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lungs; limbs

He says that he came to the surface too fast and that
as a result he could hear rattling (short, sharp sounds,
as of something hitting against something else
repeatedly) in his lungs and his limbs stopped working.
crane

He says he had another bad moment while trying to
raise a crane (a machine with a long arm that is used
for lifting heavy objects, especially in construction
work) that was stuck in mud in a harbour.

roof of a cave

He says that while he was testing a certain device

in Florida, he touched the wrong controls and shot
(went very quickly) into the roof of a cave.
conservation

He says that he is particularly interested in the
conservation side (the aspects of diving that are
concerned with taking care of natural things and
creatures) and gives as an example of this his belief
that killing fish results in the numbers of fish being
depleted (reduced enormously so that there are not
many or not enough left).

PART 3 1 MARK PER QUESTION (TOTAL 5)

A Diana clearly feels that her friend should have
honoured the agreement that they made and that
her refusal to give Diana the washing machine
is not fair to Diana. Her friend has broken the
agreement, by which Diana used her name in
order to put two entries into the competition (one
with her name on it, the other with her friend’s
name on it) and her friend agreed to give Diana
the prize if the entry with her name on it won.
Diana feels that this is wrong and unfair to her.
She wonders too whether it may be legally wrong
and whether consulting a lawyer would result in
her getting what she regards as fair treatment.

D Kathy says that if she went to a lawyer, she
wouldn't have even the faintest chance of forcing
her friend to give her the prize and that legally she
doesn't have a leg to stand on (she is completely
in the wrong, there is nothing at all to support her
case). She says that the law would take a very dim
view (disapprove very strongly) of her situation
because she has tried to evade the rules (break
them by doing something that does not conform
with the official requirements) of the competition
and in doing so she has acted with premeditated

fraudulent intent (these are legal terms meaning
‘the crime of deliberate, planned in advance
intention to cheat for financial or material gain’).
In other words, she could get into trouble if she
took legal action because she has herself done
something illegal.

18 C Ron asks whether people who run competitions
keep a blacklist (a list of people not allowed to

do something, that is kept by an organization)
containing the names of people who often win
competitions and who the organization will not
allow to win any more competitions. He wonders
whether, if they do keep such lists, people like him
should use aliases (false names) when entering
competitions. Kathy says that it is natural for
people who often win competitions but then

go through a period of not winning any to get
paranoid (wrongly believing that they are being
intentionally badly treated) and suspect that such
lists exist. However, she says that no reputable
(respected, considered honourable) firm would
even contemplate (consider) such a measure
(action). The only exception to this is competitions
run by shops, where there is a faint (very small)
risk of the manager of a particular shop deciding
to deliberately disregard (intentionally ignore) an
entry from someone who he knows often wins
competitions. But in mainstream (conventional,
available to people in general) competitions,

she says such worries (that blacklists are kept)

are groundless (without foundation, not based

on good reasons), and there is no reason for
someone to use false names when entering them.
In other words, she is saying that it is rare for the
organizers of a competition to have a blacklist and
therefore it is rare for the idea of using an alias to
be logical.

Stan knows his answer was correct but the answer
sent to him by the organizers when he sent for it
(wrote to them and asked for it) was completely
different from his and therefore wrong. He has
phoned to ask whether he has grounds (good
reasons) to make a formal objection (complain
formally).

Kathy says that in this competition, the key (most
important) word is ‘estimate’ because people have
been asked to give an approximate figure not an
accurate one. She says that it is therefore likely
that the answer given by the people running the
competition is also a guess, not an accurate figure.
Their answer is therefore factually incorrect but it
has to be accepted as the right answer because
the rules of the competition state that ‘the judges’
decision is final (it cannot be disputed). People
entering the competition have agree to abide by
(accept and obey) the rules and so they have to
accept the answer given, even if it is wrong, as it is
in this case. Her point therefore is that, although it
might seem unfair that a wrong answer has to be
accepted as right and therefore a correct answer

it
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does not win, this situation is covered by the rules
and so no rules have been broken.

PART 4 1 MARK PER QUESTION (TOTAL 10)

21 G

22H
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The speaker says that he slogged away (worked
hard over a period of time) without much of a break
to get it all done (to complete some work) before a
meeting. He thought while he was doing this that
there wasn't any point doing it (it was a waste of
time and effort), and this proved correct because
the matter was not discussed in the meeting.

