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TRABAJOS PRÁCTICOS: CLASS 2 

You are expected to work on all the tasks in this 
TP  BEFORE the practical class 
 

Part one: Consonants: difficult sounds: /b/ vs /v/ 

 

1. Why is the contrast between these two sounds /v/ vs /b/ difficult for some 

Spanish speakers? Follow the link and find the answer: 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ghb6qapA_gM 

 

 

2. Now it’s your time to distinguish between /b/ and /v/.  

Listen to the words in bold. Then, read them aloud. It is a good idea to use 
the front camera of your phone (or a mirror!) to look at the position of the lips 
as you read the words. 

 

 

 
 

3. Now listen to the minimal pair sentences. Then, read them 
aloud. It is a good idea to use the front camera of your phone 
(or a mirror!) to look at the position of the lips as you read the 
words. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ghb6qapA_gM
about:blank
about:blank


 

 

Part two: Silent letters 

Letters and sounds are not to be confused. While it is conventional to 

use letters in writing, phonetic transcriptions use internationally agreed 

symbols (IPA). 

One principle governing the use of these phonetic symbols is that there 

should ONLY be one symbol for every sound; regardless of the number of 

letters. In that way, it sometimes takes several letters to “spell” a sound, as it´s 

the case in taxi , swimming  or food . Similarly, other 

letters are “silent” (they have no corresponding sound), such as the “w” in write 

.  

In addition, because symbols are not letters, you cannot ‘personalize’ 

them and create your own version of them. Symbols must be drawn as they 

appear in the pronunciation dictionary. Words may be in capitals, symbols 

CAN’T. 

 

1- Read the following words and write them in ordinary spelling. Watch out! 

They all contain “silent” letters. 

1.  

2. 

3.  

4.  

5.  

6.  

7. 

8.  

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 



 

 

2 – Now, compare the spelling and the transcription. Can you 
infer the rules for silent letters? Read on and find out if you 
were right. 

 
 

1. thumb 

2. debt 

 
 
 

3. scene/seen 

 

 
 
 

4. sandwich 

 

 
 
 

5. foreign 

 

 
 



 

 

 
6. heiress 

 

 
 

7. knife 

 

 
 

8.  palm 

9. walk 

10. should 

 
 

11. damn 

 

 



 

 

 
 

12. psycho 

 

 
 
 

13. aisle/isle 

 

 
 

14. castle 

 

 
 

15. wrong 

16. sword 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

3 – Just for fun! 
 

 
 

 
TRABAJOS PRÁCTICOS: ASSIGNMENT 2 
 

Now you are ready to complete ASSIGNMENT 2 on Campus 

 
 


