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PRACTICAL CLASSES Room C101/C102

Material needed for practical classes (available at Fotocopiadora del CEHCE).
Booklet FONETICA Y FONOLOGIA INGLESA | — MATERIAL DE CATEDRA CLASES PRACTICAS —
PARTE A & PARTE B

Dictionaries

Jones, D. (2006) Cambridge English Pronouncing Dictionary (18" ed.). Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press.

Wells, J. (2008) Longman Pronunciation Dictionary (3" ed.). London: Longman.

Requirements to pass the course
= Attendance 75% — If necessary, you should provide a certificate.
= QOral Interviews

There are three interviews along the year in which you will be assessed on your
oral production and you will receive feedback and suggestions on how to work
in those particular aspects that might require development.

You are sitting in pairs and discuss set readings assigned beforehand and do
some reading aloud.

The following are the areas that will be assessed: segmental, suprasegmental;
language and content of assigned readings.

1%' Oral Interview 10 to 17 April

IMPORTANT: Students should bring their assessment form (FICHA ENTREVISTAS
ORALES) to the interview.

2" Oral Interview 1to 5 July

3" Oral Interview 21 to 25 October

Oral Make-Up Interview 11 to 15 November

= Written Practice — You should hand in transcriptions of the written material in due
time.

Selected units from Transcribing the Sounds of English (1 Vowels (pp.6-37);
2 Consonants (pp.38-53) (up to Winter break)
Selected passages from English Transcription Course - Lesson 3 (up to
Winter break)
Selected material from Lab Practice TP April, May & June
Selected passages from English Transcription Course - Unit 3 (Aug.); Unit 4
(Sep.); Unit 7 (Oct.)

= Lab Practice — a self-study programme that covers selected practice at the
segmental level as well as practice on listening, dictation and transcription that
should be covered according to a planned schedule.

Material FONETICA Y FONOLOGIA INGLESA | - LAB PRACTICE

All printed and audio material will be available on Campus and at the Language
Laboratory.

CAMPUS VIRTUAL FAHCE
Information, materials, related links and latest news will be regularly uploaded at
http://campus.fahce.unlp.edu.ar/
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The Phonemic Alphabet

Consonants

/ p/ people top
/pi:pl/  /top/

/b / big snob
/big/  /snob/

/m/ me games
/mi:/  /germz/

/t/ tea letter /d/ do read /n/ mnone run
/ti/ - /leta/ /du:/ /riid/ /nan/  /ran/
/k/ car active /g/ go dog /1 / sing angry
/kai/ /ektrv/ /gou/ /dog/ /sm/  /engri/
/ tf / church / d3/joke  enjoy /r/ red far away
/tf3:tf/ /dzauk/ /indzo1/ /red/ /farr swer/
/ £/ fun rough /v/ vote live /1/ Tlunch all

/fan/  /raf/

/vaut/  /lv/

antf/  /a:1/

/ 0/ think teeth
/Omk/  /ti:0/

/ 0/ these with
/01:z/  /wid/

/j/ yes  music
/jes/  /mjuizik/

/s/ sun  mess
/san/ /mes/

/z/ zo00 visit
/zuz:/ /vizit/

/ w/ watch quick
/wotf/ /kwik/

/ §/ shoe cash
/fu/ Jkaf/

/ 3/ television
/telivizn/

/h/ hat who
/heaet/ /hui/

Vowels & diphthongs

/i:/ meet sea

[ o: / caught door

/e1 /[ play great

/miit/  /sii/ /koit/  /doy/ /plet/ /grert/
/1/bit itch / v / book l[at [l try
/bit/  /itf/ /buk/ /a1/ /trat/

/ e/ bet ate [ u: / who doing / o1/ enjoy choice

/bet/ /et/ /huy/ /duzig/ /indzo1/ /tfors/

| ® [ act cat /A /fun uncle / 19 [ here weird

/ekt/ /keaet/ /fan/  /ankl/ /his/ /wiad/

[ a:/hard aunt /3:/turn  blur / ea [ care chairs

/ha:d/ /a:nt/ /t3m/ /bls:/ /kea/ /tfeoz/

/o /what on [ o/ about woman / vo [ cruel pure

/wot/ /on/ /abaut/ /wuman/ /krual/ /pjua/
/auv /go old

/gau/ /auld/

[ au [ about out
/abaut/ /aut/




1 Vowels (1)

1. (R.O.1.A) Listen to the following pair of sounds. Can you hear the
difference between them?