The speaker mentions someone who thinks he

can tell everyone else off (criticize them for doing
the wrong things) and says that she and her
colleagues have discovered to their cost (it has
caused them problems) that people get in even
more trouble if they argue with this person. So

the speaker is talking about a manager and this
manager made a big thing about how badly I'd
done the work (criticized her very strongly for it).
The speaker says that he has been singled out
(specially chosen) to represent the company at a
trade fair. He did not expect this to happen (/ never
thought they'd choose me) and had assumed there
were far better candidates. It is a good opportunity
for him - it will stand me in very good stead (be
very useful to me in the future) and might lead to
other things.

The speaker describes a discussion in which the
other person gave her opinion on the speaker’s
performance in recent times. This discussion
begins with the other person asking the speaker
for her own opinion of how she had been doing
recently. The other person both praised her and
talked about ways in which she could improve.

The speaker says that everything went through
smoothly (everything was agreed without a
problem) and the whole thing was over in next to
no time (it only lasted for a short time). So the
speaker is describing a meeting in which there was
no disagreement.

The speaker feels that the work he did might very
well prove to have been worth it eventually - in
the future it will be valuable. He thinks that it

is likely that they will go ahead with the project
before too long - the project he did the work for
will happen. So he is hopeful that his work will be
used in the future.

The speaker says that when the person criticizes
her. I never et it get to me (I do not allow the
criticism to affect or upset me). She says that it
doesn’t bother her (it does not worry or upset
her). She knows what this person is like and reacts
to criticism from him in a relaxed way.
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28 8B

29 C

300D

The speaker says that the thought of going to
the trade fair to represent the company fills me
with a certain amount of dread (makes him rather
nervous, gives him a feeling of fear). He is worried
about it because he thinks he may not be ready for
it and he is anxious that he might mess it up (do it
very badly).

The speaker says that she thought the discussion
was a very good piece of management and so

she was impressed by the way that person spoke,
balancing praise with reference to how the
speaker could improve.

The speaker had expected that there would be
lots of arguments because the people involved
usually dislike each other and he can’t work out
(understand or explain) why the meeting went so
well (was so successful). This doesn't make sense
and the speaker can't see a logical reason for it.

TEST 3

Reading & Use of English
PART1 1MARK PER QUESTION (TOTAL 8)

10

2 ®

If someone winces, the muscles of their face twist
sharply and briefly because they are experiencing
pain, embarrassment or unhappiness.

If someone leers at someone, they look at them
with an expression on the face that makes it clear
that they find them sexually attractive, and the
other person or someone watching finds this
unpleasant.

If someone squints, they look at something with
great effort and with the eyes partly shut, because
the light in front of them is very bright or because
their eyesight is poor.

If someone smirks, they smile in a way that is
considered unpleasant by someone who sees
them do it, because it indicates that the person
doing it finds something ridiculous or is in some
way pleased with themselves.

If a machine or appliance is turned up full or on
full, its controls have been turned to the highest
setting (volume, speed, temperature, etc.) so that
itis operating at its greatest capacity.

Up top is an informal expression meaning ‘in the
head’ or ‘on the head’ and is used for talking about
whether someone is intelligent or not or whether
they have hair on their head or not.

The maximum setting, speed, volume, temperature
etc. of a machine or appliance is the highest level
at which it can operate.
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Communicative Achievement

Register should be appropriate for a review in a magazine
of this kind - it could be informal (or amusing), fairly
formal or neutral. Format should be appropriate for

a review, with clear paragraphing. Reader would be
informed about the series and why it is popular, and
would have a clear idea of the writer’s views on it.
Organization

Clear development. combining description of various
aspects of the series with comments on those.
Appropriate linking between paragraphs and between
description and comment within paragraphs.

Language

Language of narration, description and evaluation,
including language for expressing and supporting views.
Candidates may praise or criticize the series throughout,
or combine praise with criticism.

FOR A SAMPLE ANSWER AND ASSESSMENT OF IT, SEE
PAGE 126.

Listening
PART1 1MARK PER QUESTION (TOTAL 8)

1 B The speaker says that nobody knows what
the phrase means beyond the vague idea that
(although they do understand from it that it
means that) the arts and sciences are worryingly
separate and at loggerheads (in direct opposition
and total disagreement). The use of the word
worryingly is crucial here, because by using it the
speaker indicates that he regards the situation
described as something which does or should
cause people to worry.

2 C The speaker uses sarcasm (language intended to
have the opposite of its real meaning in order to
criticize) when talking about Snow. He says that he
distinguished himself (this normally means ‘made
himself noticed and admired’) not because he
worked in both the arts and science but because
he achieved nothing in either the field of the arts
or the field of science (in other words, he was
exceptional because he failed in both fields).

