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Test 1 Key

Part 2 (one mark for each correct answer)

9 Didangerous Thastes 10 hasvest(ing) (period) 11 seed (and) berries
(incitherorder) 12 statussymbol 13 (for) rent(s) 14 silk

15 ginger 16 (burning/burned/burnt/sunburnt/sunburned) skin

17 (some/many) insects / bugs

Part3  (one mark for each correct answer)
18C 19B 20C 218 2D

Part 4 (one mark for each correct answer)
235 24B 25B 265 27D 28B

Transcript Cambridge Certificate of Proficiency in English Listening Test. Test 1.

PART 1 You'll bear four different exiracts. For questions 1 to 8, choose the answer (A, B or C)
which fts best according to what you hear. There are to questions for each extract.

Extract 1 fpausc]

“The first science ficion fim was Rocket o the Moon, made in 1902. According to one
‘movie director not known for his suceinct use of language, the appeal of science fiction
is that its the modern equivalent of ancient myths, where the fantasy world that's
created provides the backdrop against which human nature can come up trumps in the.
face of adversity” And ever sine that first movie, we've been vicariously huriing our
bodies into the void: 1o the moon, and above allto Mars.

For several decades Mars was a place of awe, oven i, say, the 1938 fim Flash
Gordon's Trip to Mars, in which allthe Martians spoke English. t seems laughably
nalve now.

In the 1950s, science fiction gained a tinge of science fact, not to mention politcs.

A decade later, the increasingly sophisticated movie-going audience was drifing away
o other genres, after more convincing special effects, or out of the cinema atogather.
And for a few years, there was ltie fim-makers could do to stem the flow.

[pause]
[The recording is rpeated.]

Extract2 Tpause]

Interviewer: - Now Dr Peters, in your new book you talk about a superorganism, and you give the
example of an ant colony, but | havent been abie tofind an entry for ‘superorganism in
my dictionary of science.

Dr Peters:  Well, you see many sclentss have been sceptical about the usefuiness of explaining
Iarge structures in niature that seem in some way to behave like an organism, when
they are not actually ‘alive'in any sense that we normaly uss the term. Appealing,
simple ideas aren't aways precise, and can case confusion.

Interviewer:  So what you're saying is that the superorganism idea, of a group of organisms acting
together like a larger organism, has no precise definition.

Dr Peters:  Indeed. However, social insects such as ants, whose cooperation results in a whole,
ifrent and more powertul than any individual - capable of feats ke keeping the
temperature in the colony stable — have long been studied with interest. They are an
obvious example of & superorganiam.

(pause]
(The recording i repeated.|
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PART 2

Presenter:

Andrew:

Test 1 Key

[pause]

Wl ond to make it up as | go along. | don't map out sores beforshand. You have fo
know what road you're going along but not what twists and turns it's going to have, but
youive got o get to a destination sven though you don't know what . Bt all novels
aro diferent, 've writen thllers in which you Kind of have o know the pot, which | fir
2t tedious aciually, bocause then In a way you'refus ling In the gaps with
language. It's more stimulating if you take the reader on a route you don't know either —
‘amagioal mystey tour

‘And yot you hiave o trustyour unconscious snough o know you'l be able o e up
all the ends, and s quit starting when you do, because you go through a patch when
you're despondent. But you have to remermber thatthis hes happened baore and hope
it happen again (laughs) and | think | leamt earty on, you know, the pain of having to
abandon something is so terrible that your unconsclous il do anything 1o aveid ,
anyting!
Ipause]
[The recording is repeated.]
fpause]

Have you ever wondered why, in Westen fashion, men's and women's coats and shirts
60 up on different sides? Is thore a sensible reason for this and when did this frst
begin? Well, buttons wera first introduced into fashion in the thirtsenth century for
decorative effect and started to become functional a couple of hundred years later. You
donit start 10 see them in women's dress, however, until around the nineteenth century.
“The answer 1o the mystery seems to me to e In the fact that upper-class women, who.
‘were at the forefront of fashion, wers probably dressed by servants. Now because
these servants wers likely o be right-handed and would be facing the lacy they were
drssing, the buttons wouid be on the opposite side fo men's, who dressed
themselves. s a kind of mirror image and the often-mooted suggestin of it having
‘something 1o do with men needing to keep their sworc-arms fres is imelevant, because
by the time women's buttons arrved, men were no longer using swords.

