4° Encuentro

Downton Abbey

SCENE 13
(Ep 2, 00:22)

Mrs. Crawley explored the village. Where do you think she went?

Mathew is asked about his hobbies? What would you expect him to have as hobby?

Watch the scene and confirm your expectations. To what extent you can compare Mrs Crawley to Lady Graham and Mary to Mathew
 
Discuss the following extracts from the scene.
“Not as well as Mrs Crawley, apparently.”

“Families like ours are always hunting families.”

SCENE 14
(Ep 2, 00:23)


What is a myth?


What role do myth play culturally?


Have you ever heard about Perseus and Andromeda?

Perseus & Andromeda
The story of Perseus and Andromeda derives from Greek mythology and contains very deep wisdom on the interactions of male and female energy. Perseus is one of the greatest heroes of Greek Mythology. He was the son of mighty Zeus and mortal Danae. He is best known as the slayer of the Gorgon Medusa, a fearsome monster, and as the rescuer of the Ethiopian princess Andromeda. Perseus is also said to be an ancestor of Hercules and the Asian race of the Persians. He was praised as a brave man, a good son and an honorable king.





Saving Andromeda
As he was flying over Africa in his return home, Perseus encountered Atlas the Titan, a mythical giant, who challenged him. In their confrontation, Perseus used Medousa's head to turn the Titan into stone. Perseus continued his journey home and, as he passed the kingdom of Ethiopia, he came upon the beautiful and helpless maiden Andromeda, chained to the rocks waiting to be devoured by a sea monster.

The beautiful Andromeda was the daughter of the Ethiopian king Cepheus and queen Cassiopeia. One day, the vain queen had bragged that her daughter Andromeda was more beautiful than the Nereids, the sea nymphs. The sea nymphs fell angry to hear that and complained to Poseidon, the god of the sea. A furious Poseidon unleashed the sea monster Cetus to frequently ravage the coast and devastate the land of Ethiopia in order to avenge the insult to his wards, the Nereids. The desperate king Cephus appealed Zeus, who suggested the sacrifice of Andromeda as the only way to appease the wrathful Poseidon.

Thus it was that our hero Perseus found himself face to face with the beautiful Andromeda chained helplessly onto the rocks, awaiting her doom. Perseus immediately fell in love with the lovely maiden and promptly killed Cetus the beast, who had been licking his lips at the prospect of having a delicious meal.

Perseus took Andromeda to her father Cepheus and asked for her hand in marriage. This infuriated Andromeda's uncle Phineus, to whom the maiden was already promised. During the ensuing quarrel, Perseus turned Phineus into a stone by showing him the head of the Gorgon Medousa.


As you watch the scene, think about …

· Drawing a parallel between the myth and the Crawleys. Who is who in Downton Abbey?

· The effect of the myth in the scene. 

The following expressions are used in the conversation. Can you reconstruct the Crawley’s story with them:

“(His) country was ravaged by storms.”
“(…) to sacrifice his eldest daughter.”
“(…) to a hideous sea monster.”
“(…) she was rescued.”
“Son of a god.”
“Rather more fitting, (...)”
[bookmark: _GoBack]“That depends. (…) to know more about the princess and the sea monster.”

