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English phonemic transcription key

Consonants
Voiceless Yoiced
Plosives
D pet, lap pet, lep b bet, fab bet, leb
t town, mat taun, met  d down, mad  daun, ma&d
k cap, lock kep, ok ¢ gap, log kb, lng
Affricates
f chin, batch fin, bef 3 gin, badge  d3mn, baeds
Fricatives
f fast, safe farst, seiff v vast, save vaist, seIv
0 thigh, logth far, loub & thy, loathe  das, laud
s sink, face sigk, fers  z zinc, phase  zigk, ferz
I shy, wish Ja1, wif 3 meagsure 'mezo
k hat het —
Nasals
m meet, team  miit, tiim
n nice, fine nars, fain
] — tong oy
Approximants
Lateral (approximant) I late, sail fent, seil
{Median} approximants j yes - jes
w wait - welt
T race — reis

Notes

| This phenemic transcription system is the same as that to be found in the Cambridge English Pro-
nouncing Dictionary {Jones et al. 2011) and in the Longman Proaunciation Dictianary (Wells 2008),

2 Examples show initial and final position. Note that /n/ does not occur initially; f3/ Is virtually
restricted to mediat position; /h § w r/ do not occur finally.

3 The voiceiess/voiced contrast is found only in the plosives, affricates and fricatives.




xvi English phonemic transcription key

Vowels

The words shown in sMALL caPITALS are the keywords used throughout this book to refer to
the vowels. These were first introduced by Wells (1982) and are also found in Wells’s (2008)

Longman Pronunciation Dictionary.

Yowel Keyword Additional spellings

Checked

1 kit krt/ gym, manage, busy, England, guilt
e DRESS /dres/ bread, friend, said

& TRAP /traep/ plaid

A STRUT /strat/ son, young, blood

] LoT /iot/ swan, because, knowledge

U FoCT /Tot/ put, would, woman

Free monoph

fowe

=zl

thongs

rLeece /flizs/
PaLM /paim/
NURSE /nais/
THOUGHT /00:¢/
GOOSE /gu:s/
SQUARE /skwea/

Free diphthongs

CI
al
ol
20
au
12
o

Weak vowels
)

Fe R =T

kace /fess/
PRICE /prais/
cHolce /fors/
GOAT /gout/
MOUTH /mau6/
NEAR /n1s/
CURE /kjua/

Schwa
Weak FLEECE
Weak Goose
Weak xIT
Weak roor

neat, these, technique, belief

start, clerk, heart, memoir

girl, term, heard, word, journey
short, caught, war, saw, walk, broad
rude, soup, shoe, do, crew

fair, their, mayor, vary

laid, may, weigh, they, break
try, lie, buy, guide

boy

nose, blow, soul, toe

drown

beer, pierce, zero, weird
tour, Europe, moor

comma, ability, useless, under, forget, bonus, famous
happy. money, hippie, mediate, pretend

graduate, to {weak form}, thank you

cottage, watches, expect

accurate, regufar

Instead of paLm we also sometimes find the keyword sTarT used to refer to the set of words
pronounced with /a:/ in GB. $TaRT comprises a set of items containing <r>, e.g. <ar, et, ear,
aar> (hard, sergeant, heart, bazaary, in General American (GA) they would be pronounced /
a:t/. PALM includes other words which in GB and GA are pronounced /a:/ (e.g. calm, father).
Since there is no distinction between the pronunciation of parM and start words in GB, both
keywords can be used to denote this vowel. For convenience we refer to this vowel as paLm
only.

Phonetic symbols and diacritics

This is a list of the phonetic symbols used in this book. We have not included here the sym-
bols used for English phonemic transcription (see previous pages).

]
[A]
[#
[
£2]

voiceless palatal fricative, as a realisation of /hj/, e.g. huge

voiced glottal fricative, e.g. akead

voiced velarised alveolar lateral approximant (‘dark /"), e.g. well

voiced post-alveolar approximant, e.g. very

glottal plosive, e.g. as a realisation of /t/ before consonants, at school [2? 'sku:l], or
glottal reinforcement of a voiceless plosive, e.g. background {'ba?kgraond}
devoiced consonant, ¢.g. [b] (normally below the symbol, but above for descending
symbols, e.g. [])

aspirated, e.g. [pY]

(normally beneath the symbol, but above if it is a descending symbol) syllabic con-
sonant, e.g, Britain ['britn], bacon betki)/

primary stress, e.g. infend [m'tend]

secondary stress, e.g. enfertain / enta'tem/

long, used with vowels, e.g. /it/

gjective, e.g. back [bak’]

phonemic transcription

phonetic transcription

orthographic form

is realised as

incorrect or unattested form
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'j_'::Preface

English Phonetics and Pronunciation Practice (EPPP) is unigue in combining an introduc-
tion to English phonetics with extensive material for practising English pronunciation. It
iy presents a twenty-first-century model of educated British English, ‘General British’ (GB),

" and is supported by a website containing complete recordings and phonetic transcriptions of

all exercises,

Modern corpus-based descriptions of colloguial English have been used to create materi-
als that teach pronunciation while simultaneously practising useful idiomatic language. Each
English phoneme is demonstrated in high-frequency words in different phonetic contexts, in
common phrases, in sentences and in dialogues, Moreover, each phoneme is also e}g'gensively
practised in contrast with similar, confusable sounds in minimal pairs, phrases and‘sentences.

Beyond the segmental level of vowels and consonants, considerable attention is given to

" the difference between strong and weak syllables — a very important component of English

thythm — and two complete chapters are dedicated to the difficult area of consonant clusters.
Learners who will benefit from EPPP include:

»  Students of English language and linguistics
«  Trainee English teachers

+  Learners of English as a foreign language

«  Professionals wishing to speak English with clarity and accuracy

Paul Carley and Inger M. Mees
Aberdare and Copenhagen, December 2016
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Chapter |

Basic concepts

1.1 Pronunciation priorities

" When learning to pronounce a new language it’s essential to get your priorities right, The

most important sounds are the ones that can change the meaning of words. These are called
phonemes (see section 1.2). If you say pin and it sounds like bin, people will misunderstand
you. And if you say 1 hid them and it sounds like J kit them, there will also be a breakdown
in communication. Furthermore, you should be aware that sounds may be pronounced differ-
ently in different contexts, e.g. pre-vocalically (before vowels), intervocalically (between
vowels) or pre-consonantally (before consonants). They may also be pronounced differ-

ently in different positions in the word — at the beginning (initial), in the middle {(medial)
- and at the end (final). For instance, /p/ is more like a /b/ when it occurs after /s/, e.g. port vs.
" sport; /t/ sounds different in red and rread; the two /I/ sounds in global are said differently;

and the quality of <oa> is different in goat and goal. Note that when we refer to the letters

in a word — as opposed to the sounds — we show them in angle brackets, e.g. <f> or <ie>,
. Phonemes are shown in slant brackets, e.g. /t/ or /e/. The word spread would be shown
- phonemically as /spred/.

Even if people can understand what you are saying, an off-target pronunciation may still
sound comical, irritating or distracting to listeners. For instance, if you say English /i/ with

" a back articulation (in your throat) instead of a front articulation (with your tongue-tip), it
"7 may sound funny to people who aren’t used to it. If listeners are distracted because of a false
©- pronunciation, they may stop concentrating on what you are trying to say. Or if they need to
-~ invest a lot of effort in deciphering what you are saying, they may lose track of your mes-
. sage. Furthermore, judgements of your overall ability in English are likely to be based on

the impression your pronunciation makes: if you sound like a beginner, you may be treated

o like 4 beginner, even if your level is advanced in terms of grammar, vocabulary, reading and
- writing.

The best approach is to aim for a pronunciation that (1) can be understood without any

+ - difficulty and (2) doesn’t irritate or distract your listeners. Note that there’s more to learning

the pronunciation of a language than mastering the segments (vowels and consonants). You
have to pay aitention to several other points. For instance, correct use of weak forms helps
to get the speech rhythm right. Contractions, e.g. don?, it5, well, improve the fluency. To
make your pronunciation more authentic, it’s important {o have a knowledge of assimilation
(sounds that change under the influence of neighbouring sounds; e.g. when becomes /wem/
in when my), elision (disappearing sounds; e.g. /t/ is often lost in strictly) and Haison (linking

' _ of sounds across word boundaries, e.g. /t/ in far away).
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i.2 Phonemes and allophones

Some sound differences matter a great deal, whereas others are of little significance. The
ones that matter most are those that can change the meaning of otherwise identical words.
In English, the words bit, bet, boat are distinguished only by the vowels; in bit, sit, wit, only
the initial consonant is different. In bir, bill, bin, it’s the final consonant that brings about the
change in meaning. Sounds which can distinguish meaning are called phonemes (adjective:
phonemic). A pair of words distinguished by a single phoneme is called a minimal pair,
e.g. bit — hit. The variety of English taught in this book (see section 1.7) has 24 consonant
phonemes and 20 vowel phonemes.

Not every sound difference can change the meaning of a word, Listen carefully to feet

and feed. You can hear a distinct difference in the length of the two vowels. But the native

English speaker interprets these vowels as two variants of the same phoneme /iv/; the dif-
ferent vowel lengths are the result of the influence of the following consonants /t/ and /d/.
Similarly, the two /&/ sounds in keen and corn are different, the first being formed more
forward and the second further back in the mouth, but English speakers hear both as variants
of the phoneme /k/.

When you say the /d/ in deal, your lips are unrounded during the consonant, but when you
say the /d/ in door, they are rounded. In dea! the vowel is unrounded, and in door the vowel
is rounded. When we say deal and door, our lips are getting ready for the vowel during the
articulation of the consonant. So the lip shape of the consonant is affected by the lip shape
of the following vowel. Each phonere is composed of a number of such different variants,
These are termed allophones (adjective; atlophonic). Allophones may occur in complemen-
tary distribution or in free variation. Our deal/door example is an instance of allophones
in complementary distribution. This means that the different allophones complement each
other; where one occurs, the other cannot occur. In other words, we can write a rule for the
occurrence of the two allophones: /d/ with rounded lips occurs before lip-rounded sounds
while /d/ with unrounded lips occurs before all other sounds. Vowels are shortened before
voiceless consonants like /s/ while they retain full length before voiced consonants like /z/;
for example, the vowel in price /prais/ is clearly shorter than that in prize fprarz/. Again,
the allophones are in complementary distribution. If allophones are in free variation, their
occurrence cannot be predicted from the phonetic context. An example of this would be
the different possible pronunciations of /t/ in word-final position, as in Aat. It’s possible to
pronounce the /t/ with or without glottal reinforcement (see section 2.7.3). Many speakers
vary between these two possibilities, and we cannot predict which of the two they are going
to use. The glottally reinforced and non-glottally reinforced variants are therefore said to be
in free variation.

Unfortunately for the learner, different languages generally don’t have the same phoneme
system, and they certainly don’t have the same range of allophones, So the learner has to
work out the phonemic inventory of the new language and all the phonetic variants. Your
first task is to make sure you never lose a phoneme contrast. This isn’t easy to do in practice.
Even though two phonemes may sound very similar, or identical, to the learner, to the native
speaker they are completely different. This is something native speakers and learners are
often not aware of. Native speakers are frequently surprised to hear that the vowels in the
English words seat /si:t/ and sit /sit/ sound identical to speakers of most other languages, who
hear them as the same vowel because they count as allophones of the same phoneme in their
languages. Many leamers find it difficult to separate the phonemes in Luke /luk/ and Jook

g?r;hree /6/ and free /fl, or theme /6/ and seem /s/. In this book we have provided exercises
“for 29 consonant contrasts and 26 vowel contrasts. You’ll find that some of these don’t pose
iaﬁ;; a particular contrast isn’t difficult for you, you can still use the contrast section as extra
“material to help you get the two sounds just right. Note that a full command of the contrasts
“involves being able to say all the different allophones of a phoneme in their appropriate
 gontexts. '

" Remember that allophones can never change the meaning of words. English /t/ can be said
i many different ways (i.e. there are many different allophones or variants), but if we substi-
“fate one allophone for another, the meaning remains the same. It will merely sound a bit odd.
However, if we replace /t/ in tight by /s/, /f/ or [/, then it turns into sight, fight or kite, and
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/Euld Others find it difficult to distinguish between cat /&/, cut /a/ and cart /a:/. Yet others

»t hear and/or make the difference between the initial consonants in three /6/ and tree //,

roblem for speakers of your language while others will take a long time to master. If mak-

the result is 2 new word with a different meaning; /t s k/ are therefore examples of phonemes

. in English. The English phoneme system is shown in the ‘English Phonemic Transcription
Key’ at the start of this book.

1.3 Spelling and sound

; English orthography (i.e. spelling) is notoriously unreliable. For instance, the vowel /i/

can be spelt in numerous ways. All the letters underlined in the following words represent

il me, see, seq, believe, receive, pizza, people, key, quay, quiche, Portuguese, foetus. Most
- other phonemes can also be spelt in many different ways, especially vowels. So instead of rely-
.. ing on the orthography, phoneticians use transeription. There are two types: (1) Phonemic
.- transeription indicates phonemes only; this type, as we have seen, is normally placed inside

- slant brackets / /, e.g. part /pait/. The sign — is used to show phoneme contrasts, e.g. lef — met
. flet —met/. (2) Phonetic transcription shows more detailed allophonic distinctions, enclosed
- by square brackets [ ], e.g. part [pra:t]. To indicate the allophonic distinctions, we often make

use of diacritics, i.e. marks added to symbols to provide extra information, e.g. [p"] and [7t].
The rounded allophone of /t/ is shown as [t*]; as A/ said with unrounded lips is the default,
there’s no special symbol to denote it.

Sometimes words with different meanings are spelt completely differently but are pro-
nounced in the same way, as in key and guay above. Such words are called homophones
(same pronunciation, different meaning). English has a great many of these. Other examples
of homophones are wait/weight, know/no, sealsee, cite/sight/site. To confuse matters even
more, the opposite also occurs. It’s possible for words that are spelt identically to be pro-
nounced differently. The written word row can be said with the vowel in coaT (when it means
a ‘line’) or the vowel in MouTH (when it means a ‘quarrel’), and it’s therefore impossible to
tell from the spelling alone which meaning and pronunciation are intended. Words of this
type are called homographs (same spelling, different pronunciation).

|.4 Phoneme symbols

Unfortunately, different writers sometimes use different symbols to represent the vowel
and consonant phonemes of English. This is partly because writers have different personal
preferences and partly because the pronunciation of English has changed over the years. It
has consequently become necessary to adapt the symbols to fit in better with present-day
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pronunciation. On the whole, the consonants tend to be shown in the same way, but several -

of the vowel symbols differ. In this book we have followed the notation used in the two lead-
ing pronunciation dictionaries, the Longman Pronunciation Dictionary (Wells 2008) and the
Cambridge English Pronouncing Dictionary (Jones et al. 2011), The transcription system
used in these dictionaries is standard for all mainstream English language teaching materi-
als which use British English as their model. Three of the vowel sounds that have recently
undergone change are the vowels found in the words DRESS, TRAP and square. In this book
we have shown themn in the traditional manner, i.e. fe/, /2/ and /es/ (as in the two dictionaries
mentioned above), but a more accurate reflection of modem British English pronunciation

would be to use /¢/, /a/ and /e2/ (all three are found in the Oxford Dictionary of Pronuncia-

tion,' and the last two are found in Cruttenden 2014); see Chapter 5, Note that it’s convenient

to use a keyword to refer to the vowels of English, as in the examples above, DrEsS, TRaz and .

sQuaRre {keywords are shown in sMaALL cAPITaLs). Examples of other keywords are rLEECE,
KiT, Foot and THoUGHT. When we talk about the rooT vowel, we mean /u/, the vowel in foot
and words like cook, full, could and woman.

1.5 The syllable

A syllable is a group of sounds that are pronounced together. Words can consist of a single -

syllable (monosyliabie), e.g. sight, time, or of two or more syllables (polysyllabic), e.g.
waiting (two syllables — disyllabic), tomato (three syllables), participate (four syllables),
university (five syllables), etc. A syllable nearly always contains a vowel (e.g. eve /av, or /
2:/); this is called the syllable nucleus. The nucleus may be preceded or followed by one or
trore consonants (e.g. teq, tree, stream, af, cat, cats, stamps). The consonant or consonants
preceding the nucleus are known as the syllable onset, and the consonants following the
nucleus are called the coda. The English syllable can consist of up to three consonants in the
onset (e.g. strengths /strenfs/), and as many as four in the coda (e.g. fexts /teksts/). Note that
we are here concerned with pronunciation, so even though the word time looks as if # con-
sists of two syllables because it has two vowel letters in the orthography, the word consists of
only one syllable as the second vowel letter in the speiling doesn’t represent a vowel sound.
A syllable which has a coda (i.e. one or more closing consonants) is called a closed syllable
while a syliable which ends with a vowel phoneme is called an open syllabie.

Occasionally, a syllable consists of a consonant only, most frequently /n/ or /1/, e.g. Britain
rovitn/, hidden Mhadn/, mission I'mifi/, middle fmidV, apple /'eepl/, baitle /'bmtl. A consonant
that forms a syllable without the aid of a vowel is called a syllabic consonant. Note that
we show a syllabic consonant by means of a small vertical mark beneath the symbol (with
descending symbols a superscript mark is used, e.g. bacon /'berks)/). A word like apple /'wepl/
consists of two syllables, but only the first contains a vowel; the second comtains a syllabic
consonant; see section 8.2, '

1.6 Stress

Words consist of more than a set of segments (vowels and consonants) arranged in a certain
order. Words of more than one syllable also have a distinctive rhythmic pattern depend-
ing on which syllables are pronounced with stress and which are not. Stressed syllables
are pronounced with greater energy and effort than unstressed syllables, which results in
greater prominence; i.e. they stand out more. The first syllable in carpet is stressed and the

: SGCO

sy
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nd anstressed; the second syllable in decide is stressed and the first unstressed. Stress
-5 sndicated by means of a vertical mark placed before the stressed syllable, and unstressed
lables are left unmarked, e.g. "ka:ptt/, /di'sard/. The position of stress in an English word
js-an fmportant factor in word recognition, and there are even words which are distinguished

by stress alone, e.g. billow /'bilav/ vs. below /bi'lav/, the noun import /tmpait/ and the verb
:';}nport Am'pot/.

- Some words have more than one stressed syllable. In entertain the first and third syllables
are stressed, while in impossibility the second and fourth syllables are stressed. In these
examples, as in all cases of multiple stresses, the last stress sounds more prominent than the
edrlier stress, and this is why the term primary stress has been used for the last, more promi-

‘nent stress, and secondary stress for any earlier, less prominent stresses. Primary stress is

‘indicated with the usual stress mark, and secondary stress with the same symbol at a lower

:level e.g. /enta'tem/, /im poso'bilati/. Although the terminology and transcription seem to

suggest that there are three different levels of stress — primary stress, secondary stress and

wmistressed — this isn’t actually the case. There are only stressed and unstressed syilables, and
:“the difference in prominence between the stresses in words such as entertain and impossibil-
. jty is due to pitch accent.

An accented syllable is one which is accompanied by a change in the piteh of the voice.

- Pitch is related to the speed at which the vocal folds vibrate: faster vibration results in higher
" pitch, and slower vibration in lower pitch. When a word is pronounced in isolation, the syl-
- lable that takes primary stress is accented, i.e, accompanied by a pitch movement, usually a
“fall in pitch. When there’s a ‘secondary stress® earlier in the word, this is accompanied by a

step up to a relatively high pitch before the pitch movement of the “primary stress’. In terms
of the English sound system, the pitch movement associated with the ‘primary stress’ is more

“salient than the step up in pitch associated with the ‘secondary stress’. Thus the distinction

between primary and secondary stress is really a difference between different kinds of pitch

“accent rather than stress,

" When individual monosyliabic words are transcribed as examples, it’s common practice

pot to use a stress mark. Every word must have at least one stressed syllable when pro-
- nounced in isolation, and therefore it’s self-evident that the one and only syllable of a word
" 18 stressed. When we transcribe an individual polysyllabic word, we include all necessary

‘stress marks, both primary and secondary. Not to do so would mean leaving out essential

“information about the pronunciation of the word. When we transcribe utterances longer than

‘#'single word, we use the stress mark whenever a syllable is stressed, meaning that monosyl-
- labic words can receive a stress mark, but also that some stresses which appear when a word

is said in isolation may disappear when the word is spoken in a phrase. As there’s no real

- difference between primary and secondary stress, only the primary stress symbol is used in
- transcriptions of connected speech, and no attermpt is made to indicate differences in promi-
“7 pence among stressed syllables caused by different types of pitch accent.

1.7 Pronunciation model

Every language has 2 number of different accents, that is, a pronunciation variety character-
istic of a group of people. Accents can be regional or social. In Britain we find many different
regional accents; examples are London (‘Cockney”), Birmingham, Bristol, Liverpool, Leeds,
Glasgow and Cardiff, spoken by most of the people who live in these areas. But unless you
have reasons for specifically wishing to adopt one of these regional accents, it’s best for
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learners not to use these as a model for imitation. The accent of British English we recom-

mend is one heard from educated speakers throughout Britain. Although it’s more common
in England than in Scotland and Wales, and in the south of England more than in the north,
everybody in Britain has as least a passive familiarity with it. We shall term this social accent

General British (abbreviated to GB). If you listen regularly to programmes on British radio -
and television, you're probably already familiar with this accent, since it’s the variety used:

by the majority of British presenters. It’s sometimes even called ‘BBC English’. It either is
completely non-localisable (i.e. it’s impossible to tell where speakers come from) or has very
few regional fraces. When people alter their pronanciation {consciously or unconsciously)

to sound less regional, they change in the direction of GB. When there’s an accent spectrum -

within a location, those at the lower end of the social scale speak with the Jocal accent while
those towards the other end of the social scale speak with an accent progressively more like
GB. Thus GB can be taken as the common denominator of the speech of educated British
people.

Apart from *‘BBC English’, other popular names have been used for this variety of English. -

For instance, it has been referred to as the ‘Queen’s English’ and ‘Oxford English’. But these
are very inaccurate. Phoneticians have also employed a variety of names. The following are
a selection:

Label Abbrevigtion
Received Pronunciation RP

Modern Received Pronunciation MRP

Public School Pronunciation psp
Reference Pronunciation RP
Southern British Standard $BS
Southern England Standard Pronunciation SESP
Standard Southern British English . SSBE
Non-regional Pronunciation NRP

Until recently ‘Received Pronunciation’ (abbreviated to RP) was frequently used to
refer to the prestige accent, ‘received’ meaning ‘socially acceptable” in the Victorian era, It
was originally defined as the speech of a small minority who had gone to one of the ‘public
schools’ in Britain (in actual fact very expersive private schools). But as time went by,
more and more people, notably in London and the wealthy south-east of England, acquired
a variety very similar to RP even though they had not gone to public school, and this ten-
dency increased greatly through the use of RP for broadcasting purposes. This means that
the term is no longer appropriate. To make the label more inclusive, we have decided to
use the more neutral term ‘General British’ to refer to the prestige variety.? It's influenced
by London and the south-east of England, which is why some authors have termed it
‘Standard Southern British English’, or equivalent names. For instance, the widespread
use of glottal reinforcement of the plosives (see section 2.7.3) and the vocalisation of /I/
{see section 2,14.3) have come into GB through Cockney. The English we describe in this
book is the speech of the average modern GB speaker. Old-fashioned usages have been
exciuded, as have any ‘trendy’ pronunciations that are too recent to have gained wide-
spread acceptance.
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Notes

i Upton, Clive, Kretzschmar, William A. and Konopka, Rafal (2001) Oxferd Dictionary of Pronun-

ciation for Curvent English. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

"2 The name was first suggested by Jack Windsor Lewis in his (1972} 4 Concise Pronouncing Dic-

tionary of British and American English. London: Oxford University Press, and has recently been
adopted in Cruttenden (2014},




Chapter 2

Consonants

2.1 The vocal tract and tongue

Before we discuss how the 24 English consonant phonemes are made, or articulated, let’s
familiarise ourselves with the anatomy of the voeal tract (Figure 2.1) and tongue (Figure 2.2).

I. Nasal cavity 10.Tip of tongue

2. Oral cavity Il Blade of tongue

3. Pharynx _ ] |2, Front of tongue

4, Lips ' 13, Back of tongue

5.Teeth 14. Root of tongue

6. Alveolar ridge 15. Epiglottis

7. Hard palate 16, Larynx, containing vocal folds
8. Soft palate (also termed ‘velum’) 17, Trachea '

9. Uvula 18. Qesophagus

Figure 2.1 The anatomy of the vocal tract.

! This diagram might appear strange to you at first, The tongue may be larger or smaller than
youexpected. It’s small in the sense that thg tip éoesp’t extend much_ further from th‘e place
4t which it’s attached to the lower jaw, and it’s large in the sense that it extends deep into the
' nouth and throat, and almost completely fills the orat cavity (mouth).
“Trwe start at the bottom of the diagram, we see that there are two passages. The oesopha-
gus /1'spfagas’ (food pipe) leads to the stomach, and the trachea /tro'’kiza/ (windpipe) leads
‘to the tungs. It’s the trachea which is of most interest for our purposes. During speech, air
‘Hows up from the lungs via the trachea, and the first point of interest that it meets is the
.:'l'ary'nx Meerigks/. The larynx joins the trachea to the pharynx (throat; see below) and isa
“hax-like structure made of cartilage. It’s larger in men than in women and is what makes the
“¢Adam’s apple’, the lump at the front of the throat, The larynx contains the vocal folds, a
f'péii* of lip-like structures which can be brought together to close off the trachea and lungs.
If there’s a need to expel something from the lungs or trachea, the vocal folds are brought
tightly together, the muscles of the chest and abdomen squeeze the lungs strongly, and then
the vocal folds are abruptly separated to let the trapped air below escape in an explosion
" “which hopefully clears the blockage. This is a cough. The vocal folds also seal off the lungs
* 4o stabilise the chest during lifting or other types of physical exertion. You will notice that
. pefore you pick up something heavy, you take a breath and trap it in your lungs by bringing
" the vocal folds together, and then when you put the load down, you inevitably let out a gasp
o as you release the air you had trapped in your lungs.
. The next feature is the epiglottis / epi'glntis/, a flap of cartilage at the root of the tongue.
“ It isn’t involved in making speech sounds in English. Its biological function is to fold over
the entrance to the larynx during swallowing in order to guide food and drink info the
" oesophagus.
.0 The space above the larynx and behind the root of the tongue is called the pharynx
. Menpks/. It’s smaller when the tongue is pulled back in the mouth and larger when the
" tongue is pushed forward.
. There is then a possible fork in the road for the airstream. In our diagram the soft pal-
" ate /'paelat/ (also termed velum /'vi:lam/) and the uvula /juivjels/ at its tip are shown in the
jowered position, but it’s also possible for the soft palate to form a seal against the back
wall of the pharynx and close off the entrance to the nasal cavity (nose). This is known as
a velic closure; see e.g. Fig. 2.3. Thus the airstream can potentially enter both the oral and
nasal cavity (as in our diagram) or only the oral cavity (when the soft palate is raised and
a velic closure is formed). There’s little to be said about the nasal cavity itself because its
dimensions are fixed; it's only the valve-like action of the soft palate opening and closing the
entrance to it which is relevant for speech.
The oral cavity is bordered by the tongue at the bottom, the palate at the top, and the
lips, cheeks and teeth at the front and sides. By opening and closing the jaw and pulling
the tongue back and pushing it forward, the oral cavity can be made larger or smaller. The
tongue, lower teeth and lip move with the lower jaw while the upper teeth and lip are in a
fixed position.
Behind the upper front teeth is a lumpy area called the alveolar ridge /zlvi'aule/, and to
the rear of that is the palate. The palate is divided into the soft palate and the hard palate, If
you explore your palate with the tip of your tongue, you’li find that it’s indeed hard and bony
at the front, and soft and fleshy at the back. At the very end of the soft palate is the uvula,
which you can see hanging down when you look in the mirror.
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Front _

Blade

- Back
Tip

Root

Figure 2.2 Divisions of the tongue,

The position shown in Figure 2.1 is actually a slightly unusual one, but it’s useful for
demonstration purposes. It shows the position assumed when breathing through the nose
and mouth simuitaneously. When not speaking, a healthy person would hold the jaws
closer together with the lips and teeth touching, the tongue would fill the oral cavity,
touching the roof of the mouth from the alveolar ridge to the soft palate, and the soft pal-
ate would be lowered (as in the diagram) to allow for normal breathing in and out via the
nose. -

The tongue has few obvious natural divisions in the way that the vocal tract does. How-
ever, phoneticians find it convenient to divide it into a number of parts for the sake of con-
venience when describing sounds and their articulations (see Figure 2.2).

