
Dictation: Passage #5 – Prof. Palmieri 

Armstrong, M. from “The Rivals” in 20th Century English Short Stories.  

TRANSCRIPTION 

“Excuse me, sir, but I must say, you surprise me.” 

Mr Crowther raised a languid eye from his book. “Surprise you?” he said. “Does reading in 

the train surprise you?” 

“No, no!” said Mr Harraby-Ribston. “I wasn’t referring to that. What surprises me is that 

you weren’t surprised when I threw my suitcase out of the window.” 

“Indeed? That surprised you? You’re very easily surprised.” 

“I don’t know about that. Surely, my dear sir, it was, to say the least of it, and unusual 

sight.  I dare bet you’ve never before seen a man throw a suitcase from the window of a 

moving train.” 

Mr Crowther reflected. “I don’t know that I have; but then, to the best of my recollection, 

I’ve never seen a man eat a raw turnip in the train or dance a Highland Fling during family 

prayers for that matter.  
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DICTATION 
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