/1:/ see /1/ sit
/u/ too /u/ put
/a:/ saw /n/ got

2. Listen again and repeat. Try to memorize the symbol for each sound.

3. What do the following symbols transcribe?

1. /pot/ 9. /fi:l/
2. /bil/ 10. /si:t/
3. /doi/ 11. /s1k/
4. /tiz/ 12. /ba:l/
5. /skot/ 13. /wul/
6. /pul/ 14. /tru:/
7. fu:d/ 15. /sa:t/
8. /hu:/ 16. /kud/

4. (R.0.1.B.) Listen and write the correct symbol for the word you hear.

1. God/g____d/ 7. bit/lb____t/

2. foot/f  t/ 8. boot/b___ t/

3. feet/f  t/ 9. book/b K

4. do/d___/ 10.worn/w___n/

5 lead/l___d/ 11. it/ t/

6. four/f____/ 12.what/w____t/
2 Vowels (2)

1. (R.O.2.A) Listen to the following pair of sounds. Can you hear the
difference between them?

/el ten /ee/ hat
/a:/ arm /Al cup
/3:/ fur /a/ ago

2. Listen again and repeat. Try to memorize the symbol for each sound.



3. What are the following professions?

1. /n3:s/
2. /batls/
3. /eekta/
4. [eektras/

5. /faima/

7.
8.
9.

/wa3:ka/
/da:nsa/
/plama/

/sekratri/

10. /ba:man/

4. (R.0.2.B.) Listen and match the words in each group to the correct

transcription on the right.

bell /b1l/ purse /p3:s/
Bull \ /bul/ puss /pa:s/
Bill /bel/ pass /pi:s/
Ball /ba:l/ piece /pus/
Fool [fo:l/ fist [first/
Full /fel/ fast /fa:st/
Fell [fu:l/ first [fist/
Fall /ful/ feast /f3:st/
Hat /ha:t/ cot /ko:t/
Hut /h3:t/ court /kaet/
Hurt /heet/ cat /kot/
Heart /hat/ cut /knat/

3 Consonants

1. (R.0.3.A.) Many of the symbols for the consonants are easy to
recognize. This is how they sound in English:

/p/ pen
/b/ bad
/t/ tea
/d/ did
/k/ cat
/g/ got
/f/ fall
/v/ voice

/sl so
/z/ zoo
/h/ how
/m/ man
/n/ no
/] leg
/r/ red
/w/ wet

2. Listen again and mark with a * any of the consonants that sound very
different in your language. (Most of them will sound a little different) Try
to memorize the consonants that you have marked.




3. (R.0.3.B.) The following consonants are more difficult:

/8/ thin /8/ then
/§/ she /3/ vision
/t§/ chin /d3/ June
/n/ sing /jl yes.

4. Try to match the symbols to the words.

nl/ yet

/5] treasure
/d3/ that

18/ chain
1§/ thick

/il sign

/0/ shine
/3/ July

5. (R.0.3.C)) Listen to the words and circle the correct transcription.

washing thank

/weetfin/ /wotfin/ /Baenk/ /0eenk/
/wofin/ /weefin/ /deenk/ /8aenk/
chip short

[tf1p/ [tfizp/ /tfo:t/ /fot/
[fi:p/ /§1p/ [fo:t/ /§3:t/
these use

[Bi:z/ 812/ lju:z/ luiz/
[012/ [0i:z/ /d3u:z/ lu:s/
thought jaw

/Bot/ /00:t/ /tfo:/ /jo:/
/09:t/ /0pt/ /d39a:/ /d3o:w/

4 Diphthongs (1)

1. (R.O.4.) Diphthongs consist of two vowel sounds together. Listen to the
way the following diphthongs are made.

/e1/ page /au/ now /a1/ five /o1/ join
2. Listen again and repeat. Try to memorize the symbol for each diphthong.