The very point of the tongue is known as the tip; the part of the tongue which narrows
to the tip and which lies under the alveolar ridge is the blade of the tongue. The part which
lies under the hard palate and the part under the soft palate are called the front and back of
the tongue respectively. This may seem strange at first, but front and back refer to the part of
the tongue used in the articulation of vowels (see section 5.1.1) — the front is the part of the
tongue used to form front vowels, and the back is the part used to form back vowels. The tip
and blade remain low in the mouth and aren’t involved in making vowels. Finally, the part of
the tongue in the pharynx is the root,

2,2 Describing consonants

A consonant is a speech sound which involves an obstruction of the airstream as it passes
through the vocal tract. Describing a consonant involves describing the nature of the obstruc-
tion, and there are three factors to be taken into consideration: veicing, place of articulation
and manner of articulation,

2.2.1 Voicing

Voicing refers to the actions of the vocal folds during the articulation of a consonant. Differ-
ent actions of the vocal folds produce voiced and voiceless sounds (Table 2.1),

It’s easiest to appreciate the voicing in sounds like /v 8 z 53 m n 1y 1 1/ because these can be
prolonged. Put your hand on your throat as you say them and feel the vibration. Note how
the vibration stops and starts as you stop and start the consonant.

A number of English consonants come in pairs, the only difference between them being
that one is voiceless and one is voiced. These pairs are /£ v/, /8 &/, /s 2/, /{'3/, o b/, t &/, Ik o/

7 table.

Consonants [}
fdbn‘e 2.1 English voiced and voiceless consonants
“Voicing | Description Sounds
: V iced The vocal folds are held gently together so fbdg &vdzzmnny
: .o that the airflow from the fungs causes them Irjw/
to vibrate.
'vﬁiceless The vocal folds are held apart as in the lptkff0sfh/

position for normal breathing.

- aﬁd /f d/. Take some of the pairs which can be easily lengthened, such as /f \:'/ anfi /s .z/, and

“alternate between the voiceless and the voiced consonants and feel how the vibration in your
- larynx stops and starts. o .

" Note that in our diagrams of consonant articulations we use a plus sign at the igrynx o
“indicate that the consonant is voiced, and a minus sign if it’s voiceless. If both signs are

~included (&), both voiced and voiceless articulations are possible,

| 2.2.2 Piace of articulation

The second factor to take into account when describing a consonant is where in the vo.cal
tract the obstruction is made. Place of articulation is described in terms of an ac_:t_lve
articulator which moves towards a passive articulator which is in a fixed position
ble 2.2).
(T?I‘he lip-)rounding of labial-velar /w/ and the positioning of the vocal foifis for glottal /h/
can’t be analysed in terms of passive and active articulators because they involve two ele-
ments moving towards each other (the corners of the mouth for /w/ and the two Vf)cai. folds
for /7). The lips and vecal folds are therefore classified as both active and passive in our

Take some time to silently articulate the consonants listed in the table (or at least those

you are confident you can correctly pronounce) in order to identify the different places of
articulation.

Table 2.2 English consonants: place of articulation

Place Active articulator Passive articuiator Consonants
Bilabial Lower lip Upper lip p b/
Labio-dental Lower lip Upper incisors £/
Dental Tongue-tip Upper incisors /0 8/
Alveolar Tongue-tip Alveolar ridge ftdnszl/
Post-alveolar Tongue-tip Rear of alveolar ridge frl
Palato-alveolar  Tongue-tip, biade and front  Alveolar ridge and hard palate  /f &5 J 3/
Palatal Front of tongue Hard palate fjf
Velar Back of tongue Soft palate gyl
Glottal Vocal folds Vocal folds /hf

. Back of tongue Soft palate et
Labial-velar Lips Lips
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Tabfe 2.3 English consonants: manner of articulation

Manner Description Consonants

Plosive A complete closure is formed in the vocal trace, pbtdkg/
blocking the airstream, and then released.

A narrowing is formed in the vocal tract, causing
turbulence and fricative noise as the airstream is
forced through.

A complete closure is formed in the vocal tract and f d3/
then released slowly, resulting in homorganic
friction, i.e. fricative noise at the same place of
articulation,

Nasal A complete closure is formed in the oral cavity, the /mny/

soft palate is in the lowered position, and air exits
via the nose.

Approximant A narrowing is formed in the vocal tract, but one not  /r1jw/

narrow enough to cause turbulence and noise as in
the case of a fricative.

Fricative Hv0dsz [zl

Affricate

2.2.3 Manner of articulation

Manner of articulation is the term used to describe the kind of obstruction involved in artic-
ulating a consonant. The five manners of articulation found in English are listed in Table 2.3.

Explore what these terms really mean by articulating some of the consonants you are con-
fident of and feeling the different manners of articulation.

2.2.4 Double and secondary articulations

English /w/ is an example of a double articulation, meaning that two articulations of equal
magnitude (i.e. two primary articulations) take place at the same time — an approximant
articulation between the back of the tongue and the soft palate, and another approximant
articulation consisting of the rounding of the lips. Other double articulations are possible but
don’t occur in English.

In the case of secondary articulations, the primary articulation is accompanied by an
articulation of lesser magnitude. Examples of this in GB are the labialisation (i.e. lip-
rounding} accompanying /f 3 § dg 1/ (see sections 2.12 and 2.14) and the approximation
of the back of the tongue to the soft palate (velarisation) which accompanies /V/ in certain
circumstances (see section 2.14.2).

2.2.5 Combining voicing, place and manner

When we bring together the key factors of voicing, place of articulation and manner of
articulation, sach English consonant phoneme has its own unique label which phoneticians
use when referring to it (Table 2.4).

Strictly speaking, the IPA symbol for the English /t/ sound is [1], but when making practi-
cal phonemic transcriptions for various languages, phoneticians often replace ‘exotic’ sym-
bols with the nearest ‘non-exotic’ symbol for the sake of ease of printing and writing. In such
cases there’s no danger of confusion because the description of the sounds is included with
the symbols, as we do here.

. §ymbol  Consonant label

Bilabial|Labio- | Dental|Alveolar |Post-  |Palato- |PalataliVelar|Glottal|Labial-
dental alveolarialvealar Velar
Plosives p b t d k g
Affricates F &
Fricatives f  v|g s z I 3 h
Nasals m n by
Approximants 1 r i w
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' Tbb!e 2.4 English consonants: voicing, place and manner of articulation

Symbol  Consonant label

“ipt voiceless bilabial plosive fs/ voiceless alveolar fricative
b/ voiced bilabial plosive lz/ voiced alveolar fricative
i voiceless alveolar plosive []7 voiceless palato-alveolar fricative
:/d/-. voiced alveolar plosive i3/ voiced palato-alveolar fricative
JK voiceless velar plosive /h/ voiceless glottal fricative
gl voiced velar plosive /m/ voiced bilabial nasal
i voiceless palato-alveolar affricate  /n/ voiced alveolar nasal
Sl voiced palato-alveolar affricate M/ voiced velar nasal
gl voiceless labio-dental fricative i/ voiced palatal approximant
SR voiced labio-dental fricative fwi voiced labial-velar approximant
Sy 1 voiceless dental fricative iy voiced alveolar fateral approximant
L voiced dental fricative v voiced post-alveolar approximant

.Tabie 2.5 English consonant grid

Note that in the IPA chart (see p. xviii) the term post-alveolar is used for /ff &5 {3/ and

- alveolar for i/, but we prefer the terms traditionally used for English, palato-alveclar and
~1 post-alveolar respectively, because they better describe the English articulations.

2.3 The English consonants

. Table2.5 conveniently summarises the voicing, place of articulation and manner of articula-

tion of the 24 English consonants, Within each cell, the sound on the left is voiceless, and the
one on the right is voiced.

2.4 Obs_truents and sonorants

Table 2.5 reveals that consonants fall into two groups: those that typically come in voice-
less and voiced pairs, and those that don’t. Plosives, affricates and fricatives are obstruents
/vbstruants/, the most consonant-like of the consonants, involving the greatest degree of
obstruction to the airstream, Nasals and approximants are sonorants /'sonarants/ (as are vow-
els) and are the least consonani-like of the consonants, involving a lesser degree of obstruction.

2.4.1 Pre-fortis clipping

Voiceless (also known as fortis) obstruents shorten sonorants (including vowels, see section
5.3) which precede them in the same syllable. This phenomenon is termed pre-fortis clip-
ping and results in /m/ being shortened before /p/ in lump and /f/ in fymph; /n/ before /t/ in

&
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bent, /s/ in wince and /f/ in bench; fy/ before /k/ in bank; and /1/ before /p/ in help, /t/ in belr, -

K/ in sulk, Al in beleh, /Y in golf, 10/ in heaith, /s/ in else and /{'/ in Welsh.

2.4.2 Obstruent devoicing

Although we have so far referred to English consonants as either voiceless or voiced,

English voiced obstruents are actually only potensially fully voiced. Depending on the -

phonetic context, they are ofien partially or even completely devoiced /diz'vost/ (i.e. they

partially or completely lose their voicing). For this reason the terms fortis and lenis are -
sometimes used for voiceless and voiced instead. Fortis means strong while lenis means

weak, which reflects the fact that voiceless obstruents are articulated more forcefully than
voiced obstruents. Force of articulation is a difficult feature to perceive, and many learners
are confused by these terms because they feel that voiced sounds are louder and therefore
strong, while voiceless sounds are quieter and therefore weak. It’s preferable, therefore, to

stick with the terms voiceless and voiced, with the understanding that when we refer to Eng- -

lish /b d g d3 v & z 3/ as voiced obstruents, we actually mean ‘potentially’ fully voiced.

English voiced obstruents are typically fully voiced when they occur between voiced
sounds, such as nasals, approximants and vowels (Tabie 2.6).

English voiced obstruents are typicaily partially or fully devoiced when they are pre-
ceded by a pause or a voiceless consonant, or when a pause or voiceless consonant follows
(Table 2.7). A devoiced consonant is normally shown by means of a subscript circle under the
consonant, e.g. [b], but with descending symbols a superscript circle is used, e.g. [§]. In the
case of fricatives, the devoicing is greater before a voiceless consonant or pause than after a

Table 2.6 Examples of fully voiced obstruents

Medial between Medial between Woerd-initial between | Word-final between
vowels sonorants and vowels vowels _ vowels

/b/ |rabbit ['raebii] |amber ['wmba] jaboat {5 'bout] Jrubit {"tab 1t}
/d/ |powder ['pavda] |balding ['bo:ldm] (a2 dog {a 'dog] read it {'rizd 1t]
/gl |ago [o'gau] |finger {'figgo] my gate [mar 'geit] | big cak.  {'big 'ouk]
/dz/ |badger ['badso] |banjo {bmndzeu] [a joke [ 'dyauk] ipegeeight [‘peids ‘ert]

fv/ |saving ['seivig] |envy ['envi] aview o 'vju:] move it {'mwyv it]
/8/ |other ['ada] southern {'sadn] for this  [fo 'd1s] with it {'wid 1t]
fel |loser  [luzze] |[frenzy ['ftenzi] [the zoo [8s'zut] |his own [hiz 'sun]
I3/ |treasure ['trezs] |vision {'vizn] a genre [oa'zpnro} |beigeis  [beigiz]

Table 2.7 Examples of devoiced obstruents

“yoiceles ' , .
“and voiceless obstruents 1s iess marked, but the contrast still remains - /bd g dg v 8 z 3/ don’t

:"'bécome fptkyfosf

Following Preceding o - Following a Preceding a

a pause pause voiceless consonant voiceless consonont
/bl |boy  [bor] tab  [tzb] ithis book  ['8is "huk] grab some ['grab 'sam]
/d/ |day  [dei1] load [lowdl ithis dog {'d1s 'dug] hid some ['hid 'sam}
g/ |gate [gert] |pig  [pig] |this guy {'01s 'gai] big sign {"br§ 'sam]
I3/ oy fizor]  |page [perds] | this joke ['O1s 'dgouk] |[cage fight ['keids 'fait]
vl jvan  fymn) |cave [kery] |this verb ['O1s 'ya:b] |give time {'gry 'taim]
18/ {this  [8is] bathe [berd] [miss that  ['mis 'Jwi] |withTom [wid 'tom]
2/ | zip fzip] buzz [baz] [that zone ['Ot'zeunl |his turn [hiz “tain]
13/ |genre ['3vars} |beige [beri] what genre ['wot'ionra] |beige top ['berd 'top]
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s consonant or pause. When devoicing occurs, the difference between pairs of voiced

2.5 Stops
.' ﬁibsives and affricates make up the category of stops. They have in common a combination ¢
‘of a velic closure and a closure in the oral cavity which results in a complete obstruction to
thie airstream (hence the term stop).

English has three pairs of voiceless and voiced plosives at the bilabial, alveolar and velar
laces of articulation.

" For /p/ and /b/, the lips come together and form a complete closure, stopping the air-
stream (see Figure 2.3).
For /t/ and /d/, a complete closure is formed by the tip of the tongue against the alve-
olar ridge and by the sides of the tongue against the upper side teeth (see Figure 2.4).
For /k/ and /g/, the back of the tongue forms a closure against the soft palate, and the rear
of the sides of the tongue forms a seal against the rear upper side teeth (see Figure 2.5).

Figure 2.3 English plosives /p/ and /b/.

Figure 2.4 Engtish plosives /t/ and /d/. Figure 2.5 English plosives /k/ and /g/.
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Figure 2.6 English affricates /§7 and /dg/ Figure 2.7 English affricates /§/ and /dg/ show-
showing palato-alveolar closure. ing palato-alveolar closure and
release with homorganic friction,

English has a single pair of voiceless and voiced affricates at the palato-alveolar place of
articulation.

*  For/f/ and /dg/, the tip and blade of the tongue form a closure against the rear part of the
alveolar ridge, the front of the tongue is raised towards the hard palate, and the sides of
the tongue form a seal against the upper side teeth (see Figure 2.6).

= The closure is released slowly, resulting in a brief moment of homorganic fiiction
(Figure 2.7).

Although the phonemic symbols for the affricates consist of two elements, these phonemic
affricates are single sounds, and although the first element of each symbol is the same as that
used for the alveolar plosives, the place of articulation is different (as our diagrams demon-
strate), the same symbols being used only for the sake of convenience,

2.5.1 The stages of stops
Stops have three stages (see Figure 2.8):

1 approach: the active articulator moves towards the passive articulator in order to form
the closure;

2 hold: the closure is made, the airstream is blocked, and pressure builds up;

3 release: the active articulator moves away from the passive articulator, breaking the
closure and releasing the compressed ajr.

The difference between plosives and affricates is that the release stage of affricates is slower

and therefore accompanied by audibie friction. Another key difference is that the fricative
release stage of affricates is always present while the release stage of plosives is very variable.

2.6 Aspiration

When the voiceless plosives /p t k/ are at the beginning of a stressed syllable, they
are released with aspiration. This means that there’s a brief period of voicelessness
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Articulators separate,
aflowing compressed
airslream 1o escape,

Articulators Articulators are held giving rise {0 ;Jios_ion
approach, i.e. together and block (plosives) or friction
Passive come together ! airstream ! (affricates)
articulator :
Active ;
articulator i i
1. APPROACH 2. HOLD 3. RELEASE
Time

. p . b : H
PA : L ; J‘ :
; : i |
1 i
AA ; ;
: :
VF : I\N\/\J\N\N\/\f\f\f\m
PA = passive articulator
AA = active articuiator
VF = vocal folds
wwmm = vocal folds apart as for voiceless
MM = vocal folds vibrating as for voiced

—— = vocal folds together as for glottal stop {see Fig. 2.10)

Figure 2,9 Aspiration in English /p/ as in pea. The diagram shows the brief peried of voice-

lessness after the release of the plosive and before the voicing for the vowel.

between the release of the plosive and the beginning of voicing for the next sounds (see
Figure 2.9},

During this period the vocal folds remain open, and the air rushing through the vocal
tract gives the impression of a short [h]; hence aspiration is shown with a raised [,

e.g, [},

[p% peas [phiiz] palm [pham] pound [p"aund]
ft] toad [thaud] tail {t"erl] torn [thamn]
[kt kind [kraind] care [k'ea] curb [k*a:b]
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When /p t k/ aren’t at the beginning of a stressed syllable, they are weakly aspirated or
unaspirated. This is the case at the beginning of unsiressed syllables and at the end of
syllables, but also, quite strikingly, when they are preceded by /s/ at the beginning of a
syliable:

[p] perform [pa‘foim] pacific [po’sifik} pyjamas [po'daimaz]
[t] today [ta'den] taboo [ta'bu:] together [ta'geda]
k] concern [kon'sain] kebab {ka'bab] canal [ka'nael]
[pl feap [lirp] rope {ravp] map [mazp]

ft] fight [faxt] goat [gaut] rate [reit]

[k] like {laik] sick {sik] cheek [fi:k]

{p'] pin [phin} pot [p'ot} pie [p*ai]

{r] spin [spin) spot {spot] spy {spar]

[t"] tone {t*aun] top {t"op] tilt [e"1]

[t] stone {stoun] stop {stop] still [strl]

(k4] core [kbas] kill [kb:1] coof {ktu:l]

[k] score [sko:] skill [skil] schoo! [skuilj

When aspirated /p t k/ are followed by approximants /i r w j/, the aspiration takes place dur-
ing the articulation of the approximant, partially or fully devoicing the approximant {1 § w]

and causing turbulence and fricative noise at the place of articulation of the approximant

{Table 2.8).

When /s/ precedes these clusters, there’s no aspiration, and therefore the approximants
don’t become devoiced or fricative: splay [sple1l, play [pleil; spray [spre1], pray [preil;
spew [spju:], pew [pjuzl; scream [skriim], cream [kyiim]; skew [skiw], queune [kju:l; squad
{skwnd], guad [kwod].

Because the voiced plosives are frequently partially or fully devoiced (see section 2.4.2),
the presence of aspiration is an important cue for distinguishing /p t &/ from /b d ¢/

Table 2.8 Examples of devoiced English approximants

7 it/ fj/ fwl
Ip/ plot [p]ot] proud [pravd] pure [pjor]
1t/ try [tran] tune [tjun] twin {twin]

/kf clay {kler] cry [krar} cute [kju:t] quick {kwik]

2.7 Glottal plosive [?]

In addition to the bilabial /p b/, alveolar /t d/ and velar /k ¢/ plosives, the glottal plosive {?]
(often referred to as the ‘glottal stop’) also occurs in English. The closure for a glottal plosive
is made by bringing the vocal folds firmiy together in an articulation similar to that of a very
weak cough. The vocal folds are unable to vibrate during the production of a glottal plosive,
and therefore the sound has no voiced equivalent. Although common; the glottal plosive
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-+ jen’t an independent phoneme in English (though it may be in other languages). The glottal
i plosive has 2 number of uses (see the sections below).

i1 2.7.1 Hard attack

‘When a word starts with a vowel following a voiceless sound or a pause, the usual way to
- pegin the vowel is to gently bring the vocal folds together into the position for voicing oy,
'if the preceding sound is voiced, to continue the voicing as the articulators move into the
position for the vowel. An alternative to this is to begin with a glottal plosive: irrespective of
“whether the vocal folds are apart for a preceding voiceless sound or pause, or vibrating for

a preceding voiced sound, the vocal folds are brought tightly together and on release imme-
diately take up the position for voicing, giving the impression of a very abrupt start to the
vowel. This is known as hard attack and is used for emphasis in English, although in other

" languages this may be the most usual treatment of word-initial vowels.

Take this apple, not my orange.
With hard attack: ['terk 815 "?aep| not mar ?orindg)
Without hard attack: ['tetk 815 '®epl 'not mat ‘prinds]

A similar use of the glottal plosive is to separate sequences of vowels within words. In words

' like react /riekt, cooperate fkau'pparert/ and deodorant /di'suderant/, the transition from
.. one vowel to the next usually consists of a rapid glide of the tongue from the first vowel
- position to the second. An alternative in emphatic speech is to insert a glottal plosive between

the vowels as the tongue moves between the vowel positions. This is possible only when the

second vowel is stressed, i.e. not in serious /'siaries/, hire /ha/, leotard /Mizetad/.

With glottal plosive: react [ri'?&kt], cooperate {kou'toparert], deodorant [di?eudarant]
Without glottal plosive: react [ri'sskt], cooperate [ksu'vparett], deodorant [di'sudersnt]

2,7.2 Glottal replacement

: ;.' The most important occurrence of the glottal plosive in English is as an aliophone of the
- It/ phoneme. This is known as glottal replacement. Glottal replacement occurs in only a
- specific set of phonetic contexts: when /t/ is in a syllable coda, preceded by a sonorant (i.e. a

vowel, nasal or approximant} and followed by another consonant:

Within words: butler ['ba?ls], lightning [laitnm], pitfall piefal], cats {ke?s]
Between words: felt wrong ['fel? ‘ron), sent four ['sen? 'fo1]}, light rain ['lai? 'rem), part
time ['pa:? 'tamm]

Although, in GB, [?] doesn’t occur between vowels in word-medial position, it can some-
times be heard in word-final position before a vowel in high-frequency words, for example
2ot a ['gn? o), et us ['1e? as]. Some young speakers also use it before a pause, e.g. wait {wer?].

The replacement of [t] by [?] as & realisation of the /t/ phoneme in certain phonetic
contexts is a very interesting and striking characteristic of modern English. Like the other
uses of the glottal plosive, however, i’s not obligatory, and using {t] in this context Is never
incorrect.
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2.7.3 Glottal reinforcement

In addition to [?} acting as an allophone of /t/, it can also occur together with /t/ and the
other voiceless stops, /p k 7, in a process known as glottal reinforcement. A glottal closure
overlaps with the oral closure (see Figure 2.10): first the glottal closure is made, then the
bilabial, alveolar, palato-alveolar or velar closure is made, then the glottal closure is released
inaudibly behind the oral closure before finally the oral closure is released; this phenom-
enon is sometimes also referred to as ‘pre-glottalisation®. Glottal reinforcement occurs in the
same phonetic contexts as for glottal replacement of [t] (except for /fY, which doesn’t have
to be followed by a consonant), and like glottal replacement, although it’s common, it isn’
obligatory.

captive [ka?ptiv]
curtsey {'ka:?tsi]
action {'&?kfn]
hatchet ["ha?tfit]

keep calm ['kii?p 'kaim]
hot sauce ['ho?t 'so:s]
take five ['ter?k 'farv]

catch me ['kee?y mi] catch it ['ke?yf 1t]

2.7.4 Ejective [p t k/

A further way in which syllable-coda English voiceless plosives are associated with glot-
talic action is when they appear as ejectives in word-final position, particularly before
a pause. Ejectives are sounds which use the larynx as a mechanism for creating an air-
stream. So far we have dealt only with the pulmonic airstream, consisting of air directly
exiting the lungs, because this is the norm in English and in all other languages. It’s also
possible, however, to create an airstream by bringing the vocal folds together and raising
the larynx to move the air above it. The ejectives [p’ t’ k'] are produced by forming the
same velic and oral closures as for pulmonic [p t k], then closing the vocal folds, raising
the larynx to compress the air behind the oral closure, and then releasing the closure.
While ejective [’} is noticeably more common than [t*] or {p’], none are obligatory in
English.

quick Thwik’] right [rait’} stop [stop’]

PA

B R

AA

?
VF AN e {,

Figure 2.10 Glottal reinforcement in English /p/, as in captive. The reinforcing glottal plosive
is formed before the hold stage of /p/ and released before the release of the
bilabial plosive. (See Figure 2.9 for key to symbols.)

fpm/ chipmunk /'f1pmagk/
s fbm/ submit /sab'mit/
“fnd witness /'witnos/

= jdnf kidney /"kidni/

[dn] burden ['ba:dn] sudden ['sadn]

Y atlas /'etlas/

.. [t1] bottle ['bot]] total ['taut}]
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2.8 MNasal release

: The bilabial /p b/ and alveolar /t d/ plosives have the same place of articulation as the bilabial
“ jm/ and alveolar /n/ nasals respectively. They differ only in the soft palate being in the raised

position (forming a velic closure) for the plosives and in the lowered position for the nasals.

i Conseguently, it’s possible to move from /p/ or /b/ to /m/, and from A/ or /d/ to /n/, by lower-

ing the soft palate only and leaving the oral closure in place. This is called nasal release and .

is usual in English when plosives are followed by their nasal equivalents. It’s not usual for
" yelar plosives /k g/ because the velar nasal /1/ doesn’t occur at the beginning of syllables.

ripe melon /'raip ‘melen/
drab mood /'draeb 'mu:d/
got none ['gnt 'nan/

good news /'goud 'njuz/

" Nasal release often results in syllabic /v, In recent decades this variant has become less

universal than it was formerly (see section 8.2.2). Syilabic /m/ and /i/ occur only in such
contexts as the result of assimilation (see section 12.3.1).

{tn] button ['batn] cotton ['kotn] pattern [‘petn}

modern ['modn]

.:.'; 2.9 Lateral release

= A similar process to nasal release occurs when /i/ follows /t/ or /d/. It’s possible to go
“from the /t d/ position to the /I/ position simply by lowering one or both sides of the
" tongue, this being the only difference in the articulation of the sounds. This is called
" lateral release.

at least /ot 'lizst/
fdi/ badly /'badli/ hard luck /'ha:d ‘1ak/

'3_ ~ Lateral release often results in syllabic /I/ (see sections 2.14.4 and 8.2.1).

crystal ['krist]]

[di] idol ['a1dl} model ['mod}] cradle ['kreid}}

When the non-alveolar plosives, bilabial /p b/ and velar /k ¢/, ate followed by /V/, lateral
eseape occurs. This means that the fongue-tip contact for /I/ is in place during the hold stage
of the bilabial and velar plosives, and when released, the pent-up air in the vocal tract travels
around the side(s) of this obstruction.

lpl/ stripiing /'striplig/
/blf public /'pablik/
kl/ backlash /'bekiz]/
fgl/ burglar /'ba:gla/

stop lying /'stop 'tang/
grab lunch /'greb 'lany/
thick legs /'01k 'tegz/
big lights /'big "larts/
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Lateral escape also often results in syllabic /i (see sections 2.14.4 and 8.2.1).

[pt] apple {'=pl] pupil {'pjuipi] opal ['aupl]
{bi] double {'dabl} label {'leib]} global {'glaubi]
{ki} tackle {'tekt] local ['iaukl] snarkel ['snozki]

{al] eagle {'itgl] legal ["lizgl] single ['sigl]

2,10 Stop sequences

When two identical plosives occur in sequence, the first usually isn’t released. Instead, the .

sequence is realised as a single long plosive. This means that there’s an approach stage fol-
lowed by a long hold stage and a release stage:

/kk/ black car /'blek 'ka:/
/gg/ big guy /'big 'gar/

lpp/ ripe pear /'ratp ‘pead/
/bb/ grab both /'gr&b 'bevd/

It/ get two /'get 'tu:/
/dd/ red door /'red 'doy/

When two identical affricates occur in sequence, the first must be released; i.¢. the frica-
tive release stage must be present in the case of both consonants:

/1q? rich cheese /'r1f 'fi:z/ /aadz/ large jow [laidg "dgor/

The first plosive is also usually unreleased when the plosives have the same place of

articulation but differ in voicing:

/pb/ stop by I'stop bay/
/td/ hot dinner /'hot 'dina/
/kg/ black gown /'blek 'gavn/

/op/ rob peaple /'rob ‘piipl/
/di/f red tie f'red 'tay/
/gk/ big cat /'ig 'keet/

Again, the first affricate must be released when the following affricate differs in
voicing:

/fdz/ which job /'wiff 'dzob/ /@37 large child /'la:dz 'faild/

When plosives occur in sequence at different places of articulation, the closure for the
second plosive is made before the closure for the first plosive is released. Consequently,
the release of the first plosive is inaudible because a closure has already been made further
forward in the mouth, or because a closure further back in the mouth holds back the com-
pressed air,

Second plosive further forward thah first plosive:

fip/ that part /'Ot 'pazt/
/dp/ bad place /"bed ‘plers/

/tb/ what beach /'wot 'bi:fff
/db/ good boy /'gud 'hot/

/kp/ black peny /'bizk 'pavni/ Jkb/ thick book /'61k 'buk/
/gb/ big bang /'b1g 'bay/
fkd/ back door bk 'doi/
/gd/ big dog /'big 'dpg/

fgp/ big picture /'big 'pikifa/
/kt/ lack time /'eek 'taim/
/gt/ big town ['big "taun/

fpt/ top team /'top 'tizm/

__: /pk/ deep trouble /'diip "trabl/
* jpk/ drab colours /'dreeb 'kalez/

1dk/ sad case /'s=d 'kes/

- igpl HP et 'pix/
MY/ each time /'ty "taim/

- jdgp/ barge past ['haids 'paist/
&gt/ large team [la:dg 'tiim/
© jdzk/ large cuts /'laxds 'kats/
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‘second plosive further back than first plosive:

/pd/ strap down /'strep ‘davn/
/bd/ job done /'dzpb 'dan/

Jpg/ cheap gift /'fip 'gift/

/bg/ superb garden /su'pa:b ‘ga:dn/
/tg/ that guy /'8=t 'gay/

/dg/ hard geme /ha:d ‘geim/

Jbt/ grab two /'greb ‘tud/

jtk/ what car ['wot 'ka/

(Alternatively, the first /t d/ in the sequence could assimilate in these positions (see sec-

“tion 12.3.1), or /t/ could undergo glottal replacement (see section 2.7.2), but the release
- would still typically be inaudible.)

