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He thought, maybe they weren’t talking about me. And, maybe, he thought, all those people in the streets and 
their cars, and on the buses, maybe they weren’t all looking at me. He walked over to the full-length mirror on 
this wardrobe and looked at himself. So what if they were looking at me? He asked himself. Two month ago, if 
I’d seen me looking like I look now, I would have had a good look. Be, honest, Mr. Martin Turner; you would 
have probably made some remark, or even cracked a joke with your friends. 
The next day Martin went back to school with a sense of purpose. At lunchtime he found the girl who had 
given him the get well card and told her as she was eating, “I’m sure you didn’t want to offend me, so thanks 
for the card but you should know that I am well.” 
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Find examples of: 

1. PHONEMIC PROGRESSIVE ASSIMILATION OF VOICE   _______________      

2. COALESCENT ASSIMILATION    _______________     

3. LINKING ______________________        

4. ELISION  ______________________ 

5. NEUTRALIZATION    ______________________  

6. ALLOPHONIC REGRESSIVE ASSIMILATION OF PLACE   ______________________ 

7. PHONEMIC REGRESSIVE  ASSIMILATION OF PLACE ______________________ 

8. LABIALIZATION ______________________ 

9. VELARIZATION  ______________________ 

10. NASALISATION  ______________________ 

11. PRE FORTIS CLIPPING  ______________________ 

12. LATERAL RELEASE  ______________________ 

13. NASAL RELEASE  ______________________ 

14. NON AUDIBLE RELEASE  ______________________   

15. OMISSION OF THE ONSET  ______________________ 

16. ASPIRATION  ______________________  

17. UNASPIRATION   ______________________ 

18. RELEASE MASKING   ______________________ 

19. GEMINATION  ______________________ 

20. DEVOICING  ______________________ 
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KEY TO TRANSCRIPTION 

1. | hi θɔːt |mebiː ðe wɜːnt tɔːkŋ əbaʊt mi | ən |mebiː|hi θɔːt | ɔːl ðəʊ   iː l   n ðə striːts ən ðeə kɑː | 

2. | ən ɒn ðə bʌsz | mebiː ðe wɜːnt ɔːl lʊkŋ ət mi | hi wɔːkt əʊvə tə ðə fʊl leŋθ mrər ɒn ðə wɔːdrəʊb| 

3. | ən lʊkt ət hmself | səʊ wɒt ɪf ðe wɜ: lʊkŋ ət miː | hi ɑːskt hmself | tuː mʌnθs əɡəʊ | f ad siːn mi 

4.  lʊkŋ lak a lʊk naʊ |a wʊd (h)əv hæd ə ɡʊd lʊk | bi  ɒnəst | mstə mɑːtn tɜːnə | ju wʊd (h)əv  

5. prɒbəbli med sʌm rimɑːk | ɔːr  iːvn  kr kt ə dʒəʊk wð jə frendz | 

6. |ðə nekst de| mɑːtn went bæk tə skuːl | wð ə sens əv pɜː əs | ət lʌntʃtam | hi faʊnd ðə ɡɜːl huː 

7. (h)əd ɡvn  hm ðə ɡet wel kɑːd |ən təʊld hər əz ʃi wə  iːtŋ | am ʃɔ: ju ddnt wɒnt tu əfend mi |  

8. |səʊ θ ŋks fə ðə kɑːd / bət ju ʃəd nəʊ ðət a əm wel | 

 

KEY TO DICTATION 

1. /  sɒri / ʃi sed / a red əbaʊtʃu n ðə pepəz / a rəli felt f ju / 

I’m sorry she said. I read about you in the  a ers, I really felt for you. 
 

2. /əʊ ke / a dʒəst wɒntʃu tə nəʊ / ðət am nɒt sk / 

OK. I just want you to know that I’m not sick. 
 

3. /pɔnt tekn / am sɒri / ə wi frendz / ʃi ŋkwaɪəd / 

OK. I just want you to know that I’m not sick. 
 

4. /jeə / frendz ə kuːl / 
Yeah, friends are cool. 
 

5. /hi tʃəʊz nɒt tə s iːk tə samən hl / bət hi ɔː(l)səʊ dɪsadd nɒt tə mek m ən enəmi / 

He chose not to speak to Simon Hill but he also decided not to make him an enemy. 
 

6. /ruːməz wə kəntnjuːɪŋ tə spred əbaʊt ðə rəʊl əv drʌɡz n ði æksdənt /  

Rumours were continuing to spread about the role of drugs in the accident 
 

7. /bət mɑːtn dspled ə pɒzətv ættjuːd ən kærd ɒn riɡɑːdləs | 

but Martin displayed a positive attitude and carried on regardless. 
 

8. /ðə dez felt mʌtʃ lɒŋɡə ðən ðe juːst tuː | 

The days felt much longer than they used to. 
 

9. / mɑːtn kaʊntd ði ɑ ə  ən ðə lesn   ə  ðe pɑːst | 

Martin counted the hours and the lessons as they passed. 
 

10. / hi wəz les self kɒnʃəs əbaʊt ðs fes / bət hi med ʃɔ:/ t wɒznt ɡəʊŋ tə stɒp hm duːŋ/  

He was less self-conscious about this face but he made sure it wasn’t going to sto  him doing 
 

11. /wɒt hi wɒntd tə duː / ŋkluːdŋ hz fevərt pɑːstam ət skuːl / dʒmnæstks  / 

what he wanted to do, including his favourite pastime at school – gymnastics. 
 

12. /hi hɑːdli felt eni  en naʊ /  məʊst əv ðə tam / hi wəz əʊnli rimandd əv z njuː fes / 

He hardly felt any pain now. Most of the time he was only reminded of his new face 
 

13. /wen i tʌtʃt t /ɔː wen ʌðəz / steəd/  

when he touched it or when others stared. 
 
 


