Passage #9 Prof. Grasso
THE STORY OF ST. VALENTINE’S DAY

Valentine’s Day started in the time of the Roman Empire. Under the
rule of Emperor Claudius Il, Rome was involved in many bloody and
unpopular military campaigns. Claudius the Cruel, as he was known
at the time, was having a difficult time getting soldiers to join his
military leagues. He believed that the reason was that Roman men
did not want to leave their loves or families. As a result, Claudius
cancelled all marriages and engagements in Rome.

This was when a Christian priest named Valentine came to defend
love in the empire.

Key to dictation

| veeloantainz dei sta:tid in 8 taim av da roovman empaia | Anda 89
ru:l av empara klpndias tu: | reom waz involvd in meni bladi and
Anpopjola militri keempeinz | klndias 8s kroal | az hi waz navn at
do taim | waz haevin a difikalt taim getin sevldzaz ta d3oin hiz
militri lizgz | hi bilizvd dat &3 ri:zan waz dat resman men did not
wont ta litv 8ea Iavz o: femaliz | oz o rizalt | hi kaensald 2:1 maerid3ziz
and ingeidzmants in raom |

d1s waz wen 3 kristfan pri:st neimd vaelantain keim ta difend IAv In i
empala |



Transcription

Valentine began to secretly marry couples despite the emperor’s
orders. When Emperor Claudius was informed of these ceremonies,
Valentine was sent to prison where he remained until his death on
February 14 in the year 270. History claims that while Valentine was
in prison awaiting execution, he fell in love with the blind daughter
of the jailer, who miraculously restored her sight. He signed a
farewell message to her “From Your Valentine”, a phrase that still
lives today. If this is true, that would have been the first Valentine’s
card.

KEY

| veelontain bigaen ta si:kritli maeri kaplz dispait 8i empararz 2:daz |
wen empara klpdias waz infa:md av 8i:z serimaniz | veelantain waz
sent ta prizn wea hi rimeind aAntil hiz deb pn febjoari fa:tizn in ds jis
tu: handrad and sevnti | histri kleimz dat wall vaelantain waz in
prizn aweltin eksikju:fn | hifel in Iav wid da blaind da:tar av 89
dzella | hu: miraekjolasli risto:d ha sait | hi saind a feawel mesidz ta
ha “from jo vaelontain| o freiz dat stil livz tader | If 8is 1z tru: | daet
wod hav bi:n 8a f3:st vaelontainz ka:d |



