2° Encuentro

Downton Abbey

SCENE 4
(as from 01:04:20)

Do you remember who is who in Downton Abbey? Go back to the characters and their relationships.
The “incredible” piece of news brings about unrest at the Crawley’s. Why?

VIOLET: Do you know the new heir?
CORA: Only that there is one.
VIOLET: He's Robert's third cousin [...]

How do you imagine Robert´s third cousin?

Watch the scene and comment.

Discuss the following extract from the scene.
“He wants to change our lives.”

SCENE 5
(as from 00:30)

What do you know or imagine about class structure of British society at the time?

Mathew and Isobel arrive at Crawley House in Yorkshire from Manchester.
As you watch the scene, think about …

· what the characters do and what is expected from them considering their role

· whether any of the character’s attitudes call your attention. If so, what would you say about it?

 
SCENE 6
(as from 01:53)

As you watch the next scene, think about to what extent this scene bears a link with Violet’s expression: “We are allies, my dear, which can be a good deal more effective”


SCENE 7
(as from 02:15)

Once settled in their new house, Matthew doesn’t seem to feel at ease.
· What is it that he finds “ridiculous”? 
· Why is it that he wants “to go right now”?
Interpret and discuss Isobel’s wise piece of advice:
Isobel: What they expect, Matthew is that we won't know how to behave. So, if you don't mind, I would rather not confirm their expectations.

SCENE 8

After meeting Lady Mary, would you say he would like to leave “right now”?

Explain what you believe Matthew and Lady Mary are referring to when they say:
Matthew: Lady Mary, I hope you didn't misunderstand me. I was only joking.
Lady Mary: Of course. And I agree. The whole thing is a complete joke.

Now go back to the script of the scene and practise reading it aloud in pairs.



