Dictations from Marionettes

They were identical.

Smith stared. “Is this your twin brother? | never knew -”

“No, no,” said Braling quietly. “Bend close. Put your ear to Braling
Two’s chest.”

Smith hesitated and then leaned forward to place his head against the
uncomplaining ribs. Tick-tick-

“Oh no! It can’t be!”

“Itis.”

“Let me listen again.”

Tick-tick-tick-tick-tick-tick-tick-tick.

Smith staggered back and fluttered his eyelids, appalled. He reached
out and touched the warm hands and the cheeks of the thing.
“Where’d you get him?”

“Isn’t he excellently fashioned?” 85 words

/del war al dentIkel/

/sm10 stead/1z 81s jo twin 'brAdse /al 'neve nju; -

nau nau/ sed bra:ling 'kwaisatli. “bend klauz. put jor 1s ta bra:ling
tu:z fest/

/smiB "hezitertid an den li:nd 'fo:wad te plels 1z hed s 'genst Oi:
‘Ankam pleInin ribz /tik tik/

/au nau/ 1t ka:nt bi:/

/1t 12/

/let mi 'lis®n a'gen/

/tIK-tIk/

/smib 'steeged baek an ‘flated 1z "a1lid/ o po:ld/ hi ri:ft

aut and tAlft 8 wo:m haendz and 6o ffi:ks av 88 61n/

/weas d3u get him/

/'1znt hi "eksalentli ‘faefend/
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Smith thought that over a minute or two. “Will he walk around without sustenance for a month?” he
finally asked.

“For six months if necessary. And he’s built to do everything—eat, sleep, perspire—everything,
natural as natural is. You’ll take good care of my wife, won’t you, Braling Two?”

“Your wife is rather nice,” said Braling Two. “I’ve grown rather fond of her.”

Smith was beginning to tremble. “How long has Marionettes, Inc., been in business?”

“Secretly, for two years.” 81 words

/smiB 69t Haet ‘auvar e ‘miInit o: tu:/

/wil hi wok @' raund wi daut 'sAstenans far @ mAn6/ hi ‘fainsli a:skt/

/fa stks mANnBs If ‘'nesasri/ an hi:z bilt ta du 'evribIn

/i:t /sli:p /pa’spatar/ 'evrifin/ neefferel oz 'neefferel 1z/ ju:l tetk gud kear av mar
waif/ waunt ju:/ bra:ling tu:/

/jo: waif s 'ra:0s nals /sed bra:ling tu: / alv graun 'ra:8s fond av h3:/
smiIB waz bi'gIinin te ‘trembal/hau lbn haez meeria nets 1Nk bi:n 1n 'biznis/
/'si kroatli/ fo tu: j1az/

“Could |—I mean, is there a possibility——" Smith took his friend’s
elbow earnestly. “Can you tell me where | can get one, arobot, a
marionette, for myself? You will give me the address, won’t you?”

Here you are.

Smith took the card and turned it round and round. “Thank you,” he said. “You don’t know what this
means. Just a little respite. A night or so, once a month even. My wife loves me so much she can’t
bear to have me gone an hour. 88 words

/kad a1 /aI mi:n/ 1z dear o posa bilati/smib tuk 1z frendz elbay '3:ni1stli/

/kan ju tel mi wear a1 kan get wan/ @ ‘raubpt /o

‘meeria net/ fo marl self/ ju wil giv mi di e dres/ waunt ju./

/hia ju a:/

/smiB tuk 6s ka:d an t3:nd 1t raund an raund /Beenk ju./hi sed/

ju daunt nau wpt 81Is mi:nz/ d3ast o 'l1tel ‘respait/ e naIt 9: sau/ wANs @ MANB i
'vn/ mai waif lavz mi saus mAf/ fi ka:nt bea ta haev mi gon an aus/
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