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IMpOr1-?l ... 1-
Jor lis1-Mi"" r 

ca l cu/u/ late a nd ca l cu/g/l ate 
Vowels in unstressed syl l ab les in content words 

Vowels in stressed syllables of a content word are usually pronounced in the same way whether 
they are made prominent or not ( see also Unit 10 ) :  

A :  Is she  a DOCtor? /dDkt�/ 
B: NO, her SISter's a doctor. /dDkt�/ 

The vowel in a one-syllable content word doesn't change its pronunciation, although the vowel 
in a one-syllable function word can (see Unit 2 1 ) :  

content word: I t's a big CAT. /bIg/ It 's rea l l y  BIG. /bIg/ 
function word: It 's for you.  /f�/ but: WHAT'S it FOR? /f-J:/ 

//However, the vowelsinunstreSsed syHables of a content word Can vary a lot. ln slQw1carefut speech the 
� vowel may have its fullform, butin normal speech these vowels are often reduc�d to/� (or sometimes 

Im, Forexample, 'calendar can be Said/krebnd,,/ or /krel"nd�hthe second vowelvaries from /I! to l�/. 
Here are, some more words which have variable vowels in unstressed syllables. 

lrel to I�I lul to I�I I"ul to 1,,1 101 to 1,,1 
acce le rate ca lcu l ate om i t  com pa rison 
accept docu menta ry proc l a im  comp la i n  
cassette regu l a r  m icrocosm conc ise 

1:):1 to I�I laIl to I�I or /If /If to I�I Notice a lso the common ending -ity: 
forb id d i rector beg i n  IItil to I�til 
foreve r d i l emma hope less ab i l i ty sca rcity 
co rr idor fi na nc ia l  effective dens ity secur i ty 

�. It is not essentia l  to reduce these vowels i n  you r  own speech i n  order to be understood , a lthough  
reduced vowels usua l ly sound  more natu ra l  and  fl uent. 

·B32 . ' . . .. . . . . .• . . . . . . .' . ' . . . . . • . . •  .. • • . . . . ... . ... . . . . . . . ' . . .-..._,�. . ... _. :.;_ ;�.?'.Insome v.tords/. when an unstressed syllable ending in a vov.tel is fo!IQwed by another unstressed syllable 
i IMpOr1-?l ... 1- -/ beginnlng Wit� . avowel • •  the two sYllabl�� may merge Into ol1e. ·This ooly hap�ns 'in l1ormal 'speech; in 
�or lis1-l> ... i"'q) slow, c��efuI �peech both syllables are sald: 
" .. . .............. ./ 

slow speech :  casua l  Ikre3 . ju .ell = th ree syl lables 
norma l speech : casua l Ikre3 . j�11 = two syl lables 

Other words l i ke this include: 
vi rtua l ,  actua l ,  adverb ia l ,  co l on i a l ,  stud ious, obed ient ,  i n g red ient, g rad ient  

52 English Pronunciation in  Use (Advanced) 



Section B Stress in words and phrases 

Exercises 
2 3 . 1 Listen and  compare the p ronu nc iat ion of these words, fi rst sa i d  s lowly a nd  ca refu l ly, a nd  then used i n  

B33 norma l speech. In wh ich words does the pronunc iat ion of the h i g h l i g hted vowe l  sound  change (write 
C) , a nd  i n  wh ich is there no change (write NC) ?  (Some of these words a re g iven i n  B opposite.) 

EXAMPLES diagram I didn't understand the diagram. Ne 
accept I just couldn't accept their decision. e (accept lrel - accept I�/) 

1 musician 
2 director 
3 December 
4 minute ( = tiny) 
S ambulance 
6 cricket 
7 hotel 
8 vocabulary 
9 Mongolia 

10 corridor 
11 consent 
12 airport 

She's a musician in an orchestra. 
He's a company director. 
Her birthday's in December. 
The painting was minute. 
The ambulance came immediately. 
I play cricket every weekend. 
We stayed in a smart hotel. 
I'm terrible at learning vocabulary. 
She's from Mongolia. 
Her office is across the corridor. 
He gave his consent. 
We live near the airport. 

Now l isten aga i n  and  repeat, fi rst the words a lone  and  then the sentences with the words in context. 

2 3 . 2  You w i l l  hear  short defi n it ions. After each defi n it ion ,  p ress 'pause', choose a n  a nswer from the box and  
B34 say it  a loud .  (Use s low, ca refu l speech.) When you press 'p lay' aga i n  you w i l l  hear  the correct answer. 

adverbial 
� 

celebrity 
ingredient 

colonial 
majority 

EXAMPLE You hear Time that has no end. 
You say infinity Im'fImtil 

curiosity 
studious 

2 3 .3 Use the words  from exercise 23 .2 to comp lete these sentences. 

furious 
virtual 

EXAMPLE The graph goes from zero to .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . J�:fi'!:i.±tj . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (lm'fm�ti/) 

1 I was late again and my boss was .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........... . ..... with me. 

gravity 

2 He was a ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . boy who was happiest when he was reading. 
3 Since he appeared on TV he's become a bit of a .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . 
4 The country used to be an important ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . power. 
S The ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . of people didn't bother to vote in the election. 
6 I want you to underline the ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. in each sentence. 
7 Honey's the main ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . in the sauce. 
8 Just out of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , how old are your sisters? 
9 It seemed to defy the laws of .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

10  Because of the snow, we were ... . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... prisoners in our own home. 

;jns' Now say the sentences a loud  (with the words you have wr itten p ronounced as i n  norma l  speech). 
Then l isten and check you r  a nswers. 

Fol low up: Th i n k  about how you pronou nce the words l isted in B opposite. Which of the vowels ind icated 
for the unstressed syl lable do you norma l ly  use? 
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