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Activity . (51 , : 4
English has a :yscem of tags which aped.kers can put at the end of what they say. lor

example:

You're French, aren’t you? 5

He’s coming tonight, i Ae?

\"h.n do you think rhese tags are for? Make notes and/or discuss mt.h a parmex
why you think speakers use tags, Are there other types ot tags apart from the two

AP P

types in the examples above?

Speakers and setting
<8 01> male (40s)
<8 02> male (40s)

Two old friends who haven'tseen each other for a few years are ‘catching up’ with

each other. They are in a village pub garden on an exceptionally hot sumImer’s

evening, talking about <8 01>’ children.
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" something, wakes them up

country at one Pomt
(laughs] No, | er ., we go, we ||sten to it quite a lot, every time we
goto Ireland we &rm, y0u know seek out good musicians and er do
. quite a lot of listening and of course we still buy a lot of records, —
. boughta lot of records over the last few years, but erm, there's not
actuaHy anybody to play with around here, you know [<S 01 > mm]
there's a there's a sessuan every Sunday night in Cambridge in 2 put
and thats erm about it ... do. you still listen to Scottish music?
Ver ... since this pair. have arr;_ ed (<5 02> mm]j very very little,

you just don't have the t|me _”'nd with the new house, and with 1re
garden [<S 02> Mm] qgcasuonally | take fits of putting stuff on. not as

much as before
They do | s'pose take up a lot of time, don't they u ds?

' ‘ £-.They take up a lot
of, | mean, normally, you get if you're lucky they're all tucked up in
bed by eight-thirty [ <S5 02> mm] ... that's if you're lucky, and then er
Do they sleep all night without erm waking up, did they wakefup last
night, they didn't [<S 01> no] did they, no, [<S 02> no] didn't hear
a thing ;

Jamie norfna!ly you p-but him in his cot and he's ... he's gone

[<S 02> mm] he sleeps he's very good at sleeping [<S 02> ram)
Thomas is a bit of a pain [<5 02> an] all sorts of things inghten him,
you know [<S 02> yeah] wakes up with nightmares ann thar

[<S 07_> does he] yeah some nights we change beds about three
“four times; he comes into our bed and there's not enough rocrmn and
so | gointe his bed and he comes back in so to My bed and his bed
and chopping and changing

It's extra'ordih'ary to think they have bad dreams, well, | suppose they

' dream of images they've seen during the day, probably dream of that

bloomin' duck or something
Or it just might be a car, noisy car going past the window or

Mm ... it's going to be hot tonight ... in bed, isn't it 5