3 C The speaker says that all the reasons were
genuine, but then gives examples of two
categories of reason. She lists reasons such as
that the dog ate the tickets, and says that these
are quite apart from (totally different or separate
from) the ones (the reasons) you'd expect. She
is therefore saying that some reasons for losing
tickets were predictable and normal but that
others were not the sort you'd expect, which
means that these others, though also genuine, are
harder to believe.

4 A Inher story, there are two places called Rochester

CAMBRIDGE ENGLISH: PROFICIENCY PRACTICE TESTS ANSWER KEY 99

in different parts of the US and someone at her
agency booked the man on a flight to the wrong
one. When he got back and went back to the
agency, he saw the funny side of it (understood
that there was an amusing aspect to what
happened, rather than thinking it was totally
bad, and therefore found it amusing to a certain
extent). Because of that he was not ranting and
raving (shouting angrily and complaining loudly).
By saying that he wasn't ‘ranting and raving’, the
speaker is strongly implying that it could have
been expected that he would have done that
because of the mistake the agency had made, and
that it would have been understandable if he had
reacted in that way.

5 B Victoria says that Freddie is called ‘Snakeboy’
because he’s always picking them up, and walking
about with them round his neck - nobody would
do that unless they liked touching snakes.

6 C Thereporter says that the place looks exotic
(extremely attractive and unusual) but that Mark is
quick to dispel any notions of tasting paradise (keen
to deny the idea that they are experiencing life in
an ideal place). Mark then lists several unpleasant
aspects of their lives there - damage caused by
rain, mudslides, lack of a proper water supply,
having to go on donkeys to collect water, primitive
sleeping accommodation and no privacy. He is
therefore making it clear that their lives are not like
living in paradise and emphasizing the problems
they face in their daily lives.

PART 2 1 MARK PER QUESTION (TOTAL 9)

7 classified advertising
She says that she first worked for Business Traveller
magazine and that her job there involved selling
classified advertising by phone (dealing with people
placing and paying for small advertisements in a
special section of the magazine).

8 Soundcraft Electronics
After three years of doing her first job, she got a job
at Soundcraft Electronics as a marketing co-ordinator
(person responsible for organising the various aspects
of some work so that they all function together well).

9 film library
She joined Visnews as a marketing executive in its
film library. In this context, a library is a place where
documents or old items no longer in use are stored as
a record which can be consulted.

10 documentaries
She started to work in a new department that made
and sold videos; these films were documentaries that
had to have a special-interest theme (be on a subject
of interest to particular people rather than people in
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general).

11 direct marketing
She says that the videos were sold at retail outlets
(in shops) and through direct marketing techniques
(methods involving selling directly to members of the
public rather than through shops, for example mail
order).

12 launch event
The deal involved her company using the theme park
for a launch event (an occasion when a company
first shows a new product to potential customers
and to people working in the same business) and, in
exchange for being allowed to use the theme park
for this event, her company put some publicity or an
advertisement for the theme park on the front of the
video itself.

13 Special Locations Department/operation
She rejoined Visnews and worked in this department
as a sales co-ordinator at first, but she says this is the
operation | now head (am now in charge of).

14 camera crews
She says that her department offers camera crews

7 (teams of people working together operating cameras 18 D

o to make films and programmes) as well as editing
facilities.

15 PR/Public Relations agency
She says that she has a mentor (somebody who
has a lot of experience of a certain type of work
and gives advice to someone with less experience,
and is trusted by that person) who worked in a PR
agency she had contact with when she first worked at
Visnews.

PART 3 1 MARK PER QUESTION (TOTAL 5)

16 B Susan says that the one thing | do despise
(intensely dislike) is the politician who tries to have
things all ways (in this context, this means ‘hold
every opinion that everyone could want them to
have, rather than giving a single opinion’). Such a
politician, she says, isn't someone who says they
haven't made their mind up about something, it 19 C
is a politician whose attitude is ‘actually, | think
this’ (this is my actual opinion), but this opinion
is unpopular with voters so I'm going to dress it
up (hide the real nature of it by making it appear
different from what it really is) and present it in
a different way to the electorate (voters). Her
point is that she intensely dislikes politicians who
make their opinions appear different from what
they really are when they are addressing voters,
because they know that their real opinions would
not be popular with voters.