[pause]

[The recording i repeated.]
[pause]

“That's the end of Part One.
Now turn to Part Two.
[pause]

You will hear part of a radio programme in which food bistorian Andrew Dalford talks
about pepper, one of the commonest spices. For questions 9 1o 17, complete the sentences
with a word or short phrase.

You now have forty-fve seconds in which to look at Part Two.

[pause]

Pepper s such a common food tem nowadays that we have almost ceased to
appreciate . It may be hard to believe it was once so valuable it was used as currency.
Food historian Andrew Dalford talks abou the significance of pepper n history and in
cooking.

Today, when spices cost so lite, t seems unbelievable that these fragrant bits of bark,
leaves and seeds were once so costly, 50 hard to track down and transport that men
were willng o risk thei ives going to the ends of the earth for the. I've investigated
the history of spices and written about itin Dangerous Tastes which has just been
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Presenter:

published. Pepper is a unique spice, as the rits are marksted i four difierent
versions: black, white, green and red, according o the harvest period, irespecive of
the planting and growing condiions. Yet whereas everybody knows that saltis
Valuable, because you need It in order 1 Ive, pepper s not essential. So why was it 0
sougrt after?

Pepper was valued party ust because It was expensive. For hundreds of years,
pepper only grew in souther India, o it was a voyage of many months to bring it to
other parts of the world. At the time when such jourmeys were hazardous, lengthy and
unpleasant, the result was that the merchants could charge almost whatever price they
fancied. Ships travelled from Europe with goods in huge quaniies so that pepper could
be brought back in exchange. Unscrupulous suppliers often mixed in commonly
avallable berries and seeds, even small stones, to make the sacks of pepper go further.
Inthe West it was considered exalic, yet in Souther India its a common plant —
everyone can grow tn their garden, as a vine hanging off other trees.

“The traffc in spioes goes back to the days before recorded history. Archaeologists
estimate that b fity thousand yoars ago, primitive man had discovered that parts of
Gertain aromic plants hielp make food taste better. Spices have ben Socialy
important throughout history as a status symbol as wallas for flavouring and preserving
foods. Their value can be seen as early as the year 408, when they are featured ina
Jist of valuable items given to Alaric the Visigoth in retur for the release of the city of
Rome.

Being much smaller and ighter than metal, pepper was particularly suited for use
instead of money. Wealthy aristocrats kept stores of pepper as we might store goid,
since everyone recogrised its value as currency. It was accepted as payment for ents
and debs. Pepper was considered one of the essential luxuries which were in demand
in the Roman Empire along with sik and materials such as ivory, which the Romans
exchanged for the pottery and ieather goods they produced.

Pepper remained important down through the centuries. Spices were also used in
preserving foods, as wellas seasoning them 10 cover up the taste of food which may
have been sighly rotten. Although best known, along with salt for s flavour-
enhancing quaiiies, pepper, ko ginger, came to be used for medicinal purposes, for
exampl, as a digestive stimuiant. Its hot and pungent flavour was helpfulto those with
respiratory problems. When the hotness catches your throat t aids coughing, and thus.
the removal of offending irants. i was also used as an extemal ointment 10 5o0the:
Hching or buming skin, especially when caused by overexposue to the sun.

Black pepper is an sffective deterrent o inscts as f s 10xic 1o many of hem. It can
be efther ground and dissolved in warm water and sprayed on plants or sprinkled on
affected areas. Today, pepper, i king of spices, il acoounts for ane fourth of the
‘workd's spice trade. Pepper is the third most added Ingredient o recipes, after water
and salt. Some even like it for sweet dishes, such as strawberries. S0 the hurble
pepper has an llustrious and dramtic past which we should perhaps remember as we
unthinkingly grind or sprinkle it onto our food.

“Thank you, Andrew Dalford
Ipause]

Now youl hear Part Tuo again.
[The recording is repeated.|
[pausc]

That' the end of Part Tivo.
Now turn to Part Three.

fpause]
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Maria:

Interviewer:

PART 4

Dominic:

Domiic:

Sue:
Dominic:

Sue:
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s we know, various paople have tied to establish whether graphology works over the.
years, graphologists, psychologists and others. But | tink the real issue is that we
don'tknow whether it works or no. It might work, 1 dont know, and efther doas
anyone else for that matter, and whist we're not sure, | don't think It shoud be used for
serious applications ik job solection and assessment. I's fino as an after-dinner
amusement or topic fo a one-off class for recalctrant teeragers on a wot Friday
aftemoon, but perhaps we should leave t there for the moment.

