Pronunciation in slow and fast speech (2)

_In fast speech, sounds that are found in words spoken slowly may be missed out. Listen and notice how

-

7 the highlighted sounds are missed out in this conversation extract:

d] is missed out the two [t/ sounds
merge into one

It occurred to me that Terry hadn't been in touch for ages, so | thought | ought to phone
him. Well, just_then there was a ring on the front_door and there he was.

[h/ is missed 0ut> [t/ is missed out) (/t/ is missed out) (/h/ is missed ou‘D

For more details, see Units 8, 9, 29 and 30.

/AS well as sounds, syllables or whole words that we would expect to hear in slow speech may be reduced
or missed out in fast speech. Listen and notice how the highlighted parts are reduced or missed out in
this conversation:

it's' is reduced to [s/
A: Come on, it's time to go. What ate you looking for?

B:™1 don't suppose you've seen my glasses?
A:_Have you lost them again?

‘Have' is B: You'd better carry on. | can't go without my glasses.
reduced to [v/ i i

For more details, see Units 27-30.

the vowel [af
is missed out and
the word is said with
one syllable

/Sounds in words may also change in fast speech compared with how they are said in slow speech or how
they are represented in dictionaries. Listen and notice how the sound [t/ changes in the highlighted parts
of this conversation:

ftl+ il ty)is
said [tf/ (‘ch’)

A: | want you to paint my kitchen.
B: What_colour?
A: Alight green.
B: Right.

[n/ is missed out
and [t/ is said like [p/

before /m/

[t/ is said as a ‘glottal

stop’ (a sound made by stopping
the flow of air by closing the
vocal cords)

[t] is said
like /k/
before g/

For more details, see Units 26 and 29.

It is not essential to make these changes in your own speech in order to be understood, although
they can help your speech sound more natural and fluent.
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Section A Getting started

Exercises

Listen to these sentences as many times as you need. First you will hear them said slowly and
carefully and then at a more normal speed for conversation. Indicate the differences you hear in the
‘conversation’ versions.

a‘weak’ form 1 is missed  /t/ is missed
(/ja/, not /juin  out out
EXAMPLE You couldnt give me a liff, could you?
V1 is pronounced /ds + 137 ¢y is pronounced
like /b/ /d3/ (as in ‘jam’

1 Has he been to see you since Saturday?

21 asked her for the best tickets they’d got left. Do you "T'"d moving
along a bit?

Listen to these conversations as many times as you need and fill in the spaces. How is the
pronunciation of each missing word different from its slow form?

doesn’s ‘n’ is said like ‘m’
1 A: Rick ...doesnt. . take one bit of interest. He
B: That ............... terrible, Why do that?
A: Maybe ..o jealous she’s so well.
2 A KNOW .o coming?
B: Everyone ... Cathy.
A: What time ... they be here?
B: o six
3 A COMING OUL ..o @ WaIK2 O U
B: Okay. my coat.
A: hat.

gloves, too.

Now check your answers in the Key.

Follow up: Record yourself saying the sentences in exercise 6.1. First say
them slowly and carefully, and then at normal speed. Then compare
what you said with what you heard in the recording.
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