3. Transcribe the following words.
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/bo1/ [favnd/ [tfo1s/

/weiv/ [botlin/ /fa1/

/haid/ /0e1/ /deindza/
/dei1/ /tfa1ld/ /endzoid/
/hau/ /weidziz/ /a1da/

/rart/ /faut/ /faus/

4. Work with a partner. Can you think of other words with these diphthongs

sounds that are spelled in the same way? Check your answers with a
dictionary.

Example: boy — toy; found — sound

5 Diphthongs (2)

1.

4.

(R.O.5.A)) Listen to how these diphthongs are made.
/ou/ home /ea/ hair /19/ near /us/ pure

Listen again and repeat. Try to memorize the symbol for each diphthong.

(R.O.5.B.) Listen to the words on the left and circle the correct
transcription on the right.

1. Pair /pe1/ /pea/
2. Rice /reis/ /rais/
3. Grow /grou/ /gre1/
4. Care /kea/ /kau/
5. Ball /baul/ /boail/
6. Loud /loud/ /laud/
7. Day /da1/ /de1/
8. Beer /b1a/ /bea/
9. Toe [tua/ [tau/
10. Night /nart/ /naut/
11.Dear /dea/ /d1a/
12.fare [feal /f1a/

What is the other word in each pair?
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5. Try to match the symbol on the left with the word containing it on the

right.

/e1/ sure
/au/ dive
/a1/ cow
/au/ go
/o1/ fair
10/ boy
/eal/ clear

/ua/ age
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Listening Practice #1
First few weeks in higher education

MODULE 2 Larming a liviog

Listening

Before youlisten 1 a Youwill heararadio discussion in which two students are talking about

their first few weeks in higher education. First discuss these questions:

I How does being at college/university difler from being at school?

2 Whal are the advantages and disadvantages of continuing your
edducation rather than getting 2 job?

b Look at the listening task below. Read the questions but not the options
A-C. Mark the main points {the first two have been donc for you). What
do you think the answers might be?

2 () Listen to Leanne and Harry. Did they say what you predicted in 1h?

Listening for gist 3 a () Listen again. For questions 1-5, choose the best answer A,BorC,

: p 1 ! What advice does Teanne give abour getting to know people in the
Listening strategy first weeks at university?
Ity to recall what you know about the A Join lots of sports ¢lubs.
topic. Any knowledge you already B Try not to judge people on first impressions.

have will help you to understand the

S ot C Make friends with people studying the same subject as you.
main points better.

2 Whal dves Llarry regret about his first two weeks al college?

Listening for opinions A not going out cnough
B not doing more work
Listening strategy | C not saving his maney
To help identify different speakers’ 3 Leanne was able to manage financially a1 university hy
opinions, listen for expressions that A living at home.
introduce opinions and express B gelting a part-time job.
agreement and disageeement, e.g.: C finding ways of economising,
I {dom’s) tivink ... L G Eee TENN 2 4
3 ¥ 4 What is Harry's view on attending leclures?
In my opinion ... . B : o
Yes, @bsolutely ... . A Don't buther going.
R B You shauid make detailed notes,
Yes, that's true .. C They are uselul as an introduction to the subject.

5 What do they both find difficult about working withaut supervision?
A molivaling yourself
B not getting distracted
C understanding the task

b Compare and give reasons for your answers.
Discussion 4 Discuss the questions below,

I What advice would you give Lo schoal-leavers starling higher education?
2 What do you think is the best way ta gel Lo know new peaple?
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. The radio discussion makes reference to the following topics. What

can you remember? What was said about them?

= School leavers = Lectures

= Socializing = Self-discipline
» Budget = Stress

= Accommodation =  Writing essays

If we take the topics and we analyze them phonetically, how many
sounds does each of the words have?

= sku:l lizvez = |ektfoz

» saufslarzin = self disiplin
*  bad3z1t = stres

= akopmadeifan = rartin eseiz

3. As we can see, letters and sounds are not to be confused.

While it is conventional to use letters in writing, phonetic
transcriptions use internationally agreed symbols (IPA).

