
The Phonemic Alphabet 

1 Vowels (1) 

1.  (R.O.1.A) Listen to the following pair of sounds. Can you hear the 

difference between them? 

see 

too 

saw 

sit 

put 

got 

 

2. Listen again and repeat. Try to memorize the symbol for each sound. 

 

3. What do the following symbols transcribe? 

 __________

 __________

 __________

 __________

 __________

 __________

 __________

 __________

 __________

 __________

k. __________ 

l. __________ 

m. __________ 

n. __________ 

o. __________ 

p. __________ 

 

4. (R.O.1.B.) Listen and write the correct symbol for the word you hear. 

a. God /g____d/ 

b. foot /f____t/ 

c. feet /f____t/ 

d. do /d____/ 

e. lead /l____d/ 

f. four /f____/ 

g. bit /b____t/ 

h. boot /b____t/ 

i. book /b____k/ 

j. worn /w____n/ 

k. fit /f____t/ 

l. what /w____t/ 

 

 

 

 



2 Vowels (2) 

1. (R.O.2.A) Listen to the following pair of sounds. Can you hear the 

difference between them? 

ten 

arm 

fur 

hat 

cup 

ago 

 

2. Listen again and repeat. Try to memorize the symbol for each sound. 

 

3. What are the following professions? 

a. __________ 

b. __________ 

c. __________ 

d. __________ 

e. __________ 

f. __________ 

g. __________ 

h. __________ 

i. __________ 

j. __________ 

 

4. (R.O.2.B.) Listen and match the words in each group to the correct 

transcription on the right. 

 

1. bell a.  4. purse a.  
bull   puss  
bill   pass  
ball   piece  
   

2. fool   5. fist  
full   fast  
fell   first  
fall   feast  
   

3. hat   6. cot  
hut   court  
hurt   cat  
heart   cut  

 

 

 

 



3 Consonants 

1. (R.O.3.A.) Many of the symbols for the consonants are easy to 

recognize. This is how they sound in English: 

pen
bad
tea
 did
cat
got
fall
 voice

 so
 zoo
 how 

 man 

 no 

 leg 

 red 

 wet 

 

2. Listen again and mark with a * any of the consonants that sound very 

different in your language. (Most of them will sound a little different) Try 

to memorize the consonants that you have marked. 

 

3. (R.O.3.B.) The following consonants are more difficult: 

thin
she
chin
 sing

then
vision
June
 yes

 

4. Try to match the symbols to the words. 

   yet 

    treasure 

    that 

   chain 

   thick 

   sign 

   shine 

   July 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5. (R.O.3.C.) Listen to the words and circle the correct transcription. 

 

1. washing  5. thank  
a.  b.  a.  b.  
c.  d.  c.  d.  

    

2. chip  6. short  
a.  b.  a.  b.  
c.  d.  c.  d.  

    

3. these  7. use  
a.  b.  a.  b.  
c.  d.  c.  d.  

    

4. thought  8. jaw  
a.  b.  a.  b.  
c.  d.  c.  d.  

 

4 Diphthongs (1) 

1. (R.O.4.) Diphthongs consist of two vowel sounds together. Listen to the 

way the following diphthongs are made. 

 

page     now     five     join 

 

2. Listen again and repeat. Try to memorize the symbol for each diphthong. 

 

3. Transcribe the following words. 

 

 __________

 __________

 __________

 __________

 __________

 __________

 __________

 __________

 __________

 __________

k. __________ 

l. __________  

m. __________ 

n. __________ 

o. __________ 

p. __________  

q. __________  

r. __________ 

 



4. Work with a partner. Can you think of other words with these diphthongs 

sounds that are spelled in the same way? 

 

Example: boy – toy; found – sound  

 

Check your answers with a dictionary. 

5 Diphthongs (2) 

1. (R.O.5.A.) Listen to how these diphthongs are made. 
 

home  hair   near   pure 
 

2. Listen again and repeat. Try to memorize the symbol for each diphthong. 

 

3. (R.O.5.B.) Listen to the words on the left and circle the correct 

transcription on the right. 

 

1. pair   
2. rice   
3. grow   
4. care   

5. boil   
6. loud   

7. day   
8. beer   
9. toe   

10. night   
11. dear   
12. fare   

 

4. What is the other word in each pair? 

 

5. Try to match the symbol on the left with the word containing it on the 

right. 

   sure 

    dive 

   cow 

   go 

   air 

   boy 

   clear 

   age 