~ The same isn’t true of affricates. If a plosive follows, the affricate is released before the
closure for the plosive is made.

o/ cateh both /'kel ‘baub/

Ifd/ each day /'i:f 'der/

g/ teach grammar /'ti:f 'gre&ms/
/dzb/ edge back /ey bak/

Idzd/ charge down /'fa:dy 'davn/
/dzg/ huge grin /'hjuidz ‘grin/

%/ reach Cordiff /'ti2f 'kazdil/

2,11 Affricates

- So far, as is usual in phonetics textbooks, we have been using the term gffricate a little impre-
“cisely, There’s a distinction between phonetic affricates and phenemic affricates which
* we should bear in mind. Phonetically, an affricate is a sound which consists of a complete
- closure followed by homorganic friction. Accordingly, English /f7 and /d3/ are phonetic affri-
- ¢ates because both the stop element and the fricative element are palato-alveolar. But by our

definition, the alveolar sequences /is dz/ are also phonetic affricates. The reason we consider

: _:' /ff and /&/ to be phonemic as well as phonetic affricates is that they behave as single indivis-
- ible units in the English sound system and are felt to be single sounds by native speakers. /ts
7 dz/, on the other hand, behave like sequences and are felt to be sequences by natives.

Another pair of non-phonemic phonetic affricates is formed when /t/ follows /t/ or /d/. The

~ closure for the /t/ or /d/ is post-alveolar in anticipation of the following /1/ (see Figure 2.11),

and the release into the position for /t/ results in homorganic friction. The acoustic effect of

/tr/ and /dr/ is similar to that of /f/ and /dg/, but the two sets of sounds remain distinct; chain
- em/ vs, train fremn/, Jone /dzem/ vs. drain /drem/.

2.12 Fricatives

English has four pairs of voiceless and voiced fricatives at the labio-dental, dental, alveolar
and palato-alveolar places of articulation, and a single voiceless glottal fricative.

*  For/f/ and /v/, the lower lip lightly touches the upper incisors, and the airstream is forced
through the gap (see Figure 2.12).
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Figure 2.11 The hold and release stages of the English post-alveolar (phonetic) affricates
/tr/ and /de/ [ty, di] as in train, drain. The arrow indicates the raising of the sides
of the tongue towards the back teeth.

Figure 2.12 English fricatives /f/ and /v/, Figure 2.13 English fricatives /0/ and /8/.

»  For /8/ and /8/, the sides of the tongue form a seal against the side teeth, and the air-
stream is forced through a gap between the tongue-tip and the rear of the upper incisors
(see Figure 2.13).

*  For /s/ and /2/, the airstream is forced through a gap between the tongue-tip/blade and
the alveolar ridge, while the sides of the tongue form a seal against the upper side teeth
(see Figure 2.14).

«  For /f/ and /3/, the sides of the tongue form a seal against the upper side teeth, forcing
the airstream through a narrow gap between the tongue-tip/blade and the alveolar ridge,
and between the front of the tongue and the hard palate (see Figure 2.15). The primary
articulation is accompanied by a simultaneous secondary articulation — rounding and
protrusion of the lips.

*  For /b/, the airstream is forced through the vocal tract with stronger than usual pressure,

resuiting in friction throughout the vocal tract and particularly at the narrowest point -

the glottis, the space between the open vocal folds
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'_:'.Fkgure 2.14 English fricatives /s/ and /z/. Figure 2.15 English fricatives /J7 and /3/.

“ Figure 2,16 Mouth viewed from the front showing grooved tongue shape for /s z/.

'.:; Each fricative is accompanied by the raising of the soft palate, forming a velic closure block-
ing the entrance to the nasal cavity.

2.12.1 Sibilants

- Fricatives can be divided into the sub-classes of sibilant fricatives /s z [ 3/ and non-sibilant
. fricatives /f v 6 8 h/. The tongue assumes a longitudinal grooved shape for sibilants (see
- Figure 2.16) and a flatter shape for non-sibilants, The grooving of the tongue channels the
. airstream into a jet which becomes turbulent and noisy when it strikes an obstruction further

forward in the mouth — the teeth. In the case of non-sibilant fricatives, the turbulence and

noise are generated at the stricture itself. The jet-of-air method of producing noisy turbulence
is more effective than simple narrowing of the articulators, and hence sibilants are noticeably
louder than non-sibilant fricatives. In the case of the English voiced non-sibilants, /v/ and /3/,

there’s often very little fricative noise, and the difference between them and their approxim-
ant equivalents can be very slight.

2.12.2 /n/

During the articulation of /b/, the vocal tract assumes the position for the following sound,
usually a vowel, which gives /b/ the quality of a voiceless or fricative version of the following
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sound. Thus, when isolated, the /h/ in hegrf is noticeably different from the /b/ in Air, the first
having the quality of [¢] and the second of [j]. In the case of a following /i/, as in huge, the
/h/ is usually [¢l, a voiceless palatal fricative. Fricative realisations of /b are also sometimes
heard before back vowels — pharyngeal before /o/, uvular before /o1/ or velar before /w/,

Between vowels, as in ahead or a house, a voiced glottal fricative [i} is a common, but not
obligatory, realisation, The [B] articulation involves a brief period of breathy voice, where
the vibrating vocal folds don’t fully come together as they vibrate, allowing air to escape
between them and resulting in a ‘breathy’ quality.

2.12.3 Distribution of fricatives

Some of the fricatives are restricted in their distribution. /h/ appears only in syllable onsets
before vowels (e.g. kot, who, home) ot /il (e.g. human, hue), but not in syllable codas, /3/ mainly
occurs medially (e.g. treasure, pleasure, vision), being found initially and finally only in rela-
tively recent loanwords (e.g. gewre, camoufiage), which often have alternative variants with /dz/.

2.13 MNasals

English has three nasals, all voiced, at the bilabial, alveclar and velar places of articulation:

= For /m/, the lips come together and form a complete closure while the soft palate lowers
to allow air to exit via the nose (Figure 2.17).

«  For/n/, a complete closure is formed in the oral cavity by the tip of the tongue against
the alveolar ridge and by the sides of the tongue against the upper side teeth. Simultane-
ously, the soft palate is lowered, allowing air to escape via the nose (Figure 2.18).

= For/y/, the back of the tongue forms a closure against the soft palate, and the rear of the
sides of the tongue forms a seal against the rear upper side teeth. The soft palate is in the
lowered position, allowing air to exit via the nose (Figure 2.19).

Note that these three articulations are the same as those for the bilabial /p b/, alveolar /t d/
and velar /k ¢/ plosives, differing only in the position of the soft palate — raiséd for plosives,
lowered for nasals.

Figure 2.17 English nasal /m/. The arrow Figure 2.18 English nasal /n/. The arrow

indicates the escape of the air
stream through the nose,

indicates the escape of the aim
stream through the nose.
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"Figure 2.19 English nasal //. The arrow indicates the escape of the airstream through the nose.

2..l3.i Distribution of nasals

Historically, the voiced plosives /b/ and /g/ have been lost from the word-final clusters /mb/

and /ng/.

This leaves /d/ as the only voiced plosive which can ocour morpheme-finally after a
nasal.

Table 2.9 demonstrates that within a morpheme, nasal + plosive clusters must be homor-

ganic, i.e. have the same place of articulation — bilabial /m/ + bilabial /p/, alveolar /n/ +
. alveolar /t &/, velar /n/ + velar /k/. Across a morpheme boundary, however, a nasal and a fol-

" lowing plosive don’t have to be homorganic. Within a syllable, /m/ and /y/ can be followed

© by /d/ realising the <-ed> inflection (see section 2.15), and between syllables all sequences
* are possible (Table 2.10).

The velar nasal /n/ is restricted to syllable-coda position (e.g. sing /suy/, sink /sik/). When
a suffix is added to a word ending in /1y/, the pronunciation remains /g/-less even though it’s

© Table 2.9 Distribution of English nasals

Voiceless plosive Voiced plosive

- Im/ stamp /stemp/ comb /koum/ (not “kevmb/)
n/ _ hint /hint/ land /iend/
n/ bank /benk/ ring /rig/ (not “frigg/)

Mote that erroneous or unattested forms are shown with an asterisk " before the incorrect transcription.

Table 2.10 Neon-homorganic nasal + plosive clusters across morpheme boundaries

<-ed>  /p/ /bl n fd/ K/ fgf
fm/ rammed homepage  steamboat  timetable someday  tomcat filmgoer
fremd/  Mheompedy Sstimbeot! Mtammteribl Msamder/  [tomkaet/ Milmgavo/
n/ pinpoint sunbed suntan fandom pancake wineglass

fpmpomt/  fsanbed/  /'santen/ Meendom/  /'penkerk/  /'wainglos/
m{ banged  ringpull songhird Paddingten  kingdom springclean  dressing-gown
foepd/  /rinpul/ Fsonbaid/  fpedigten/ Ckipdam/  Fsprighlisn/ /dresiggaun/

Note that /n/ is likely to assimilate when followed by /p b/ or /k g/; see section 12.3.1.
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now in word-medial position: ring fri/, ringing /'rigwy/; hang /heey/, hanger Mhaens/, ete. This
leads to the generalisation that word-medially, /1/ is found at the end of morphemes (e.g.
singer, hanging) and /myg/ within morphemes (e.g. finger, angry, angle, bongo) because in
the latter words /g/ was never word-final and therefore /g/ was never lost. Exceptions to this
rule are the words long, young and strong in their comparative and superlative forms, which
retain the historical /g/ lost elsewhere:

fong /loy/ langer /'lopge/ fengest /'loggist/
young /jan/ younger I"jayngs/ youngest /'jangist/
strong /strog/ stronger /'strogga/ strongest /'stroggist/

2.13.2 Syllabic nasals

The syllables /am/, /on/ and /a1y can in certain circumstances (see section §.2) be realised as
the syllabic consonants [m], [n] and [3], meaning that the schwa /a/ isn’t articulated and the
nasal becomes the nucleus of the syllable. Of the three nasals, however, syllabic /n/ is much
more common than the other two (see section 8.2.2), and syllabic /5/ occurs only as a result
of assimilation. Syllabic consonants are very common in GB, but not completely obligatory,

[m] chasm /kezm/ a dozen miles /3 'dazm 'marlz/
[n] raisin /'re1zn/ @ dozen nights /9'dazn 'nats/
3] taken ['teikny/ a dozen cats /s 'dazt) 'kets/

2.14 Approximants

English has four approximants, all voiced, at the alveolar, post-alveolar, palatal and labial-
velar places of articulation:

= For /l/, the tongue-tip touches the alveolar ridge while one or both of the sides of the

tongue remain lowered, not making a seal with the side teeth and allowmg air to flow
around the tongue-tip contact (see Figure 2.20),

*  For /t/, the tongue blade and front holiow while the tongue-tip curls slightly upwards towards
the rear part of the alveolar ridge (see Figure 2.21). The lips are often weakly rounded.

*  For /j/, the front of the tongue moves towards the hard palate (see Figure 2.22).

»  For /w/, the back of the tongue moves towards the soft palate, and the lips round (see
Figure 2.23).

Each approximant is accompanied by the raising of the soft palate, forming a velic closure
blocking the entrance to the nasal cavity.

The double place name labiai-velar reflects the fact that /w/ is a double articulation,
i.e. one which involves two simultaneous articulations of equal degree — labial and velar
approximants.

The approximants, like the nasals (and vowels), are sonorants and do not undergo the kind
of devoicing which obstruents are subject to when adjacent to voiceless segments or pauses.
However, when they are preceded by an aspirated voiceless plosive, the aspiration takes place
during the articulation of the approximant and partially or completely devoices it, while the
increased airflow through the approximant stricture causes friction (see section 2.6).
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- Figure 2.20 English fateral /1/. Left: clear /I/. Right: dark /l/ showing velarised tongue shape,

The arrows indicate the passage of the airstream along the lowered sides of
the tongue.

Figure 2.21 English approximant /r/. The arrow indicates the raising of the sides of the
tongue towards the back teeth.

Figure 2,22 English /j/: sequence /j&/ as in yak. The diagram shows the approximate change
in tongue shape. Since /j/ is a semi-vowel, it can be indicated on a vowel dizgram.




30 Consonants

Figure 2.23 English /w/: sequence /wp/ as in wash. The diagram shows the approximate
change in tongue shape. Since /w/ is a semi-vowel, it can be indicated on a vowel
diagram.

2.14.1 Median and lateral approximants

The approximants can be divided into lateral (/1) and median approximants (/r j w/). As the
names suggest, the airstream flows to the side of an obstruction for lateral approximants, and
along the midline of the oral cavity for the median approximants. You can test this by putting
your tongue in the position for /I/ and breathing in deeply. You’H notice that one or both sides
of your tongue feel cold because of the lateral airflow. Since /I/ is the only lateral approxim-
ant, it's often simply called a ‘lateral’, and since all other approximants are median, the label
‘median’ isn’t usually included for them.

2.14.2 Clear and dark 11/

Since only tongue-tip contact with the alveolar ridge is necessary for the articulation of /l/,
the rest of the tongue, a very flexible articulator, is able to take up a range of different shapes.
When a vowel (including the semi-vowel /}/) follows, the tongue takes a rélatively neutral
position and anticipates the position of the following vowel. This is described as a clear vari-
ety of /l/ (see Figure 2.20). Before a consonant {except /j/) or in word-final position before
a pause, the back of the tongue is raised towards the soft palate (see Figure 2.20), forming a
secondary articulation, This is known as a dark /I/ or velarised /l/. The symbol for dark /I/
is [11.

Clear //: lead [li:d], let [let}, lap [leep), luck [1ak], law [lo:], loose [hus]

Dark /IV: well [well, dull [dal], fall [fo13], tool [rurl], milk [muk], help theipl, salt [so:dt],
model ['mod}], pedal ['ped]

2.14.3 lll-vocalisation

There’s a tendency in the accents of southern England for the tongue-tip contact with the
alveolar ridge to be lost when dark /I/ is pronounced. When this happens, only the raised back
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of the tongue remains, which results in a close back {v]-like vowel. This process is known
" a¢ /l/-vocalisation. When /l/-vocalisation happens with syllabic /I/, the result is a vowel in

the [u] ~ [u] area:

people ['piipt] vs. ['pirpou} middle {'midt] vs. ['midu] castle ['ka:st] vs. {'kaist]

With non-syliabic /V/, /l/-vocalisation results in a diphthong with a glide towards the close

back position:
: self [setf] vs. [seuf] mifk {mitk] vs. [mruk] canal [ka'nat] vs. [ko'neu)

. - fif-vocalisation can sometimes be heard from GB speakers, especially those influenced by
" local southern English accents.

”2.!4.4 Syliabic 11/

The syllable /al/ is very often realised as syllabic /¥, L.e. {I} (see section 8.2.1). The articula-
tors move directly from the preceding consonant to /l/, the schwa /of isn’t articulated, and the
/i becomes the nucleus of the syllable. Syilabic /I/ is the most common syllabic consonant in
GB, occurring in a greater range of contexts than syllabic /n/,

Syllabic /I/: peaple |'pirpl}, devil {'devl], satchel ['sefl], camel [keml], giggle
['grgl]

2. 2.14.5 Semi-vowels

Another way of grouping the approximants is according to the part of the tongue involved
- in their articulation, giving the terms semi-vowel, /j/ and /w/, and non-semivowel, /I/

and /r/. The semi-vowels are articulated with the parts of the tongue which are used to
articulate vowels — the front and the back. The positions for /j/ and /w/ are the same as
for the [i} and [u] vowels respectively. [j] and [i] both consist of an approximation of the
front of the tongue to the hard palate, and [w] and {u] both consist of an approximation

..: of the back of the tongue to the soft palate accompanied by simultaneous lip-rounding,
" Thus {j] and [w] are glides from these vowel positions to a vowel of longer duration.

The non-semivowels involve the tip and blade of the tongue, which aren’t used in the
articulation of vowels.

2.14.6 Distribution of semi-vowels

The semi-vowels /}/ and /w/ occur only in syliable onsets in English (e.g. young /jan/, unit
fjuniy, few Mjud, one wand, wax fweeks/, twin ftwm/). Learners from other language back-
grounds may feel that /i/ and /w/ can also occur in syllable codas, but in English such non-
onset glides towards the [i] and [u] positions are best analysed as part of the syllable nucleus,
forming diphthongs (see section 5.2.3):
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FACE: cake /keik/ sail /sell/ day /det/
PRICE! fike /lark/ ride /raid/ try /tray/
CHOICE! voice /vors/ coin /kam/ boy /bot/
GOAT: oak /ouk/ rose frovz/ no /nau/
MOUTH! shout /faut/ clown /klavn/ plough /plav/

2,14.7 Distribution of [ri: rhoticity

GB is an exampie of a non-rhotic accent, meaning that /v/ occurs only in syllable onsets, or,
to put it another way, only before vowels {(e.g. red /red/) and not before consonants (e.g. card
fke:d?), nor before a pause (e.g. car fkar/). Although /r/ has been lost in non-rhotic accents
in syllable codas, historical /t/ in these positions continues to be represented in the orthog-
raphy (because this was standardised before /r/ was lost) and is heard in the pronunciation
of speakers of rhotic accents, such as most American, Scottish and Irish speakers, When /1r/
was lost from syllable codas in the ancestor of modern GB, it resulted in the development
of new vowel phonemes (NEAR, CURE, SQUARE, NURSE) and contributed to the stock of words
representing already existing vowels (THOUGHT, PALM, schwa):

NEAR! deer /dia/ here /hia/ fear /f1a/

CURE! tour ftuaf (/101) poor fpus/ (/poi/) sure /fuel (/far)
SQUARE! bare /bea/ pair fpes/ wear fwea/
NURSE! hurt /hast/ bird /ba:d/ verb fvaib/
THOUGHT: narth /no:6/ farce /fois/ door /doz/

PALM! start /stait/ farm Hfoim/ heart /hast/
schwa surprise /sa'prarz/ offer I'ofe/ donor /‘douna/

Note that although /1/ has been lost in non-rhotic accents word-finally before a pause, it
remains when there’s no pause and the next word begins with a vowel (e.g. far away /'fur
o'wer/), leading to the phenomenon of /r/-liaison (sece sections 5.4 and 12.4).

2.14.8 Yod-dropping

We’ve seen that /i/ occurs only in syllable onsets, but even in onsets /j/ tends to be lost in
certain positions, a phenomenon known as yod-dropping. Historically, /j/ has been lost after
palato-alveolars (chute /fict/, chew ffu/, juice /dgus/), /t/ (rude /rid/) and /I preceded by a
consonant (bfue /blu/, Jew /fhui/). This tendency continues to spread, and it’s now usual to
drop /i after single /I/ (fure /lutt/, allude /o'luid/) and after word-initial /s/ (suit /suzt/), and
common to drop /j/ after word-internal /s/ (assume /o'swmyf), /2 (presume fprizum/) and /9/
{enthusiasm /m'Gu:ziezm/). In short, /j/ is dropped after certain tongue-tip consonants {den-
tals and alveolars) but always retained after labials and velars.

2.14.9 Yod-codalescence

When /j/ is preceded by /t/ or /d/ in words such as tuna, mature, Tuesday and duty, reduce,
duke, the /tj/ and /dj/ clusters are increasingly replaced by /7 and /d3/ respectively. This
process of yod-coalescence, // combining with /t/ and /d/ to form /ff/ and /dg/, has already
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happened historically in unstressed syllables (e.g. in nature and question, soldier and proce~
dyre) and thus appears to be spreading to stressed syllables. It’s also common across word
poundaries with you and your, e.g. don't you, did you, in what is called coalescent assimila-
tion (see section 12.3.2).

As a consequence of yod-dropping and yod-coalescence, /i/ is only reliably found in clus-
ters after labials ( few, view, pure, beauty) and velars (cute, argue).

2.15 Inflections

The pronunciation of the -s suffix (ending), occurring in plurals (e.g. cats), third person pre-
sent tense endings (e.g. thinks) and possessives (e.g. John's), is determined by the preceding
sound, Ht’s pronounced /1z/ following sibilants, /s/ following all other voiceless consonants
and /2/ following all other voiced sounds, See Table 2.11.

The same rule applies in contractions involving auxilary has and is (see sections 8.7.2 and
8.6.2), such as what 5 (happened), thats (good), Mike's (left}, it’s (difficuls), where’s (Pete),
who's (seen him), Emmas (arrived) fwots, Bezts, maiks, its, weaz, huiz, ‘emaz/. Note, though,
that if the preceding word ends in a sibilamnt, sas is /oz/, and not /12/, e.g. George’s (disap-
peared), the ice s melted /dgo:dy oz, a1s oz/.

The pronunciation of the ending <-ed> (e.g. talked) is also governed by the préceding
sound. It’s pronounced /id/ following /v/ or /d/, /t/ following all other voiceless consonants
and /d/ following all other voiced sounds. See Table 2.12.

Table 2.11 Rules for pronunciation of the inflectional suffix <.s>

Suffix {~s}  Examples

f1z/ buses, Alice’s, seizes, Rose’s, wishes, churches, catches, judges, George's,
camouflages

/s/ stops, lips, hats, Pete’s, thinks, Mike’s, laughs, Jeff's, months, Beth's

lz/ Bob’s, needs, bags, leaves, breathes, seems, jean’s, things, Jill’s, bees, Sue's, cars,

shores, stirs, ways, Joe's, lies, cows, toys, fears, cures, cares, Hilda’s

Table 2.12 Rules for pronunciation of the inflectional suffix <-ed>

Suffix {-ed) Examples

f1d/ © waited, needed
i/ stopped, thanked, laughed, unearthed, kissed, wished, watched
fd/ robbed, begged, saved, breathed, judged, seemed, frowned, banged, sailed,

starred, stirred, ignored, played, sighed, allowed, employed, showed, feared,
toured, cared

Note that certain adjectives, e.g. crooked, dogged, naked, -legged, wicked, take the /1d/ ending.




Chapter 3

Practice

Individual consonants

This chapter provides practice in pronouncing the English consonants and their various
allophones. The exercise material includes the target sounds in different positions in the
word or syllable, in words and phrases where they occur multiple times, in sentences and
in dialogues.

3.1 Stops:summary of key features
The stops consist of the plosives /p bt d k g/ and affricates /i &/. Their key features are:

1 With the soft palate raised, a closure is formed in the oral cavity, and the airstream is
blocked completely.

2 In the case.of affricates, the release stage is obligatory and is slower than that of plo-
sives, resulting in homorganic friction.

3 The release stage for plosives is variable. It may be absent when a homorganic stop
follows, inaudible when a non-homorganic stop follows, nasal when a nasal follows or
lateral when /V follows.

4 Together with fricatives, the stops are obstruents and behave similarly in the following

ways:

a) they come in voiceless and voiced pairs;

b) voiced stops are typically devoiced when adjacent to voiceless sounds or a pause,
and only usually fully voiced between voiced sounds;

¢) voiceless stops shorten preceding sonorants (nasals, approximants and vowels) in
the same syllable.

n

Aspiration accompanies voiceless plosives /p t k/ at the beginning of stressed syllables.

In other contexts they are weakly aspirated or unaspirated. _

Approximants following aspirated /p t &/ become devoiced and fricative.

The voiceless stops /p t k §/ can optionally undergo glottal reinforcement,

/t/ can optionally undergo glottal replacement.

Word-final voiceless plosives /p t k/ may occasionally be replaced by the equivalent

ejectives {p’ t’ K’].

11 The sequences /ir/ and /dr/ form phonetic affricates at the post-alveolar place of
articulation.

12 In stressed syllables /ti/ and /dj/ are mcreasmgiy replaced by /f/ and /dg/

(vod-coalescence).

S e~ O
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Figure 3.1 English /p/ (hold stage).

Plosives
3.2 Voiceless bilabial plosive /p/

3.2.1 Description

Voiceless bilabial plosive. With the soft palate raised, the lips come together to form a com-
plete closure, blocking the airflow through the vocal tract. The tongue is free to anticipate the
position of a following consonant or vowel.

3.2.2 Spelling
<p>> pay, apart, space, stop
<pp> happy, puppy, stopped

Note that <p> is silent in certain words, e.g. coup, corps, cupboard, raspberry, receipt, pneu-
monia, preumatic, psychology, psychological, psychiatrist, psychotic, pterodacty!, psalm,
pseudo.

Unusual spellings

hiccough

3.2.3 Aspirated

a) Stressed syllable-initial
pack, page, pain, paint, pair/pear, palace, pale, palm, pan, panda, panic, parcel, par-
don, parent, park, part, partner, party, pass, passenger, past, pasta, pasiry, pat, path,
patient, paw, pay, pea, peace, peach, peak, peg, pen, pencil, pension, perfect (adj.),
personal, petrol, pick, picture, pie, piece, pig, pile, pill, pillow, pilot, pin, pinch,
pine, pink, pint, pirate, pit, pity, pocket, point, poison, pole, pond, pony, pool, port,
positive, post, pot, pound, pour, powder, power, public, puddle, pull, punch, purse,
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push, put, apart, apology, appear, department, disappoint, opinion, oppose, repeat,
report, superb, superior, suppose
b} Before v/
precious, present (n.), press, pretty, price, pride, print, prison, prize, problem, profit
promise, proof, proper, practice, pray
c) Before/l/
place, plain/plane, plan, planet, plank, plant, plaster, plastic, plate, play, player, pleasant,
please, pleasure, plenty, plot, plough, plug, plum, plumber, plump, plural, plus
d) Before lj/
pew, pewter, puberty, puce, puerile, puny, pupil, pure, putrid

+

3.2.4 Unaspirated or weakly aspirated

a}  Syllable-final
cap, gheap, chip, chop, clap, clip, cope, cup, deep, dip, drip, drop, escape, gap, gos-
sip, grape, grip, group, heap, hip, hoop, hop, hope, keep, lap, leap, lip, loop, map,
mop, ripe, rope, scrape, shape, sharp, sheep, ship, shop, sip, skip, slap, sleep, slip,
slope, snap, soap, soup, steep, step, stop, strap, strip, stripe, swap, tap, tip, top,
trap, trip, troop, tulip, type, up, weep, whip, wipe, wrap, zip, capital, carpenter,
carpet, happy, feopard, open, rapid, stupid, super, supper, topic, typical, copper,
copy
b} fsp/
spacfe, spade, span, spaniel, spare, spark, sparrow, sparse, speak, spear, specialist, spec-
Ify., speci.n.xen, spectacles, speech, speed, spell, spend, spice, spill, spin, spinach,
spine, spirit, spit, spite, spoil, spoken, sponge, spoon, sport, spot, spy
c) Jspr/
sprain, sprawl, spray, spread, spring, sprinkle, sprint, sprog, sprout, spruce
d) /spl/ '
splash, splay, spleen, splendid, splice, splinter, split, splutter
e fspif
spew, spume, spurious, sputum
) Unstressed syllable-initial
particula}r, peculiar, potato, police, pathetic, patrol, percent, perform, persist, polite,
position, precise, predict, prefer, protect, provide

3.2.5 Multiple
paper, puppy, popular, pipe, proper, pamper, parstip, pauper, peep, people, pepper, pick-

poc}lfet, pimple, pineapple, plump, pompous, poppy, prepare, pupil, purple, purpose, pump,
perhaps '

3.2.6 Phrases

put pen to paper, a profound apology, keeping up appearances, apple pie, bumper to bumper,
perfectly ciapable, an Olympic champion, comparatively cheap, a pork chop, a paper clip,
a copper pipe, a spare copy, a happy couple, a packet of crisps, pay a deposit, a piece of
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gossip, purple grapes, an appeal for help, a hip replacement operation, a paper napkin, spray
paint, pots and pans, wrapping paper, post a parcel, spare parts, a surprise party, pea soup,
peer pressure, a sharp pencil, a petrol pump, sleeping pills, a pickpocket, a police patrol, an
opinion poll, a paddling pool, proof of purchase, a skipping rope, a slippery slope, a picnic
spot, step by step, a shopping trip, paint stripper, scrap paper

3.2.7 Sentences

Pass me the pepper please, Paul.

