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TEST 1 PAPER 3 PART 1

PAPER 3 LISTENING approximately 40 minutes

PART 1

You will hear three different extracts.

For questions 1-6, choose the answer (A, B or C) which fits best according to what you hear. There are two
questions for each extract.

In the exam you will hear each extract twice.

Extract One
You hear a reviewer on a radio programme talking about a book.

1 The speaker says that the book’s title refers to the point at which
A social epidemics are at their height.
B something becomes'a social epidemic.
C people become concerned about social epidemics.

2 The speaker says, that in her opinion, the book
A presents some challenging conclusions.
B s less complex than it may appear.
C uses terminology that may confuse readers.
Extract Two
You hear a reporter on a radio programme talking as he climbs a big rock.
3 One question the speaker asks himself is
A why he feels the way he does.
B where his climbing partner has gone.
C what has motivated him to climb the rock.
4 The speaker says that at this exact moment
A he doesn’t care about the risk he is taking.
B he is relishing the experience.
C he feels that age is irrelevant.
Extract Three
You hear part of a radio programme about literary festivals.
5 The interviewer says that when writers appear at events at literary festivals,
A they dislike being asked difficult questions.
B they find the experience easier if they read their own work.
C they seldom prepare as thoroughly as they should.
6 Why, according to William, do writers like meeting readers?
A Writers are made to feel they have succeeded in their aim.
B Writers want readers to know what they are really like.
C Readers give writers ideas for future work.

Stop the recording when you hear ‘That’s the end of Part 1.

Before you check your answers to Part 1 of the test, go on to pages 30-32.
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PAPER 3 PART 1 FURTHER PRACTICE AND GUIDANCE

WHAT’S TESTED

The questions in Part 1 of the Listening paper test your ability to understand and interpret often
complex points made and information given by speakers in three separate short pieces. Questions may
focus on any of the following:

gist - the general meaning of what a speaker says, based on more than one sentence or phrase.

detail - a specific piece of information given or point made by a speaker, contained in a single
phrase or sentence.

main idea - the main point made by a speaker, rather than more minor points made or examples
given.

function - what a speaker is doing when speaking, for example, criticising or apologising.

purpose — what a speaker is trying to achieve, what a speaker wants to happen as a result of
speaking.

topic - the subject matter of what a speaker says.
feeling - the feeling expressed by a speaker.

attitude - the way a speaker egards something or someone, as conveyed by what the speaker
says.

opinion - a view expressed or strongly implied by a speaker.

TIPS

Don’t rush into choosing the option that appears superficially to be the most plausible — what
speakers say is often fairly complex and subtle.

It is possible that more than one option in a question may be correct according to what the speaker
says, but only one option will correctly answer the question that has been asked, so make sure that
you read the question carefully.

The two questions for each extract are likely to follow the sequence of what is said, with the first
question about the first part of the piece and the second question about the second part. On
occasions, however, a question may focus on the piece as a whole.

If you find one of the extracts very difficult and are struggling with the questions on it, don’t spend
too much time on them so that you do not concentrate sufficiently on the next piece. If you do that,
you may fail to answer questions on the next piece and lose marks unnecessarily.

Use the pauses before and between the extracts to read the questions in advance, so that you are
aware of the aspects of each piece that you will be tested on. Read the rubrics carefully too - they
will give you the context for each of the pieces.

Use the second listening to check your answers, even if you were confident of them on the first
listening.

Write your answers on the question paper as you listen. In the exam you will have five minutes at the
end of the test to transfer your answers onto a separate answer sheet.
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The exercises below will help you to eliminate the incorrect options in the questions in the test or to
confirm that you have selected the right options.

Listen to each of the three extracts again and after each one, tick one or more boxes for the relevant
questions.

Question 1 Stop the recording when you hear ‘take us by surprise’.
Which of the following does the speaker say about the ‘tipping point’?
It is a phrase that is used for the book’s title.

It refers to the sudden growth of a phenomenon.

After it, social epidemics cease to become more widespread.

It can be applied more to inventions than to ideas.

It is mostly associated with unwelcome social developments.

It refers to something becoming unexpectedly widespread.
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Question 2 Stop the recording at the end of the first extract.

Which of the following does the speaker say about the book?

It presents a detailed analysis of the causes of social epidemics.

It does not make clear exactly what ‘connectors’ and ‘mavens’ are.

It would be wrong to regard its analysis as a simplistic one.

Not all the ideas in it are original.

It suggests ways of dealing with social problems.

It contains unorthodox ideas about what should be done about social problems.
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Question 3 Stop the recording when you hear ‘somewhere far above your head’.
Which of the following does the speaker refer to?

being close to the top

what the point of climbing the crag is for him

the fact that he normally feels bad when he is high up

the fact that there is nothing solid below him

no longer being able to see his climbing partner

the fact that his climbing partner is further up than him
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Question 4 Stop the recording at the end of the second extract.
Which of the following does the speaker mention?

the physical appearance of the object he is climbing

the physical effects that climbing is having on him

being glad that he is where he is

regretting not having looked closely at his life insurance policy
the appeal of danger to men of his age

a belief that men of his age are good at dangerous activities
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