One principle governing the use of these phonetic symbols is that
there should ONLY be one symbol for every sound; regardless of the

number of letters.

In that way, it sometimes takes several letters to “spell” a sound,

as it’s the case in school, stress, or accommodation above.

Paralelly, other letters are “silent” (they have no corresponding

sound), such as the “w” in writing above.

In addition, because symbols are not letters, you cannot
‘personalize’ them and create your own version of them. Symbols
must be drawn as they appear in the pronunciation dictionary. Words

may be in capitals, symbols CAN'T.
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4. Cross out the silent letters in these words, all of which appeared in
the listening activity.

KNOW WHOLE LISTEN
TALK HIGH MIGHT
COuLD WRONG HOUR

Can you infer any rules?

4.1 What about the following examples? Which rules do they illustrate?

= SIGN = DEBT

= COMB = FOREIGN

= DOUBT = PSYCHOLOGY
= WHISTLE = SANDWICH

= HALF

4.2 Here are some rarities which do not respond to any rule:

= HONOUR = HONEST
= SALMON = ANSWER
= |RON = HEIR

= |ISLAND

5. The following words appeared in the listening activities above.
Transcribe them into normal spelling.

LY (Ve [E=T0 A aektfali..cooreeeeiei,
N3IVOS.ciiirrrerrrrrrrrrrnnnnns a:krtektfo. i,
kolzd3.....ccoeiiee Andalain.........coueeevveiiinennes
VOraIdti... e eeeereeeenee QUVAVJUI.ueiirreeeeeeeeeeeneanns
advaiNtId3......ueeeeeeiiniiinen (1= €
INAT e, duidl.iiii,

6. Use the words from the previous activity to make reference to the
radio discussion heard.
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BOYS WILL BE BOYS
By Leon Rosselson

Task 1) The following words appear, in that order, in the first part of the poem.
Can you make sense of them? What is the poem talking about?

Look / Peter - Isn"t / terror / shooting / neighbours/ cowboy gun?
Screaming / jet plane - Always throwing something.
I / can’t control - Trouble? - He / one.

Boys / boys - Fact / human nature - Girls / grow up / mothers.

Now listen to this first part and check your predictions
Task 2) Listen to the second part of the poem, and fill in the blanks. Check in pairs.
Look little Janie, doesn’t look pretty
Playing with dolly, proper little mum?
Never being dirty, never being noisy,

Don’t touch sister, Peter, now look what done!!

Ahh, boys be boys,

[t’s fact human nature,

girls will grow up mothers.

Task 3) Listen now to the third section of the poem and transcribe the words you hear.

Now what’s come over Janie? Janie’s turning nasty!
Left hook to the body, right hook to the eye!
Vicious little hussy! Now, Peter’s started bawling!
What a bloody cissy! Who said you could cry?!
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Now, transcribe the words you read.

Because boys must be boys,

[t’s a fact of human nature,

And girls must grow up to be mothers

Task 4) Listen to the end of the poem and mark the sounds or words which you feel are
different from the transcription.

nau 0i: wa:ld haez gon topsi t3:vi / d3eini wonts er futbo:l

2end pi:te d3ast si:mz haepi pufin preemz salon /

1t meiks ju: fi:l seu gilti / kidz a: satf ex wari /

dokta dokta tel mi / wea did wi: gau ron /

bikoz boiz mast bi: boiz / 1t 1z e1 feekt pv hju:man nerttfs /

2end g3:lz mast grau Ap tu: bi: madeaz /
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Strong forms in conversation

1. Read the conversation and complete the gaps with phrases using auxiliaries.

LIZ:

KATE:

LIZ:

KATE:

LIZ:

KATE:

LIZ:

KATE:

LIZ:

KATE:

LIZ:

I suppose you've heard the latest ... about lan and Patsty?

No, what happened?

Oh, didn’t you hear? They’ve split up.

(A) ceneeieeieee e, ?

Yeah, I thought everybody knew.

Hmm, well, I suppose it’s not really surprising, (b) ............... ?

I mean, they never really seemed to have that much in common.
How do you mean?