She wrapped his present in purple paper.

Pauline’s performance is just past its peak.

Patricia put a piece of apple pie on the plate.

The patient proved to be susceptible to hypnosis.

They weren’t prepared to compromise their principles.

Percy’s completely dependent on his parents for support.

He played an important part in shaping European policies.

This particular shop specialises in maps, posters and prints.

10 Patrick adopted a pragmatic approach to this complex topic.

11 She couldn’t appreciate the deeper implications of the poem.

12 They took precautionary steps to prevent the spread of polio.

13 Pete stopped punching to avoid crippling his sparring partner.

14 The most important passage in the pamphlet is the opening paragraph.

15 After he’d dropped off the Polish passengers, he picked up the Portuguese.

16 Particular groups are disproportionately represented among the poor population.

17 She was disappointed that her patient experienced post-operative complications.

18 The press put a positive spin on the pessimistic report that appeared in September.

19 Philip gave an inspiring PowerPoint presentation on how to prepare a paper for
publication.

20 He’s keeping his options open hoping that unexpected opportunities might present

themselves.
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3.2.8 Dialogue

Perhaps Peter could propose a plan.

But all Peter’s previous plans have been completely preposterous.

Stop picking on poor Peter. He can’t help pitching peculiar proposals.

1 suppose so. But please oppose any project involving leopards, purmas, pandas or puppies.
Yes, Peter needed police protection after the last episode!

B oo Bo oA

3.3 Voiced bilabial plosive /b/

3.3.1 Description

Voiced bilabial plosive /b/. With the soft palate raised, the lips come together to form a com-
plete closure, blocking the airflow through the vocal tract. The tongue is free to anticipate the
position of a following consonant or vowel.
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Figure 3.2 English /b/ (hold stage).

3.3.2 Speliing

<b> back, sober, verb
<bb> rabbit, robber

<b> is silent in certain words, e.g. debt, doubt, subtle. Also inflected forms, e.g. debior,
doubtful, Note in particular silent <b> in final <mb>, e.g. aplomb, bomb, climb, comb, crumb,
dumb, lamb, limb, numb, plumb, succumb, thumb, tomb, womb. Also derived forms, e.g.

bomber, climber, dumbest, plumbing. Otherwise, medial <mb> is pronounced, e.g. amber,
limbo, lumber, timber.

3.3.3 Word«initial

back, bad, badge, bag, bake, balance, balcony, bald, ball, balloon, bémana, band, bandage, .

bang, bank, bar, bare/bear, bargain, barn, barrel, barrier, basic, basket, bat, bath, battle, bay,
beach, bead, beak, beam, bean, beard, beat, become, bed, bee, beef, beer, before, beg, begin,
behaviour, behind, believe, bell, belong, below, belt, bench, bend, benefit, bent, berry, beside,
best, bet, better, between, big, bike, bin, bird, birthday, bit, bite, bitter, board, boast, boat,
body, boil, bone, bonus, book, boot, border, boss, both, bottle, bottom, bounce, box, boy,

bucket, budget, bull, bullet, bully, bump, bun, bunch, burglar, burst, bury, burn, bush, busi-
ness, busy, butcher, button, buy

3.3.4 Word-medial
ability, above, abroad, acrobat, alphabet, cabbage, cabin, cucumber, cupboard, debate, exhi-

bition, habit, harbour, hobby, labour, mobile, neighbour, orbit, rabbit, ribbon, robber, robot,
tubber, sober, tobacco, tribute

3.3.5 Word-final

club, crab, cube, describe, dub, globe, grab, herb, jab, job, kerb, knob, mob, probe, proverb, pub,
robe, rub, scrub, shrub, slab, snob, sob, stab, superb, tab, throb, tribe, tub, tube, verb, wardrobe, web
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3.3.6 Multiple
nubbub, suburb, baby, barbecue, rhubarb, absorb, bamboo, barber, backbone, bribe, bubble,

. pumblebee, cobweb, probably

3.3.7 Phrases

4 burning ambition, a baby boy, a rubbish bag, bank balance, a bunch ot:“ bananas, a brass
S band, the big bang, a bank robber, a breakfast bar, a beer batrel, back to basics, a baseball bat,

bubble bath, a bitter battle, a beautiful beach, amber beads, a bushy beard, bed and breakfast,

- a beer belly, bits and bobs, as blind as a bat, a rubber band, break every bone in your bo‘dy,
© rubber boots, brown bread, bad breath, blood brothers, blow bubbles, a book club, a boring
" job, a paperback book, a double bed, bread and butter

3.3.8 Sentences

Toby has both brains and brawn.
Their baby boy was born in Bedford.
Barbara banged her elbow on the table.
Her book was published as a paperback,
Ft’s not beyond the bounds of possibility.
I believe he broke every bone in his body.
His laboured breathing was barely audible.
My brother’s a member of a basketbalt club.
9 Bill’s bald but has bushy eyebrows and a beard.
10 Ts it possible to borrow albums from the library?
11 Phoebe’s husband’s job is their bread and butter.
12 Abigail was deliberately ambiguous about her birthdate.
13 The rebels were based along the border with Bangladesh.
14 The bilingual brochures are now available for distribution.
15 Bob and Betty bought a bungalow in a respectable suburb.
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16 The building was beset with problems from the beginning.

17 Rechargeable batteries are better than disposable batteries.

18 He brought the business back from the brink of bankruptcy.

19 Isobel had an unshakeable belief in the importance of personal liberty.

20 The bluebells burst into bloom, and there were burablebees in the bushes.

3.3.% Dialogue

How’s your brother Bob doing in Blackburn? o ‘
He’s got a job breaking biscuits, and his bank balance is getting bigger and bigger.
A job bresking biscuits? That sounds a bit bonkers! . '
You've bought broken biscuits before. Who do you think breaks them into bits?

By B by B
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Figure 3.3 English /t/ (hold stage).

3.4 Voiceless alveoclar plosive /t/

3.4.1 Description

Voiceless alveolar plosive. With the soft paiate raised, the tip of the tongue forms a closure
at the alveolar ridge while the sides of the tongue form a closure against the upper side teeth,
blocking the airflow through the vocal tract. The lips are free to take the position for a fol-
lowing vowel or consonant,

3.4.2 Spelling

<t> tea, waiter, stop, bet

<tt> pretty, letter, bottle

<th> Anthony, Esther, Thames, Thomas, Thai, thyme

<z, {z, zz> = /ts/ schizophrenia, blitz, chutzpah, spritzer, Ritz, pizza
<ed> in inflections (see section 2.15) hoped, wished

Note that <t> is silent in <tle>, e.g. apostle, bristle, bustle, castle, hustle, nestle, rustle,
thistle, whistle, wrestle, and in <sten>, e.g. fasten, glisten, listen, moisten, soften. <t> is also
silent in Christmas and mortgage, and in recent French loans, e.g. bouquet, ballet, buffet,
cachet, chalet, crochet, depot, sachet, ragout. The word often is said both with and without
/t/ (even by the same speaker).

2.4.3 Aspirated

a) Stressed syllable-initial ;
table, take, tale, tall, tank, tap, tape, task, tax, tea, teacher, team, tear (from the eye),
teeth, tell, ten, tennis, terro, tidy, time, tin, tiny, tip, tired, toe, tongue, tool, tooth,
top, topic, torch, touch, tough, tour, towel, toy, turn, type, antique, attach, attack,
competition, contain, maintain, material, return
b} Before v/ :
track, trade, traffic, train, trap, tray, treasure, treat, tree, trick, trip, trouble, trousers,
truck, true, trumpet, trunk, trust, truth, try, control
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¢) Before 1 (tjf or 11
tube, Tuesday, tuition, tulip, fumultuous, turnour, tuna, tune, tunic, tutor
d) Before Iw/
twaddle, twang, tweak, tweed, tweet, tweezers, twelve, twice, twiddle, twig, twilight,
twin, twinkle, twirl, twist, twitter, between

3.4,4 Unaspirated or weakly aspirated

@) Syllable-final
beat, bet, bite, boat, bright, cat, chat, cheat, coat, complete, coust, date, debt, defeat,
delete, despite, dirt, doubt, eat, flat, flight, float, foot, forget, fright, fruit, gate,
great, hate, heart, heat, height, hot, hwit, hut, invite, kite, knot, late, light, meat/
meet, net, night, note, nut, pat, pet, plate, plot, polite, port, pot, quite, rat, regret,
repeat, root, rot, seat, sheet, shirt, short, shout, shut, smart, sorf, support, sweet,
thought, threat, weight, wet, white, alphabet, basket, benefit, biscuit, budget, car-
pet, concert, credit, delicate, exit, expert, effort, habit, jacket, market, minute (n.),
opposite, packet, pirate, pocket, profit, puppet, rabbit, riot, robot, quiet, secret, visit,
atom, attic, beauty, better, bottom, butter, certain, city, computer, cottage, critic,
data, ditto, duty, exotic, item, letter, lettuce, litter, motto, native, notice, party, pasta,
pity, pretty, quarter, theatre, water, witty
b st/
disturb, status, stab, staff, stage, stain, stamp, stand, star, stare, starve, station, steal/steel,
stearn, steep, steer, step, stick, stiff, still, stole, stone, stop, store, storm, story, stuff
¢ fste/
straight, strain, strand, strange, strangle, strap, straw, stream, street, strength, stress,
stretch, strict, strike, string, stripe, strong, structure, struggle, destroy
d) fsty/
stew, steward, student, studio, studious, stupefy, stupendous, stupid
e) Unstressed sytlable-initial
today, towards, taboo, tobacco, tomato, tomorrow

3.4.5 Multiple It/

institute, teetotal, tent, test, text, ticket, title, tablet, talent, taste, temperature, total, activity,
appetite, architect, contact, contract (n.), protect, contest (n.), straight, state, street, start,
constant, contestant, instant, instinct, instrument, substitute, artist, assistant, attractive, auto-
matic, centimetre, content (n.), dentist, distant, important, intelligent, interest, irritate, por-
trait, potato, quantity, status, target, tight, toast, toilet, tourist, traitor, treat, trust, twenty, twist

3.4.6 Phrases

a table-tennis table, tell tales, a water tank, a tax collector, fea for wo, burst into tears, rotten
teeth, a tennis racket, neat and tidy, tell the time, a wet towel, a bite to eat, a stray cat, at a later
date, admit defeat, a flight attendant, ten minutes late, a night out, fitted sheets, a photo shoot,
not a pretty sight, sit still, as white as a sheet, the letters of the alphabet, an irritating habit,
wait a minute, top secret, a return ticket, a letter to the editor, at short notice, what a pity, a
matter of taste, marital status, an estate agent, nuts and bolts, a constant effort, tight-fisted,
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a gentle giant, a subtle hint, a coat of paint, test results, a shooting star, set in stone, off the

beater track, caught in a trap, twin sisters, a complete waste of time, write a letter

3.4.7 Sentences

Tom’s parents taught him the tricks of the trade.

The most important titles are printed in italic type.

The meeting was a complete and utter waste of time.

Peter was determined to get to the root of the matter.

We had a light breakfast of tea and hot buttered toast.

Is it true that bottled water tastes better than tap water?

Most of the students completed the assignment on time.

It turns out he was a secret agent for British Intelligence.

Ted was in no fit state to take part in the tennis tournament.

10 Victoria told us that she was still waiting for the test resuiis.

11 I f{elt just & twinge of guilt as I left her standing on the platform.

12 Apparenily Betty dropped out of university when she was twenty.

13 I was truly grateful to Patrick for taking the trouble to write to me.

14 I’s difficult to alter the habits of a lifetime without continued support.

15 Visitors can expect to be treated with respect and courtesy by our staff,

16 Efforts are being made to appoint part-time teachers in different subjects.
17 Natasha bought two packets of tea and a tin of chocolate digestive biscuits,
18 Robert wanted to get a flat that was within commuting distance of the city centre.
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19 Yesterday we took our first tentative steps towards establishing contact with potential clients.
20 We rented a beautiful little cottage in the Cotswolds and invited my twin sister to stay with us.

3.4.8 Dialogue

A: There are twenty-two letters on the table waiting for your attention.

B: Twenty-two Valentine’s cards from twenty-two secret admirers, you meant to say. Tell

me how many you got, Tony.
A: T'mnot interested in trite platitudes and tacky greetings cards.
B: TI'{l take that to mean you got exactly twenty-two fewer than I got,

3.5 Voiced alveolar plosive /d/

Figure 3.4 English /d/ (hold stage),
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3.5.1 Description

- Voiced alveolar plosive. With the soft palate raised, the tip of the tongue forms a closure at
. the alveolar ridge while the sides of the tongue form a closure against the upper side teeth,
" plocking the airflow through the vocal tract. The lips are free to take the position for a fol-
: lowing vowel or consonant.

' 3.5.2 Spelling

<d> day, shadow, mad
<dd> sudden, wedding, address, add

"3.5.3 Word-initial

. damage, damp, dance, dare, dark, data, date, daughter, day, deaf, deal, debt, deep, deliver,
i dentist, describe, design, desire, desk, detail, develop, die, different, difficult, dinner, dirt,

dish, dive, divoree, dizzy, dock, doctor, dog, doll, dollar, donkey, door, dot, double, doubt,
down, duck, dull, dump, dust

. 3.5.4 Werd-medial

'5:" adopt, audition, body, comedy, corridor, credit, edit, freedom, hideous, idea, idiom, idiot,
. ladder, lady, meadow, melody, murder, powder, predict, product, pudding, ready, ridiculous,
' shadow, shudder, spider, studio, study, tradition, widow

3.5.5 Before fr/

L éddress, drab, draft, drag, dragon, drain, drama, drink, draw, dread, dream, dreary, drench,
= dress, dribble, drift, drill, drip, drive, drone, drop, drown, drug, drum, dry

. 3.5.6 Word-final
: abroad, add, afford, afraid, aid, award, bad, bead, beard, bed, bird, blade, bleed, blood, board,

bread, bride, broad, bud, card, cloud, code, coward, fade, feed, flood, food, glad, good, grade,
greed, guard, guide, hard, head, heard, hide, hood, include, instead, lid, load, lord, loud,

:.- method, mood, mud, need, nod, odd, proud, rapid, read, red, ride, road, sad, salad, seed,
- shade, shed, side, speed, spread, sword, thread, timid, trade, ward, weed, weird, wide, wood,
© word

3.5.7 Multiple
dead, decide, daffodil, decade, dedicate, deed, defend, demand, depend, divide

3.5.8 Phrases

a dreadful accident, an added advantage, an adventure playground, sound advice, a reddish
beard, a dead body, an ideal candidate, widespread damage, today’s date, dead and buried, a

s good deed, 4 deep desire, draw a diagram, the dish of the day, without a shadow of doubt, a
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bad dream, a drunk driver, from dawn to dusk, food and drink, holding hands, a stupid idiot, ;.
needle and thread, respond accordingly, middle of the road, shoulder blades, the speed of -
sound, double standards, weird and wonderful, words of wisdom, an ideal world, the good.

old days

3.5.9 Sentences

Did it happen by accident or by design?

By Friday the scandal had spread worldwide.

The farmhands toiled in the fields from dawn to dusk.

My friend’s understanding made a world of difference,

The ducks are paddling like mad round the garden pond.

The gold pendant is studded with diamonds and emeralds.

They drove on down the dead-end road and then turned around.

Linda needed a friendly word of advice to provide some direction.

Richard decided to stand as a candidate for the Board of Directors.

Outdated words and idioms should be excluded from the dictionary.
Suddenly a deafening sound of thunder could be heard in the distance.

These Scandinavian designers deserve credit for daring to be different.

The document concluded that the incident had been handled adequately.

T can recommend this comedy if you don’t mind suspending your disbelief,
Appendix D describes the data and the methodology adopted for this study.
My husband ordered the dish of the day and I had a delicious seafood salad.
They endeavoured to remedy the fundamental design defects in the building.
The doctors admitted that the medical records had been accidentally destroyed,

—
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3.5.10 Dialogue

Did Dean do the dishes yesterday?

He said he would, but in the end Fred had to do them.

[ told you so, didn’t I? I said you should definitely doubt Dean’s word.

I decided to find out for myself, and he indeed proved to be a devious devil and avoided
washing the dirty dishes after dinner.

o o

3.6 Voiceless velar plosive /k/

3.6.1 Description

Voiceless velar plosive. The back of the tongue forms a closure against the soft palate, which
is raised, and the rear sides of the tongue form a closure against the rear upper side teeth,
blocking the airflow through the vocal tract. The lips and the tongue-tip, blade and front are
free to take the position for a following vowel or consonant.

Damny’s daughter dreams of spending her birthday in Disney World in Orlando, |

The head of department decided to include on the agenda a discussion of academic -
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;Figure 3.5 English /k/ (hold stage).

3.6.2 Spelling

<¢> cost, Couniry
<ch> chaos, character, scheme, school, echo, ache. Also in derived forms aching, chaotic,
characteristic, efc.
<ge (+a/ofu)> occasion, account, occur
<cl> tricky, back, stick
<I> keep, awake, speaker, work
<ki> trekking
<qu, cqu> = /kw/ quick, acquaintance
Loy = fks/ box, fix, suffix, exit

.Note that initial <l is silent in words like knack, knapsack, knave, knead, knee, kneel, knell,
knew, knickers, knife, knight, knit, knob, knock, knot, know, knowledge, knuckle.

'3.6.3 Aspirated

a) Stressed syllable-initial

cab, café, cake, call, calm, camp, cancel, capital, car, card, care, carpet, carrot, carry,
case, castle, catch, cause, coach, coast, code, coffee, cold, collar, college, colour,
comb, come, comedy, comfort, comma, comment, common, concert, confidence,
cook, cool, copy, cord, core, cork, corner, cost, cottage, count, country, couple,
course, cousin, cover, cow, cuddle, cup, curl, curry, curse, curtain, custorm, cut,
keen, keep, key, kid, kill, kind, king, kiss, kit, kitchen, kitten, accommodation,
accomplish, accountant, application, become, education

: b) Before v/

crab, crack, craft, crash, cream, crease, credit, creep, crew, crime, crisis, critic, cross,
crowd, crude, crumb, cry, crystal :
¢} Before /l/
claim, clap, class, claw, clay, clean, clear, clever, click, client, cliff, climate, cli-
max, clinic, clip, cloak, clock, cloth, clothes, cloud, clover, clown, club, clue,
clutter
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d) Beforelj/
cube, cucumber, cue/queue, cumulative, cumin, cure, curious, cute
el Before Iw/

quack, quaint, qualification, qualify, quality, quantity, quarrel, quarry, queen, queer,
query, quest, question, questionnaire, quick, quiet, quilt, quit, quite, quiver, quiz,

quota, quote, choir

3.6.4 Unaspirated or weakly aspirated

aj  Syviiable-final
attack, awake, back, basic, bike, black, block, book, brake/break, brick, chalk, check, dark,

duck, garlic, hike, hook, joke, knock, lack, lake, leak, like, lock, look, Iuck, magic, ;
make, mark, neck, oak, pack, panic, park, peak, pick, public, remark, rock, sack, sake, -

seek, shake, shock, sick, smoke, snake, sneak, soak, sock, speak, stick, strike, take,

talk, thick, tick, topic, track, trick, wake, walk, weak/week, work, baker, bracket, bro- '

ken, bucket, chicken, circus, echo, focus, hockey, jacket, market, packet, parking,
second, token, turkey, vacant
b [sk/
discussion, escape, scale, scarce, scatter, scheme, scholar, school, scone, score, skate,
sketch, skill, skim, skin, skirt, sky
¢t skj/
skew, skewer
d) [skw/

squabble, squad, squalid, squalor, squander, square, squash, squat, squeak, squeal, =

squeeze, squelch, squid, squiggle, squint, squirm, squirrel, squirt
e fskr/

scrap, scrape, scratch, scrawl, scream, screen, screw, scribble, script, scroll, scrounge, -

scrub, scruffy, scruple, scrutiny
) Unstressed syllable-initial

career, command, complete, condition, canal, canoe, casino, cathedral, collect, come- -

dian, compare, complete, complain, computer, concern, consider, contain

3.6.5 Multiple

academic, acoustic, architect, backpack, bookcase, bookmark, cactus, cake, calculate,

caretaker, character, chemical, classic, click, clinic, cloak, ¢lock, coconut, collect, commu-
nicate, conclusion, conquer, cook, cork, correct, crack, creak, critic, croak, cuckoo, expect,
kick, kiosk, mechanic, picnic, practical, quack, quick, skunk, squeak, tactic, technigue,
toxic .

3.6.6 Phrases

a close acquaintance, a broken ankle, back ache, background music, a bank account, a picnic
basket, a packet of chocolate biscuits, the black market, an electric blanket, take a break, a
plastic bucket, carrot cake, a wake-up call, a company car, & pack of cards, a magic carpet,
a cause for concern, crystal clear, a cuckoo clock, black coffee, communication skills, keep

o 3
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in contact, cool, calm and collected, a topic for discussion, a quick drink, cause and effect,

2 ciose encounter, a quick fix, a clove of garlic, a sick joke, next of kin, a panic attack, a
parking sicket, keep quiet, a rescue worker, a fraction of a second, keep a secret, an electric
shock, a think tank

3,

Voiced velar plosive. The back of the tongue forms a closure against the soft palate, which

is

blocking the airflow through the vocal tract. The lips and the tongue-tip, blade and front are
free to take the position for a following vowel or consonant.

.7 Voiced velar plosive /g/

5.6.7 Sentences n

Michael speaks with a thick Cockney accent.

Frank comes from a working-class background.

We kept the school equipment under lock and key.

Catherine can’t shake off her cold and hacking cough.

Keith was scared he’d go completely blank with panic.

We had black coffee and chocolate cake at the corner café.

The couple couldn’t accept the consequences of their actions.

The crying kid came to me for a comforting kiss and a cuddie.

Christine looked frantically for the ticket in her jacket pocket.

Rebecca shook back her dark curls and looked into the camera.

The seconds ticked by on the clock at the back of the classroom.

The secret of his success is dedication and his incredible work ethic.

The experiments were conducted under strictly controlled conditions.

We had cocoa and scones with thick clotted cream after our brisk walk.

There’s no justification for the scathing remarks directed at his colleagues.

Is there a connection between academic skills and workplace productivity?
They discussed the security considerations that had to be taken into account.
Mark completed his college education without encouragement from any quarter.
The catalogue contains colour reproductions of the pictures with accompanying text.
There was a complete breakdown in comununication between the company and the
client.

Colin was caught copying chemical equations from a concealed crib sheet during the
chemistry exam.

Can they kick him off the course for academic misconduct?

He’s making excuses, and it looks like he could escape with a basic caution,

He’s quite a character, our Colin. He’s as cunning as a fox when copying in class and as
cool as a cucumber when caught and questioned.

7.1 Description

raised, and the rear sides of the tongue form a closure against the rear upper side teeth,
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Figure 3.6 English /g/ (hold stage).

3.7.2 Spelling

<g> game, eager, again, dog

<gg> luggage, trigger

<gh> aghast, ghastly, ghost, spaghetti, gherkin, ghetto

<gu, gue> guest, guide, figure, vague, league

<x> = [gz/ exact, exam, exaggerate, exist

<xh> = /gz/ exhaust, exhaustion, exhilarate, exhilaration, exhort

<g> + <e/ily> may be either /g/ or /&3/, e.g. get vs. gel, gift vs. gin, gynaecologist vs.
gVpsy

Note that <g> is silent in words like paradigm, phlegm, diaphragm, gnarled, gnaw, -
gnome, align, assign, benign, campaign, champagne, cologne, design, foreign, reign,
resign, sign. ) .

<gh> is silent in the following words: although, bough, bought, borough, breakthrough,
brought, bright, caught, daughter, dough, doughnut, drought, eight, fight, fought, fraught,
Sright, haughty, height, high, light, might, mighty, naughty, neighbour, night, nought, ought,
plough, right, sigh, sight, slaughter, sleigh, sought, straight, taught, thigh, thorough, though,
thought, through, weigh, weight.

3.7.3 Word-initial

gain, gallery, gamble, game, gap, garden, garlic, gas, gash, gasp, gate, gather, gauge, gaunt,
gaze, gear, ghost, gift, girl, give, go, goal, goat, gold, golf, good, goose, gorgeous, gorilla,
gossip, guarantee, guard, guess, guest, guide, guilty, guitar, gulp, gum, gun

3.7.4 Word-medial

again, aghast, agony, arrogant, asparagus, August, baggage, baggy, bargain, beggar, begin,
burger, cigar, dagger, dragon, eager, elegant, figure, forget, forgive, haggard, investiga-
tion, legacy, logo, luggage, magazine, meagre, navigate, negative, organ, regard, rigour,
slogan, sluggish, soggy, spaghetti, sugar, target, tiger, together, trigget, vinegar, wagon,
yoga, yogurt :
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| 3.7.5 Word-final

pag, beg, big, dig, dog, drag, drug, egg, fatigue, flag, fog, frog, hug, jog, jug, leg, log, mug,
peg, pig, plague, plug, rag, rug, shrug, smug, snag, snug, tug, twig, vague, wig

3.7.6 Multiple
gag, gargle, giggle

3 7.7 Phrases

i ' a doggie bag, a guide dog, an illegal drug, give an example, a good figure, forgive and forget,
‘give the game away, gold nuggets, a golf buggy, green grass, dig a grave, get a grip, a good

guess, a regular guest, a big hug, an illegal immigrant, a glossy magazine, a legal obligation,
a group photograph, give him my regards

3.7.8 Sentences

Give Douglas my kind regards.

Get your grubby fingers off my glass jug!
Regrettably I forgot to give them their gifts,
Megan’s got a degree in English linguistics.

She wasn’t eager to give up her ili-gotten gains.

My grandparents are going to Portugal in August.
The guest extinguished his cigarette on the ground.
The grass is growing and gradually getting greener.
9 Are you going to go to the rugby game in Glasgow?

10 He guarantees that the grapes are organically grown.
- 11 The gangster had his finger on the trigger of the gun.

12 Gordon said goodbye to Margaret giving her a big hug.

13 They negotiated an agreement with the Greek government.
- 14 T'm good at forgiving and forgetting — I don’t hold grudges.
.~ 15 My grandmother was engrossed in her gardening magazine.

16 Graham’s gaze lingered on the photograph of his girlfiiend.

17 There’s a significant degree of ambiguity in your argument.

18 This was a flagrant disregard of the examination regulations.

19 Give Angus and Morag our congratulations on their engagement.

20 A great big dog was growling at the girls who were gathered in our garden.

3.7.9 Dialogue

What an elegant gown, Gwen! What a gorgeous figure you’ve got!

Gary’s going to be staggered when he gets a glimpse of what he gave up.

Agreed. You're too good for that guy.

I'H never forgive the rogue for going off with that grotesque magnate’s granddaughter
and forgetting me, his gorgeous girlfriend.
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Affricates

3.8 Voiceless palato-alveolar affricate /{f/

3.8.1 Description
Voiceless palato-alveolar affricate. With the soft palate raised, the tip, blade and front of the

tongue form a closure with the alveolar ridge and the front of the hard palate, and the sides
of the tongue form a closure with the upper side teeth, completely blocking the airflow. Air is:
compressed behind the closure and released relatively slowly, resulting in homorganic fric-

tion. The lips are rounded and protruded.

3.8.2 Spelling

<¢h> child, achieve, teacher, touch

<tch> catch, watch, kitchen

<ti> congestion, exhaustion, question, suggestion

<tw> following a stressed syllable, e.g. century, future, mutual, statue, Nowadays, also
stressed syllable-initially, e.g. tube, tutor, Tuesday.

Unusual spellings

cello, concerto, Czech

Note that <ch> is pronounced /k/ in scholarly words of Greek origin, e.g. ehaos, chasm,
charismatic, archaeology, hierarchy, psychology, <ch> is silent in yacht /jot/.