17 A The interviewer says that the disagreement may
have resulted in her political future being closed off
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(it may have meant the end of her political career).
She says that she felt this situation was the time of
trial for her (a situation in which her qualities as a
person and her beliefs were being tested). She says
that if she had allowed her own political future to
weigh with me (influence me, be a very important
factor in my decisions) with regard to an issue she
regarded as extremely important, it really wouldn't
be worth having as a political future - she felt there
would be no point in her continuing as a politician if
her concern for her own career strongly influenced
her regarding a very important issue. She says that
to look at self-advancement (personal progress or
success in a career) in its own right (as a separate,
individual thing), it isn't worth a damn (it is of no
value at all) - in other words, there is no value in
succeeding in your career simply in order to be
successful, you should care about other things too.
Her point therefore is that the disagreement led
her to conclude that she cared more about issues
she had strong beliefs about than about becoming
more successful as a politician.

She says that, although she agrees with the
interviewer that colleagues supported her privately
but not publicly, one or two did support her publicly.
However, she told them not to because she wanted
to act alone in this situation without embroiling
(involving in a difficult situation) other people. She
says that politics doesn't always involve getting
other people involved in such situations, and that
this was an occasion when it wasn't necessary

or desirable. She says that, instead of involving
colleagues, she made my doubts and reservations
known and it was then up to my colleagues (it was
my colleagues’ decision, they could choose) whether
or not to take her views into consideration. She
therefore didn't ask colleagues to support her, she
told them what she thought and let them make up
their own minds whether or not they agreed with
her.

She says that when you take a stand on something
(express a strong view on something, resulting in
disagreement), your opinion of your colleagues

is bound to be coloured (influenced) by whether
they support you, oppose you or remain neutral.
However, she says that politics is a kaleidoscope
(a constant and quickly changing pattern) of
changing alliances (situations in which people
Jjoin together in agreement with each other), and
50 people you are strongly opposed to on one
occasion can be people you are allied with (joined
with in agreement) on another occasion. She

is therefore sure that in the future there will be
situations when some of those colleagues and | will
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swap (exchange) positions — instead of them not
supporting her, she won't support them. Her point
therefore is that because of the nature of politics,
in the future there will be times when she does
not support the same people who did not support
her at that time.

She says that she is not at all surprised that some
colleagues thought she was bonkers (mad, crazy),
because there are some politicians who think

that you (by this she means politicians in general)
should never rock the boat (do something that
causes problems because it upsets the established
situation or way of doing things), and should
always put yourself first (consider your own
interests more important than anything else), and
she had done the opposite of both those things.
She is therefore saying that she was considered
mad because she had not conformed with
common notions of what politicians should do.

PART 4 1 MARK PER QUESTION (TOTAL 10)

21 H The speaker wanted to find out more about the
subject, which was the history of the period of
time when the speaker was very young. Adults in
his family had talked about various matters but he
was too young to engage with it all then. Now he
wants to find out more about what was going on
then.

The speaker bought the book in an airport
because she thought it would pass the journey in
an easy enough way - give her something to do
during the flight.

The speaker bought the book because he wanted
to break the habit of not reading ‘serious’ books.
The speaker says that she got given the book - it
was a present. She only read it because the person
who had given it to her might ask her what she
thought of it.

The speaker wanted to see what all the fuss was
about — why the book attracted so much praise.
He had read reviews which made big claims for it
as a major and important work and he wanted to
find out if the reviews were accurate.

The speaker says that the book was lively and

not at all dry (it was entertaining rather than

too serious and factual). It made the events and
changes of that period come to life - it made them
seem real and was interesting and enjoyable to
read.

The speaker says that the story is very complicated
and that the reader has to concentrate hard to
follow what's going on. It wasn't a light read -
something that can be read easily and without
much thought, and she had to keep going back
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TEST 2

Reading & Use of English

PART 1 1 MARK PER QUESTION (TOTAL 8)
1 (A For want of = because there is a lack of, because

2®

?

to check things - look at earlier parts of the book
in order to be clear about what she was reading
further on.

The speaker says that the book has become

a surprise best-seller and has a cult following

(it is loved by a large group of people who are
passionate about it).

The speaker says that the book isn't good and

her doubts about it were accurate. She thinks the
book and the writer are given too much praise
that they do not deserve and it is beyond me (she
cannot understand at all) how such a poor book
gets published or why it is critically acclaimed
(praised a lot by critics).

The speaker says that the writer presents some
interesting points of view which make you
question your assumptions and look at the issues
from a very different angle.

of the absence of. The writer is saying that he
cannot think of a better word to describe the
third category of books than ‘anecdotal’ (based on
amusing or interesting short accounts of things
that happen to people).

