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TRABAJOS PRÁCTICOS: CLASS 1 
 
You are expected to work on exercises 1, 2 and 3 
BEFORE the practical class. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Phonemic Alphabet 
 
 
You will be introduced to the symbols used to transcribe the sounds of English. 

In other words, the phonemic alphabet helps us transcribe what we actually say 

when we speak.  

 

1-Follow the link below to listen to each sound so that you familiarise yourselves 

with the symbols to make sure you can “read” them and “write” with them.  

 

https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/apps/learnenglish-sounds-

right?_ga=2.7700658.1266522775.1553862657-

1601025652.1434489673 

 

With LearnEnglish Sounds Right on your phone or tablet you can practise anywhere 

and anytime. Just tap a sound and you will hear it. Tap the downward 



Always remember there’s only one symbol for each sound. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/apps/learnenglish-sounds-right?_ga=2.7700658.1266522775.1553862657-1601025652.1434489673
https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/apps/learnenglish-sounds-right?_ga=2.7700658.1266522775.1553862657-1601025652.1434489673
https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/apps/learnenglish-sounds-right?_ga=2.7700658.1266522775.1553862657-1601025652.1434489673


1. Can you try and read from the transcriptions in the chart below? 
 
Consonants 

 

Vowels & diphthongs 
 

 
2. How many sounds are there in the English phonemic alphabet? How 

are sounds organized in the chart? Is there a logic behind this 
organization? Watch the following video: https://youtu.be/JfwVXfl0EnI 
 

Chart Explained 

https://youtu.be/JfwVXfl0EnI
https://youtu.be/JfwVXfl0EnI


3. Now it’s your time to start writing the symbols.  

 
 

Go to the Introduction to phonemic symbols1 within this folder 
and complete the activities. 

Once you finish them, you can check them against the Key 
Introduction to phonemic symbols provided. 

 
4. Go back to the chart, the video and the reading material from the 

theoretical class. Here are some further questions for you to think of 
in connection with the chart. We will be discussing these and your 
questions in our next class. 
 

▪ Why are consonants distributed in three columns? 
▪ Why does /h/ stand alone? 
▪ What is peculiar about the shaded vowel sounds? 
▪ Read these words aloud. Which ones contain schwa? So, what 

is special about //?  

about      bus       under     different     element      Wednesday 

 
▪ Which consonants do you consider unfamiliar? 
▪ Are those sounds the most difficult ones for you to produce? 
▪ Which of these sounds do you think do NOT exist in Spanish? 

 
TRABAJOS PRÁCTICOS: ASSIGNMENT 1 
 

Now you are ready to complete ASSIGNMENT 1 on Campus 
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