Figure 3.7 English /{/ showing palato-alveolar closure (left) and reEease with homorganic
friction {right). Note trumpet-shaped lip- round!ng
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°3.8.3 Word-initial

::.i:?lain, chair, chalk, challenge, chamber, champion, chance, change, chant, chap, charge,

charm, chart, chase, chat, cheap, cheat, check, cheek, cheer, cheese, cherish, cherry, chess,

“chest, chew, chicken, chief, child, chill, chimney, chimp, chip, chocolate, choice, choke,
“choose, chop, chore, chunk

°3.8.4 Word-medial

'_::échseve adventurous, bachelor, butcher, feature, fortune, fiture, kitchen, literature, mutual,
'nature orchard, ritual, situation, statue, teacher, virtual, virtue, wretched

-'3'.8.5 Word-final

"Ea"itch, approach, arch, attach, batch, beach, bench, bleach, blotch, branch, breach, brooch,
‘punch, catch, coach, crouch, cruich, detach, each, fetch, itch, march, match, much, patch,

peach, pitch, reach, rich, scorch, scratch, screech, sketch, snatch, speech, stitch, stretch, such,
switch, teach, torch, touch, watch, witch

3.8.6 Multiple

_church

: 3.8.7 Phrases

_'_'é challenging question, matching chairs, an intellectual challenge, a torture chamber, check

your change, a chunk of cheese, a bunch of cherries, a chess champion, chicken and chips, a
mischievous child, catch a chill, chocolate chips, eye-catching features, a change of fortune,

“scratch an itch, a church porch, a catch-22 situation, a charcoal sketch, Cheddar cheese, a
- spiritual teacher, chiselled features

: 3.8.8 Sentences

I had chicken and chips for lunch.

Rachel reached out to touch his cheek.

Add the chocolate chips to the mixture.

The child was chased from the church porch.

She teaches Chinese literature and culture.
These mid-century kitchen chairs are charming.
You have a choice of Cheddar or Dutch cheese.
9 I munched a peach and a whole bunch of cherries.
10 I watched the chess championship with my chums.
11 How much did the butcher charge for those chops?
12 Ifthe temperature changes, you might catch a chill.
13 The adventurers eventually reached Chile in March.
14 He saw the chance of a change in their future fortune.

1
2
3
4
.5 The chimp let out a high-pitched screech.
6
7
8
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15 We approached the eye-catching statues on the beach. <dg> budget, edge

16 This charcoal sketch of Charlie Chaplin is worth a fortune. : o «di, dj> soldier, adjourn, adjust

17 The coach congratulated them on the victory over Chelsea. " <du> gradual, procedure; also produce, duke (see yod-coalescence, section 2.14.9)
18 That chap with the chiselled features is our French lecturer. . i <pg> suggest(ion), exaggerate, exaggeration

19 He preaches the virtues of a contextual approach to research,
20 We tried to catch snatches of the exchange between Richard and Chad, .
Unusual spellings &

3.8.9 Dialogue ' : " sandwich, Harwich (both also pronounced with /{/), margarine

A: Mitch chose cheap Cheddar cheese for lunch. e
B: So it’s cheese and chips again from the Chinese chip shop. I'm itching for a change. - 3.9.3 Word-initial

Cheese and chips daily is a challenge. - : . , L sy . L
A: If in future you reach into your own pocket, you can choose your own lunch - chicken, * jail, general, gentle, genuine, geography, giant, gin, ginger, gym, jab, jacket, jade, jam, jar,

pork chops, fresh cherries, peaches . . . _ jaw, jazz, jealous, jelly, jet, job, jockey, join, joke, jolly, journal, joy, judge, juice, jumble,
B: Maybe melted cheese on chips from the Chinese isn’t such a bad choice after all. Mitch g jump, junk, jury, just
is such a charitable chap. i

. . " 3.9.4 Word-medial
3.9 Voiced palato-alveolar affricate /dg/ ) .
© agenda, agent, agile, allergy, allergic, analogy, angel, apology, badger, budget, contagious,

3.2.1 Description " danger, energy, fidget, fragile, gadget, imagine, intelligent, legend, logic, magic, majestic,
- major, margin, origin, outrageous, pigeon, procedure, project (n.), pyjamas, region, reject

Voiced palato-alveolar affricate. With the sofi palate raised, the tip, blade and front of the (v.), rigid, suggest, surgeon, teenager, urgent

tongue form a closure with the alveolar ridge and the front of the hard palate, and the sides
of the tongue form a closure with the upper side teeth, completely blocking the airflow. Air is _
compressed behind the closure and released relatively slowly, resulting in homorganic fric- 3.9.5 Word-final
tion, The lips are rounded and protruded. :
' allege, badge, baggage, barge, beverage, bridge, cabbage, cage, charge, college, cottage,
; courage, damage, dodge, edge, emerge, fridge, hedge, huge, image, knowledge, language,
3.9.2 Spelling . large, lodge, luggage, manage, marriage, merge, message, nudge, package, page, passage,

<j> jam, joke - porridge, rage, rampage, ridge, sausage, siege, sledge, smudge, stage, storage, urge, verge,

<g> + <e/ily> gentle, ginger, gym, suggest, danger, logic, apology, rage. This spelling can .. village, voyage, wage, wedge, grudge

also represent /g/; see section 3.7.2.

+-3.9.6 Multiple
f:'_. George, ginger, judge

o _3. 9.7 Phrases

“ an age range, an intelligence agent, pledge allegiance, an avenging angel, an abject apology,

* alarge budget, a huge challenge, a gradual change, psychological damage, a jagged edge, an

- energy shortage, a jet engine, a gentle glant, a digital image, average intelligence, a storage

ar, a twinge of jealousy, a jumbo jet, a challenging job, jump for joy, a junior manager, an

Figure 3.8 English /d3/ showing palato-alveolar closure (left) and reiease with homorganic - arranged marriage, an urgent message, a gentle nudge, a surgical procedure, a jealous rage, a
friction (right). Note trumpet-shaped lip-rounding. - . siege engine, change the subject, the average wage, a bungee jump
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3.9.8 Sentences
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10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

This region’s ecologically fragile.

The orange juice is in the fridge, Judy.

Joan engaged Jeff as her project manager.

The images were arranged chronologically.

Angela hugely enjoyed her voyage to Egypt.

Eugene gradually got the gist of the message.

Benjamin’s allergic to oranges and tangerines.

We produce a large range of engines for generators.

it’s a major technological challenge for our engineers.

Jean jumped for joy when the surgeon discharged her.

Gerald and Jane tried to salvage their fragile marriage.

How dangerous is bungee jumping in terms of injuries?

D’you know the average age range for college students?

We have a generous budget for our journey to Argentina.

Jenny urged him to reject the outrageous suggestions for change.

The teenagers were rigid with rage when their luggage was damaged.
Marjorie’s vegetarian sausages and ginger-fried vegetables were gorgeous.

I can just imagine how jealous Gernma must have been of his job in Geneva,
Joseph has a huge knowledge of languages, including German and Japanese.
Jessica encouraged me to lodge with her in her cottage at the edge of the village.

3.9.9 Dialogue

A:
B:
Ar

B:

Would you suggest to Jim that he jives to his jazz music more gently?

I've urged him to jump about less energetically, but he just doesn’t get the message.
If Reg flies into a rage and charges at him, not even Jim’s agile jaw will dodge his giant
fists.

Apart from his jazz jiving jam sessions, Jim’s a jolly good lodger; but his outrageous

gymmnastics are no joke.

3.10 Fricatives: summary of key features

There are nine fricatives: /£ v 8 & s z ['3 /. Their key features are:

1

2

With the soft palate raised, the articulators move close together to form a narrow gap.
Forced through this stricture, the airstream becomes turbulent, resulting in audible friction.

Together with stops, fricatives make up the obstruent class of consonants and therefore

behave similarly in the following ways:

a) they come in voiceless and voiced pairs (except /), _

b) voiced fricatives are typically devoiced when adjacent to voiceless sounds and
silence —more so when followed by voiceless sounds or silence than when preceded
by them — and are only reliably fully voiced between voiced sounds;

¢) voiceless fricatives shorten sonorants (nasals, approximants and vowels) preceding
them in a syllable.

[§%3
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[A], & voiced allophone of /b/, is possible between voiced sounds.

4 The fricatives can be divided into sibilants /s z {3/ and non-sibilants /f v 8 8 b/:

a) sibilants involve a longitudinal groove in the tongue channelling the airstream into a
Jjet which produces turbulence and fricative noise when it hits an obstruction further
along in the vocal tract (the teeth);

b} non-sibilant fricatives involve no grooving of the tongue, and consequently their
fricative noise is due to turbulence at the stricture itself;

¢) the fricative noise produced by the sibilants is strong while the non-sibilants pro-
duce rather weak fricative noise, especially the voiced ones, which sometimes verge
on being approximants,

:5 During the glottal fricative /h/, friction is produced not only at the glottis but also

throughout the whole vocal tract, and since the articulators take the position for the fol-
lowing vowel during the articulation of /h/, there are as many allophones of /h/ as there
are vowels.

6 The glotial fricative /h/ occurs only in syllable onsets,

3.1} Yoiceless labio-dental fricative /f/

3.11.1 Description

Voiceless labio-dental fricative. The lower tip makes a light contact with the upper incisors.
The soft palate is in the raised position. The air escapes with labio-dental friction. The tongue

is free to anticipate the position of a following sound.

_'3.H.2 Spelling
. <> fail, force, benefit, brief

<ff> coffee, staff
<ph> photo, philosophy, graph
<gh> laugh, enough, rough

Figure 3.9 English /f/.




56 Practice: individual consonants

Unusual spellings

have to /hefts/

3.11.3 Word-initial

fabric, fabulous, face, fact, factory, fade, fail, faint, fair, fake, fall, false, fame, family, famous,' :

fan, fancy, fantastic, fantasy, far, farm, fashion, fast, fat, fate, father, fault, favour, favourite,

fear, feast, feather, feature, fee, feed, feel, fence, fetch, fever, fiction, fight, figure, file, fill,
film, final, find, fine, finger, finish, fire, firm, first, fish, fist, fit, five, fix, foam, fog, foil, fold, -
follow, food, fool, foot, force, foreign, forest, forever, forget, forgive, fork, form, four, fox, -

full, fun, fund, fur, phone, photo

3.11.4 Werd-medial

afford, before, benefit, buffalo, coffee, coffin, defeat, defend, define, differ, difficult, effort, -
muffin, nephew, offer, office, orphan, perfect (adj.), perform, prefer, professor, profit, qualify,

refer, referee, suffer, terrific, trophy, uniform

3.11.5 Word-final

beef, belief, brief, chief, cliff, cough, deaf, encugh, grief, half, if, knife, laugh, loaf, off, .

proof, relief, roof, rough, safe, scarf, sniff, staff, stiff, stuff, thief, tough, wife

3.11.6 Multiple

faithful, falafel, falsify, fanfare, fearful, fifteen, fifly, firefly, fluff, foreﬁnger, fulfil, funfair, -

philosophy, photograph

3.11.7 Phrases

a familiar face, facts and figures, fear of failure, fame and fortune, family and friends, fam- -

ine relief, a lifelong fan, a fruit farm, an awful fate, follow in your father’s footsteps, a film

festival, fact or fiction, a fair fight, official figures, freshwater fish, as fit as a fiddle, the first -
floor, difficult to follow, frozen food, forgive and forget, a knife and fork, fill in a form, a-
faithful friend, a coughing fit, half and half, a flat roof, the phonetic alphabet, fringe benefits, '

fresh coffee, a futile effort, a free gift, a fall in profits, for future reference, the facts of life,
a father figure, a fish knife

3.11.8 Sentences

A fond farewell to our faithful friends!
This colourful floral fabric’s fabulous.
Humphrey had a fierce frown on his face.
Jennifer stuffed herself with comfort food,
[ infinitely prefer fresh fruit to frozen fruit.
Daphne was profoundly deaf in her left ear.
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7 Don’t forget that a first draft isn’t a final draft.

g There were four or five familiar faces on the staff.

9 We found the perfect gift for our unforgettable friend.
10 Fiona and her fiancé had terrific fun at the folk festival.
11 Fortunately there was a friendly atmosphere in the office.
12 Philip feared that they would laugh in his girlfriend’s face.

13 Frank’s former wife finds it difficult to forgive and forget.

14 Raiph’s photos of the butterflies and flowers are beautiful.
15 Phoebe had suffered from whooping cough in her childhood.
16 Christopher was grateful when we offered him a 1ift to Oxford.

© 17 To Fred’s relief there was a brief bibliography in the pamphlet.

: 18 The conference facilities were first class, and the food was fantastic.

© 19 My father intensified his efforts to find sufficient funds to finance the deficit.

“ 20 We had hoped to find fresh footprints the following afterncon but failed to do se.

| 3.11.9 Dialogue

Enough is enough. ’m finished with fatty foods forever.

Muffins? French fries? Fudge? Fried fish fingers? Fast food?

I’m off fat forever. From now on, it’s coffee and fags for me. I"ll be as fit as a fiddle,
That’s daft. You’re having a laugh.

It’s the famous coughing diet.

The infamous coffin diet, more like.

3.12 Voiced labio-dental fricative /v/

© 3.12.1 Description

:_' Voiced labio-dental fricative. The lower lip makes a light contact with the upper incisors. The
- soft palate is in the raised position. The air escapes with labio-dental friction. The tongue is
© free to anticipate the position of a following sound.

Figure 3.10 English /v/.
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3.12.2 Spelling

<v> van, avoid, ever, give

Unusual spellings

of (though note that of course is occasionally said with /f/), nephew (traditionaily pro-

nounced with /v/, but more and more frequently with /f/ under the influence of the

spetiing)

3.12.3 Word-initial

vague, vain, valiant, valid, value, vampire, van, vandal, vanilla, vanish, varnish, vary, vase,
vast, vault, vegetable, vegetarian, veil, vein, vengeance, venom, vent, venture, venue,
veranda, verbal, verge, verify, vermin, verse, versus, vertical, vest, vet, vibrate, vice, vicious;
victim, victory, vigour, vile, village, villain, vine, vinegar, vineyard, vintage, violence, violin,
virgin, virtue, virus, visible, vision, visit, vital, vocabulary, vocal, voice, volcano, volume,
volunteer, vomit, vote, voucher, vowel, voyage, vulgar, vulture

3.12.4 Word-medial

activate, aggravate, alleviate, ambivalent, anchovy, anniversary, approval, arrival, availabil-

ity, available, avenue, average, avid, avoid, beaver, believer, brevity, clever, clover, cover, _

deliver, develop, device, devote, discover, divide, divorce, driver, event, ever, fever, flavour,
forever, gravy, harvest, heavy, hover, ivy, lava, livid, navy, nervous, over, poverty, prevent,
private, provide, quiver, reveal, revenge, reverse, rivet, savage, service, severe, shiver, sur-
vey, universe

3.12.5 Word-final

above, achieve, active, alive, approve, arrive, attractive, behave, believe, brave, carve, cave,
curve, deserve, detective, dive, dove, drive, expensive, five, forgive, give, glove, grave,

improve, leave, live (v.), love, massive, move, nerve, observe, ohve prove, receive, remove, -

reserve, save, serve, shave, shove, starve, wave

3.12.6 Multiple

involve, inventive, overactive, overview, pervasive, revive, revolve, survwe valve, velvet,
verve, vindictive, vivacious, vivid

3.12.7 Phrases

vice versa, an impressive achievement, provide an attractive alternative, above average,
aggressive behaviour, a private conversation, a duvet cover, a delivery van, an undercover
detective, a voyage of discovery, divide evenly, a lovely evening, prohibitively expensive,
develop a fever, a distinctive flavour, oven gloves, a harvest festival, a private individual,
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give an interview, massive investment, silver knives, a clever manoeuvre, a brave move,

on the verge of a nervous breakdown, achieve an objective, a rave review, a devoted serv-

ant, a slave driver, a time-saving device, a wave of violence, a viable alternative, a detec-
2

“tive novel

“3.12.8 Sentences

The removal van’ll arrive at twelve.
Vernon's like a vulture hovering overhead.
Sylvia’s novel received very favourable reviews.
Voting behaviour varies from province to province.

We have a variety of sleeveless pullovers and vests.
This gives them a positive advantage over their rivals.
Microwave ovens are marvellous time-saving devices.
Steven lives in a villa in an attractive village in Devon.

9 Olivia’s survey involved interviews with seventy-seven individuals.
10 Otliver vowed he’d never leave his beloved Venice.
11 Our services are reserved exclusively for private individuals.
12 You leave me with no alternative but to reveal your motives.

- 13 Remove the vegetables from the oven and serve with the veal,
14 CHve swerved violently to avoid driving into the delivery van.
15 These progressive views were virtually universal in the 1770s.
16 Kelvin discovered that we have several living relatives in Liverpool,
17 Vaniila’s prohibitively expensive as harvesting it is so labour-intensive.
718 Vicki makes every endeavour to provide them with advice on visiting Vietnam.
19 While Val lived in Bratislava, she developed an extensive vocabulary in Slovak.
“20 The television viewers were given live coverage of Slovenia’s victory over

Bolivia.

-3.12.9 Dialogue

I’ta very versatile. 've done a variety of volunteer jobs.

Have you ever handled doves?

I love doves. They’re very attractive birds,

You’ll be serving the doves to the vipers. Have you developed a resistance to venom?
If not, our vet can provide vials of anti-venom. Qur lovely vipers are very mischievous
little savages.

3.: 3.13 VYoiceless dental fricative /0/

" 3.13.1 Description

Voiceless dental fricative. The tip of the tongue is raised towards the rear of the upper inci-
sors, forming a narrow gap. The sides of the tongue form a seal against the upper side teeth.
Unlike /3 2/ there’s no groove along the centre of the tongue so that the air escapes diffusely
over the whole surface of the tongue,
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Figure 3.11 Engtish /8/.

3.13.2 Spelling
<th> think, author, month

Note that <th> is often pronounced /3/; see section 3.14.2 below. It is silent in asthma an
isthmus.

3.13.3 Word-initial

thank, thaw, theatre, theft, theme, theory, therapy, thesis, thick, thief, thigh, thimble, thin
thing, think, third, thirsty, thirty, thistle, thom, thorough, thought, thousand, three, thread
threat, thriller, throat, throng, throw, through, thug, thumb, thump, thunder

3.13.4 Word-medial

anything, apathy, authentic, author, authority, cathedral, .empathy, ethics, ethos, everji
thing, Gothic, hypothesis, method, nothing, orthodox, orthography, pathetic, sympathetic
sympathy

3.13.5 Word-final

bath, beneath, birth, both, breath, broth, cloth, death, earth, eightieth, faith, fortieth, fourth,

froth, growth, heath, hearth, henceforth, mirth, moth, mouth, myth, ninetieth, north, oath, path
seventieth, sixteenth, sixtieth, smith, south, teeth, tooth, truth, twentieth, worth, wreath, yout

3.13.6 Multiple
forthwith, thirteenth, thirtieth

3.13.7 Phrases

the length and breadth, death threats, diphthongs and mbnophthongs, a Gothic cathedral,
healthy growth, a mathematical theory, mouth-to-mouth, north and south, an orthodox:
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heory, from strength to strength, through thick and thin, something to think about, think
hings through, a threat to your health, death throes, a length of cloth

.i3.8 Sentences

Theo was in the throes of death.

It’s Thelma’s thirty-third birthday.

Are there any panthers in Ethiopia?

Flizabeth brings warmth and empathy.

Margaret Thateher was born in Grantham.

This strengthened the author’s hypothesis.

What’s the length and breadth of the cloth?

He threw himself info mathematical theories.

She thinks Agatha Christie’s thrillers are enthralling.
What is the width of the path through the south of Bath?
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11 Kemneth needed therapy and time to think things through.

12 Matthew and Meredith are both enthusiastic about the theatre.

- 13 This author doesn’t think much of the orthodox theory of growth.
14 Arthur was healthy and wealthy and had the enthusiasm of youth.

15 Dorothy wants to be a goldsmith and Gareth Is an enthusiastic athlete.
16 Keith was faithful to Judith and stayed with her through thick and thin.
7 How many monophthongs and diphthongs are there in Northumbrian?

':'._I_S Ethnographic methods are sometimes used in anthropological research,
19 Ruth visited the cathedrals in Northampton, Plymouth and Portsmouth.
20 Her health was threatened from the fourth to the sixth month of her pregnancy.

-3.13.9 Dialogue

There’s been a theft from the theatre.

[thought [ heard something about some threatening thugs.
They climbed through a window on the fourth floor.

Did the thieves take anything worth much?

They stole my thunder!

.E_3.I4 Yoiced dental fricative /8/

3.14.1 Description

- Voiced dental fricative. The tip of the tongue is raised towards the rear of the upper incisors,

orming a narrow gap. The sides of the tongue form a seal against the side teeth. Unlike /s

.2/ there’s no groove along the centre of the tongue so that the air escapes diffusely over the
~whole surface of the tongue. '

3.14.2 Spelling

<th> Word-initially in grammatical words such as this, them, those; medially in
native words like brother, father, mother, either, other, northern, southern; and
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My godmother lives in the Netherlands.

My stepfather was at the end of his tether.

No denim or leather clothing may be worn.

P’m putting together a menu for a get-together,

Neither my mother nor my father will be there.

We went to Carmarthenshire to gather heather.

He was a northerner born in the town of Biyth,

‘Wwe found the smoothie bar without any bother.

Heather has a soothing influence on my brother.

He didn’t smother her or breathe down her neck.

Her grandmother bequeathed her clothes to my mother.

T Ioathe his scathing remarks and holier-than-thou attitude.
It was inlaid with mother-of-pear] and wreathed with feathers.

Figure 3.12 English /8/.

in a small number of words in final position, e.g. smooth, with. Otherwise, <th>
tends to be /0/.
<the> clothe, breathe, soothe

My brother’s mother’s rather bothersome.

. Your brother’s mother? That’s your mother.

- No. My brother’s mother and my father got together after my mother ran off with my
father’s brother.

Ah, so your father’s your brother’s father, but your mother isn’t your brother’s
mother.

Yes, he’s my brother from another mother.

3.14.3 Word-initial
the, this, that, these, those, they, them, then, thus, there/their, theirs, though, than

3.14.4 Word-medial

another, bother, brother, clothing, dither, either, farther/father, feather, further, gather,
together, heather, lather, leather, mother, neither, nevertheless, northerly, northerner, worthy,:
other, scathing, slither, smoothie, soothing, withhold, w1ther

3,15 Voiceless alveolar fricative /s/

.~ 3.15.1 Description

Voiceless alveolar fricative. The tip and blade of the tongue are raised in the direction of the
. alveolar ridge, forming a narrow gap. The sides of the tongue are held against the upper side
3.14.5 Word-final “‘teeth. There’s a clear groove along the centre of the tongue.

bathe, breathe, mouth (v.), scythe, sheathe, smooth, scothe, swathe, clothe, loathe, with

3.14.6 Phrases

with or without, mother and father, gather together, hither and thither, the Netherlands, with-:
out any bother :

3.14.7 Sentences

1 1 can’t fathom this weather.

2 His forefathers were heathens.

3 My brother sheathed the scythe.
4 It’s a rather monotonous rhythm.
5
6
7

My grandfather worked in & smithy.
She’s loud-mouthed and featherbrained.
Wauthering Heights is worthy literature.

Figure 3,13 English /s/. Figure 3.14 Mouth viewed from the front
. showing grooved tongue shape
for /s/.
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3.15.2 Spelling

<s> six, basic, ves

<se> sense, case, grease

<ses, sci> coalesce, scissors, condescend, scene, scent, fascinating, science
<s5> classic, assist, loss

<¢ (+e/ifyy> cell, circle, bicyele, race, receive, source, excellent, except
<x> = fks/ box, expand

Note that <s> is silent in aisle, isle, island, viscount, chassis, debris, précis, corps fka/
rendezvous, chamois.

3.15.3 Word-initial

ceiling, cellar, centre, certain, cigar, circle, cycle, sack, sad, safe, sail/sale, salad, salmon,
salt, same, sample, sand, saw, say, sea, search, second, secret, section, see, seem, self, sell,
send; sick, side, sign, sight, silk, silver, simple, sing, sink, sip, sit, size, soak, soap, sob, sober]
sock, soft, soil, solid, son, song, sore, sorry, sort, sound, soup, sour, south, subject (n.), subtle,
such, suffer, suit, surmmer, sun, super, supply, support, surround :

3.15.4 Word-medial
basic, bicycle, bossy, classic, conversation, decide, essay, gossip, impressive, jealousy, mas-

sive, possible, receive, reception, recipe

3.15.5 Word-final

across, address, advice, atlas, base, bliss, bonus, bus, case, chase, chess, choice, class;:
course, cross, decrease, delicious, dress, face, famous, fierce, force, genius, giass, grease;:

guess, hiss, horse, house, kiss, less, lettuce, loose, loss, mess, nice, notice, office, pass
peace/piece, place, plus, press, price, promise, purse, race, trace, twice, verse, voice
worse, yes '

3.15.6 Multiple

access, ancestor, assassin, assess, assistant, basis, cease, circus, consist, crisis, discuss, d
tance, sentence, serious, source/sauce, suggest, suppress, surface, insist, licence, precise

process, sclence, sense, service, silence, since, sister, six, slice, space, spice, sponsor, status,

stress, sticcess, system, useless

3.15.7 Phrases

accept responsibility, restricted access, a serious accident, sensible advice, a precise answer,

a personal assistant, a false assumption, a gasp of astonishment, a sense of balance, a savage

beast, a Christmas bonus, a confidence boost, breakfast cereal, a bus pass, a case study, a star-

studded cast, a centre of excellence, miss a chance, smoke a cigar, express concern, customer.
service, a sense of decency, a unanimous decision, a stroke of genius, a ghost story, a safe:
guess, the rest is history, a spelling mistake, false modesty, bits and pieces, a press release,’
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4 recipe for suceess, a dress rehearsal, a sign of respect, a rigk assessment, safe and sound,
setter safe than sorty, a sliding scale, stars of stage and screen, bursting at the seams, a split

b
second, a false sense of security, a stainless steel sink, a slippery slope, burst into song, the

speed of sound, suffer in silence

3.15.8 Sentences

1. Scott’s face creased into a smile.

‘3 Sally tossed and dressed the salad.

3 Steven sat sipping a glass of whisky.

‘4" My sister missed the last bus yesterday.

‘5. The task was beyond the grasp of our son.

6. Selena sewed the seam with small stitches.

7.~ Sport’s a constant source of fascination for us.

§ The selection process takes place next Saturday.
9 Speliing mistakes can be embarrassing and costly.
10 Samuel sprinkied the steak with a teaspoon of salt.

:11 K's sometimes impossible to escape one’s destiny.

12 Simon protested his innocence throughout the case.
13 Tess spoke without the slightest sign of nervousness.
14 Several scientists were conspicuous by their absence.
‘15 Laurence couldn’t suppress the excitement in his voice.
. The police arrested suspects during the house-to-house search.
17 Her relentless pursuit of artistic excellence is an inspiration to us.

18 The industrious students succeeded in grasping the basics of the science.

19 The house faces south-west and overlooks the surrounding countryside.
20 The security forces collapsed in the face of recent assaults by the militants.

A: I'missed the bus yesterday. It didn’t stop for us at the bus stop.
. When it’s stuffed full, they say you must wait for the next one.
A: So the season tickets T buy are for standing at the bus stop getting soaked, and not for
- sitting on a seat inside going to my destination?
" Face facts. The bus service stinks. Save your sanity and take a taxi,

- 3.16 Yoiced alveolar fricative /z/

- 3.16.1 Description

Voiced alveolar fricative. The tip and blade of the tongue are raised in the direction of the
- alveolar ridge, forming a stricture of close approximation. The sides of the tongue are held

gainst the upper side teeth. There’s a clear groove along the centre of the tongue.

3.16.2 Spelling

<g> zoo, bizarre, lazy, quiz
<zg> blaze, freeze, prize
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Figure 3.15 English /z/. figure 3.16 Mouth viewed from the front

showing grooved tongue shape
for /z/.

