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Dead man walking

GROUPS A &B |

Dead Man Walking explores the relationship between Matthew Poncelet (Sean Penn)- a convicted
rapist/murderer on death row- and his spiritual advisor, Sister Helen Prejean (Susan Sarandon).
You are going to watch part of their second encounter. Answer the following questions.

1. What are Matthew’s memories about his father?

2. Why do they talk about “luck” and what do they say about it?

3.VVhydoesSknerHemnsay‘l'm not here for your amusement, Matthew. Show some
respect’?

4. Why is Matthew’s mother mentioned in the conversation?

GROUP A

A - Dictation: Listen to the tape and copy the dialogue in phonetic script.

B - Transcribe the last part of the dialogue.

S: 1 went to see your mother. She said she'd appear at the pardon board
hearing...if you want her to.

M: 1 like being alone with you. You're looking real good to me.

S: Look at you. Death is breathing down your neck... and you're playing your
little-man-on-the-make games. 1'm not here for your amusement, Matthew. Show
some respect.

M: Why? Because you're a nun? and you wear a little cross?

S: Because 1'm a person. Every person deserves respect. What's the answer?

What'll it be with your mama?

C- Check exercises A and B with the key at the end of all the activities

D- Practice reading the dialogue on your own. Then, work in pairs and take turns to read
both roles with your partner.
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GROUP B

You are going to work with information about the death penalty in America, taken from the
Death Penalty Information Center site (http://www.deathpenaltyinfo.org)

1. Read the first part of the report and underline all the instances you can find of cases
including vowels #3, #11 and #12. Then, write the examples in the corresponding

column.

/e/ /3:/

/a/

The Death Penalty: rubiic support

Support for the death penalty has fluctuated throughout
the century. According to Gallup surveys, in 1936 61%
of Americans favored the death penalty for persons
convicted of murder. Support reached an all-time low of
42% in 1966. Throughout the 70s and 80s, the
percentage of Americans in favor of the death penalty
increased steadily, culminating in an 80% approval
rating in 1994. A May 2004 Gallup Poll found that a
growing number of Americans support a sentence of life
without parole rather than the death penalty for those
convicted of murder.

WHICH IS THE BETTER PENALTY FOR
MURDER, DEATH OR LIFE IMPRISONMENT?
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same. Correct yourselves when necessary.
sentence where the examples are included.

necessary, until you are happy with the result.

listen to his/her feedback too.

ORAL PRACTISE

a. Practice reading the chart of examples on your own.
b. When you feel ready, read it to your partner. Then listen to him or her doing the

c. Take the cases in context: on your own, go back to the text and read the whole
d. Record yourself on your tape. Listen to yourself and record the sentences again if

e. Work in pairs. Exchange tapes with your partner. Listen to your partner’s tape.
Take down his/her strong point and weak points. Give feedback to your partner and



http://www.deathpenaltyinfo.org/article.php?did=209&scid=23
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2. Work with the next part of the report. How many words do you find in this fragment

that contain vowel #1? Underline them in the text and then, complete the table. And
vowel #27?

[it/ /1/

The poll also revealed a growing skepticism that the death penalty deters crime, with 62% of
those polled saying that it is not a deterrent. These percentages are a dramatic shift from the
responses given to this same question in 1991, when 51% of Americans believed the death
penalty deterred crime and only 41% believed it did not. Only 55% of those polled responded
that they believed the death penalty is implemented fairly, down from 60% in 2003. When
not offered an alternative sentence, 71% supported the death penalty and 26% opposed. The
overall support is about the same as that reported in 2002, but down from the 80% support
in 1994. (Gallup Poll News Service, June 2, 2004). (See also, DPIC's report, Sentencing for
Life: American's Embrace Alternatives to the Death Penalty)

Provide examples of your own in order to have more or less the same number of instances in
each column.

Proceed as before to do the oral practice contrasting these two vowels.

3. Do the same kind of recognition work with "The Death Penalty Today" this time with
vowels # 4, # 5 and # 10. Then, do the oral practice as well.

Ja:/ /oe/ /A/

The Death Penalty Today

In April 1999, the United Nations Human Rights Commission passed a resolution that calls on
countries which have not abolished the death penalty to restrict its use of the death penalty,
including not imposing it on juvenile offenders and limiting the number of offenses for which
it can be imposed. Ten countries, including the United States, China, Pakistan, Rwanda and
Sudan voted against the resolution. (New York Times, 4/29/99). Each year since 1997, the
United Nations Commission on Human Rights has passed a resolution calling on countries
that have not abolished the death penalty to establish a moratorium on executions. In April

2004, the resolution was co-sponsored by 76 UN member states. (Amnesty International,
2004).


http://www.deathpenaltyinfo.org/article.php?scid=45&did=481
http://www.deathpenaltyinfo.org/article.php?scid=45&did=481
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In the United States numbers of death sentences are steadily declining from 300 in 1998 to
143 in 2003. Presently, more than half of the countries in the international community have
abolished the death penalty completely, de facto, or for ordinary crimes. However, over 78
countries retain the death penalty, including China, Iran, the United States, and Vietnam all
of which rank among the highest for international executions in 2003. (Amnesty
International, 2004)

4. Re read these fragments or phrases taken from the report shown above and underline the
instances that include vowels 6 and 7; 8 and 9. Then, put them in the correct column

Support for the death penalty has fluctuated throughout the century.
... according to Gallup surveys...

