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PLOSIVES

Explain the following sayings
Clothes open all doors.
Clothes make the man.
Clothes do not make the man king.
A wolf in sheep's clothing (idiom)
 
Have you ever made a wrong judgement of a person because of the way he/she was dressed?
Have you ever felt you were not dressed according to circumstances?

The extract you are about to listen to comes from Down in Paris and London[footnoteRef:2] by George Orwell. Orwell is describing his experience as a tramp in London in the 1930’s. Listen to the extract on the cassette and answer the following questions. [2:  Taken from Fletcher, C (1990). Pronunciation Dictionay:Study Guide. Longman Pag.41
] 

1. How did the speaker feel the night he is recalling?
2. Why would people notice a `disparity´ between his accent and his clothes?
3. Why do you think he was so shocked when he was called `mate´?
4. Do you agree with him when he says “clothes are powerful things”?

Listen to the first sentence again. Now you can follow the script in your hand-outs. 
Do you perceive any difference between the /t/ sounds in the utterances `streets, late, and time´? 
I stayed in the streets till late at night, `keeping on the move all the time. Dressed as I was, I was half afraid that the police might arrest me as a vagabond, and I dared not speak to anyone imagining that they must notice a disparity between my accent and my clothes. (Later I discovered that this never happened) My new clothes had put me instantly into a new world. Everyone´s demeanour seemed to have changed abruptly. I helped a hawker pick up a barrow that he had upset. `Thanks, mate,´ he said with a grin. No one had called me mate before in my life – it was the clothes that had done it. For the first time I noticed, too, how the attitude of women varies with a man´s clothes. When a badly dressed man passes them they shudder away from him with quite frank movement of disgust, as though he were a dead cat. Clothes are powerful things. Dressed in a tramp´s clothes it is very difficult, at any rate for the first day, not to feel that you are genuinely degraded. You might feel the same shame, irrational but real, your first night in prison.
                                                                                     
After discussing the allophonic variants of plosive consonants that you have in your hand-out, listen to the extract again and try to find some examples of the following plosive allophones:

aspirated:
unaspirated:
with non audible release:
devoiced:
      with nasal release:
dentalized:
with lateral release:
post alveolar:      


Read the word and decide if the sound  that corresponds to the letter in italics is aspirated, weakly aspirated or not aspirated

	
	Aspirated
	Weakly aspirated
	Not aspirated

	keeping
	
	
	

	police
	
	
	

	disparity
	
	
	

	stayed
	
	
	

	discoved
	
	
	

	speak
	
	
	

	helped
	
	
	

	attitude
	
	
	

	hawker
	
	
	

	noticed
	
	
	

	streets
	
	
	











Allophonic variation of plosive consonants

	
/p/ voiceless fortis bilabial plosive.
[] – aspirated
[p] – weakly aspirated or unaspirated
[p] - with non audible release 
[p] – with nasal release
[p] - with lateral release

	
/b/ voiced lenis bilabial plosive
[b] – voiced
[b] – devoiced 
[b] – with non-audible release 
[b] – with nasal release
[b] – with lateral release


	
/t/ voiceless fortis alveolar plosive
[t]– aspirated
[t] -  weakly aspirated or unaspirated
[t] - with non-audible release 
[t]– with nasal release
[t]– with lateral release    
[t  – dental
[ t ] – post alveolar
	
/d/ voiced lenis alveolar plosive
      [d] – voiced
[] – devoiced 
[d] – with non-audible release
[d] – with nasal release
[d] – with lateral release
[d] – dental
      [] - post alveolar


	
/k/ voiceless fortis velar plosive
[] aspirated
[k] – weakly aspirated or unaspirated
[k] - with non-audible release
[k] – with nasal release
[k]– with lateral release
[] - post velar
[] - pre velar

	
/g/ voiced lenis velar plosive

[g] voiced
[] devoiced 
[g] - with non audible release 
[g] – with nasal release
[g] – with lateral release
[] - post velar
[] - pre velar



















Look at the text below. Underline words which are likely to be pronounced with a plosive released nasally or laterally.

Golden Oldies[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Taken from Fletcher, C (1990). Pronunciation Dictionay: Study Guide. Longman Pag.27,28
] 

The most popular songs chosen by radio listeners

The Battle of the New Orleans
Wooden Heart
I Beg your Pardon (I never promised you a rose garden)
The Tunnel of Love
Sentimental Journey
Suddenly it´s Spring
                                                                                                    

The words bellow all have a main pronunciation with the alveolar plosive released nasally or laterally. Listen to the cassette: each word is spoken twice, first with a syllabic consonant (lateral or nasal release) and then with a vowel + consonant (central release of the plosive)

1- suddenly                                                               
2- Britain
3- frightening
4- hidden
5- medal
6- needlework
7- cattle
8- petals

     Listen to the words on the cassette. Transcribe what you hear.

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Listen to the dialogues[footnoteRef:4]. Practise them with your partner.  [4:  Taken from O´Connor, D.J. & Fletcher, C. (1989) Sounds English. Singapore: Longman Group UK Limited.] 

Unit 8)  /p/  /b/
At a travel agent´s…
A: Good morning. I´d like to book a cheap spring holiday. What package holidays are available?
B: There´s a splendid holiday in Paris.
A: I expect Paris is expensive!
B: There is a cheap period between November and February. You can compare our prices with other companies. Ours are cheaper.
A: But I don´t want to go in February, I´d prefer April.
B: Well, April in Paris is beautiful. But it´s very popular. Most package tours in April are fully booked.
A: Yes, I remember my neighbour went  o Paris in April. She belongs to a travel club. It was beautiful. But the airport was very busy. What other places are available in April?
B: Here´s a brochure, with all the places and prices.
A: Right, I´ll probably be back tomorrow. Goodbye.

Unit 9)  /t/  /d/
At a library…
A: Good afternoon. I´ve just joined the library. How many books can I take out?
B: You can take two books, and keep them for ten days. After that, if you haven´t finished them, you can renew them.
A: How do I do that? Must I visit the library?
B: No, you can telephone. Tell us the titles of the books, and the dates they are due for return.
A: Splendid. Can you tell me where to find Thomas Hardy´s books? I´m studying Victorian writers. I´ve read two of Thomas Hardy´s books – Tess of the D´Urbevilles, and Far from the Madding Crowd. Today I want  A Tale of Two Cities, or David Copperfield
B: Actually  A Tale of Two Cities and David Copperfield are by Charles Dickens.

Unit 10)  /k/  /g/
At home, husband and wife…
A: I can´t do all the housework and all the cooking. You´ve got to do more.
B: You don´t do all the housework and all the cooking. I cook the breakfast.
A: And I clean the kitchen.
B: I take the dog for a walk.
A: I take the kids to school.
B: I do the gardening.
A: No, you don´t. I cut the grass.
B: I dig the garden.
A: Once a year, in August.
B: I make you a cup of coffee every evening.
A: I cook the supper.
B: I clean the car.
A: I pick up your things.
B: OK, let´s change over. I´ll pick up my own things. And you can clean the car.
A: You can cook supper.
B: You can make the coffee.
A: You can cut the grass.
B: You can dig the garden.
A: Once a year, in August. You can take the kids to school.
B: You can take the dog for a walk.
A: You can clean the kitchen.
B: And we´ll give up cooked breakfasts.
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