<zz> dizzy, jazz, buzz

<g, se> pleasant, always, museum, rise, wise, houses

<x>> xenophobia, xylophone, anxiety

<x, xh> = /gz/ exam, exact, exist, exhilarate, exhausted
Also in -s endings, e.g. dogs, sees, John’s; see section 2.15
After <pre-, de-, re->, e.g. preserve, desert, resist

Unusual spellings

<gs™> possess, dissolve, scissors, dessert

3.16.3 Word-initial

zealous, zed, zest, zinc, zip, zone, zoo, Zoom

3.16.4 Word-medial

adviser, amazing, bizarre, blazer, bulldozer, busy, closet, composer, cosy, crazy, cuisine, daisy;
deposit, desert (n.), deserve, design, desire, dessert, disaster, dissolve, dizzy, drowsy, easy;
fizzy, hazy, hesitate, laser, lazy, loser, miser, museum, music, physics, resist, scissors, user, visit

3.16.5 Word-final

accuse, advise, always, amaze, amuse, apologise, blouse, breeze, browse, bruise, buzz,
cause, cheese, choose, cruise, daze, erase, freeze, fuse, gaze, hose, jazz, maze, news, noise,
nose, pause, phrase, please, prize, quiz, realise, recognise, refuse (v.), revise, rose, seize, size,
sneeze, squeeze, suppose, surprise, tease, vase, wise

3.16.6 Multiple

disease, measles, mesmerise, trousers, advisers, dxsasters lasers, users, blouses, breezes,
bruises, noises, noses, prizes, roses, sizes, houses
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3.16.7 Phrases

easily absorbed, a careers adviser, a pleasant breeze, business studies, Parmesan cheese, a
reasonable compromise, lose a deposit, transmit a disease, surprisingly easy, revise for an
exam, jazz music, visit a museum, a buzzing noise, a seasoned observer, the laws of physics,
easy to please, it stands {o reason, rose petals, a surprise visit, visit the zoo, compose music,

- a pleasant surprise

'3.16.8 Sentences

Please excuse my clumsy words.

These tools are surprisingly easy to use.

She grows herbs like basil, rosemary and chives.

Elizabeth’s cheesecake with hazelnuts is tantalising.
Brussels sprouts with Parmesan cheese sounds bizarre.

He has master’s degrees in tourism and business studies.
My cousin holds a position as a careers adviser in Leeds.
Alexandra adores flowers like azaleas, zinnias and roses.
She sounds exhausted and miserable although she denies it.
Why does she refuse what seems a reasonable compromise?
11 T'm amazed that anxiety can cause these physical symptoms.

12 Liz knows loads of words and phrases in Brazilian Portuguese.

‘13 They apologised to the passengers for the delays and cancelations,

14 Iwas surprised that they chose me to represent their values and ideas.
‘15 His findings aren’t implausible and deserve to be examined exhaustively.

16 When James opens the browser, he hears a buzzing noise in his headphones.
7 He loves visiting the zoo and observing animals like zebras and chimpanzees.

.18 My husband appears 1o be losing his enthusiasm for his jazz music magazines.

9 Inthe mornings and evenings there was always a pleasant breeze from the mountains.
20 Our offices are closed on Tuesday and Wednesday but will resume business on
" Thursday.

3.. 16.9 Dialogue

The zoo’s closed on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays.

How surprising! Is it wise to stay closed during the holidays?

The owner’s very lazy and prefers an easy life to a busy one.

How bizarre! Surely he feeds and cares for the animals when the zoo’s closed to visitors
anyway.

.I7 Yoiceless palato-alveolar fricative /J/

3.17.1 Description

' __Voiceiess palato-alveolar fricative. The tip, blade and front of the tongue are raised in the
-direction of the atveolar ridge and the front of the hard palate, forming a narrow gap. The

ides of the tongue are held against the upper side teeth, thus forming a groove along the
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Figure 3.17 English /J/. Note trumpet-shaped lip-rounding.

centre of the tongue. The groove is shallower than for /s 2/ and also further back. The lips are_

rounded and protruded.

3.17.2 Spelling

<sh> ship, sushi, cash

<ti> station, portion, education

<ch> machine, brochure, chef, champagne

<su> sure, insure

<SU> assure, pressure

<ci> special, precious _
<si> following a consonant letter, e.g. controversial, compulsion, passion, expansion
<g¢i> conscious, conscience

<x> = /k{/ anxious, cbnoxious, luxury

Unusual spellings

ocean, schedule (nowadays also with /sk/)

3.17.3 Word-initial

chauffeur, chef, shade, shadow, shake, shallow, shame, shampoo, shandy, shape, shar

shark, sharp, shawl, shave, sheep, sheet, shelf, shell, shelter, shepherd, shield, shift, shi

shirt, shin, shiver, shock, shoe, shoot, shop, short, shot, should, shout, shove, show, shower_

shuoffle, shun, shut, shy, sugar, sure

3.17.4 Word-medial

assure, audacious, auspicious, bishop, delicious, issue, ambition, ancient, anxious, ashtray;

auction, audition, banshee, beneficial, caption, cashmere, mushroom, action, caution, ses-
sion, connection, edition, emotion, fashion, fiction, lotlon, magician, mission, motion, ocean,

passion, portion, ration, station
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3.17.5 Word-final

ash, gush, hush, leash, niche, quiche, rash, stash, establish, clash, bash, blemish, banish,
mbush, abolish, anguish, astonish, blush, brush, bush, cash, crash, crush, dash, English,
nish, fish, flash, flesh, flush, fresh, push, rush, smash, splash, squash, varnish, wash,
ish

4.17.6 Multiple

--appreciation, initiation, negotiation, sheepish, shelifish, shush

'3.17.7 Phrases

herish an ambition, a shaving brush, a cash machine, short of cash, a champagne reception,
esh fish, a controversial issue, shampoo and conditioner, sheep shearing, fresh sheets, a

“makeshift shelter, a fresh shirt, the initial shock, shoe polish, a fashion shoot, a shoe shop,
~wishy-washy, a fashion show

+3,17.8 Sentences

i Joshua polished his shoes till they shone.

2 He shrank back into the shadow of a shrub.

3 Are there any sugar plantations in Bangladesh?

4 Sharon and Sean went shark fishing in the ocean.

5 The fashion show was shot on location in Chicago.

6 They wished to publish a special issue on education.

7 He rode roughshod over the wishes of the shareholders.

8 Our destination was a sheep-shearing station in the bush.
9. An ancient ship was washed up on the shores of Croatia.
(. We specialise in pashmina ponchos and crocheted shawls.
1 If you’re short of cash, there’s a cash machine at the station.

2 The optician refurbished his old-fashioned shop in Sheffield.

Ashley’s dish was garnished with mushrooms and fresh radishes.
["'m partial to sherry, but I find traditiona] British shandy atrocious.

‘15 Sheila shrugged her shoulders impatiently and shivered with repulsion.
16 Shirley was anxious that her shorts would shrink in the washing machine,

7 Natasha has an astonishing collection of Chopin, Schubert and Schumann.

8 We took exception to his wishy-washy positions on this contentious issue.
We have a sensational selection of shampoos and conditioners on our shelves.
We had fish and shrimps washed down with Danish schnapps and champagne.

4: Twish you'd shut up about fashion.

B: Twish you'd shut up about fishing.
-4: Your collection of shiny shoes should be sent to the rubbish dump.
. B: Your fishing contraptions should be shoved into the ocean.
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3.18 VYoiced palato-alveolar fricative /3/

3.18.1 Description

Voiced palato-alveolar fricative. The tip, blade and front of the tongue are raised in the direc

tion of the alveolar ridge and the front of the hard palate, forming a narrow gap. The sides

of the tongue are held against the upper side teeth, thus forming a groove along the centre o

the tongue. The groove is shallower than for /s z/ and also further back. The lips are rounded

and protruded.

{3/ virtually only occurs in intervocalic position, e.g. treasure, though it’s sometimes foun
initially and finally in recent French loanwords, e.g. genre, beige, prestige. In many cases
there are alternative pronunciations with /dg/. :

3.18.2 Spelling

<si> following a vowel, e.g. confusion, decision, collision, occasion
<su> pleasure, casual, usual

<g(+e/iy> genre, courgette, regime, prestige

<zu> seizure

3.18.3 Word-initial

genre

3.18.4 Word-medial

illusion, intrusion, invasion, occasion, persuasion, precision, delusion, diffusion, elision;

enclosure, envision, erosion, exclusion, excursion, explosion, exposure, corrosion, con

sion, conclusion, allusion, aubergine, closure, collision, composure, courgette, decision,.

leisure, measure, pleasure, regime, seizure, treasure, profusion, provision, revision, supetv
sion, television, vision :

Figure 3.18 English /3/ Note trumpet-shaped lip-rounding.
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3. 18.5 Word-final

* parrage, beige, camouflage, collage, entourage, espionage, massage, prestige, rouge, sabotage

3.18.6 Phrases

television exposure

3,18.7 Sentences

1 The road closure led to confusien.
2 The explosion caused few casualties.
-3 This added to the prestige of the genre,
- Is it some sort of mirage or visual delusion?
The results led to a revision of the conclusion.
The measures of the regime were sabotaged.
Standard deviation’s a measure of precision.
We can make a corsage that fits any occasion.
The star was surrounded by his usual entourage.
His new Peugeot was involved in a collision,
The soldiers were dressed in beige camouflage.
. There’s a profusion of courgettes and aubergines.
_ People with visual impairment experience exclusion.
Work’s an unwelcome intrusion on my leisure time.
15 The damages may be caused by corrosion or erosion.
Beaujolais was the preferred wine of the bourgeoisie.
17 He accepted the treasurer’s decision with composure.
18 It was such a pleasure to read Jane Austen’s Persuasion.
19 He was met by a barrage of questions on the failed invasion.
1t’s debateable whether too much exposure to television is harmful.

3.18.8 Dialogue

A1 spend my leisure time searching for lost treasure.
B: 1grow courgettes and anbergines,

- 4: There’s no pleasure in watching television.

B: [ agree. Television sabotages the mind.

3.19 Voiceless glottal fricative /h/

3.19.1 Description

- Voiceless glottal fricative. The vocal folds are slightly narrowed, producing friction at the
. glottis, In addition, there is friction throughout the vocal tract, /b/ can be considered a strong

voiceless beginning to the following sound (/i/ or a vowel) and therefore has the quality of a
voiceless version of the following sound.
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3.19.2 Spelling

<h> hand, home, perhaps
<wh> who, whose, whole, whore, wholesale, wholehearted, wholesome

Note that <h> is silent in words like hour, honest(y), honour(able}, heir(ess}, annihilate;
exhibit, exhaust, exhilarate, rhapsody, rhinoceros, rhotic, rhyme, rhythm, shepherd, silhoy-
ette, vehicle, vehement, vehemence.

For words containing silent <gh>, as in thoughe, through, see section 3.7.2.

3.19.3 Word-initial

habit, hail, hair, half, hall, ham, hammer, hamster, hand, handle, happen, happy, hart
bour, hard, harm, harvest, hat, hate, head, heal, heap, hear, heart, heat, heavy, hedge;
heel, hell, helmet, help, herb, hero, hesitate, hide, high, hike, hill, hip, hire, hiss, his®
tory, hit, hoax, hobby, hoid, hole, holiday, home, honey, hook, hope, horn, horrible;
horror, horse, hose, hospital, host, hot, house, hover, hug, hundred, hungry, hunt, hurry,
hurt, husband, whole -

3.19.4 Word-medial

abhot, abhorrent, alcohol, alcoholic, apprehend, apprehensive, apprehension, beehive, behalf,.
behave, behaviour, behind, coherent, cohort, comprehend, comprehension, comprehensive;
enhance, inherit, pethaps, rehearse

3.19.5 Multiple

half-hearted, hand-holding, haphazard, headhunter, heavy-handed, heart-to-heart, hellhole;
hitchhike, hobbyhorse, hot-headed, household, wholehearted ’

3.19.6 Phrases

a happy childhood, a horrible habit, half and half, a huge hall, holding hands, hard to handle,
a hard hat, a health hazard, with head held high, the head of the household, a heavy heart, a
head for heights, help is at hand, a childhood hero, a huge hit, a holiday home, have high
hopes, not a hope in hell, honk a horn, a house husband, bands on hips, a home from home -

3.19.7 Sentences

Heid?’s hairstyle’s hideous.

Hilary has no head for heights.

Herbert hasn’t got a hope in hell.

A heat haze hung over the harbour.
Harry hung his head in humiliation.
Helen held her handbag over her head.
Hurnphrey was headhunted by Harvard.
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' g We heard that the hurricane had hit Ohio,
g Is Henry Higgins a hero or an anti-hero?

. 10 He had a happy and wholesome chiidhood.
11 His workaholic behaviour harms his health.

- 12 Here the husband was head of the household.

13 He hiked up a high hill in Haiti during his holidays.

14 Hugo held out his hand to his childhood sweetheart.

15 They were held hostage by the hot-headed hooligans.

16 The hound was howling its head off outside the house.

17 We helped ourselves to the heavenly hake and haddock.

18 Hugh is handsome with his hazel hair and high forehead.

19 The helicopter hovered above the house where he was hiding.

23 Harriet was so heavily dehydrated that we had to hurry her to hospital.

3.19.8 Dialogues

4 Ican hardly hear Hugh’s history lecture.

He’s half asleep and hung over.

B
A: His alcohol habit is harming his career.
"B

It’s harming his home life too. A heavy drinker makes a horrible husband.

I haif hoped to have the whole holiday here.

"A: Perhaps hiking in the hills would be too hard.

A:
- B: Henry, my husband, is happy here at the harbour too.
A

B: In this heat it’d be horrible, hellish!

+3.20 Nasals: summary of key features

1 A complete closure is formed in the oral cavity while the soft palate is in the lowered
position, allowing the airstream to exit via the nose.

2 The complete closures formed for /m n 1/ are identical to those for the bilabial /p b/,
alveolar /t d/ and velar plosives /k ¢/. The difference is in the position of the soft palate:
raised for the plosives, lowered for the nasals.

3 Together with approximants {and vowels), nasals are sonorants and act similarly in the
following ways:

a) they don’t come in voiceless and voiced phonemic pairs;
b) they aren’t devoiced when adjacent to voiceless sounds or a pause;
¢) they are shortened by following veiceless consonants in the same syllable.

4 In word-final position, the alveolar nasal can be followed by both voiceless and

voiced homorganic plosives — /ot/ and /nd/. Bilabial and velar nasals can only be
followed by voiceless homorganic plosives in these positions — /mp/ and /gk/. See
section 2.13.1.

5 Within a morpheme, nasals can only be followed by plosives that are homorganic.
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6 In certain circumstances, nasals, particularly /n/, can become syllabic and form the..

nucleus of a syllable.

7 The velar nasal /iy doesn’t occur in syllable onsets.

8 Apart fom a small number of exceptions, /gg/ occurs within morphemes and /y/ at th
end of morphemes.

3.21 Voiced bilabial nasal /m/

3.21.1 Description

Voiced bilabial nasal. The lips form a closure, and the soft palate is lowered, thus prevenf
ing the airstream from exiting via the mouth and allowing it to escape through the nose. Th
vocal folds vibrate throughout the articulation.

3.21.2 Spelling

<m> map, amazing, human, aim

<mm> command, hammer

<mb> climb, lamb, comb, plumber
<mn> autumn, hymn, solemn, condemn
<gm> paradigm, phlegm, diaphragm

Note that in the word premonic <m> is silent.

3.21.3 Word-initial

machine, magnet, magic, mail/male, main, major, make, man, manage, manner, many, map
marble, march, margin, mark, market, marry, marsh, mask, mastér, mat, match, mate, mate
rial, maths, matiress, mature, may, maze, meadow, meal, mean, measure, meat/meet, medal
melt, mend, menu, mercy, merge, merit, merry, mess, metal, method, middle, mild, mile
milk, mind, mine, miss, mist, mistake, mix, moan, modern, money, monkey, month, mood
moon, morning, mother, mountain, mouth, move, much, music, mud, mug, murder, muscle
mustard

Figure 3.19 English /m/. The arrow indicates the escape of the airstream through the nose
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3.21.4 Word-medial

amateur, amazing, among, amount, blemish, charming, chemist, cinema, climate, comedy,
comma, command, comment, common, customer, damage, demand, document (n.), domes-
tic, drama, element, enemy, familiar, gimmick, glamour, grammar, hammer, human, humour,
image, lemon, limit, permission, promise, puma, rumour, stomach, summer, woman

3.21.5 Word-final

aim, alarm, assume, atom, autumn, beam, bloom, blossom, bomb, bottom, calm, claim,
“climb, comb, cream, crime, crumb, dim, doom, dream, drum, dumb, exam, extreme, farm,
‘firm, flame, foam, form, frame, game, gem, gloom, grim, gum, ham, harm, home, item, jam,
famb, name, numb, paim, plum, poem, pram, probiem, programme, resume, room, same,
scheme, scream, seem, shame, slim, steam, storm, sum, swim, team, theme, thumb, time,
victim, volume, warm, welcome, womb, zoom

a) Clipped
amp, blimp, bump, champ, chimp, chomp, chump, clump, crimp, imp, jump, lump,
pump, scamp, stamp, stump, swamp, trump, wimp, bumf, lymph, nymph, triumph
b} Fulllength vs. clipped
cam/camp, clam/clamp, cram/cramp, dam/damp, dumb/dump, hem‘hemp, hum/hump,
famb/lamp, limb/limp, plumy/plump, ram/ramp, skim/skimp, slum/slump, thumb/thump

.21.6 Multiple

“gecomplishment, amusement, commitment, compartment, compliment (n.), compromise,

émbarrassment, irainstream, mammoth, meantime, measurernent, medium, member, memo,

nemory, mermaid, mime, minimum, moment, movement, mumble, murmur, museum, pre-
mium, remember, sometimes, maximum

3.21.7 Phrases

“an impressive achievement, a smoke alarm, a stamp album, a modest ambition, the maximum
-amount, a limited amount, the animal kingdom, a common assumption, a clumsy atternpt, a
time bomb, a claim for damages, in complete command, demand compensation, a famous
“composer, commit a crime, permanent damage, a simple diagram, a moment of drama, a
family member, a tearm gatme, doom and gloom, welcome home, a meagre income, a musical
- instrument, plum jam, a time limit, a family man, man-made material, a simple meal, minced
meat, a meeting of minds, a permanent memorial, a frame of mind, an elementary mistake, a
“memorable moment, tomorrow morning, climb a mountain, a smooth movement, a complete
mystery, make a promise, a malicious rumour, a lump sur, this time tomorrow, an umbrella

: term, a farm animal, a computer game

3.21.8 Sentences

1 The moment’s come to make a move.
-2 That makes it something of a minor miracle!
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Mary embraced the system with enthusiasm.

The maritime museum’s marked on the map.

Mandy admitted she’d made a major mistake.

My family gave the newcomers a warm welcome.

Marilyn was completely immune to Tom’s charms.

This matter was uppermost in my mind at the time,

Malcolm made himself comfortable in an armchair.

The computer comes with a comprehensive manual.

11 The mass media are an important means of communication,

12 A monument’s been commissioned in his memory.

13 Emily supplemented her income with part-time journalism.

14 By this time tomorrow the temperature will have plummeted.

15 Cameras were employed to monitor the movement of animals.

16 Max aimed to cause the maximum amount of embarrassment.

17 Moira’s a member of the management team for my company.

18 The musician demonstrated complete mastery of his instrument.

19 The government embarked on an ambitious programme of economic reforms. :
20 Michael had no problem with his long-term memory, but his short-ferm memory was damaged.’

o
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3,21.9 Dialogue

My mate’s merely a mediocre musician who hammers away on his instrument for money:
You might make him mad with your grim assessment of his competence. :
It’s Mike’s own assessment, not mine. He moans and moans about his drums.

Then maybe he should make music with the tambourine.

o

3.22 Yoiced alveolar nasal /n/

3.22.1 Description

Voiced alveolar nasal. The tip of the tongue forms a closure with the alveolar ridge, and the'f
sides of the tongue with the side teeth. The soft palate is lowered, allowing air to escape’
through the nose. The vocal folds vibrate throughout the articulation.

Figure 3.20 English /n/. The arrow indicates the escape of the airstream through the noseﬁ_-
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3.22.2 Spelling

<> name, unite, money, bumn
<pn> funny, tennis
<kn> knack, knee, kneel, know, knight, knife, knock, knob, knowledge, knit
<gn> gnaw, reign, sign, align, campaign, champagne, design, foreign (also derived forms,

e.g. assignment, foreigner, designer) i

<> pneumonia

Note that <> is silent in final <mn>, e.g. autumn, column, condemn, damn, hymn, solemn.
/n/ returns in derived forms: e.g. autumnal, condemnation, columnist.

'3-.'22.3 Word-initial

knee, knife, knob, knock, knot, know, naked, name, nap, narrow, nasty, nature, near, neck,
needle, neighbour, nerve, next, nice, niece, night, no, nose, normal, note, nothing, now,
aumb, number, nurse, nor/gnaw

©3.22.4 Word-medial

animal, comer, dinner, funny, honey, honour, manner, many, minor, minute {x.), money,
owner, panic, piano, planet, pony, spinach, tennis, unite

3.22.5 Word-final

again, balloon, bargain, bean, begin, bin, born, brain, brown, burn, can, chain, chin, clean,
clown, coin, common, crown, dawn, design, down, drown, earn, fan, fine, foreign, for-
tune, fountain, gain, green, grin, groan, gun, human, iron, keen, lawn, learn, lemon, line,
lion, loan, machine, main, man, men, mine, moan, moon, open, pain, pan, pen, phone, pin,

plan, plane, queen, sane, scan, shine, sin, skin, spin, stain, stolen, strain, sun, then, thin,

foken, tone, town, train, tune, turn, twin, vain, van, warn, weapon, when, whine/wine, win,
womail, zone

Clipped
amount, aren’t/aunt, blunt, can’t, cent/sent, client, count, defiant, dent, don’t, flaunt, flint,
fluent, fount, front, gaunt, giant, glint, grant, grunt, hint, hunt, mint, point, print, quaint,
rant, runt, saint, slant, splint, sprint, squing, stint, taint, taunt, want, weren’t, won’, month,
advance, announce, bounce, chance, convince, dance, defence, France, glance, lance, mince,
once, ounce, pounce, prince, rinse, science, sense, trance, bench, branch, brunch, bunch,
clench, crunch, drench, flinch, French, hunch, inch, launch, lunch, munch, pinch, punch,

. trench, wench, winch, wrench

b) Full length vs. clipped
Pumed/bumt, complained/complaint, dawned/daunt, feigned/faint, horned/haunt, joined/
Joint, lend/lent, mend/meant, mound/mount, pained/paint, panned/pant, pined/pint, punned/

- punt, rend/rent, scanned/scant, send/sent, shunned/shunt, skinned/skint, spend/spent, stunned/

stunt, tend/tent, tinned/tint, vend/vent, wend/went, nine/ninth, ten/tenth, dens/dense, hens/

. h_ence, pens/pence, tens/tense, wins/wince, singe/cinch, lunge/tunch
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3.22.6 Mulsiple

abandon, accountant, announce, banana, cannon, canteen, confident, consonant, contai

¢

engine, entrance (1.), genuine, ignorant, innocent, London, napkin, nine, nineteen, nonsense;

noon, noun, onion, opinion, suntan

3.22.7 Phrases

a pronounced foreign accent, a sunny afternoon, a wounded animal, won®t take no for ag
answer, the beginning of the end, fringe benefits, brains and brawn, none of your business;
the town centre, the turn of the century, a change of scene, not an ounce of common seng
danger money, a sense of destiny, squander a fortune, present a united front, genuinely funn
a gin and tonic, moan and groan, bound to happen, a gentle hint, a figment of your imag
nation, turn down an invitation, a blunt knife, behind enemy lines, a no-nonsense manrie "
friends and neighbours, a bundle of nerves, a handwritten note, a point of interest, a punch
on the nose, answer a question, a brain scan, the monsoon season, maintain a stony silenc
a banana skin, a tennis tournament, a train of events, vintage wine

3.22.8 Sentences

Only one question remains unanswered.

Nicholas grinned and nodded in confirmation.

Don’t let the discussion end on a negative note,

Nancy doesti’t have an ounce of common sense.

One of the men had a pronounced northern accent.

The students insisted that no offence was intended.

‘Cynthia’s no-rionsense manner inspires confidence.

They’d confessed their sins and done their penance.

The parents confirmed that their son was born blind.

10 The town centre has changed beyond all recognition.

11 The next of kin have been informed about the accident.

12 The panel of scientists was drawn from the universities.

13 A nationwide hunt was launched for the dangerous gunman.

14 Simon and Jenny invested theit money in government bonds.

15 Kenneth went from a no-win situation to a win-win situation.

16 Norman evidently wanted to be in control of his own destiny,

17 You'll need to be patient as change doesn’t happen overnight.

18 His friend’s experiences remained at the forefront of his mind,
19 None of the participants understood the meaning of the sentence.
20 Dominic eventually managed to convince them of his innocence.
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3.22.9 Dialogue

Neo more nouns and pronouns!

We want to know about consonants — approximants, nasals, obstruents and sonorants.
Enough of determiners, tenses, inflections and inversion!

We demand to learn about the sounds of spoken English - phonetics!

B o
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3,23 Voiced velar nasal /p/

.3_23.! Description

Voiced velar nasal. The back of the tongue forms a closure with the soft palate, and the rear
of the sides of the tongue with the rear side teeth. The soft palate is lowered, allowing air to

escape through the nose, Note that this means that there’s a velar closure but no velic closure. .

The vocal folds vibrate throughout the articulation.

,23.2 Spelling

<ng> singer, king, young
<pk> = fpk/ ankle, sink
<nc> = /gk/ uncle, zinc
<ng> = /pg/ anger, longer

<> = gks/ lynx, larynx

<ng> = /gk/ banquet, tranguil

3.23.3 Word-finai

a  Full length
along, among, bang, beginning, belong, boomerang, boxing, bring, building, ceiling,
clearing, cling, clothing, cooking, craving, cunning, daring, darling, dumpling,
dung, during, dwelling, evening, fling, gang, gong, hang, herring, king, lightning,
long, lung, meringue, reorning, nothing, oblong, pang, patking, pudding, railing,
ring, rung, sing, slang, song, spring, sterling, sting, string, strong, swing, thing,
throng, tongue, twang, wedding, wing, wring, wrong, young
B)  Full length vs. clipped
bang/bank, bring/brink, bung/bunk, clang/clank, cling/clink, clung/chunk, dung/dunk,
hung/hunk, ping/pink, rang/rank, ring/rink, sang/sank, sing/sink, sting/stink, stung/
stunk, tang/tank, thing/think, wing/wink

-

Figure 3.21 English /g/. The arrow indicates the escape of the airstream through the nose,
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3.23.4 Word-medial

a) Word-medial before /&/ (clipped)

anchor, ankle, bank, banquet, blank, blanket, blink, brink, bunker, conquer, crinkle, donkey
drink, drunk, duckling, frank, hanker, ink, jinx, junk, link, mink, monk, monkey, pink
plank, prank, punk, rank, relinquish, rink, shrink, sink, sphinx, sprinkle, stink, tank
thank think, tinker, tinkle, tfranquil, frinket, trunk, twinkle, uncle, wink, wrinkle, zing’
b)  Word-medial before /y/ :
anger, angle, angora, angry, anguish, bingo, bungalow, distinguish, English, finger, fla-
mingo, hunger, hungry, jingle, jungle, kangaroo, linger, mangle, mango, mingle
mongrel, nightingale, penguin, rectangle, single, strangle, tangle, tango, tingle, tri

angle, longer, stronger, younger, longest, youngest, strongest

3.23.5 Multiple

angling, ong-running, long-standing, long-suffering, ping-pong, singsong, belongings, i
ling, singing, stinking, banging, belongings, bringing, clinging, hanging, longing, ringt
singing, stinging, swinging, banking, blinking, conquering, drinking, hankering, iinking
ranking, relinquishing, shrinking, sinking, thanking, thinking, tinkering, twinkling, winking
distinguishing, jingling, lingering, mingling, strangling, tingling

3.23.6 Phrases

growing anger, a wedding banquet, a boxing ring, on the brink of extinction, an imposing.

building, the wrong conclusion, a refreshing drink, strongly encourage, a spring evening
a sinking feeling, a surprising finding, my ring finger, hunger pangs, the fighting instinct
language learning, the missing link, a punctured iung, an angry meeting, shocking pink,

wedding ring, a younger sibling, rhyming slang, a drinking song, spring cleaning, a length of

string, a long think, swimming trunks, a knowing wink

3.23.7 Sentences

It’s a tranquil setting for a relaxing evening.
Pve been feeling strong hunger pangs all morming.
We encourage you to be punctual for the meetings.
Angus was worrying about getting the timing wrong.
My siblings are playing ping-pong in the dining room.
My uncle was Jooking forward to his posting in Beijing.
We were dying to sing along with the best-selling songs.
Congratulations to Duncan and Bianca on getting engaged!
The youngsters are cycling from Nottingham to Birmingham.
10 We're travelling from Kings Cross St Pancras to Paddington.
il P'm thinking of wearing long dangling earrings to the banquet.
12 Surprisingly she wasn’t wearing a wedding ring on her finger.
13 Her findings were fascinating, but her conclusion was misleading.
14 It was so disappointing that they weren’t willing to sing an encore.
15 We’re moving from a crumbiing building to a charming bungalow.
.16 We were getting the hang of understanding the gang’s thyming slang.
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17 He's trying to bring pink flamingos back from the brink of extinction.
18 I'li be studying English language and linguistics in Hong Kong next spring,

19 He was hoping he could relinquish the nagging anxiety that was weighing him down.

20 Learning to distinguish the diphthongs of Hungarian was proving to be a challenging
undertaking.

'3.23.8 Dialogue

‘4: Gangs of youngsters have been ringing my doorbell and running away.

