
The Phonemic Alphabet

Consonants








































































 


 

Vowels & diphthongs

# 1 / / meet    sea


# 7 / / caught   door


/   / play   great


# 2 / / bit     itch


# 8 /  / book


/   / I      try


# 3 / / bet   ate


# 9 / / who   doing


/  / enjoy   choice
      /

# 4 / / act   cat


# 10 / / fun     uncle


/ here   weird


# 5 / / hard   aunt


# 11 / / turn   blur


/   / care   chairs


# 6 / / what   on


# 12 /  / about    woman 


/ / cruel   pure 

/   / go    old    

/   / about   out 
        

SET READING – Ashby, P. (2000) Speech Sounds Chapter 1 and 2. Great 
Britain:Routledge.



Luv Song – poetic form

Activity 1
Read the poem.
How is the poem set out on the page to link
with the meaning?

Read the last four lines again:
a. How are they similar to the other two stanzas? 

b. How are they different?

c. Why do you think Zephaniah chose to write the poem in this 
way?

Activity 2

                                   In poetry, syllables help to create rhythm by 
creating patterns of       
                                   beats. Some syllables are stressed and some 
are unstressed. This 
                                   affects the way we say the words.



1. Take down the dictation of the poem “Humpty Dumpty”









2. Read “Humpty Dumpty” aloud and beat out its rhythm.
3. What do you notice about the number of beats in each line?

4. Transcribe the last four lines of “Luv Song” again and count the 
syllables in each line.









5. Find the beats. What´s the effect of the pattern?

Activity 3

Zephaniah often uses dialect in his poems so we can hear the sound 
and rhythm of his speech.

1. Which words in “Luv Song” are clear cases of Caribbean dialect?

Love  the  with  my  for  that  and

2. Read the poem aloud, substituting Standard English words for 
the dialect ones. How does it sound? Which version do you 
prefer?

3. Why do you think Zephaniah writes using Caribbean dialect?



Small Boy

He picked up a pebble

and threw it in the sea…

and another, and another. 

He couldn´t stop.

He wasn´t trying to fill the sea.

He wasn´t trying to empty the
beach.

He was just throwing away,

nothing else but.

Like a kitten playing

he was practising for the future

when there´ll be so many things

he´ll want to throw away

if only his fingers will unclench

and let them go.

Norman MacCraig

































Activity 1

1. Listen to the poem and take it down in phonetic script.

Activity 2
2. Practise reading aloud the poem. 
3. Record yourself reading the poem.

4. Compare your version with the original track. 

5. Swap recordings with a partner.

Activity 3
6. Find 3 words in the poem with “silent letters” ( pebble -  couldn’t  -  

empty) 
7. Find instances of:        (a) linking V to V/ C to V

(b) syllabicity (x 5)  
(c) dentalization (x5)
(d) contrastive strong form (but)

8. Go through the poem and underline the stressed syllables.
9. Record yourself reading the poem a second time.

10. In pairs, analyze both students´ first and second version.

Activity 4
11. Discuss: letting things go



 



Boys will be Boys

Look at little Peter, isn’t he a terror

Shooting all the neighbours with his cowboy gun?

Screaming like a jet plane, always throwing something

I just can’t control him. Trouble? He is the one.

Ahh, but boys will be boys, 

It’s a fact of human nature,

And girls will grow up to be mothers.

Look at little Janie, doesn’t she look pretty

Playing with her dolly, proper little mum?

Never being dirty, never being noisy,

Don’t touch your sister, Peter, now look what you’ve done!!

Ahh, but boys will be boys, 

It´s a fact of human nature,

And girls will grow up to be mothers.

Now what’s come over Janie? Janie’s turning nasty!

Left hook to the body, right hook to the 






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Vicious little hussy! Now, Peter’s started bawling!

What a bloody cissy! Who said you could cry?!

Because boys must be boys, 

It´s a fact of human nature,

And girls must grow up to be mothers.
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