Well, their interests for a start: he’s really into his computers and
computer games and all that kind of stuff, but she (c) ............... .
She prefers something a bit livelier, going out to clubs and
things, having a good time.

Yes, she (d) ..oevneenennes like going out more than him, that’s true.
Has she told you anything about it?

Yes, (€) ceeeuenrennnne . She phoned me on Friday. It seems that it all
came to a bit of a crisis when ...

2. Listen to ten short conversations. Underline the phrase which would complete
each conversation logically.

1. (@) I do believe you. 6. (a) Do you?
(b) I did believe you. (b) Are you?
(c) I will belive you. (c) Did you?
2. (a)Yes, lam! 7. (a) Of course | will!
(b) Yes, I will! (b) Of course | do!
(c) Yes, | do! (c) Of course | am!
3. (a)don’t they? 8. (a) Have they?
(b) haven’t they? (b) Do they?
(c) weren'’t they? (c) Are they?
4. (a)lwon't. 9. (a) I'm not.
(b) I don't. (b) I wasn’t.
(c) I'm not. (c) I was.
5. (a) | did tell you! 10. (a) wasn't it, darling?
(b) I am telling you! (b) isn’t it, darling?
(c) I will tell you! (c) hasn't it, darling?

3. Work in pairs. Prepare similar short conversations based on some of these
situations. Include at least three examples of auxiliaries.

A man is trying to persuade a woman that he seriously wants to marry her. She’s not so sure.
Two people are having an argument after getting lost.

A mother is talking to one of her children who is about to go on holiday without her for the first
time.

A really good piece of gossip about your friend’s love life.

An employer is accusing an employee of stealing some money.
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Harry Potter ... weak or strong?

1) Watch the following scene from Harry Potter and The Goblet of Fire and answer
the following questions:

a) What does Dumbledore announce?
b) What does the event consist of?
c) Write down as many details as you can about the event.

2) These are some of Dumbledore’s lines in his speech. Read them and identify the
following words in phonemic script.

A—- THE-HAS-TO - FOR - OF - FROM
/sau howo:ts haz bi:n tfouzen te haust 8 ledzendri 1vent / da tri wizad to:nemant /

/ ®a tri wizad to:namant brinz tegeds Ori: sku:lz for 8 s1ariez av maed3ikl| kontests /

[ fram i:t] sku:l @ singl stju:dnt 1z s1lektrd ta kempi:t /

3) Listen and repeat the lines.
4) Some lines of the following fragment are in normal spelling. Transcribe them. Pay
special attention to weak forms.

Now let me be clear |1f tfouzan ju steend aleun | an trast mi wen a1 se1 | these contests

are not for the faint hearted| bat mo:r av deet le1to

5) Practice reading all the extracts above. Then record yourself.

6) In the following scenes the Heads of the school give more details about the event.

Student A: Watch the scene called ‘Eternal Glory’. Write down details and then tell
Student B about them.

Student B: Watch the scene called ‘The Yule Ball’. Write down details and then tell
Student A about them.
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Elizabeth’s story

1. Look at the pictures. What's the problem? How do the people in the pictures cope with
it? Have you ever been in a similar situation? How did you cope with it?

:L\_E \U__ ﬂ, = J_lijl&.

o)

2. Elizabeth is talking about a time when she had to find her way in a strange town.
Listen and take notes on the map below. Then take the part of Elizabeth and retell the
story to a partner.

[ (™
vl
|
; = R
vOrSEY
PACE
[Pedesiions |
ki
Shees vt
', == —
!
MARKET STRERY
_ —
1
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3. Listen to the first short section of the recording. Complete with the missing words.

|

Complete the rule:
If the verb base ends in a voiceless sound,

then the —ed ending is pronounced ...............
If the verb base ends in a voiced sound,

then the —ed ending is pronounced ...............
If the verb base ends in /t/ or /d/ already,

then the —ed ending is pronounced ...............

