
average ,  novel i st, h appen i ng 
Words that lose a sy l l ab l e  

B86 _;J ln some words, vowels tend to be left out in conversation. When this happens, theword loses an 
InApor.h:u\-!- . unstressed syllable: 

+or lis-!-e. ... i ... q 
av�rage nov�l ist happ�n i ng  

Some dictionaries show that the vowel /:;')j can be left out using the symbol :;): 
Irev:;)fld3/ /nDv:;)lIst/ Ihrep:;)nrol 

�! I t  is not necessa ry to leave these vowels out i n  you r  own speech i n  order to be understood, but leavi ng 
them out can make you r  speech sound more fl uent and  natu ra l ,  and  bei ng aware of these changes can 
he lp  you understand rap id speech. 

B87 J/Most vowels left out in this way come before Ir/. /1/ or 1nl. 
InApor-!-� ... -!- Before /r/ -+or lis-!-e.tti ... q 

consi d�rab l e  d i rectery batt�ry d i ct ionary conf�rence favet:trite 
favet:trab le  h istery d iscov�ry imag i nary d i ff�rence i n t�rest 
m i�rab l e  pref�rab le  myst�ry secondary ref�rence restat+ra n t 

Before 11/ - Before /n/ -
acc idental ly  ca refttl ly fa mtly educattena l  deaf�n i ng  deftn i te 
especffil ly d readfttl ly ma rv�l lous nattena l  fr i g h t�n i ng  pr isener 
pa rtffil ly tha n kfttl ly specffil ist persena l  ga rd�n i ng t rad i ttena l  

& Note : Some other words with these end i ngs ra re ly lose a syl lab le (e.g. theory, cookery, formally) , and 
some words w i th  these end i ngs a lmost a lways lose a syl lab le (e.g. historicelly, po/iticelly, technicelly). 

B88 /In a few words. left-out vowels come before sounds other than Ir/. /1I and 1nl. For example: 
// 

InApor-!-� ... -!­
+or lis-!-e.tti ... q 

B89 

goveFRmen t  medtc i n e  

/ In a few two-syllable words with stress on the second syllable, the first vowel is often left out in rapid 
InApor-!-� ... -!- . / speech so that the word is said with only one syllable: 

+or lis-!-e.tti ... q I don ' t  �I ieve you .  /bli :v/ 
I t 's the pel ice. /pli :s/ 

What's the cerrect a nswer7 /krekt/ 
I Sttppose so. /sp�uz/ 

�' .• : : @] B90 '7A few words lose their first syllable completely in rapid speech: 
InApor-!-�t\-!­

+or l is-!-e.tti ... q · About five o'c l ock. 
I boug ht i t  �cause i t  was chea p. 
I 've i nvited everyone t'*cept Jack .  

When these words are written to represent speech (for example. in novels) this pronunciation is 
sometimes indicated: 

'bout, 'cause, 'cept 
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Section C Pronunciation in conversation 

Exercises 
1 . 1  Comp lete these sentences usi ng  the pa i rs of words below. (Notice that you may need to change the 

o rder  of the words.) 

B91 

1 . 2 
B92 

frightening - discovery 
feS�al:tftlfi� - fa ... ol:tfi�e 
interest - traditional 

considerable - difference 
mystery - prisoner 
carefully - directory 

thankfully - battery 
deafening - accidentally 
secondary - miserable 

EXAMPLE Carlo 's is my . . J.g.v.9..I:f.r:i±� . . . . . . . . . . Italian . . . . . . . .c�.S.±0.fIC011,± 
1 When she lived in Shanghai she developed an . . . . u • • • • • •  u . u . u . . . . . . . u  10 

Chinese medicine. 
2 The two cars seem identical, but there is a . . . . . . in how 

much they cost. 
3 I had a u . . . . . . .  . . u time in . " . . . . . . . . . . . . .  u .  • • • • • • • •  u . u . school. 
4 When he opened the door he made a . . . u  •• u •• u . u . u . u u • • • • • u . . . u u u • •  

5 The . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . escaped and where he's gone is a complete . . . . . . . . . . . .  u • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

6 I checked . "  . . . . . . in the . .  u • •  u . u • •  u • • • •  u • • • •  u .  u • •  u . , but couldn't find his number. 
7 The torch didn't work, but . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  u . .  • • • • • •  I had a spare . . . . .  u • • •  u • • • • • • •  u • • •  u • •  u • • •  u • •  u • • •  u • • • • • • •  u • • •  u • • • •  in the 

kitchen. 
8 When I u • • • • • • •  u • • • •  u • • • •  u. pressed the button 

there was a .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . bang. 

Now l isten and  check you r  answers. Then read a loud the 
sentences mak ing  su re you pronou nce the words you 
have written with the a ppropr iate vowels left out. 

Listen to the words i n  the box sa id s lowly and ca refu l ly 
and  wr ite the n u mber of syl l ab les you hea r (some of these a re on the opposite page) : 

memory � 
machinery 
perhaps 

formally � 
technically 

historically 

loyally 
delivery 

nursery 

suppose 
medicine 

anmversary police 
geometrically 

1 .3 Listen to the words from exercise 3 1 .2 used i n  sentences. Aga i n ,  wr ite the n u mber of syl l ab les you 
B93 hear. Is th is  the sa me n u m ber as in exercise 3 1 .2 (write S) or a d i fferent n u mber (write D)? ' 

EXAMPLES I must be losing my memory. 2. D He was dressed formally. ;3 S 

1 He supported her loyally. 7 There's a special delivery for you. 
2 I suppose not. 8 I'm taking cough medicine. 
3 It's our wedding anniversary. 9 It was geometrically patterned. 
4 The police arrived. 10 Perhaps you're right. 
5 The machinery broke down. 1 1  The play is historically accurate. 
6 It's technically very advanced. 12 She goes to a nursery. 

Now check you r  answers in the Key. Then say the sentences a loud ,  leaving out syl lab les where appropriate. 

1 Here a re some extracts from books. Read a loud  the quoted speech as it is wr itten .  

'Well ,  no one's making any calls, 
and no one's sending no taxes 
either, so I guess you' l l  just have 
to start thinking ' bout being 
poor. So there ! ! ' 

, . " I jus' felt I had to warn you, 
'cause it don't look too healthy, 
y'unnersan'? . .  . ' 

"He tried once or twice;' said the 

boy dismissively, "but he couldn't see 

well enough to teach anything 'cept 

what was in his head . . . ," 

Fol low up: If someone sa id 'scuseme' to you ,  what might they want you to do? 
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