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[bookmark: __DdeLink__499_379255905]I stayed in the streets till late at night, `keeping on the move all the time. Dressed as I was, I was half afraid that the police might arrest me as a vagabond, and I dared not speak to anyone imagining that they must notice a disparity between my accent and my clothes. (Later I discovered that this never happened) My new clothes had put me instantly into a new world. Everyone´s demeanour seemed to have changed abruptly. I helped a hawker pick up a barrow that he had upset. `Thanks, mate,´ he said with a grin. No one had called me mate before in my life – it was the clothes that had done it. For the first time I noticed, too, how the attitude of women varies with a man´s clothes. When a badly dressed man passes them they shudder away from him with quite frank movement of disgust, as though he were a dead cat. Clothes are powerful things. Dressed in a tramp´s clothes it is very difficult, at any rate for the first day, not to feel that you are genuinely degraded. You might feel the same shame, irrational but real, your first night in prison.
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