Pronunciation was once described as ‘the Cinderella of language teaching’: she never got to go to the ball. In other words, little attention is given to it. But… good news! Now your opportunity has arrived! And where should you start? If speech depends on hearing, and books don’t talk, what are you going to do? Fortunately, there is a lot of English spoken around the world. Listen to it. Not only for the meaning but for the sound of it. It is much better for your ear if you listen to the same text six times than if you listen to six different passages. Concentrate while listening to sounds. In this way you will build up a store of sound memory which will form a firm base for your performance. Practice and then record yourself. Listen to the result and mark the places where you are dissatisfied. Practice these bits again until you think you have them right. Keep working towards perfection and you will make all the progress you are capable of. Push yourself because no one else can do it for you, and in the end, when you succeed, the merit will be all yours.
