
Pronunciation in slow and fast speech (2) 

41n fast speech , sounds that are found in words spoken slowly maybe missed out Listen and notice how 
/ the highlighted sounds are missed out in this conversation extract: 

Idl is missed out the two It I sounds 
merge into one 

I t  occu rred to me that Terry hadn ' t  been in tou ch fo r a ges, so I though t  I o ught to phone 
h im .  Wel l ,  j ust then the re was a rin g on the front door and  the re he was. 

Ihl is m issed out It I is missed out It I is missed out Ihl is missed out 

For more details, see Units 8, 9, 29 and 30. 

A'As well as sounds, syllables or whole words that we would expect to hear in slow speech may be reduced 
/ or missed out in fast speech. listen and notice how the highlighted parts are reduced or missed out in 

this conversation: 

'it's' is reduced to Isl 'are' is missed out 

( 'I' is missed out � Come on ,  it's time to go . What  a re you l ookin g  fo r? 
B: I don 't  su ose ou 've seen my glasses? 
A: Have you lost them a ga in? 
B :  You'd bette r carry on .  I can ' t  go without  my glasses. 

'I' is missed out 

For more getails, see Units 27-30. 

the vowel/'dl 
is missed out and 
the word is said with 
one syllable 

4Sounds in words may also change in fast speech compared with how they are said in slow speech or how 
7 they are represented in dictionaries. listen and notice how the sound /t/ changes in the highlighted parts 

of this conversation: 

1nl is missed out 
and It I is said like Ipl 
before Iml 

A: I want you to pa int my kitchen .  
B :  What  co lou r? 
A: A I i h=-t -=g=re-=-en=- .

---------J 

B: R ight. 

For more details, see Units 26 and 29. 

It I is said as a 'glottal 
stop' (a sound made by stopping 
the flow of air by closing the 
vocal cords) 

It is not essential to make these changes in your own speech in order to be understood, although 
they can help your speech sound more natural and fluent. 
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Section A Getting started 

Exercises 
6 . 1 Listen to these sentences as many t imes as you need. Fi rst you w i l l  hea r  them sa id  s lowly and  
A19 ca refu l ly and then at a more normal speed for conversat ion .  I nd i cate the d i fferences you hea r  i n  the 

'conversat ion '  vers ions. 

EXAMPLE 

a 'we-ak' +ornt It I ;s rn.;sse-J It I ;s rn.isse-J 
uj;)IJ I'I.O-+- Iju:1> Oll-+- Oll-+-

ylu couldn'!giVe me a !if(could y'ou? 

IV:;: prol'l.olll'l.ce-J �I ... Ij l <''1') is prol'l.olll'l.ce-J 
like- Ibl Id31 (as il'l. Jarn.') 

1 Has he been to see you smce Saturday? 

2 I asked her for the best tickets they'd got left. 

3 Do you mind movmg along a bit? 

Now check you r  answers i n  the Key. 

Do you mind moving 
along a bit? 

6.2 Listen to these conversat ions as many t imes as you need and  fi l l  in the spaces. How is the AlO pronu nc iat ion of each m issi ng  word d ifferent from its s low form? 

doesn't 'n' is said like 'rn' 

/, \ 
.dp..��� . . ± . . . . . . . take . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9.�? . . . . . . . . . . . bit of interest. He 1 A: Rick 

B: That . .. . . . . . . . . . . . terrible. Why 

.. . . . . jealous 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. do that? 

A: Maybe . . .  . . . .  she's . . . . . 

2 A: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . know .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. coming? 

B: Everyone .. . . . . . . . . . Cathy. 

A: What time ... they be here ? 

B: . . . . . S I X .  

. . .  so well. 

3 A: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . coming out . . . . . . . . . . . . . a walk ? 

B: Okay. 

A: .. . . . . . . . . hat . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . gloves, too. 

Now check you r  answers in the Key. 

. . . . . . . . . : . . . . . my coat . 

Follow up: Record yourself sayi ng the sentences in exercise 6.1. First say 
them slowly and carefu l ly, and then at norma l  speed. Then compare 
what you sa id  with what you heard in the record ing .  
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