5. Read the next section of Elizabeth’s story and find instances of —ed endings.
Transcribe them. Listen and check.

The street was empty, even the bus driver had gone. | hurried across and turned into an
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6. Listen to the next part. Write down what Elizabeth passes by as she tries to find
Market Street

Complete the rule:
If the word ends in a voiceless sound,
then the —s ending is pronounced ..........................
If the word ends in a voiced sound,
then the —s ending is pronounced ..................ccoeiinnn.n.
If the verb base ends in /s, z /d3, /tf/or /[/ already,
then the —es ending is pronounced ......................

7. Read the transcribed version of the following extract. Spot the mistakes. Compare your
answers to your partner. Listen and check.

/Il "a1 ‘'wokd @'lon / 'lukin 1n & ‘'windaus / &o la:st av da [op asistents waz d3zost
'klauzin 6a 'do:s / kad '[i: tel mi:/ 'pli:z/ wes 'ma:kit stri:t woz //

8. Practise reading the extracts in exercises 3 and 5. Record your versions, upload

them in Soundcloud and share your link with the teacher.
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9. a) At the end of Elizabeth’s story, she rang a bell at a side door of a pub. What do you
think happened then?

b) Listen to the sounds of what happened after Elizabeth rang the bell. Is it similar to

what you had imagined?

10. Listen to a song that shows how the story finishes. The lyrics have been written using
a speech recognition device. Account for the mistakes the machine has made in the

spelling of some words and expressions. Sing!

| walk tin the par kin the middle of the night

| hurry din the dark ‘cause there wasn tenny light
| stop tan | listen dan die look tall around

| couldn’t siya thing an die couldn’t hira sound

| switch ton my phone an die use dit for a light
| lookt to the leff tan die lookt other right

| started feeling worry dan decided to go back

You're lost, you're lost
You'll never find the track
You're lost, you're lost
You're never coming back!
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Stranger than Vowels

Do you usually follow the same routine when you wake up every day?
Do you always choose the same dish every time you go to a restaurant?
Are you a routine person?

1. Use the words and expressions in the box to predict the first scenes of the film you
are about to watch.

gwalk every weekday wristwatch man remarkably single teeth
%back and forth bathroom bed toothbrush getting dressed tax coffee catch use§

%words every morning look Wednesday bus eat mirror

2. Watch the film and check your predictions.

3. Now group the words according to the twelve English vowels. Some words can be
repeated.

Vowel / iz /

Vowel / 1/

Vowel / e /

Vowel / & /

Vowel / a: /

Vowel / b /

Vowel / 21/

Vowel / u /

Vowel / u: /

Vowel / A/

Vowel / 31/

Vowel / a/
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4. This is the transcript of the scene. Follow your teacher’s instructions

01s 1z 5 sto:ri obaut o man neimd harald krik an hiz ristwot{ /
harald krik waz @ man av infinat nambaz/ endlos keelkjuleifenz/

on rima:kabli fju: wo:dz / an hiz ristwot{ sed i:vn les /

evri wi:k de1/ fa twelv jiaz / harold wud braf i:tf ov hiz 83:ti tu: ti:0

sevnti siks taimz / 03:ti ert taimz bak on f2:0 / 03:ti e1t tatmz Ap an daun /

evri wi:k de1 / fa twelv ji1az/ harold wud tar hiz tar in o singl windzs not /
insted ov 0o dabl / desbai se1vin Ap to fo:tiOri: sekondz / hiz riswotf 6a:t

0o singl windzo meid hiz nek luk faet / bat sed naBIn /

evri wi:k der / fa twelv jioz / harald wud ran ot o re1t ov nioli fifti sevn steps
p3: blok fo siks bloks / beali kaetfin di eit sevnti:n kraunika bas /

hiz ristwot{ wud dilart 1n 8o fi:lin ov 85 krisp wind rafin suvar 1ts fers/

on evri witkde1 / fo twelv jiaz / harald wud rivju: sevn point wan Bri: fo:

teks farlz oz o sitnio r erdzant fo di int3:nal revenju s3:vis

5. Now practise reading the script. Once you have practised on your own, listen

to your partner and check his/her pronunciation. You can go back to the

recording every time you need.

