Before sunrise (1995)  SCENES 1 to 3

· 2 complete strangers meet on a train in Europe and strike up a conversation. Watch the scene and tick the topics they talk about. Be prepared to expand on what they say about each topic.

	death                                                                        

European stereotypes

how many-year-old couples stay together

what they like reading

American stereotypes

their fears
	their families

their childhood 

his experience learning french

their trips so far

his job




· How does he persuade her to get off the train with him? What would you have done?

· Have a look at some lines from these scences. What are the words in bold used for?

I.

Jesse: (Catching on to the joke.) Yeah, yeah, I get it. So I'm the crude, dumb, vulgar American who doesn't speak any other language and has no culture, right? But, I tried. I took French for four years in high school. When I first got to Paris, I stood in line at the metro station. I was practicing. (Gestures with his hand to show how hard he was trying.) “Une billet, s'il vous plaît. Une billet s'il vous plait…” (One ticket please. One ticket please…) You know…

Céline: (Interrupts him, corrects his pronunciation.) UN billet.

Jesse: Un. Whatever. Un, Un. (Laughs.) Un billet s'il vous plaît, un billet s'il vous plaît, you know, and I get up there, and, uh, I look at this woman, and my mind goes completely blank. And I start saying, “Uh, listen, uh I need a ticket to get to, um...” you know, so anyway. (Pauses and swallows, before breaking the slience.) So, where are you headed?

Céline: Well, back to Paris. My classes start next week.

II.

Céline: That's great. So, has this trip, around Europe, been good for you?

Jesse: Yeah, sure, yeah, it's been, umm...it sucked. You know...

Céline: (Laughs.) What?

Jesse: No, uh, it's had its, umm. Well, I'll tell ya, you know, sitting, you know, for weeks on end, looking out the window has actually been kinda great.

III.

Jesse: People would talk about that episode. I mean, you and your friends could do one in Paris, if you wanted to, I mean.

Céline: Oh, sure.

Jesse: I dunno, the key, the key (squints his eyes as if perplexed)...thing that kind of haunts me is the distribution, you know. I mean, getting these tapes from town to town, city to city, so that they could play continuously, ‘cause it would have to play all the time, or else it just wouldn't work.

IV.

Céline: But you know what, if your parents never really fully contradict you about anything, and like are basically nice, and supportive...

Jesse: Right...

Céline: It makes it even harder to officially complain. You know, even when they're wrong, it‘s this, it‘s this passive-aggressive shit, you know what I mean, it‘s... I hate it, I really hate it.

Jesse: Well, you know, despite all that kind of bullshit that comes along with it, I remember childhood as this, you know, this magical time. I do. I remember when, uh, my mother first told me about death. My great-grandmother had just died, and my whole family had just visited them in Florida. I was about three, three and a half years old. Anyway, I was in the backyard, playing, and my sister had just taught me how to take …

V.

Céline: You're really lucky you can have this attitude towards death. I think I'm afraid of death twenty-four hours a day. I swear. I mean, that's why I'm in a train right now. I could have flown to Paris, but I'm too scared.

Jesse: Oh, come…

Céline: I can't help it. I can't help it. I know the statistics say na-na-na, it‘s safer, whatever. (Jesse laughs.) When I'm in a plane, I can see it. I can see the explosion, (Jesse makes an explosion sound effect) I can see me falling through the clouds, and I'm so scared of those few seconds of consciousness before you're gonna die, you know, when you know for sure you're gonna die. I can't stop thinking that way. It‘s exhausting.

Jesse: Yeah, I bet.

Now, read the lines below and complete them with a suitable word. Then, watch some new scenes and check. 

VI.

(32 m)

Céline: I don't think it really matters what generation you are born into. Look at my parents. They were these angry, young, May '68 people, revolting against everything. …..........................., the government, their conservative catholic backgrounds, ….......................... I was born not long after, and then my father went on to become this successful architect, and they began to travel all around the world, where he built bridges, and towers, and stuff. …................................, I really can't complain about anything. …................................, they love me more than anything in the world, and I have been raised with all the freedom they had fought for. And yet for me now, it‘s another type of fight. We still have to deal with the same old shit, but we can't really know who, or …....................................., what the enemy is.

Jesse: I don't really know if there is an enemy. …............................ , …...............................,  everybody's parents fuck them up. ….........................., rich kids' parents gave them too much, poor kids' not enough. Too much attention, not enough attention. They either left them, or …................................, they stuck around and taught 'em the wrong things. …..........................., …......................., my parents are just these two people who didn't like each other very much, who, …..., decided to get married and have a kid, and they try their best to be nice to me.

Céline: Did your parents divorce?

Jesse: Yeah. Finally. They should have done it a lot sooner, but they stuck together for a while for the well-being of my sister and I, thank you very much.  I remember my mother once. She told me, right in front of my father, they were having this big fight, that he didn't really want to have me, …......................., that he was really pissed off when he found out that she was pregnant with me, …..........................., that I was this big mistake. And I think that really shaped the way I think. I always saw the world as this place where I really wasn't meant to be.

Céline: That's so sad.

Jesse: No, …................................., I eventually …........................ took pride in it. …......................, like my life was my own doing, or something. ….............................., like I was crashing 'The Big Party.'

Céline: That's a way to see it. ….........................., my parents, they're still married, and I guess they're very happy, but I just think it‘s a healthy process to rebel against everything that came before.

Jesse: Yeah. Yeah.

VII.

(57 m)

Jesse: …........................... Um, big confession, …......................... I should have told you this earlier, Céline, but, ….....................I didn't just come to Europe just to hang out, and read Hemingway in Paris, and shit like that, …............................. I saved up my money all spring to uh, fly to Madrid, and spend the summer with my girlfriend, who has been on this...

Céline: Your girlfriend? 

Jesse: (Correcting himself) My EX-girlfriend, who has been on this asinine art history program for the last year. …..........................., I got here, …............., and now we're reunited, at long last, and we went out to dinner, our first night ah, with six of her friends: Pedro, Antonio, Gonzalo, Maria, Suzie, from home, …........................? She pretty much managed to avoid being alone with me for the first couple of days we were there, and I stuck around for a while, just to …......................... let it really sink in that she wished I hadn't come. So I bought the cheapest flight out of Europe, this one leaving out of Vienna tomorrow, but it didn't leave for a couple of weeks. So, I bought this Eurail pass, …............................? …..........................., …........................................ what's the worst thing about somebody breaking up with you? It‘s when you remember how little you thought about the people you broke up with, and you realize that that is how little they're thinking about you, …............................?  …....................,  you'd like to think that you're both in all this pain, but really, they're just, “Hey, I'm glad you're gone.“ 