- 1'd like to strangle those pranksters.
A: It’s ruining my tranquil evenings.
[ think Il bring round my dog - an angry mongrel with long fangs.

3.24 Approximants: summary of key features

There are four approximants: /I r j w/. Their key features are:

1 With the soft palate raised, the articulators move towards each other to form a gap wider
than that for fricatives and not narrow enough to cause turbulence and fricative noise.

2 Together with nasals (and vowels), approximants are sonorants and act similarly in the

following ways:

a) they don’t come in voiceless and voiced phonemic pairs;

by they aren’t devoiced when adjacent to voiceless sounds or a pause;

¢) they are shortened by a following voiceless consonant in the same syllable (/I
only).

3 /j/ and /w/ are semi-vowels. They are articulated with parts of the tongue used to articu-

late vowels and are in essence glides from the {i] and [u] positions respectively.

- 4 While all other English phonemes involve the airstream travelling down the midline of

the vocal tract, the lateral approximant /7 forms a closure in the centre of the mouth and
causes the airstream to flow on one or both sides of it.
§ When approximants follow aspirated voiceless plosives /p t k/, the aspiration takes
place during the articulation of the approximants, causing them to become devoiced and
fricative.
Three of the four approximants, /r j w/, occur only in syllable onsets.
/i has a velarised allophone, dark /1Y, which occurs before consonants (except /i/) or a pause.
i/ is lost after certain consonants.
The sequences /tj/ and /dj/ are increasingly replaced by /§7 and /&/ in stressed syllables.
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Semi-vowels

3.25 Voiced palatal approximant /j/

3.25.1 Description

Voiced palatal median approximant. With the soft palate raised, the front of the tongue
approaches the hard palate, but not close enough to result in friction. This is the same articu-
lation as for a close front unrounded vowel; therefore, {i] can alternatively be described as
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Figure 3.22 English /j/: sequence /j@/ as in yak. The diagram shows the approximate chan
in tongue shape. Since /j/ is a semi-vowel, it can be indicated on a vowe! diagram

a glide from the [i] vowel position. If the following vowel is open, the approximation to the
hard palate is less close, equating to a glide from an opener vowel position, for example [1];

3.25.2 Spelling

<y> year, yellow, youth

<> = /ju/ unit, useful, assume, music
<ue> = fjulf argue, value, venue, queue
<ew> = /jur/ few, news, knew, view

<ew> = /juy/ feud, neutral, Eugene

<> behaviour, dominion, saviour, William

Unusual spellings

beautiful, Houston

3.25.3 Word-initial

ewe, UK, ukulele, Ukraine, unanimous, unicors, uniform, union, unique, unit, unite', ut
verse, university, USA, usefir], usual, utensil, utility, yacht, yard, yawn, year, yearn, yedst
yell, yellow, yes, yesterday, yet, yoga, yogurt, yolk, you, your, young, youth

3.25.4 Ciusters

beaunty, bugle, bureaucrat, steward, student, studio, stupid, feud, few, fuel, fume, mn'erai_
fuse, futile, future, view, mule, museum, music, mute, mutiny, neutral, new, nuclear, nucleus
nude, huge, human, humid, humour, computer, accurate, ambulance, argument, behaviout,
calculate, canyon, circulate, companion, curriculurm, deputy, document (1.), emulate, exect:
tive, fabulous, failure, formula, immaculate, jocular, manipulate, manuscript, monument
muscular, occupy, opinion, particular, popular, population, refuge, regular, singular, spec:
tacular, speculate, stimulate, volume '

university student, particularly stupid, make yourself useful, a neutral venue, a huge yawn,
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.5_25,5 Devoicedlfricative

péw, pewter, puberty, puce, puerile, puny, pupil, pure, putrid, cube, cucumber, cue/queue,
cumulative, cumin, cure, curious, cute

5--“25.6 itjl or ftif

tube, Tuesday, tuition, tulip, tumour, tuna, tune, tunic, tutor

3.25.7 Idjf ov Idg/

/due, dual/duel, dubious, duke, dune, during, duty

3.25.8 Multiple

accumulate, tubular, uvula, yoyo

3'25.9 Phrases

'a- popular venue, yell abuse, argue furiously, a useful attribute, human behaviour, the undis-

yuted champion, regular communication, a useful contribution, a miraculous cure, genuinely
cutious, youthful enthusiasm, the usual excuse, a humiliating failure, a newspaper interview,
a user manual, beautiful music, popular opinion, an executive producer, the annual review, a

New Year’s Eve

: 5.10 Sentences

1 His music’s particularly popular in Europe,

2" Bugene refuses to speculate about the future.

Sonia looked beautiful in her new yellow tunic.

We saw pumas and jaguars in Uruguay in January.
Hugo made himself useful as a tutor for youngsters.

He contributed regularly to their communist newspaper.

-7 This doesn’t excuse his unusual behaviour yesterday.

'8 William’s a first-year student at the University of Houston,
9 The pupils found opportunities to use their new vocabulary.
Hubert calculated it meticulously and executed it scrupulously.
: The monument was obscured from our view by a huge museum,
2" The computer manual’s usually more useful than your intuition!
3. The document on nutrition was distributed to the youthful population.
There was a spectacular view from her luxurious studio in Buston.
5 This beautiful volume was produced as a tribute to his music tutor.
16 Ursula made a valuable contribution to the future of our community.
17 Matthew attributes his miraculous cure of pneumonia to acupuncture.
 After her year-long recuperation, Murie! resumed her duties as a stewardess,
. Stuart’s enthusiastic to pursue a beautiful future with his new young wife.
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20 My nephew had a manual occupation for years before becoming a communications

executive,

3.25.11 Dialogue

A: The yoga instructor you recommended is useless,
B Nottrue. I gueued all day to see that beautifl new yoga teacher.

A: “New’ is true, and she’s cute too, but she’s a young student and knew very few

moves.

B: Youcan do yoga with any old guru. / prefer to spend a few hours with a beautiful young

tutor.

3.26 Yoiced labial-velar approximant /w/

3.26.1 Description

Voiced labial-velar median approximant, With the soft palate raised, the back of the tongus -
approaches the soft palate, but not close enough to cause friction, and, simultaneously, the
lips round. This is the same articulation as for a close back rounded vowel; therefore, [w] can
alternatively be described as a glide from the [u] position. If the following vowel is open, the .
approximation to the soft palate is less close, equating to a glide from an opener position, for:
example [u]. /w/ is a double articulation consisting as it does of two strictures of equal rank:.

velar and labial approximants.

3.26.2 Spelling

<w> wait, world, awake

<wh> whale, white, whether, what, where, when, which, why
<qu> = /kw/ quite, query, acquire ‘

<ngu> = /ngw/ anguish, language, linguistics

<su> = fsw/ assuage, persuade, suede, suite

@ ”_'_‘_,_,_,WPO

Figure 3.23 English /w/: sequence /wp/ as in wash. The diagram shows the approximate
change in tongue shape. Since /w/ is a semi-vowel, it can be indicated on a vowe
diagram.
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Note that <w> is silent in who, whose, whole, whore, answer, sword, two, Greenwich, Ber-
wick, and the second <w> in Warwick. <w> in initial <wr> is also silent, e.g. wrack, wrangle,
wrap, wrath, wreak, wreath, wreck, wreckage, wren, wrench, wrest, wrestle, wretch, wretched,
wriggle, wring, wrinkle, wrist, write, writer, writhe, wrong, wrofe, wrought, Wrung, wry,

3.26.3 Word-initial

one, wafer, wage, wagon, waist/waste, wait, wake, walk, wall, wallet, wander, want,
war, wardrobe, warm, wash, wasp, watch, water, wave, wax, way, weak/week, wealthy,
weapon, wear/where, weather, web, wedding, wedge, weed, weight, well, went, west, wet,
wheel, while, whip, whistle, white, why, wide, wife, wig, wild, will, win, windy, window,
wine, wing, wink, winter, wipe, wire, wish, witch, wolf, woman, wonder, wood, wool,
word, work, world, worm, worry, worse, wound (n.), wound (past tense of wind), squad,
square, squash, squeeze, squid, suede, suite/sweet, swallow, swim, swan, swap, swear,
sweat, sweep, swing

3.26.4 Word~-medial

awake, award, aware, away, awoke, backward, beware, farewell, firewood, foreword, for-
ward, haywire, highway, keyword, kiwi, leeway, microwave, motorway, otherwise, paper-
weight, paperwork, reward, seaweed, towards, awkward, banquet, colloguial, conquest,
equal, frequent (adj.}, liguid, sequence, distinguish, extinguish, language, penguin

3.26.5 Devoicedlfricative

- twaddle, twang, tweak, tweed, tweet, tweezers, twelve, twice, twenty, twiddle, twig, twi-

light, twin, twinkle, twirl, twist, twitter, between, quack, quaint, qualification, qualify, qual-

- ity, quantity, quarrel, quarry, queen, queer, query, quest, question, guestionnaire, quick, quiet,

quilt, quit, quite, quiver, quiz, quota, quote, choir, acquaintance, acquire, enquire, equipment,

- request, require

3.26.6 Multiple

westward, one-to-one, one-way, quick-witted, swimwear, twenty-one, walkway, wall-to-
wall, watchword, waterway, waterworks, waxwork, wayward, weather-worn, well-wisher,
well-worn, werewolf, whirlwind, whitewash, wickerwork, wigwam, wishy-washy, wood-
wind, woodwork, woodworm, word-for-word, world-weary, worthwhile

3.26.7 Phrases

;. words of wisdom, wide awake, win an award, well aware, a farewell banquet, without equal,

well equipped, watch your language, liquid waste, a qualified midwife, the motorway net-
work, an awkward question, win a quiz, a railway worker, a white swan, work up a sweat,
& quick swim, swing backwards and forwards, well worth the wait, a walk-in wardrobe,
wonderfully warm weather, lukewarm water, the way forward, whatever the weather, a white
wedding, watch one’s weight, weird and wonderful, a welfare worker, a wishing well, a
wealthy widow, wear a wig, white wine, wit and wisdom, wither away, wise words, walk to
work, wakey wakey
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3.26.8 Sentences

When it’s wet, wear waterproof wellies.

Why worry about the weather, Edward?

William was wounded twice in World War I

Wayne would do well to watch his language.

Gwen wore a white wig at the awards banquet.

1 frequently quoted my wife’s words of wisdom.

We watched the whales with wide-eyed wonder.

Wendy’s unquestionably a woman of the world.

The women wept and wailed when he went away.

10 We were wondering why she guarrelled with the midwife.

11 Woollen sweaters shouid be washed with lukewarm water.

12 Gwyneth was woken up by the squeak of the wagon wheels.

13 The quality of his work’s without equal in the Western world.

14  We watched the swimmers weave their way through the water.

15 Swansea City acquired an away-win over Watford this weekend.

16 The walkers watched the white-crested waves sweep towards them.
17 Wearing a turquoise swimsuit, she waded waist-deep into the water.
18 The watermelons were sweet, mouth-watering and thirst-quenching.
19 Walter switched between wanting to be a waiter and a welfare worker.
20 Watching wildlife in the wonderful tranguillity of the woods was rewarding,
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3.26.9 Dialogue

A: Why won’t you wear the woolly sweater { made you?
B: Ttchy wool is the worst thing in the world.

A: It’s wonderfully warm on windy days.

B:  Well, if you want, I’ll wait until winter and wear it then.
Non-semivowels

3.27 VYoiced alveolar lateral approximant /I/

3.27.1 Description

Voiced alveolar lateral approximant. With the soft palate raised, the tip of the tongue formsa.

central closure with the alveolar ridge. One or both sides of the tongue are lowered, allowin
the airstream to pass around the central obstruction. In non-prevocalic position, a velarise
allophone is used (except before /j/).

3.27.2 Speliing

<> look, alone, elephant, build, bold
<le> little, saddle, tackle, vile
<1k vanilla, builet, wall
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J

“Figure 3.24 Left: English clear /I/. Right: dark /1/ showing velarised tongue shape.The arrow

indicates that the airstream escapes over the jowered sides of the tongue,

Frgure 3.25 Mouth viewed from the front. Left: tongue sides lowered for lateral /I/. Right:

tongue sides raised for non-lateral consonants.

ote that <I> is silent in calm, palm, colonel, half, salmon, baulk, chalk, folk, Norfolk, Suf-

_:folk, talk, walk and yolk and sometimes in almond. <I> is also silent in could, should, would.
- Otherwise, <I> is pronounced, e.g. cold, field, told, milk, silk.

13.27.3 Pre-vocalic

farm, alert, alien, allergy, allow, alone, along, aloud, analyse, apology, balance, belief, belly,

.béiong, bellow, bullet, bully, careless, ceiling, celery, cellar, collar, collect, college, colour,
- darling, delay, delicate, delight, deliver, early, elephant, follow, gallery, garlic, hollow, jelly,
. lady, lake, lamb, lamp, land, lane, large, last, late, laugh, law, leaf, leak, leap, learn, leave,
.f_leﬂ lend, lesson, letter, lick, lid, life, lift, light, like, limit, line, lip, Hst, load, loaf, lock,

g, long, look, lose, loss, loud, love, luck, melon, pillow, pilot, relax, relief, salad, shailow,

silence, solid, trolley, vanilla, wallet, yellow

._3.27.4 Pre-consonantal

album, balcony, bald, belt, bold, build, bulb, bulk, child, cold, culture, elbow, field, film, fold,
gold, guilty, heaithy, help, melt, mild, old, result, shelf, shelter, silk, silver, solve, vulgar,

- wild, wolf, world
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3.27.5 Pre~pausal

aisle, all, appeal, ball, bell, bill, boil, bull, call, canal, cereal, chili, cool, crawl, curi, detail;
doll, drill, dull, fall, feel, file, fool, girl, hall, heal/heel, hill, howl, xll kneel, meal, mile, naﬂ.
oil, owl, pale, pearl, pill, pull, roll, rule, school, seal, sell, shell, skill, small, smell, smilg;
soil, speli, spill, steal/steel, still, style, tail, tall, tell, thrill, tool, trail, wall, well, wheel, whﬂe

3.27.6 Clipped

alp, gulp, help, kelp, pulp, scalp, whelp, yelp, asphalt, assault, belt, Celt, cobalt, colt, dealt;
defanlt, exalt, exult, fault, insult (v.), jilt, jolt, lilt, melt, pelt, quilt, result, revolt, salt, silt, stilt,
tilt, vault, volt, bulk, elk, hulk, ik, milk, silk, skulk, sulk, talc, whelk, belch, filch, mulch',f
zilch, elf, golf, gulf, self, wolf, filth, health, stealth, wealth, pulse, impulse, Welsh

3.27.7 Full length vs. clipped

bold/bolt, billed/built, culled/cult, doled/dolt, dwelled/dwelt, felled/felt, guild/guilt, hilled/
hilt, killed/kilt, knelled/knelt, manled/malt, mould/moult, smelled/smelt, spelled/spelt,
spilled/spilt, willed/wilt, spoiled/spoilt, shelve/shelf, Ls/else, falls/false '

3.27.8 Devoiced/fricative

place, plain/plane, plan, planet, plank, plant, plaster, plastic, plate, play, player, pleasant,
please, pleasure, plenty, plot, plough, plug, plum, plumber, plump, plural, plus, claim, clap;
class, claw, clay, clean, clear, clever, click, client, cliff, climate, climax, clinic, clip, cloak
clock, cloth, clothes, cloud, clover, clown, club, clue, clutter

3.27.9 Mulhiple

absolutely, alcohol, calculate, fulfil, legal, leaflet, level, lilac, lily, little, local, lonely, muin—
ply, lovely, loily, landlord, likely, lively

3.27.10 Phrases

install an alarm, low alcohol, mentally alert, call an ambulance, a letter of apology, polite
applause, fall asleep, well balanced, a golf'ball, a commonly held belief, demolish a building,
a light bulb, a burglar alarm, lovely and clean, loud and clear, look for clues, live in exile, full
of flavour, follow blindly, feel like a fool, wild garlic, a village hall, a call for help, manuat
labour, learn a language, built to last, a silent letter, lift the lid, flashing lights, drill for oil,
swallow a pill, a helicopter pilot, learn to relax, fill shelves, build a shelter, a wall of silence,
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I’s a sleepy little village in the Welsh hills.

Luke told me he’d fill me in on the details later.

The tail of Allan’s plane was filled with butlet holes.

Malcolm was too lazy to consult the assembly manual.

The level of alcohol in his blood was below the legal limit.

These animals will curl up or roll into a ball when it’s cold.

Carol volunteered to help children with learning difficulties.

Nicola chuckled softly to herself and then lapsed into silence.

Piease familiarise yourselves with all the rules and regulations.
Michael has the ability to tackle problems from unusual angles.
Lesley published a collection of scholarly articles on linguistics.

The walls of the local library were lined with black steel shelves.

It was a cold-blooded killing of a defenceless eleven-year-old girl,
The old building was badly damaged and subsequently demolished.
Lucy felt overwhelmed with guilt for leaving her family in the lurch.
In this lesson the pupils will learn about the life cycle of the butterfly.
The council apologised for the delay in replying to Linda’s complaint.
Dylan’s accurnulated wealth allowed him to live a life of luxury and leisure.

'3.27.12 Dialogue

d like a little less salt and garlic in my meal next time, please.

: Certainly. You clearly have a delicate palate.

P've lived for eleven years on salad and mineral water.

your mind!

- 3.28 Voiced post-alveolar approximant /r/

©3.28.1 Description

B Well, that’s healthy but slightly bland. Help yourself to trifle. It’s delicious. It’l blow

Voiced post-alveolar approximant [1]. With the soft palate in the raised position, the tip of
the tongue approaches the rear of the alveolar ridge, but doesn’t get close enough to canse
- turbulence. The centre of the tongue is lowered, giving rise to the distinct hollowing of the
tongue characteristic of /t/, and the sides are held in contact with the upper back teeth, Weak
lip-rounding is also frequently present.

3.28.2 Spelling

<g> rich, horizon, very

<> terrific, carrot, worry, error

<wr> wrap, write, wrong, playwright

<rh> rhyme, rhubarb, rhotic, rhythm, rhapsody, rhinoceros

solid silver, a lack of skill, tall and slim, a cold spell, a dwindling supply, a bulging wallet,
a lone wolf

3.27.11 Sentences

1 Oliver's planted fields full of sunflowers.

2 The local police were placed on full alert. Note that <r>> is silent in iron, arent, werent.
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Figure 3.26 English /r/.

3.28.3 Word-initial

rabbit, radio, rain, raise, random, rare, rate, rather, reach, read, ready, reason, receive, recenf,
recover, red, reduce, refer, reflection, region, regret, regular, refative, relax, release, reli
rely, remember, remind, remove, rent, repeat, report, resign, respect, rest, result, retire,

return, revenge, reverse, reward, rice, rich, ride, right, ring, river, road, rob, roll/role, roof,

room, rope, rose, rough, round, rule, run, race, rack, recipe, reckon, rhyme, ribbon, rxgld
ripe, root, rub, rude, rug, rush

3.28.4 Word-medial

appearance, area, arid, arrange, arrest, arrive, arrogant, arrow, barrier, berry/bury, borit

borrow, career, carrot, carry, cereal, charity, cherry, correct, curry, diary, encourage, error,

ferry, flourish, foreign, forest, forever, guarantee, hero, horizon, horror, hurry, jury, marry,
merry, mirror, narrow, orange, parent, parrot, safari, scary, series, sorry, story, terrific, te

ror, worry, afraid, agree, corridor, corrupt, giraffe, hungry, kangaroo, lorry, miracle, parade;

parallel, perish, weary

3.28.5 Devoiced/fricative

precious, present (n.), press, pretty, price, pride, print, prison, prize, problem, profit, prom-
ise, proof, proper, practice, pray, crab, crack, craft, crash, cream, crease, credit, creep, crew,
crime, crisis, critic, cross, crowd, crude, crumb, cry, crystal

3.28.6 Phanetic affricates /tr dr/

trace, track, trade, traffic, tragic, trail, train, traitor, tram, tramp, trance, trap, trauma,

travel, trawl, tray, tread, treason, treasure, treat, tree, trek, trench, trend, tribe, trick, trim,
trip, trolley, trophy, trouble, trousers, true, trunk, trust, truth, try, attract, betray, nutmmn,
patrol

draft, drag, dragon, drain, draw, dread, dream, dress, dribble, drill, drink, drip, drive, drone,
drop, drown, drug, drum, dry, address
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'3,28.7 Multiple

abracadabra, appropriate, aristocrat, bridegroom, characteristic, dreary, fragrant, frustration,
rapeﬁ'mt paragraph, primary, program, progress {n.), raindrop, rarity, rearrange, recruit,
referee, regret, represent, strawberry

3,28.8 Phrases

feach an agreement, a practical approach, an area of interest, an arrest warrant, a broken
arrow, break through a barrier, fresh bread, a breath of fresh air, a railway bridge, a promis-
ing career, red cherries, bribery and corruption, provoke criticism, correct an error, remain
friends, ripe fruit, room for improvement, raw materials, proud parents, the root of the prob-
lemn, a progress report, private property, a roof rack, torrential rain, on the road to recovery,
fear of rejection, friends and relations, rest and relaxation, a rude remark, repeated requests,
pioneering research, in every respect, recently restored, a rough ride, run a risk, red roses,

“rural surroundings, a reign of terror

3,28.9 Sentences

What was the real reason for the break-up of their marriage?

We reserve the right to refuse unreasonable requests.

Margaret bore a striking resemblance to her mother and brother.

Gerry refused to sacrifice his principles to improve his prospects.
Their receptionist was unprofessional, arrogant and downright rude.
Brian’s on the road to recovery after suffering a serious brain injury.
Fear of rejection can result in very destructive behavioural problems.
The Central Library’s recently been restored to its original appearance,

.9 Throughout her career Harriet was troubled by moral and religious scruples.

10 'The respondents had to rank their favourite beverages in order of preference.
11 Terry drew up a strategy for the recovery and growth of the region’s industry.
12 Controlled experiments should preferably be carried out by trained researchers.

13 Reading improves children’s comprehension, vocabulary, grammar and writing,

14 We browsed through the free travel brochures for countries in Central America.
15 There was a dramatic decrease in the number of residents with a graduate degree,
16 T'm intrigued by the story of Andrew’s heroic struggle to provide for his offspring.

=17 My parents are from Russia, and we can trace our roots through several generations.

18 Contrary to the predictions, the interest rates have risen during the period under review.
19 Lawrence hurried out of the room amid a chorus of protest from the angry unruly crowd.
20 Theresults of Roger’s research and his recommendations are summarised in a brief report.

3.28.10 Dialogue

Is it right or wrong to use intrusive /t/ in English?

Is it really a matter of right or wrong? You very frequently hear it in the media and on radio.
Should foreign learners practise such pronunciations?

It’s probably not very important to try to either avoid or imitate intrusive /r/. Foreign
learners generally have more pressing pronunciation problems to worry about.
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i ided a range of examples of phrases and
3.28.11 Distribution of fr/ as quite @ lot of silent letiers. Below we have provided a rang

non-r t h H . [ . . . .

e.g. card, car (sections 2.14.7 and 5.4). However, /t/ is sounded before a vowel, both
the word (e.g. very, red) and across a word boundary (termed /r/-liaison), as in four applas

(see section 12.4), In the sections below, the occurrences of <> that are not pronounced hgy;
been crossed out.

"3‘:'2§ | Phrases containing silent letters (shown in bold-faced type)

i i i foreign debt, a slight doubt, ascending
- avhausting climb, like lambs to the slaughter, ‘ . :
an 'e}};:?s iistgn in fascination, calf muscles, roughly aligned, a tough ass%gnm{?nt, the rlghtfll.lli
ki Ei? a do’ubtful honour, eight hours, wheeled vehicles, knead dough, bright lights, through-
- hell,

. : ; i ight,
3.28.12 <r> in different contexts it the night, right and wrong, human rights campaigners, a resigned sigh, a ghastly sigh

the tefms of an agreement, an area of concemm, the fifst to arrive, bedroom fapniture, Junipey
berries, squate brackets, bread and buttef, break down in teays, shoyt of breath, bricks arigd
moytay, dayk brown, a charity woykey, cayeful consideration, a contradiction in tefms, govery
a country, ayts and crafts, staft a craze, souf cream, a soufce of disagreement, a journey.of
discovery, a maggin of errof, free of chayge, an ayt gallery, pufple grapes, hayd of heariﬁ"”,
peey pressure, work in progress, wafm regayds, mayket reseaych, a mayk of respect, a roge
gayden, a piercing scream, tears of sorrow e

3.28.13 Sentences . ;
In the following sentences the letter <r> is pronounced in some cases and not in others. . 3
4
I Robeyt’s red haif was smeafed with grease. 3
2 The newspapefs afe distributed free of chayge. 6
3 This moyning we reaped the fiyst fruits of ouf labouy. 7
4 We heayd a crack of thundef before it stafted pouring, 8
5 Aftef the way, the chuych was restofed to its foymey glory. 9
6 Unfoftunately, Carol’s caf brakes afen’t working propeyly. 10
7 Teenagers afe frequently vulnerable to peer group pressuye. 1
8 Gregory ignofed Petef’s haysh remarks and woyds of reproach. 12
9 Carol was the fifst to arrive and staft wayming up fof hey wopkout, 13
10

Chaylotte’s a fiery redhead, and Eleanoy has naturally dayk brown haip,
This repoyt provides further infofmation on current reseaych in literacy.

fa—y
it

12 The workshap was a true Jjourney of discovery for everyone concefned. 16
13 Pefey agreed to be Mary’s bridge paytner at the toufnament on Thuysday. 17
14 Erica cried teays of relief when she learned that hey daughtey was unhaymed. 18
15 This playef has an incredible enefgy and enofmous powers of concentration, 19
16 Thefe was a tremendous variety of mushrooms undef the gnatled roots of the tree. 20
17 Thetfe’s no gnarantee that the emeygency measufes will produce the desifed result, 21
18 Catherine adoyes gafdening and is payticularly proud of hef wondefful rose garden. 22
19 We’ve experienced unfofeseen problems and don’t have the resoufces-to ovefcome them. - 23
20

We stress that ouf primary concern is fof the welfaye of the children who are entrusted
to ouf cafe. :

3.29 Silent letters

In the sections above you have practised making the 24 consonants found in GB. For each
consonant we have shown the typical spellings. However, as vou will have seen, English

holesale slaughter, light weight, half an hour, a debt to oﬁ}er writers, spagh'ettx Bolognfase,
e ht up in a ghetto, a gnawing doubt, a half rhyme, thigh muscles, whtsk_ egg whites,
e ed by an architect, a white Christmas, the reigning monarch, whe_t a knife, answer a
ﬁiiglil at the door, a tight knot, a chalk drawing, write a column, fasten tightly

3.29.2 Sentences containing silent letters
(shown in bold-faced type)

Fasten your belt tightly.

Rhys was only half conscious.

Two wrongs don’t make a right.

She answered a knock at the door.

T owe a great debt to other writers,

Leah’s always so high and mighty.

Who cooked this delightful ragout?

You know what I’m talking about!

The sea was strewn with wreckage.

They bought doughnuts in Brighton.

Hugh is a human rights campaigner.

Hannah gave me the thumbs-up sign.

She does all the talking — I just listen.

My right leg was numb from kneeling.

When are you off to the Isle of Wight?

She taught my eight-year-old daughtér.

The weight of slaughtered lambs varies.
Priscilla knew she had right on her side.

I could hear him coughing and wheezing.
Honestly, it’s 100 subtle to be worthwhile.
Shepherd’s pie should be made with lamb.

