calcu/uflate and calcu/a/late
Vowels in unstressed syllables in content words

23

B30: Vowels in stressed syllables of a content word are usually pronounced in the same way whether
they are made prominent or not (see also Unit 10):

A: Is she a DOCtor? /dokta/
B: NO, her SISter’s a doctor. /dokta/

The vowel in a one-syllable content word doesn’t change its pronunciation, although the vowel
in a one-syllable function word can (see Unit 21):

content word:  It’s a big CAT. /big/ It’s really BIG. /big/
function word: It’s for YOU. /fa/  but: WHAT’S it FOR? /fay/

B31

s ) ;However, the vowels in unstress‘ ~syllabies of a content word can vary a Iot !n slaw, carefui speech the ;,' ‘
mportant “ vowel may have its full form, but in normal speech these vowels are often. reduced to {a] (or sometimes
for listening' [f). For example, ‘calendar’ can be said [kelindo/ or [kaelondoaf: the second vowel varies from /1/ to Ial
'  Here are some more words Whi(:h have vanab!e vowels in unstressed sy“able& Sl

[e] to [of ful to [of fauf to [of /o] to [a/

accelerate calculate omit comparison

accept documentary proclaim complain

cassette regular microcosm concise

21/ to [of Jaif to [of or 1] N/ to [of Notice also the common ending -ity:
forbid director begin [itif to [ati/

forever dilemma hopeless ability  scarcity

corridor financial effective density  security

& [Itis not essential to reduce these vowels in your own speech in order to be understood, although
reduced vowels usually sound more natural and fluent.

F8 ,»!n same words, when an unstressed syliabte ena'mg m a vowe! is fo!!awed b“ another unstressed syltabie
’ lmpor;m,\;r f begmnmg witha vow |, the two syt!ab!es m merge into one This oni n nprmaiyspeech in
£or IIS+e,nmq : stow, tarefui speech bot 1 sy!iabies are sal' : s Gl

slow speech casual /k£3 ju. el/ = three syllables
normal speech: casual [ka3.jal/ = two syllables

Other words like this include:
virtual, actual, adverbial, colonial, studious, obedient, ingredient, gradient
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Section B Stress in words and phrases

Exercises

Listen and compare the pronunciation of these words, first said slowly and carefully, and then used in
normal speech. In which words does the pronunciation of the highlighted vowel sound change (write
(), and in which is there no change (write NC)? (Some of these words are given in B opposite.)

EXAMPLES diagram I didn’t understand the diagram. Nc

accept I just couldn’t accept their decision. ¢ (accept /&/ - accept /a/)
1 musician She’s a musician in an orchestra.
2 director He’s a company director.
3 December Her birthday’s in December.
4 minute (= tiny) The painting was minute.
5 ambulance The ambulance came immediately.
6 cricket I play cricket every weekend.
7 hotel We stayed in a smart hotel.
8 vocabulary I’'m terrible at learning vocabulary.
9 Mongolia She’s from Mongolia.
10 corridor Her office is across the corridor.
11 consent He gave his consent.
12 airport We live near the airport.

Now listen again and repeat, first the words alone and then the sentences with the words in context.

You will hear short definitions. After each definition, press ‘pause’, choose an answer from the box and
say it aloud. (Use slow, careful speech.) When you press 'play' again you will hear the correct answer.

adverbial celebrity colonial curiosity furious gravity
inhnify ingredient majority studious virtual

EXAMPLE You hear Time that has no end.
You say  infinity /mn'finiti/

Use the words from exercise 23.2 to complete these sentences.

ExaMPLE The graph goes from zero to infinity . (/in'finati/)
1 I was late again and my boss was with me.
2 He was a boy who was happiest when he was reading,.
3 Since he appeared on TV he’s become a bit of a
4 The country used to be an important power.
5 The of people didn’t bother to vote in the election.
6 I want you to underline the in each sentence.
7 Honey’s the main in the sauce.
8 Just out of , how old are your sisters?
9 It seemed to defy the laws of .
10 Because of the snow, we were prisoners in our own home.

Now say the sentences aloud (with the words you have written pronounced as in normal speech).
Then listen and check your answers.

Follow up: Think about how you pronounce the words listed in B opposite. Which of the vowels indicated
for the unstressed syllable do you normally use?
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