...persons convicted of murder

... an 80% approval rating in 1994.

...the United Nations Human Rights Commission passed a resolution...
...countries which have not abolished the death penalty...

...the resolution was co-sponsored by 76 UN member states.

OO0 oW

If there is a column with no examples, provide your own. Then, do the oral practice as well.

v/ [ ui/ /v/ /o:/

GROUPA &B

In groups of 4, discuss the following questions
. How much luck was involved in your being here at University and in this class today?

. Discuss with your group the different punishments you know exist and your opinion about death
penalty.

Can you think of a different context in which a comment like this could be appropriate?

1'm not here for your amusement. Show some respect’


http://www.deathpenaltyinfo.org/article.php?did=127&scid=30#interexec
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Dead man walking

Key to the exercises
Group A- Dictation

Speakers:  /moee@ju:/ /s1st3 helon/

m: mar deedi tuk mi tu 3 ba: wen a1 waz twelv/ an tauld mr to pik mar wiski/ 00 woz
3:1 di:z botlz bihaind 69 ba:/ ond ar sed:-ail teik dcet wan wid 09 priti t3:Kki on 1t/ 69
gaiz i 093 ba: la:ft/ wi gnt drapk 3z ku:ts dcet nart/ mar deedi waz a gud meen/
feakropa/ ha:d wsika/ dcets 09 wan 01y a1 gnt from 1m/ w3:kim heendz/

s.h:  /hav suld wa ju wen hi daid/

m: /fartizn/ war a: ju 9 nan/

s /a1 waz dra:n tu 1t/ a1 ges/ dcets 3 hai:d kwestfon tu a:nsa/ 1ts laik a:skiy ju: wa
jud 3 konvikt/

m: /beed Iak/

st /gud lak den/ a1 heed 3 1aviy feemoli / 9 Int 9v sapa:t/ a1 ges ai felt ablaidzd t3 grv
sam Jf 1t beek/

m: dount ju: mis hevinp 3 meen/ dount ju: wont t3 get meerid/ fa:1 in 1av/ heev seks/
ju: dount wont t3 to:k abaut 1t/

s: wel/ a1 heev klous frendz/ men an wimin/ a1 heevnt iksprarianst sekfual intimasi/
bat 03z A0d weiz dv bitny klous/ ju: feariy jo driimz/ jo 03:tz/ jo fitligz/ dcets bity
mtimit tu:/

m: witv gnt mtimasi rart nav/ dount wi/ sista

Key to transcription

st a1 went t3 sii jo mad9d / fi: sed {i:d apror at 9 pa:dan bo:d hidriy / if ju: wont 3 tu:/
m: ar laik bi:g sloun wid ju/ ju 3 lukip rdli gud to mi/

st luk at ju:/ deO 1z bri:diy daun jo nek / oand jud plemny jo Iitl meen pn 89 meik germz /
aim not hid f5 jor omu:zmont meeOju:/ fou sam rispekt/

m: war/ bikaz juar 3 nan/ andzu wed 3 Irtl kros/

st bikaz aim 9 p3:isn/ evri p3isn diz3:vz rispekt/ wots 0i: ainsa/ wot wil 1t bi:

WwI0 jo ma:md/ moma:
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Key to Group B - Ex.1
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/e/

/3:/

/a/

Death -Penalty
Century- Steadily
Sentence

Surveys -Thirty-six
Persons-Murder

Support -according
Americans -Favoured
Percentage -Number
Sentence

Rather than the

Ex. 2

/ii/

/1/

Revealed -These -Believed

2003

growing skepticism

Saying —-Deterrent- Percentages
dramatic shift- responses given
this - Americans

penalty deterred - only

62, 1991, 51, 41, 60, 71, 26
Responded - Implemented
Alternative -Service

Ex.3

/a:/ /ce/ /n/
Passed International Number - Hundred
Half Iran -Vietnam Countries -among
Rank -Amnesty
Ex.4
/u/ /[ u:/ /o/ /at/

Throughout Convicted Support
Approval Abolished According
United Sponsored Nineteen ninety four
Human
Resolution