6. Transcribe the following passage.

Harold crawls into bed, gently removing his wristwatch and placing it on the

nightstand next to him. He presses a few of its buttons probably to set its alarm. With

a tug of a chain the yellow light next to him goes out and the room returns to

darkness, save for the blue glow of his watch.
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Some tips and rules

1. -ed inflectional ending (past simple regular, past participles and adjectives)
ending in voiced sound = we add /-d/
ending in voiceless sound = we add /-t/
ending in /-t / /-d/ = we add /-1d/

Some exceptions to this rule are: naked, wrecked, rugged, ragged, wicked.

Whether they function as verbs or adjectives, most English words ending in —ed suffix follow the same phonological
rules as the past tense inflectional ending. However, look at these words ending in —ed: blessed, beloved, learned,
dogged, legged. They can also function either as verbs or adjectives. But, do they have the same pronunciation in both

cases?
He blessed us. The blessed virgin
She’s beloved by him She’s his beloved wife
We learned a lot He’s a very learned man
They dogged my steps She has a dogged determination
We legged him out of there He’s sitting on a three-legged stool

2. -sinflectional ending (plurals, genitive case, 3rd person singular PrS)
ending in voiced sound = we add /-z/

ending in voiceless sound = we add /-s/
ending in sibilant = we add /-1z/

Exception to previous rule: house /haus/ - houses /hauziz/
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More tips and rules

10.

11.

12.

Sounds /3:/and /a/ are of exactly the same quality. Consequently, the difference between them is

strictly functional: while vowel 11 is ABSOLUTELY ALWAYS in a stressed position, the schwa
ABSOLUTELY NEVER is!

Spelling “-0ok” = always /-uk/

Spelling “NG”= /ng/ in the middle of a morpheme
/n/ at the end of a morpheme

Exception to previous rule: comparatives and superlatives

/ n/ is never ever preceded by a long vowel

Letter “a” + 1 consonant = usually /ae/

Letter “a” + 1 consonant + letter “e” = usually /e1/
Letter “a” + double consonant = usually /ae/
(example: mat, mate, matter)

Letter “i” + 1 consonant = usually /1/

Letter “i” + 1 consonant + letter “e” = usually /a1/
Letter “i” + double consonant = usually /1/
(example: bit, bite, bitten)

Letter “i” alone is hardly ever said with vowel number 1 /i:/. Some exceptions to this rule are:
machine, technique, boutique, unique, police.

Double consonant = never a diphthong
(some exceptions: roll, gross, bass)

Prefix “ex-”  ifunstressed - /1ks/ when followed by voiceless sound (i.e: ex"port)
- /1gz/ when followed by voiced sound (i.e: ex"am)
if stressed = ALWAYS /eks-/ (i.e: “exit, “expert)

Letter “b” is silent when it’s final in the syllable and (1) preceded by a bilabial nasal (ex: bomb,
combing, climber) ; OR (2) preceded by a vowel and followed by a plosive (ex: doubt, debt)

Letter “t” is silent when preceded by /s/ and followed by a lateral or nasal (ex: listen, castle)

Letter “I” is silent in the cluster “-ould” (ex: would, could, should); and when it is preceded by a
long vowel AND followed by a consonant in the same syllable (ex: walk, palm)



Universinan NACIONAL DE La PLATa FONETICA Y FONOLOGIA INGLESA |

13. The linking “r” /r/ NEVER links a semivowel with another sound, it’s only intervocalic

14. Suffix “-sion” - after a vowel letter = /3°n/
- after a consonant letter = /{°n/

15. Suffix “-ate” - stressed /-e1t/ when it’s a verb (ex: to complicate)
- unstressed /-1t/ when it’s a noun (ex: the First Certificate)

16. Contracted auxiliaries (like cant, don’t, doesn’t) are ABSOLUTELY ALWAYS strong

17. The word “use” -asanoun /ju:s/
- as a verb /ju:z/ past tense /ju:zd/
- for habits in the past “used to” /ju:sta/

18. /ee/ is ABSOLUTELY ALWAYS spelt with letter “a”
/Al is ABSOLUTELY NEVER spelt with letter “a”

19. Always make sure that you control high frequency words such as numbers, days of the week,
months, everyday objects, structural words, etc
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Task #1 Sounds and letters?

