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""''' ''� , Il1Apor·h:ut1· 
+or lis.f-Mit\<jj 

B80 

Il1Apor.f-at\.f­
+or lis.f-Mit\<j 

a n  o ld ca r, a bott le  of water  
Leaving out consonant sounds (2) : Idl, Ihl, 11/, Ivl 
Leaving out Idl in consonant clusters 

/-When a word with a final consonant cluster ending Id! is followed by another word beginning with a " consonant sound, /dl is often left out (see also Unit 9): 
An ola ca r. I cha ngea clothes. Can you fi na Ma rk? 

Notice, however, that -
• we don't usua l ly leave out Idl before vowel sounds or Ihl 

Hand it over. They served app le  p ie .  She seemed happy. 

• we don't usua l ly leave out Idl before the sounds Ill, Iwl, Irl and Isl 
Do you m i nd wa l k i ng?  (compare:  Do you m i na g iv ing  me a l i ft?) 

Note :  When a word end ing with Idl is fol lowed by a word 
beg i nn i ng with /j/ ('y') , the Id/+/jl is usua l ly p ronounced Id31 
(as i n  'June') . This happens both i n  consonant c lusters and 
when the word ends with the si ng le  consonant sound  Id/ : 

Had  you met  before? I ' l l  l e nd  you one .  
Id31 Id31 

Leaving out Ihl 
/We often leave out Ihl at the beginning of -

• the pronouns he, her, his, him 
I thought  Re was. 

• the auxi l i a ry verbs have, has, had 
The students Rave a l l  l eft. 

• the question word who 

D id  you meet Rer? 

Ka ren Rad a l ready l eft. 

Ca n you descr ibe the person wRo d i d  i t? 

Ask R im .  

However, Ihl i s  not left out i f  i t  i s  stressed or at  the beginning of  an utterance: 

I t 's not m i ne, i t 's h is. I t 's h i m !  Has Ken a rr ived ? Who d i d  i t?  

�: :: , (il B81 Leaving out III after IJ :I 

Il1Apor.f-at\.f­
+or lis.f-Mit\<j 

B82 

Il1Apor.f-at\.f­
:+or lis.f-Mit\<j , 

/Many speakers leave out /I/ after the vowel /';,:1 in words such as: 
�'/' 

a�most akeady akight  a�so aHhough a�ways 

Leaving out Idl in and and Ivl in of 
./Before consonant sounds, and is usually pronounced I�nl Or 1nl and of is pronounced I�/: 
" 

red ana b l ue  now ana then a bott le  Of water a waste Of t ime  

Before vowel sounds, and i s  usually pronounced /�nl or  1nl but of  i s  pronounced I�v/: 
pen ana i n k  Adam  ana Eve a bag of app les a ca n of o i l  
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Section C Pronunciation in conversation 

Exercises 
30. 1 Say these sentences a loud  and  cross out  any letters represent i ng  Idl at the ends of words that you 

th i n k  a re l i ke ly to be left out. 

B83 

30.2  

B84 

30.3  
B85 

EXAMPLE Hole.. tight. 

1 She's world champion. 
2 We sailed slowly. 
3 She changed clothes. 
4 I'll send Lucy. 

5 I was pleased with it. 
6 She arrived there. 
7 Can you hold it? 
8 I understand that. 

Now l isten ,  check you r  answers and  repeat. 

9 We climbed over. 
10 It moved towards us. 
11 They're second-hand. 
12 He turned round. 

The Ihl sou nds at  the beg i n n i ngs of words a re h i g h l ig hted in these conversat ions. Cross them out if 
you th i n k  they a re l i ke ly to be left out in fast speech. 

EXAMPLE A: Is that +tim over there ? 
B: Who?  
A: The man ......+to took your bag. 

1 A: He wasn't at home. 
B: No, I think he's on holiday. 

2 A: It says here, the President's coming. 
B: Where? 
A: Here. 
B: I really hope we'll get to see her. 

3 A: How's Tom these days? 
B: Haven't you heard about h is heart attack? 

4 A: Kate says she left her handbag here. 
Have you seen it? 

B: This one? But Judy says it's hers. 

Now l isten and  check you r  answers. Then repeat each l i n e  of the conversat ions. 

Make su re you have stud ied both U n its 29 and  30 before do ing  th is  exercise. You w i l l  hea r a 
conversat ion i n  wh ich two students a re ta l k i ng  a bout the i r  teachers. Listen as many t imes as you 
need. Focus on  the words in bold and  -

( i ) cross out a ny letters represent i ng  sounds  that a re m issed out ;  
( i i l write ? a bove a ny It I sou nds rep laced by a g l otta l stop ;  
( i i i l note a ny other changes to  sou nds at  the end of  the  h i g h l ig hted words. 

? . 
A: Have you got much work on Just- now? 

B: Dr Thomas has given us a very hard essay, but I mustn't get a 

low mark this time. 

A: I had an argument with my tutor last week. 

B: What happened? 

A: Well, I couldn't find my coursework, so I asked for a couple 

of days extra. She got really annoyed with me and complained 

I was always late for lectures. Anyway, I told her I thought 

her course was a waste of time. 

B: Did you? Well, at least Dr Thomas doesn't shout at us, 

although I'm not very confident that I'll pass his exam. 

Now check you r  answers i n  the Key. 
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