
LINKING 

KEYS 

 

1 – LISTENING COMPREHENSION 

Bernie:  

 Has a difficult job that he doesn´t understand 

 Is getting chubby 

 has never had a girlfriend 
Honey: 

 has feather hair 

 has goggly eyes 

 has shrinking boosies 

 has a badly-paid job 

 is attracted to cruel men 
Bella: 

 is in a wheelchair 

 has given up smoking 

 can´t have children 
 
William: 

 is very unsuccessful professionally 

 is divorced 

 used to be handsome 

 had “Floppy” as nickname 
 

Anna:  

 has to watch her diet 

 hasn´t had nice boyfriends 

 has had surgery 

 hasn´t got a private life 

 has no future 



 
2 – Linking is a way of joining the pronunciation of two words so that they are easy to 

say and flow together smoothly. Lack of linking can make an accent sound choppy. In 

English there are different ways that this happens.  

Vowel to vowel linking - when certain vowels come next to each other an extra sound is added to 

make the link smooth.  

Consonant to vowel linking - when the first word ends with a consonant sound and the second 

word begins with a vowel sound.  

Linking 'r' 

In standard GB the letter 'r' after a vowel sound at the end of word is often not pronounced. However, 

when the following word begins with a vowel the /r/ sound is pronounced to make a smooth link. 

 

a)  vowel to vowel

b) consonant to vowel

linking // 

 
3 – Bernie´s argument 
 













4 – Honey´s argument 
 
a) 








 



a) Which one of the instances marked in grey is not a possible case of linking? 
Why? 
because it´s vowel to consonant 

5 – Bella´s argument: Dictation key + linking cases 







 Which is the type of linking that does not appear in Bella’s 
argument? 

 

Linking 

INTRUSIVE 

What’s the difference between linking and intrusive? 

Linking occurs when there´s a letter R in the spelling; intrusive when there 

isn´t. 
 
 
 
 
 
The  can be inserted to prevent hiatus, two consecutive vowel sounds. 

 
Intrusive may also occur between a root morpheme and certain suffixes, such 

as drawing /drɔːrɪŋ/ 
 

5 -  William´s argument 
 











Intrusive insertion rule: any word that ends in  + another word beginning in a 

vowel sound. There isn´t a letter R in the spelling. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hiatus_(linguistics)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Suffix_(linguistics)


 

 Bernie´s argument  

       

 BERNIE Well, obviously it's me, isn't it -- I work in the City in a job I don't understand  

and everyone keeps getting promoted above me.  I haven't had a girlfriend since... well, 

since puberty and nobody fancies me, and if these cheeks get any chubbier, they never 

will. 

 

Honey´s argument 

 

MAX … Honey here earns twenty pence a week flogging her guts out at London's worst 

record store. 

HONEY Yes.  And I haven´t got hair -- I've got feathers, and I've got funny goggly eyes, 

and I'm attracted to cruel men. And, actually, no one will ever marry me 

because… um… my boosies have actually started shrinking. 

 

Bella´s argument:
 

Bella: and most of her limbs work, whereas I´m stuck in this thing day and night in a 

house full of ramps. And to add insult to serious injury, I´ve totally given up smoking, my 

favourite thing. And the truth is… we can´t have a baby. Still, um… we´re lucky in lots of 

ways, but surely that´s worth a brownie

William´s argument: 

Max: Well… I don´t know. Look at William, very unsuccessful professionally. Divorced. 

Used to be handsome now kind of squidgy round the edges… and absolutely never to 

hear from Anna again once she´s found that his nickname at school was Floppy. 

William: You did, I can´t believe it… you did. Thanks very much, thank you. Well, at least I 

get the last brownie. 

Anna´s argument: 

I´ve been on a diet every day since I was nineteen, which basically means I´ve been 

hungry for a decade. I´ve had a series of not nice boyfriends, one of whom hit me. And 

every time I get my heart broken the newspapers splash it about as though it´s 

entertainment. And it´s taken two rather painful operations to get me looking like this. And 

one day not long from now my looks will go, they will discover I can´t act, and I will become 

some sad middle-aged woman who looks a bit like someone who was famous for a while. 

 

 



 Watch video –listen and repeat. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1c_nzCHkHm8aXBKH-

FeBznOv6EhtfFIB4/view?usp=sharing 

which kind of linking is being illustrated in each case? 

DICTATION: 

Students take down in IPA the 12 lines (or the ones of teacher´s choice). Check on 

BB 

Video with KEY in spelling 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GtlgaYSZkTcqIj1O4-

g8SYts2mPzpo13/view?usp=sharing 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gjpmWfS2bg_5o_7vYpVazD42tB_0P6HI/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gjpmWfS2bg_5o_7vYpVazD42tB_0P6HI/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1c_nzCHkHm8aXBKH-FeBznOv6EhtfFIB4/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1c_nzCHkHm8aXBKH-FeBznOv6EhtfFIB4/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19opU_aDPR9KKHwpqNL7bYdYD1G-nHK8i/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GtlgaYSZkTcqIj1O4-g8SYts2mPzpo13/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GtlgaYSZkTcqIj1O4-g8SYts2mPzpo13/view?usp=sharing