English spelling, as you probably know, is not logical. Words which look as though they
are pronounced the same are not.

EX: meat /mi:t/ and great /greit/; home / houm/ and some /sam/; know /nau/ and now /nau/

In the following lists three words rhyme, but one is different. Underline the odd one
out. Then listen and check your answers.

lu/ or /ui/? boot — foot — shoot — suit

li:/ or /e/? bread — head — read (past) — read (present)
/3:/ or [5:]? work — fork — talk — walk

I/ or [au/? done — phone — son —won

lelor [e1/? paid — made — played — said

[ w:/ or [u/? good — food — wood — stood

le1/ or [ i:/? ache — break — take — weak

19/ or [ea? dear — hear — pear — near

/ su/or lau/? cows — knows — owes - rose

1) Circle the symbol that matches the sound in the underlined letters. They are all
single vowel sounds.

Word IA I3 [oi/
Weather lel i e/
Sugar i/ Jul A/
Woman o/ v/
Women o/ v/
Uncle /Al &l o/
Half lax/ el 1o/

2) Cross out the word which does not contain the vowel sound on the left.

l/ build — field — fill — women

/el leather — friend — break — bread
/N front — rough — won’t — country
/o/ clock — wonder — want — wash

/! angry — hungry — fax — salmon

/1:/ cheese — breath — meal — breathe
/ui/ spoon — wooden — zoo — souvenir
/a:/ warm — walk — store — work

/3:/ world — ferry — early — journalist

! Taken from New Headway Intermediate
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Task #2 Weak Forms
How many instances of weak forms can you find here?

How did you get here this morning? | didn’t see you at the station.

| came by car but | wouldn’t do it again.

Why not? The traffic isn't too bad, is it?

It was this morning. There are a lot of roadworks just the other side of the river.

Oh yes. I'd completely forgotten about those. So, why didn't you catch the train?

The alarm clock didn’t go off. There must have been a power cut last night, because the numbers were
blinking. And then, the traffic made me twenty minutes late.

Oh dear. Mister Jenkins wouldn’t like that.

He certainly didn’t like it. He got rather unpleasant about it.

I'm not surprised. He's been getting more and more bad tempered lately. Everybody noticed it ever since

he had that meeting at the head office; he has been quiet and unbearable.

Task #3 Weak Forms — Transcription

Transcribe in no more than 10 minutes, the extract provided in class.
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Task # 4 — Inflectional endings

“My Favourite ThingS”(song featured in The Sound of Music)

Place the underlined words from the song in the correct column according to their
pronunciation when the inflectional —=s is added

.Raindrops on roses and whiskers on kittens,

. bright copper kettles and warm woollen mittens,
. brown paper packages tied up with strings,

. these are a few of my favourite things.

A WN PP

. Cream coloured ponies and crisp apple strudels,

. door bells and sleigh bells and schnitzel with noodles,
. Wild geese that fly with the moon on their wings,

. these are a few of my favourite things.

0 N O Ol

9. Girls in white dresses with blue satin sashes,

10. snowflakes that stay on my nose and eyelashes,
11. silver white winters that melt into springs,

12. these are a few of my favourite things.

13. When the dog bites, when the bee stings,
14. when I'm feeling sad,

15. I simply remember my favourite things,
16. and then | don't feel so bad

1) /'s/ 2) Iz 3) l1z/

e Which conclusions can you draw at? Which is the rule that governs the
=s inflectional ending?

e Which is the longest list? Why do you think that is so?

e Account for the difference between columns 1) and 2); as opposed to 3).
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Task #5 — Mock Mid Term Test

FIRST TERM TEST (June 2012)
PHONETICS and ENGLISH PHONOLOGY 1

From his first days in real estate, Winston saw himself as a professional. Sure, he was a
salesman and wanted a deal. Sometimes he even had to fight that side of himself a bit.
But his work was guided by one simple philosophy he frequently explained to rookie real
estate agents. “Treat people the way you want to be treated. It's a relationship you’re
building.” During his early years in business, Winston noticed the most successful real
estate agents had plenty of repeat customers. He also learned it took ten times the effort
to get a new customer as it did to retain an existing one.




