
some,  the ,  from ,  etc. 
Weak forms of function words 

B15 Some words are not usually made prominent ( see Unit 10 )  in conversation. These include the 
following groups of function words. (For exceptions, see Unit 22. )  

B16 

the persona l  pronouns I, me, we, us, you, he, him, she, her, it, they, them she SAW me. 

the possessive determiners my, your, his, her, its, our, their He's my BROTHer. 

each other, one another They were H ITti n g  each other. 

the a rticles a, an, the I t 'S an  OWL .  

the determiners some a n d  any DO you WANT some? 

the indefin ite pronouns some-/anybody, some-/anyone, I d i d n 't SEE  anyone. 
some-/anything when they a re used as the object of a sentence 

there used to i ntroduce a sentence There's some CAKE  l eft. 

forms of the a uxi l i a ry verbs be, have, do and the modal verbs (shall, He was LATE. 
should, can, could, etc.) except in negative forms I can H EAR  it . 

prepositions (e.g. as, at, for, from, 0(. to) They' re from SPA IN .  

t he  conjunctions and, but, or, as, than, that He's OLDer than me. 

Some of these function words have a weak form and a strong form. The weak form is the usual 
pronunciation, but the strong form is used when the word is -

• prominent ( see Unit 22) 
• said on its own 
• at the end of the sentence 

Example with weak Examp le  with strong 
form form 

The fol lowing have weak forms with /g/ : the, a, an, I can (fkgnn SWI M .  I CAN (fkren/) come 
and, but, that, than, your, them, us, at, for, from, of. a fte r  ALL. 
to, as, there, can, could, shall, should, would, must, 
do, does, am, are, was, were, some Th i s  is  for (ffg/) YOU.  who's i t  FOR (ff;):1) ? 

she, he, we, you a re pronounced with reduced Are you (fju/ or /jg/) A: who  D I D  i t?  
vowels i n  the ir  weak forms: TI RED?  B :  YOU (fju:/) ! 
/fi/, /hi/, twit, /ju/ (or /jg/) 

his, her, he, him, her, has, had a re often pronounced was he (fhi/ or /i/) H E  (fhi:/) was TH ER E, 
without /h/ in the ir  weak forms (except at the THERE?  bu t  SHE (ffi :/) wasn 't .  
beg i nn i ng of a sentence) 

l :,i:; :i7t:�;:1rm;t BIT ,ylt�an be difficult to hear the weak forms of function words in fast speech, particularly when a number 
(I�P�;.f-�'��:>·> of them come together, because they are often said quickly. Compare: 
I • �or liS.f-e-l\il\�) 

slow speech : 

fast speech : 

When are you ta k i ng  h im  to see her? 
When /gju/ ta k ing  /Imtg/ see /gf7 

There a re some over there. 
/ogrgsgm/ over there. 

�� � It is not a lways necessa ry to produce weak forms in you r  own speech i n  order to be understood, 
but they help to make you r  Eng l ish sound  more fl uent and natu ra l .  
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Section S Stress in words and phrases 

Exercises 
1 . 1 Listen and  repeat these sentences. Prom i nent syl l ab l es a re i n  ca p ita l l etters. Focus i n  part icu l a r  on 
B18 copyi ng  the non-prom i nent forms of the fu nct ion words, i n  g reen.  

I Do they LIKE each other?  
2 I SAW somebody at the WINdow. 
3 There was a LETter from his BROther. 
4 There should be some MORE in the BOX. 
S We were GOing to see her PArents . 
6 she doesn't LOOK as OLD as me. 
7 WHEN do you get the reSULTS of your TESTS ? 
8 I was at HOME from EIGHT o'CLOCK. 

Do they l ike 
each other? 

1 . 2  D o  you th i n k  the words i n  bold w i l l  h ave the i r  weak (write W) or  strong  form (5) i n  these d i a logues? 

B19 

1 .3 
B20 

EXAMPLE a A: That ice-cream looks nice. B: Do you want some? CO 
b A: I'm really thirsty. B: There's some orange juice in the kitchen. IN 

I a A: Do you think I should apologise ? B: Yes, I'm sure that would help. 
b A: Did you get 100% on the test? B: No, I spelt 'would' wrong. 

2 a A: I was in Slovenia last weekend. B: What were you doing there? 
b A: Why weren't you and Amy at the party? B: But we were. 

3 a A: What have you got there ? B: It's a present from Alex. 
b A: Is this a card for Simon's birthday? B: No, it's from Simon. 

4 a A: Why did you mark it wrong? B: You wrote 'your' instead of 'you'. 
b A: We are off to Scotland again in the summer. B: Are you going with your sister? 

S a A: Can I borrow your screwdriver? B: What do you want it for? 
b A: Did the phone ring? B: Yes, it was for David. 

Now l isten and  check you r  answers. Then say the B pa rts a loud .  

Listen .  Write the n u mber of words you  hear  i n  each  space. 

EXAMPLE . 2.:  . . . . . leaving now u. � .. . . staying? 
Are you leaving now or are you staying? 

l . . . u . waiting u . . . . . . u . . . . brother. 
2 I knew . u u going u. u late again. 
3 . u take u u .  swimming pool? 
4 I thought uuuuuu u. station already, uuuuu.uu. wrong. 
S u . . uu go to the zoo, uuuuuuuu before ? 
6 .uu .uu . . uu more books here ' uuUuu u. have. 
7 He asked . u uu u' " money uuuuuuuu lent 
8 She told . . . . uu . . . . . u .  better off going by bus. 

Now check you r  answers in the Key. Then l isten aga i n  and  repeat the sentences. 

Fol low up: Find a record ing of speech at normal  speed with a transcr ipt (see Un i t  4 for suggestions). Take an  
extract and try to  write down what t he  speakers are sayi ng. Then check what you have written aga inst the 
transcr ipt. Note i n  particu lar the pronunciation of function words. 
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