In the absence of = because something does not
exist or is not present.

If there is a shortage of something, there is not as
much of it as is required.

If there is a need for something, it is lacking but
necessary.

If the difference between things is blurred, it

is difficult to be certain what the difference is
because they seem similar in some ways. The
writer is saying that it is hard to separate travel
books into clearly different categories because
they often have the features of more than one
category.

If a piece of glass, such as a window, someone’s
glasses or a car windscreen mists up/over, it
becomes covered in mist so that it is difficult or
impossible to see through it.

If one thing blends with another, for example
ingredients in a dish, sounds, colours, etc, it goes
together with it to form an effective or attractive
mixture.

If something, for example a description or some
information, is sketchy, it is not clear because it
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would have a clear understanding of what the custom or
customs involve, and would be clear as to why it might be
considered strange and what people actually think of it.
Organization

Brief introduction, explaining reason for writing letter
and specifying custom or customs chosen. Brief
conclusion for impact. Appropriate paragraphing, with
clear linking between description of custom and both
possible and real attitudes to it.

Language

Language of description and narration, and possibly
comparison, together with language appropriate for
expressing and supporting views.

Listening
PART1 1MARK PER QUESTION (TOTAL 6)

1 C The presenter says that if you freak (react strongly,
in this case become very upset or angry) when
your car won't start and if you are tired of having
to turn to your boyfriend (are frustrated and
annoyed by having to ask your boyfriend for
help) every time the engine splutters (makes a
noise suggesting it is not working properly), the
course mentioned is @ must (something that has
to be done, something essential). She is clearly
addressing women.

2 B She says that the mechanic was impressed when
she told him about the course and that, as a result
of taking it, they (mechanics) can't rip me off now
(cheat her financially, deliberately overcharge her).

3 B The receptionist says that she replies with heavy
sarcasm (saying emphatically the opposite of
what she means in order to express annoyance or
criticism) that she and her colleagues are fairly
useless but you never know (you can't be absolutely
sure), it’s a long shot (something unlikely to happen
but worth trying anyway), but give it a whirl (try it
as an experiment, because it might succeed). In
other words, she agrees with these people that she
probably can't help them, but tells them that it's
worth them asking if she can, although she is being
sarcastic when she says this.

4 A She gives the example of someone phoning her
and at the same time telling someone else a story,
with the result that they can’t remember who it
is they have phoned. She says that in situations
like that, it is polite to wait until they’ve got a
grip (got the situation under control so that they
know what they are doing) before continuing the
conversation. However, she says that it is far more
satisfying to ring off (end the call by putting the
phone down) before that person has managed
to remember why they have phoned. She clearly
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means that this is not polite but that it is what she
would like to do.

5 B The speaker says that it is particularly English
(especially true of English people) to eat outdoors
on high days and holidays (special occasions)
whatever the weather (even if the weather is
bad). Her question beginning Who has not seen
means ‘it is very common to see’ and she says
that it is typical to see English people in macs
(raincoats) sitting bizarrely (doing something
that is very strange and very hard to understand)
under dripping trees (with rain falling in drops
from them), glumly (with serious and unhappy
expressions on their faces) sharing tea and crisps.
She therefore says that English people looking
unhappy while having picnics is a common sight.

6 A The speaker says that the sandwich, which is the
essential basis of a picnic and was invented by and
named after a member of the aristocracy, is an
evocative (producing strong images, memories or
feelings) and much-maligned (frequently spoken
of with great dislike and disapproval) food icon
(symbol, thing considered of great significance by
many people). Her point therefore is that people
see the sandwich as an important kind of food,
and even though many people don't like it, it has
powerful associations for many people.

PART 2 1MARK PER QUESTION (TOTAL 9)

7 sack of bricks
In his first experiment, he tied a sack of bricks round
his waist and he was also attached to a rope, but he
does not say that the rope was round his waist.

8 going to the moon
He says that when he started diving, it was not
common for people to go underwater and that going
into a different environment (under water) was a
challenge in the same way that going to the moon
was.

9 fire(-)fighting
In the Army, the equipment he used for diving was
modified (changed, adapted for a different purpose)
fire-fighting equipment.

10 sharks
He says that he has always felt uneasy (nervous,
anxious) around (when close to) sharks.

11 marble slab
He says that he made his worst mistake when he was
diving near Cyprus and saw an ancient marble (a kind
of hard stone used often for buildings and statues
and often considered impressive) sfab (large, thick,
flat piece of stone), which he then tried to bring to
the surface.
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