Well,on that note .. (fade)

pause]

Now youl ear Part Three again.

[The recording is repeated.]

[pavse]

That'sthe end of Part Three.

Now turn to Part Four

[pause]

You will bear o friends, Dominic and Sz, talking about formality in the workplace.
For questions 23 t0 28, decide whether the opinions are expressed by only one of the
speakers,or whether the speakers agree. Write S for Sue, D for Dominic, or B for both,
where they agree.

Yo now have thirty seconds in which to look at Part Four

[pause]

You know Sue, | was speaking to someone yesterday about nformelity at work and he
thought that open-plan ofices really improve the working environment and encourage
people to talk about the job and about problems among themseives, and to the boss,
Wwho's sting there too.

1 wouldn't be able to concentrate, 5o t would defiitely be detrimental to my work
output,

Well it depends to some extent on the individual, | suppose, but itworks for me, though
proviously | was sceptical

‘These days with e-mail and all these other ways of communicating, | can't see any
‘advantage in having oper-plan offces.

‘Thats hardly an argument against the. Everyone wants a more informal atmosphers
these days.

Another aspect of being less forma is caling your colleagues by thelr frst names.
Where | work the owners most defintely wani to be called M’ and Mrs', but the rest of
us allcall sach other by our fist names. Does your company have any convertion on
that?

We're trained to go for polite informalty. | answer the phone and introduce myself as
Dominic Greenfleld, not Mr Greenfild, so everyone calls me Domiric and we're off on
2 good footing.

' sure thars right, because you're immediately breaking down the barrier. You can
get on with the business more smoothy than if you sound starchy.

‘What about dressing down at work into casuial wear? My boss has changed his mind in
fact, and now he thinks it acceptable. What do you thirk about that?

Imfor it n the right environment. Maybe you are in a very young environment, ot an
old-fashioned workplac like mine and its probably very acceptable i people, ... rankly
ifthey work beter because they feel more comortable. But s long s t dosst et too
sioppy, because | thnk i you o to work with no idea of formal dress, I there isntany.
‘code at all then it just tends 1o encourage people 1o be lazy.

-
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Dominlc: 1 understand what you'e saying, and maybe wearing a nice shirt and tie and a nice pair
of cuffinks, ... Yknow, is important o impress you clients. But when you've got a day
at work when you're not having any meelings of represeniing the firm t al, and you'e
probably in an airess, overheated offce, | think It helps to have easy, casual clothes.

1 hink modem offices are usualy quite ongenial and condcive to work.

Anyway, it shouldn'tbe like school.

But I think some of the reasons chidren wear school uniform can be applied o adults
in the workplace. Ive aways been in favour of school uniform because it equalises
peoplo in a place whre they need to concentrate on work, not on what everybody else
locks lke.

And there are certainly those who need to be protected from their own dress serse,
and itd be beter for allof us f they were tod.

‘Wnat iferonce does that make to your performance at work?

Don't you think that dressing down may create an unspoken hierarchy that dossn't
eally exist? So people at work, who're maybe on the same leve, f one o them
dresses on a higher budget, in designer labels, even i s casual cothes, that person
willautomatically be seen as more prestigious.

Sue: | dott say ifs all-important, but | think it could disadvantage cerain people. 1 like the
idea of being comfortable and wearing casual ciothes and I all being easier and loss
formal, but | always feol right n a sult at work.

hink there's two sides to the argument.

Anyway, ke 1o come hore... (Fade)

[pause)

Now you'll hear Part Four again.

[The recording s repeated.]

Ipause]

‘That's the end of Part Four

There will now be a pause of five minstes for you to copy your ansswers onto the separate
ansuwer sheet. Be sure to folow the mumbering of all the guestions.

Note: StoplPause the recording here and time five minutes. In the exam candidates will be
reminded when there is one minute remainiog

(pause]

That's the end of the test. Please stop now:. Your supervisor will mow collect all the question
papers and answer sheets.

Test 2 Key

Paper 1 Reading (1 hour 30 minutes)

Part 1 (one mark for each correct answer)
1D 2B 3A 4D 5B 6C 7A 8
10 B 1D 12 B 13 D 14 B 15C 16
18 B
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