SEMINARIO DE ACTUALIZACIÓN DISCIPLINARIA DE PRÁCTICAS DE PRONUNCIACIÓN EN INGLÉS 1
1° Encuentro

Downton Abbey

The scenes you are about to watch are taken from the British TV drama called “Downton Abbey”. 

SCENE 1
(from 01:03 to 07:00)

After watching the opening scene discuss:

· Where is the story set?
· When is the story set?
· Who are the participants presented so far?
· What is going on?
· What could be the “incredible” piece of news they all comment on, do you think?

SCENE 2
(from 15:05 to16:20)

The main characters in the story are the members of the Crawley family, who live in Downton Abbey, a mansion nestled in the Yorkshire landscape.
Robert, Earl of Grantham, and his wife, Cora, Countess of Grantham, have three daughters. 
The fact that the Crawleys have three daughters and no male heir is relevant to the development of the conflict. Can you guess why?

The piece of news that has just reached the place has caused much chaos within the family. The couple are talking about it.

  
· Read the script of SCENE 2. In pairs try to guess who are the characters in bold. Then, check your answers with the teacher, as well as any vocabulary you find difficult.














 [Robert and Cora go on a walk with the dog.]

ROBERT: She was certainly reluctant to go into mourning.

CORA: Well, she'll have to; we all will. O'Brien's sorting out my black now, and I've told Anna to see what the girls have that still fits. Of course, this alters everything. You won't try to deny it. You must challenge the entail now, surely?

ROBERT: Can't we at least wait until we know they're dead before we discuss it?

CORA: Don't talk as if I'm not broken-hearted, because I am. Of course, I've never understood why this estate must go to whomever inherits your title.

ROBERT: My dear, I don't make the law. What is it?

MR CARSON: The Dowager Countess is in the drawing room.

ROBERT: I'll come now.

MR CARSON: She asked for Lady Grantham.

CORA: I wonder what I've done wrong this time.

MR CARSON. And the new valet has arrived, My Lord.

ROBERT: Has he? Er...thank you, Carson. What is it?

MR CARSON: I'm not entirely sure that he'll prove equal to the task, but Your Lordship will be the judge of that.

CORA:  I´d better go.

ROBERT: Tell her about James and Patrick; she won't have heard.
















SCENE 3
(as from 16:20)


VIOLET, DOWAGER COUNTESS OF GRANTHAM: Of course I've heard. Why else would I be here?

CORA: Robert didn't want you to read about it in a newspaper and be upset.

VIOLET: He flatters me. I'm tougher than I look.

VIOLET: I'm very sorry about poor Patrick, of course. He was a nice boy.

CORA: We were all so fond of him.

VIOLET: But I never cared for James. He was too like his mother and a nastier woman never drew breath.

CORA: Will you stay for some luncheon?

VIOLET: Thank you.

CORA: I'll let Carson know.

VIOLET: I've already told him. Shall we sit down?

VIOLET: Do you know the new heir?

CORA: Only that there is one.

VIOLET: He's Robert's third cousin, once removed. I have never, well, to my knowledge, set eyes on him.

CORA: Of course, if your late husband hadn't forced me to sign that absurd act of legal theft--

VIOLET: My dear, I didn't come here to fight. Lord Grantham wanted to protect the estate. It never occurred to him that you wouldn't have a son.

CORA: Well, I didn't.












VIOLET: No...you did not. But when Patrick had married Mary, and you grandson been hailed as master, honour would have been satisfied. Unfortunately, now...

CORA: Now a complete unknown has the right to pocket my money, along with the rest of the swag.

VIOLET: The problem is, saving your dowry would break up the estate. It would be the ruin of everything Robert's given his life to.

CORA: And he knows this?

VIOLET: Well, if he doesn't, he will.

CORA:Then there's no answer.

VIOLET: Yes, there is, and it's a simple one. The entail must be smashed in its entirety, and Mary recognized as heiress of all.

CORA: There's nothing we can do about the title.

VIOLET: No. She can't have the title. But she can have your money. And the estate. I didn't run Downton for thirty years to see it go lock, stock, and barrel to a stranger from God knows where.

CORA: Are we to be friends, then?

VIOLET: We are allies, my dear, which can be a good deal more effective.















Follow-up activities
SCENE 1
· Discuss the following extracts from the scene.

1) “For once in my life I´d like to wake up naturally.”
2) “Nothing in life is sure”

SCENE 2
After the tragedy, the whole family will go into mourning.
· Is it common nowadays for people to dress in mourning? 
· Can you think of a day of national mourning?
Now go back to the script of the scene and practise reading it aloud in pairs. Then, reverse roles.

SCENE 3
Read these extracts taken from scene 3
VIOLET: “My dear, I didn´t come here to fight”
CORA: “Are we to be friends, then?”
VIOLET: “We are allies, my dear, which can be a good deal more effective.”

· What can you say about the relationship between Violet and Cora?
Now go back to the script of the scene and practise reading it aloud in pairs. Then, reverse roles
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