The Phonemic Alphabet

Consonants
/ p/ people top /'b/ big snob /m/ me games
/pi:pl/  /top/ /big/  /snob/ /mi:/  /germz/
/t/ tea letter /d/ do read /n/ none run
it/ /leta/ /dui/ /rixd/ /nan/  /ran/
/k/ car active /g/ go dog /1y / sing angry
/ka:/ [ektiv/ /gau/ /dog/ /siy/  /@Qgri/
/ tf / church / d3/joke  enjoy /r/ red far away
/tf3:tf/ /dzouk/ /indzor/ /red/ /far ower/
/ £/ fun rough /v/ vote live /1/ lunch all
/fan/  /raf/ /vaut/  /liv/ antf/  /a:1/
/ 0/ think teeth / 8/ these with /j/ yes  music
/Omk/ /t1:0/ /01:z/  /w1d/ /jes/  /mjuizik/
/'s/ sun  mess /z/ zoo  visit / w/ watch quick
/san/ /mes/ /zw:/  /vizit/ /wotf/ /kwik/
/ §/ shoe cash / 3 / television
/fu/ /keaef/ /telivizn/
h/ hat who
/heet/ /hu/

Vowels & diphthongs

#1/1:/meet sea #7/0o:/caught door /e1 /play great
/mi:t/  /si/ /koit/  /doy/ /plet/ /grert/
#2/1/bit itch # 8/ v/ book [at /|  try
/bit/  /utf/ /buk/ /a1/ /trat/
#3/e/bet ate #9/u:/who doing / o1/ enjoy choice
/bet/ et/ /huy/ /duig/ /ind3zo1/ /tfors/
#4 /& /act cat #10/A/fun uncle / 19 | here weird
/ekt/ [ket/ /fan/ /agkl/ /his/ /wriad/
#5/a:/hard aunt #11/3:/turn blur / ea [ care chairs
/ha:d/ /amnt/ /t3m/ /bls:/ /kea/ /tfeoz/
#6/p/what on #12/o/about woman |/ ua/cruel pure
/wot/ /on/ /abaut/ /wuman/ /krual/ /pjus/
/ou /go old

/gau/ /auld/

[ au [ about out
/abaut/ /aut/

SET READING - Ashby, P. (2000) Speech Sounds Chapter 1 and 2. Great

Britain:Routledge.




Luv Song - poetic form

Activity 1

Read the poem.
How is the poem set out on the page to link
with the meaning?

Benjamin Zephaniah (1958-)
Benjamin Zephaniah was born
in Handsworth, Birmingham
and started creating his own
poetty because he didn’t like
the poetry he was reading. His
poems are about things that
are important to him.

a. How are they similar to the other two stanzas?

b. How are they different?

c. Why do you think Zephaniah chose to write the poem in this
way?

Activity 2

In poetry, syllables help to create rhythm by

beats. Some syllables are stressed and some

affects the way we say the words.



1. Take down the dictation of the poem

hamti damti saet on & wa:l
hamti damti heed s grertt fa:l
9:1 0o kinz ho:siz an 2:1 6o kinz men

kudnt put hamti tagedoer agen

2. Read “Humpty Dumpty” aloud and beat out its rhythm.
3. What do you notice about the number of beats in each line?

4. Transcribe the last four lines of “Luv Song” again and count the
syllables in each line.

ar am 1n Iav wid @ hedzhpg
iz gpn awe1 sou a1 mas wert
bat a1 du: mis mar hedzhog

evritaim (i gauz te haibanert

5. Find the beats. What's the effect of the pattern?

Activity 3

Zephaniah often uses dialect in his poems so we can hear the sound
and rhythm of his speech.

1. Which words in “Luv Song” are clear cases of Caribbean dialect?
Love the with my for that and
2. Read the poem aloud, substituting Standard English words for

the dialect ones. How does it sound? Which version do you
prefer?

3. Why do you think Zephaniah writes using Caribbean dialect?



Small Boy

He picked up a pebble

and threw it in the sea...

and another, and another)]

He couldn’t stop.

He wasn 't trying to fill the sea.

He wasn 't trying to empty the
beach.

He was just throwing away,

nothing else but.

Like a kitten playing

he was practising for the future

when there’ll be so many things

he’ll want to throw away

if only his fingers will unclench

and let them go.

Norman MacCraig



smo:l bor
hi waz d3ast Brauin awer
hi pikt Ap a pebl nABIN els bat
an Bru: 1t 1n 09 si:
laik & kitn plerin
and anAda / and anAda hi waz preektisin fo 0o fju:tfe
hi kudnt stop
wen 0al bi: sau meni 01nz
hi woznt train te fil de si: hil wont te Brau swer
hi woznt tramn tu emti da bi:tf
1f aunli hiz fingez wil Anklentf

an let dam gau

Activity 1
1. Listen to the poem and take it down in phonetic script.

Activity 2
2. Practise reading aloud the poem.
. Record yourself reading the poem.

3
4. Compare your version with the original track.
5

. Swap recordings with a partner.

Activity 3
6. Find 3 words in the poem with “silent letters” ( pebble - couldn’t -
empty)

7. Find instances of: (a) linkingVtoV/CtoV

(b) syllabicity (x 5)

(c) dentalization (x5)

(d) contrastive strong form (but)
8. Go through the poem and underline the stressed syllables.
9. Record yourself reading the poem a second time.

10. In pairs, analyze both students” first and second version.

Activity 4
11. Discuss: letting things go



MAGICAL ERASER

e
She wouldn't believe '
This pencil has
A magical eraser.
She said I was a silly moo,
She said I was a liar too,
She dared me prove that it was true,
And so what could I do—
I erased her!




Boys will be Boys

Look at little Peter, isn’t he a terror
Shooting all the neighbours with his cowboy gun?
Screaming like a jet plane, always throwing something

| just can’t control him. Trouble? He is the one.

Ahh, but boys will be boys,
It's a fact of human nature,

And girls will grow up to be mothers.

Look at little Janie, doesn’t she look pretty
Playing with her dolly, proper little mum?
Never being dirty, never being noisy,

Don’t touch your sister, Peter, now look what you've done!!

Ahh, but boys will be boys,
It's a fact of human nature,

And girls will grow up to be mothers.

Now what's come over Janie? Janie’s turning nasty!
Left hook to the body, right hook to the

nau 0i: wa:ld haez gon topsi t3:vi / d3eini wonts e1 futbo:l

aend pi:te d3ast si:mz heepi pufin preemz alon /

1t meiks ju: fi:l seu gilti / kidz a: satf er wari /

dokta dokta tel mi / wea did wi: gau ron /

bikoz boiz mast bi: boiz / 1t 1z e1 feekt pv hju:man neitfoe /

aend g3:lz mast grau Ap tu: bi: madaz //eye!

Vicious little hussy! Now, Peter’s started bawling!

What a bloody cissy! Who said you could cry?!

Because boys must be boys,
It's a fact of human nature,

And girls must grow up to be mothers.



nau Oi: wa:ld haez gon topsi t3:vi / d3eini wonts e1 futbo:l
aend pi:ta d3Aast siimz haepi pufin preemz alon /

1t meiks ju: fi:l sau gilti / kidz a: satf e1 wari /

dokte dokta tel mi / wea did wi: gau ron /

bikoz boiz mast bi: boiz / 1t 1z e1 faekt bv hju:maen nerttfo /

aend g3:lz mast grau Ap tu: bi: madez //
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