‘We have a buffet breakfast in half an hour.
She has really wrinkly palms and knuckles.
We caught sight of a white whale in the sea.
Rhinos are being slaughtered for their horas.
The ghost is said to haunt the castle at night.
Noah had lost multiple limbs in bomb blasts.
He couldn’t cut through the gnarled tree trunk.
She couldn’t stand the sight of garden gnomes.
The psychologist wrestled with his conscience.
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31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
32
33
54
55
56
57
58
39
60
61
62

He couldn’t answer two of the eight questions.

She was brought up in a ghetto in Birmingham.

He was asthmatic and often coughed up phlegm.

The scent of a calm autumn’s night filled the air.

He sang a solemn hymn and then knelt in prayer.

Whisk the egg whites and add them to the dough.

Sarah usually wrote down her thoughts in rhyme.

Rhonda’s teeth were white and perfectly straight.

1 have a grade two injury in my right calf musele.

I baulked at the thought of walking alone at night.

I"'m writing an assignment on the history of ballet.

He acknowledged receipt of the written comments.

The frame of a vehicle’s also known as the chassis.

The kids had a straightforward spaghetti Bolognese.

He finished without the slightest sign of exhaustion.

D’vou know if the raspberry jam’s in the cupboard?

Swords made of iron appear from the Early Tron Age.

She was frightened of being stalked by unknown met.

Louis wore the khaki beret he bought in Rhode Island.
Dwight is a lightweight boxer who comes from Berwick.

My thighs and knees still ached so I couldn’t go climbing.
The bride walked down the aisle carrying a white bouquet.

Mr Walker didn’t have the slightest doubt that he was right.
Hugh caught pneumonia during his trip to the Faroe Islands.
Mr Hughes wrote it as a ghostwriter on behalf of a celebrity.
The bread was made from white and wholemeal wheat flour.
Wrap the bouquet tightly in newspaper and leave it overnight.
Noah walked from Norwich in Norfolk to Dunwich in Suffolk.
He did the graphic design of the catalogues for the two exhibitions.
His eyes glistened in anger but softened at the sight of his daughter.
He wholeheartedly condemns foreign interference in Ghana’s affairs.

These four-wheeled vehicies are designed for trekking through rough terrain.

Chapter‘ 4

Practice

Consonant contrasts

This chapter provides practice in distinguishing between pairs of consonants which learners
tend to confuse. The exercise material includes minimal pairs demonstrating the contrast in
word-nitial, word-medial and word-final positions, and words, phrases and sentences con-
taining both sounds. The numbers in the table indicate the sections containing the contrasts.
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4.1 Voiceless bilabial plosive /p/ vs. voiced
bilabial plosive /b/
4.1.1 Minimal pairs

a} Word-initial
pack/back, pad/bad, pair/bare, palm/balm, pan/ban, park/bark, pat/bat, patch/batch;

path/bath, paw/bore, pawn/born, pay/bay, pea’bee, peach/beach, peak/beak_
peg/beg, pest/best, pet/bet, pie/buy, pig/big, pill/bill, pin/bin, pit/bit, pole/bowl,

port/bought, post/boast, pride/bride, puil/buli, pump/bump, punch/bunch, push/
bush
by Word-final
cap/cab, cup/cub, hop/hob, lap/lab, mop/mob, nip/nib, rip/rib, pup/pub, rope/robe, slap/
slab, swap/swab, tap/tab, tripe/tribe
¢}  Word-medial

ample/amble, crumple/crumble, dapple/dabble, nipple/nibble, rapid/rabid, s;mple/sym:

bol, staple/stable, repel/rebel (v.)

4.1.2 Words with Ip/ and bl _
acceptable, capable, clipboard, culpable, disposable, hipbone, incapable, paintbrush, paper-

back, pebble, placebo, playboy, portable, possible, postbox, powerboat, probe, problem, pro-
hibit, proverb, pub, public, publish, punchbag, scrapbook, superb, abrupt, bishop, backpack

backup, bauleship, beep, blueprint, bookshop, bump, burp, subgroup, webpage

4.1.3 Phrases

a humble apology, a baseball cap, a broken cup, a bunch of grapes, a park bench, a birthday

party, a bus pass, a bald patch, bits and pieces, break a promise, the push of a button, siéep
like a baby, a bus stop, back pain, a paper bag, a picnic basket, a bird of prey, pitch blac
deep blue, a paperback book, a proper job, pipe tobacco, a copper tube

Figure 4.1 English /p/ and /b/ (hold stage),

O ND o8~ ON LA B D DD

Practice: consconant contrasts 97

4.1.4 Sentences

Pete’s behaviour’s simply beneath contempt.

Belinda responded with a barely audible whisper.

Patrick bought bananas, pears and a bunch of grapes.

This report’s based on people’s subjective experiences.

My husband’s mobility has improved by leaps and bounds.

Reasonable expenses will be reimbursed by your employer.

Belinda dabbed some perfume on her temples and collarbone.

The company embarked on a programme to help the disabled.

Would you prefer baked or boiled potatoes with your pork chops?

This appealing book bears the unmistakable stamp of personal observation.

4.2 Yoiceless alveolar plosive /t/ vs. voiced
“alveolar plosive /d/

4.2.1 Minimal pairs

a) Word-initial
tail/dale, tame/dame, tangle/dangle, tank/dank, tart/dart, taunt/daunt, tear (r;p)/dare tear
(from the eye)/dear, ten/den, tense/dense, tie/die, time/dime, tin/din, tip/dip, tire/
dire, toe/dough, torab/doom, ton/done, two/do, torn/dawn, town/down, train/drain,
trawl/drawl, tread/dread, trench/drench, trip/drip, trout/drought, trudge/drudge,
true/drew, trunk/drunk, try/dry, tuck/duck, tusk/dusk

b)) Word-final

bat/bad, beat/bead, bent'bend, bet/bed, bit/bid, bolt/bold, bought/bored, bright/bride,
brought/broad, built/build, cart/card, caught/cord, coat/code, cot/cod, debt/dead,
eight/aid, fate/fade, feet/feed, fought/ford, fright/fried, great/grade, greet/greed,
grit/grid, hat/had, heart/hard, height/hide, hit/hid, hurt/heard, knot/ned, lent/lend,
fight/lied, mate/made, mat/mad, ought/awed, pat/pad, plate/played, rate/raid, right/
ride, root/rude, rot/rod, sat/sad, seat/seed, sent/send, set/said, sight/side, slight/slide,
slit/slid, sort/sword, spent/spend, squat/squad, tent/tend, tight/tide, thought/thawed,

. Figure 4.2 English /t/ and /d/ (hold stage).
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threat/thread, wait/wade, want/wand, wheat/weed, white/wide, write/ride, wroig

road .

¢) Word-medial :
centre/sender, title/tidal, traitor/trader, bitter/bidder, greater/grader, hurtle/hurdle, kitty,
kiddy, latter/ladder, maternity/modernity, litre/leader, matter/madder, metal/medal
otter/odder, petal/pedal, shutter/shudder, utter/udder, water/warder, whiten/widén
writer/rider

4.2,2 Words with It/ and 1d/

attitude, antidote, astounding, attend, contend, contradict, devoted, gratitude, instead

intend, introduce, leotard, meltdown, standard, tap-dance, teardrop, teddy, tedious, tide

tidy, timid, tired, toad, today, trade, tradition, accident, adult, bandit, bloodshot, dart, da

date, daughter, debt, decent, decorate, defeat, delicate, delight, dent, dentist, department

detail, determined, devoted, dictator, diet, dirty, disaster, distant, donate, dot, doubt, du;

edit, idiot, modest R grave, crease/grease, crew/grew, crime/grime, crow/grow, crumble/grumble, curl/
girl

Word-final

back/bag, buck/bug, clock/clog, dock/dog, duck/dug, knack/nag, leal/league, lock/log,
muck/mug, peck/peg, pick/pig, pluck/plug, rack/rag, sack/sag, snack/snag, stack/
stag, tack/tag, tuck/tug, wick/wig

}  Word-medial

2. anchor/anger, ankle/angle, bicker/bigger, delicate/delegate (n.), mucky/muggy, nickel/

: niggle, tinkle/tingle, vicar/vigour, decree/degree

4,2.3 Phrases

a dinner table, a sad tale, a team leader, crocodile tears, tooth decay, dead tired, from head
10 toe, garden tools, a court order, today’s date, as fit as a fiddle, a fruit salad, neat and tidy
a red carpet, bread and butter, drinking water, a dead-end street, a cloud of dust, a reading
list, the dim and distant past, get out of bed, an identity card, a gifted child, a tap dancer, at’z
later date, day and night, sit at a desk, attention to detail, a dinner party, a bitter divorce, cas
a shadow, wit and wisdom T

_ 4.3.2 Words with (kI and Ig/
4.2.4 Sentences b 'ckgammon, backlog, cardigan, cargo, catalogue, cog, colleague, congratulate, foxglove,

1 The two methods yielded identical results. kangaroo, keg, kilogram, recognise, agriculture, eggeup, exact, exotic, galaxy, garlic, geek,

2 After dinner we headed to the historic city centre. gherkin, graphic, magnetic, neglect, organic

3 My elder sister’s as blind as a bat and as deaf as a doorpost. B

4 1t happened in the dim and distant past and is best forgotten. G

5 The leadership team decided to treat if as an isolated incident. 4‘3'3 Phrases

6 What's the difference between word stress and sentence stress? in confidence, forget to ask, a dog basket, a card game, close together, a mug of coffee,

7 Katie and her husband, Peter, are in the middie of a bitter divorce. tegular contact, a golf course, hugs and kisses, beginner’s luck, a gap in the market, a rock

£ Hundreds of students have benefited from Derek’s wit and wisdom. garden, a closely guarded secret, work in progress, a weak argument, a stomach bug, a duck

9 Donald did a master’s degree in statistics at the University of Sheffield. . egg, key figures, sticky fingers, computer games, a gas leak, a security guard, a lucky guess,
10 For breakfast we were served a delicious fruit salad, home-made bread and hot tea.

kind regards, a catchy slogan, sugar cubes

4.3 Voiceless velar plosive /k/ vs. voiced velar plosive /g/ :'4_.3.4 Sentences

1 Agnes just scraped through her chemistry exam.

Gary caught a glimpse of the cat burglar in action.

The candidates must have a good command of English.

We recommend the guided walk through the botanical gardens.

She picked up a copy of a yoga magazine at the local supermarket.
Gwen was commissioned to think of a catchy slogan for the goif club.

4.3.1 Minimal pairs

a}  Word-initial

cage/gauge, calorie/gallery, came/game, cane/gain, cap/gap, card/guard, cause/gauze
cave/gave, class/glass, clue/glue, coal/goal, coast/ghost, coat/goat, cold/gold, come.
gum, cot/got, could/good, crab/grab, craft/graft, crane/grain, crate/great, crave

T LD
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7 Keith compiled a comprehensive bibliography in cognitive Hoguistics.
8 I’ve been asked to give a lecture at the School of Agriculture in August.
9 Chris comported himself with great dignity and integrity during the crisis.
10 Secret negotiations were conducted between the kidnappers and the government,

4.4 VYoiceless palato-alveolar affricate /ff/ vs. voiced
paiato-alveolar affricate /dg/

4.4,1 Minimal pairs

a)  Word-Initial
chain/lane, charfjar, cheer/jeer, cheese/Gs, cherry/jerry, chess/Jess, chest/jest, Chester/
jester, chew/Jew, chin/gin, chive/jive, choice/Joyce, choke/joke, chore/jaw, chunk/junk
b} Word-final
batch/badge, cinch/singe, etch/edge, aitch/age, larch/large, lunch/lunge, march/Marge,
- match/Madge, perch/purge, retch/Reg, rich/ridge, search/surge
¢} Word-medial
lecher/ledger

4.4.2 Words with Itfl and I3/

challenge, charge, congestion, conjecture, digestion, gesture, stagecoach, suggestion

4.4.3 Phrases

a cheerful subject, a branch manager, a cabbage patch, a challenging question, a cham=
pion jockey, a change of strategy, a charming cottage, the chief surgeon, a coach joumey,;
a college lecturer, cultural heratage a digital watch, a gentle touch, a huge challenge,
huge statue, a job search, a juicy cherry, a large batch, a major change, a strange mixture;
cottage cheese, free-range chicken, Punch and Judy, broach a subj ect, capture the imagi-
nation, change the subject, check your luggage, choose a jury, join in the chase, 1aunch-
a project

Figure 4.4 English /{/ and /d&/. Left: hold stage. Right: release with homorganic friction. Note
trumpet-shaped lip-rounding.

WD OO Y O U S WD ) o

—_
<

Practice: consonant contrasts 10}

. 4.4.4 Sentences

Richard’s major subject’s cultural anthropology.

Jeff was a branch manager for a regional furniture chain.

Jim wouldn’t budge an inch until Charlie had apologised.

They launched a research project on agricultural drainage.

The teenagers were charged with cheating in a geography project. &
Gemma has a thatched cottage in a picturesque village in Cheshire.

We checked in our luggage and then trudged to the departure lounge.

Judith cringed when she approached the torture chambers and dungeons.

There was a large beech hedge around the vegetable patch and the charming orange
orchard.

Joe indulged in a chicken and spinach sandwich while Gina munched on the juicy sump-
tuous cherries.

4.5 VYoiceless labio-dental fricative /f/ vs. voiced labio-

~ dental fricative /v/

4.5.1 Minimal pairs

Figure 4.5 English /f/ and /v/.

Word-initial

fairy/vary, fail/veil, fan/van, fast/vast, fat/vat, fault/vault, fear/veer, fee/V, ferry/very,
feud/viewed, few/view, fewer/viewer, figure/vigour, file/vile, fine/vine, fuse/views,
final/vinyl

Word-final

belieffbelieve, calficalve, griefigrieve, halfthalve, leaffleave, life/live (adj.), offfof,
proofiprove, reliefirelieve, safe/save, shelffshelve, staffistarve, strife/strive, surf/
serve, thief/thieve

Word-medial

deafen/Devon, infantry/inventory, reference/reverence, rifle/rival, safer/saver, shuffle/
shovel, sniffle/snivel, surface/service, confection/convection, defied/divide, defies/
devise, define/divine, infest/invest, refuse/reviews, wafer/waiver
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4.5.2 Words with [fl and v/

aftershave, defective, defensive, definitive, effective, favour, festive, fever, five, flavour, for
ever, forgive, leftover, offensive, hovercraft, overdraft, overflow (v.), verify

4.5.3 Phrases

family values, a grave face, feel very faint, a devoted fan, live in fear, a moveable feast, view
ing figures, wave a flag, reveal a flaw, invest in the future, a carving knife, living proof, av
difference, a valiant effort, a gift voucher, an attractive offer, free advice, a safe altematlve
a fascinating conversation, drive carefully, full of flavour, a fove affair, a fast- ﬁowmg rive;
at face value, perfect vision

4.5.4 Sentences

Frank’s funeral service was very moving.

It’s November, and the leaves are falling fast.

My friend Valerie finally finished her first novel.

1t’s a fascinating film about love and forgiveness.

We deliver fresh fruit and vegetables in refrigerated vans.

My boyfriend and I visited the dolphins on Friday evening.

The university professors eventually resolved their conflict.

It definitely isn’t difficult to find vegetarian food in Vietnam.

Phil vented his frustration at their failure to develop an effective vaccine,
It was painfully obvious to everyone that Phoebe had given false evidence.

C W ee W R W e
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4.6 Yoiceless dental fricative /0/ vs, voiced
derital fricative /8/

4.6,1 Minimal pairs

a}  Word-initial
thigh/thy
b) Word-final
ioath/loathe, mouth (n.)/mouth (v.), wreath/wreathe, sheath/sheathe, teeth/teethe

Figure 4.6 English /0/ and /3/.
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4.6.2 Phrases

gather strength, breathe through your mouth, threaten to withdraw, without further thought,
rather pathetic, further south, gather your thoughts

.4.6.3 Sentences

Matthew and his grandfather withdrew from the throng.

Pleather’s a type of synthetic leather made of polyethylene.

Without further thought Dorothy ruthlessly threw out all ker clothes.

Catherine made a healthy smoothie to soothe Elspeth’s throbbing throat.

Edith gathered the strength to tell Martha the truth about her father’s death.

The three of us loathed his pathetic blather about the ethics of youth athletics.
Further north a path threads its way through a wealth of heather-covered heath.

It’s healthiest to breathe in through the nose and to breathe out through the mouth.
1t’s her mother’s seventieth and her brother’s thirty-fifth birthday on the thirteenth.
That godfather of yours is economicatl with the truth; in fact, he lies through his teeth.

4.7 Voiceless alveolar fricative /s/ vs. voiced alveolar
fricative /z/

7.1 Minimal pairs

Word-initial
said/Z, sink/zinc, sip/zip, sown/zone, sue/zoo, sack/Zack

- Word-final

abuse (n.Yabuse (v.), advice/advise, bus/buzz, cease/seize, close (adj.)/close (v.), course/
cause, device/devise, diffuse (adj.)/diffuse (v.), dose/doze, excuse (n.)/excuse (v.),
face/phase, fuss/fuzz, grace/graze, hearse/hers, hiss/his, house (n.Yhouse (v.}, loose/
lose, price/prize, race/raise, rice/rise, use (n.)/use (v.)

Word-medial

looser/loser, muscle/muzzle, precedent/president

tongue shape.
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4,7.2 Words with Isl and Izl 4.8.2 Phrases

Caesar, capsize, centralise, citizen, chastise, criticise, custornise, despise, disclose, dispose, a partial closure, a rash decision, a foolish delusion, social divisions, a population explo-
downstairs, emphasise, exercise, fantasise, missus, salesman, scales, scissors, season, seize, sion, radiation exposure, an occasional flash, a special measure, malicious pleasure, a special
series, size, sneeze, snooze, sometimes, squeeze, summarise, supervise, surprise, business, regime, an unusual shape, national television, a national treasure, a special occasion

cosmos, disaster, possess, residence, resist, zealous, zest

4.8.3 Sentences
4.7.3 Phrases

1 This collection’s a national freasure.
easy access, a surprise announcement, cheese and biscuits, a blessing in disguise, & prison cell, 2 Rlision’s the deletion or omission of a sound.
deserve a chance, a wise choice, a cause for concern, hazard a guess, repossess a house, a recipe 3 The Caucasian patient was rushed to casualty.
for disaster, a poisonous snake, ease of use, a serious accusation, a fierce blaze, & silk blouse, a 4 Make a donation in celebration of a special occasion.
sea breeze, Swiss cheese, cross a desert, a basic design, a strong desire, a contagious disease, pass 5 Overfishing led to the partial closure of the recreation area. .
an exatn, a jealous husband, a jazz singer, a famous phrase, past and present, a jigsaw puzzle, the 6 The conclusion is that education and working conditions are crucial,
voice of reason, powerless to resist, a massive rise, different shapes and sizes, a crystal vase 7 The justification of this action was the prevention of sabotage and espionage.
8§ There was substantial opposition to the introduction of commercial television.
4.7.4 Sentences 9 The revision included the provision of information on legislation and regulations.
. . . . 10 Schadenfreude is the satisfaction or malicious pleasure felt at somebody else’s hardship.

i This mysterious disease spreads easily.

g ?::;;?;;:igﬁg:;iﬁg;ﬁog?g;ﬁﬁon‘ o 4.9 Yoiceless alveolar plosive /t/ vs. voiceless palato-

4 This was my first tantalising glimpse of the islands. . alveolar affricate /tf/

5 James seized the chance to present his ideas to his boss. o

6 The rise in taxes caused widespread resentment among investors. J

7 Sebastian still hasn’t paused to consider the reasons for these rules. ' ' '

8 Zack suffered serious cuts and bruises after the accident last Thursday.

9 The owners were at pains to stress that there were no plans to close the restaurant.
10 The lecturers and students expressed surprise at the news of the dean’s resignation.

4.8 Voiceless palato-alveolar fricative /f/ vs. voiced palato-
alveolar fricative /3/ '
4.8.1 Minimal pairs

Aleutian/allusion, Confucian/confusion, dilution/delusion
Figure 4.9 English 7t/ (hold stage}.

. Figure 4.10 English /f7. Left: hold stage. Right: release with homorganic friction. Note
Figure 4.8 English /fY and /3/. Note trumpet-shaped lip-rounding. trumpet-shaped lip-rounding.
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4.9.1 Minimal pairs

a) Word-initial
talk/chalk, tap/chap, tart/chart, tatty/chatty, tear (rip)/chair, tear (from the eye)/cheer,
tease/cheese, test/chest, tick/chick, till/chill, tin/chin, tip/chip, toes/chose, two/
chew, top/chop, tore/chore
b}  Word-final

art/arch, bat/batch, beat/beach, belt/belch, bent/bench, bit/bitch, cat/catch, coat/coach, .

eat/each, hat/hatch, hit/hitch, hut/hutch, it/itch, knot/motch, mat/match, pat/patch,
pit/pitch, port/porch, rent/wrench, start/starch, tanght/torch, what/watch, wit/which
¢} Word-medial

artery/archery, jester/gesture

4.9.2 Words with It/ and /]l

artichoke, attach, teacher, touch, statue, stitch, stench, torch, forture, twitch, chant, chapter,
chariot, charity, chart, chat, cheat, cheetah, chest, futuristic, merchant, ratchet

4.9.3 Phrases

kitchen table, a chilling tale, Chinese tea, a tennis coach, times have changed, watch your
tongue, a beach towel, a change of heart, market research, a charming cotiage, pitch a tent, -

a stretch of coast, a gift voucher, a witch hunt, a safety catch, a chain of events, cheese on

toast, hot chocolate, an irritating itch, aftend a lecture, a nasty scratch, a satirical sketch, get

in touch

4.9.4 Sentences

Ted can’t stop scratching that irritating itch on his chest.

We got tickets to watch a football match in Ipswich last March.

If you’ve got any questions, don’t hesitate to get in touch with Rachel,

Archie got two bottles of water to quench his thirst in the scorching heat.
Unfortunately the chief of staff didn’t understand the gravity of the situation.

The team coach stressed the importance of a culture based on mutual respect.

Charles was appointed as a research assistant at the University of Manchester,

The concepts and facts from each chapter were checked in a multiple choice test.
Richard's lecture entitled *Climate Challenges in the Twenty-first Century” was fascinating,

O W~ B W)
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4.10 Voiced alveolar plosive /d/ vs. voiced palato-alveolar
affricate /dg/ ’

4.10.1 Minimal pairs

a) Word-initial
dab/jab, dam/jam, day/jay, dearfjeer, debt/jet, dental/gentle, din/gin, dog/jog, door/jaw,
dust/just, dot/jot, dugfiug, dump/jump

That stupid teacher watched the children snatching my daughter’s toys without interfering,

Practice: consonant contrasts |07

Figure 4.11 English /t/ (hold stage}.

Figure 4.12 English /dg/. Left: hold stage. Right: release with homaorganic friction. Note
trumpet-shaped lip-rounding,

b) Word-final
aid/age, bad/badge, chained/change, head/hedge, lard/large, lead (metal)/ledge, paid/
page, posted/postage, raid/rage, rid/ridge, wade/wage
¢} Word-medial
murder/merger, buddy/budgie

4,10.2 Words with /dl and Id3/

adage, advantage, appendage, bandage, bondage, damage, danger, dejected, deluge, deranged,
detergent, didgeridoo, digest (v.), digit, dirge, diligent, discourage, diverge, dodge, dungeon,
indulge, prodigy, agende, frigid, gender, gingerbread, jackdaw, jade, jeopardy, judo, legend,
rigid, tragedy

4.10.3 Phrases

a tragic accident, an adoption agency, a huge advantage, a prestigious award, a ginger beard,
board and lodging, body language, this day and age, encourage debate, a voyage of discovery,
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flood damage, food shortage, a holiday cottage, a change of mood, a range of products, old
age, a hidden agenda, a food allergy, build a bridge, change your mind, a vivid image, breadi

and jam, traditional jazz, a dirty job, a dead language, a sudden urge

4.10.4 Sentences

Jill’s daughter’s studying modern languages at Cambridge.

The older generation finds it hard to adapt to major changes.

The offender managed to avoid jail by pleading self-defence.

Jess denied all knowledge of what had happened to her lodger.

David’s engineering project turned out to be a voyage of discovery.

We stayed in a delightful holiday cottage in the seaside village of Swanage.
Joe just couldn’t understand the difference between adjectives and adverbs,
The original budget was exceeded by an average of a hundred pounds a day.
Dozens of passengers were stranded after floods damaged roads and bridges.
My friend Jenny was injured in a tragic road accident when she was a teenager.

OO0 IO B W N
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4.11 Voiceless palato-alveoclar affricate /ff/ vs. voiceless
palato-alveolar fricative /§/

4.11.1 Minimal pairs

a) Word-initial .
chait/share, chatter/shatter, cheer/sheer, cheat/sheet, cherry/sherry, chin/shin, chip/ship,-

chew/shoe, chop/shop, chore/shore
b)  Ward-final

batch/bash, butch/bush, cateh/cash, crutch/crush, ditch/dish, hutch/hush, latch/lash,
leech/leash, march/marsh, match/mash, much/mush, watch/wash, witch/wish '

4.11.2 Words with Il and [/

archbishop, championship, cherish, childish, situation, pushchair, short-change

Figure 4.13 Ls:xft:'hold stage of English /f/. Right: the release of English /{7 {with homorganic
friction), identical to English /{7, Note trumpet-shaped lip-rounding.
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4.11.3 Phrases

boyish charm, a butcher’s shop, a chain reaction, a chat show, a chip shop, a coach crash, a
crucial match, culture shock, a delicious lunch, a distinguishing feature, a fresh approach,
a short chat, a special feature, an English teacher, cheap champagne, fish and chips, such a
shame, the finishing touch, catch a fish, launch a ship, watch a show, a charity shop, a refresh-
ing change

4.11.4 Sentences

Sean’s childhood shaped his future.

They wished to establish a branch in China.

The lunch special seemed suspiciously cheap.

The fisherman watched anxiously as the shark approached.

Charlie’s donations to the charity shop were much appreciated.

The situation in Massachusetts had changed out of ail recognition.

In March they established an association for the teaching of Dutch.

The British national squash championships were held in Manchester.

There was 3 short discussion on the refationship between nature and nurture,
Rachel put the finishing touches on her translation of the brochure into Czech.
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4.12 Yoiced palato-alveolar affricate /d3/ vs. voiced paiato-
alveolar fricative /3/
4.12.1 Minimal pairs

leston/legion, leisure/ledger

4.12.2 Phrases

an unusual arrangement, the logical conclusion, a majority decision, a dangerous delusion, a
rigid division, a huge explosion, a gentle massage, a visual image, an emergency measure, a
joyous occasion, precision engineering, a major revision

Figure 4.14 Left: hold stage of English /ds/. Right: the release of English /d3/ (with homor-
ganic friction), identical to English /3/. Note trumpet-shaped lip-rounding.
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4.12.3 Sentences

John was injured in the explosion in June.

Jessica’s graduation was a joyous occasion.

Add a generous measure of gin o the ginger ale.

The possessions were split with surgical precision.

Courgettes and aubergines are treasured vegetables.

I was ovetjoyed when a logical conclusion emerged.

Joe challenged the judge’s decision to end supervision.

A strategy was needed for the diffusion of digital television.

Major changes generally have to start with gentle persuasion.

The archasologists salvaged some of the religious treasures of Egypt.
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4.13 VYoiceless lablo-dental fricative /f/ vs. voiceless dental
fricative /8/

4.13.1 Minimal pairs
a}  Word-initial

first/thirst, fin/thin, four/thaw, ford/thawed, fought/thought, Fred/thread, free/three,

freeze/threes, frill/thrill
b Word-final
deaf/death, halffhearth, oaffoath, roof/Ruth
¢} Word-medial
infuse/enthuse

4.13.2 Words with Ifl and 18] ,
afterbirth, aftermath, afterthought, diphthong, facecloth, faith, filthy, footpath, fourth, free-

thinker, froth, life-and-death, monophthong, mouthful, thankful, theft, thief, thoughtful;’

youthful .

Practice: consonant contrasts | ]|

4.13.3 Phrases
thin fabric, a face like thunder, false enthusiasm, monthly fees, a fight to the death, fit and

. healthy, a thermos flask, thick fog, healthy food, lethal force, worth a fortune, a faithful

friend, thick fur, going through a phase, three and a half, a thatched roof, nothing to be afraid
of, a different author, twenty-first birthday, freeze to death, life on earth, farming methods,

follow a path, a funny thing, thoughts and feelings, nothing to offer

4.13.4 Sentences

Cathy filied three thermos flasks with coffee.

Follow the path on the south side of the cliff.

This French Gothic cathedral’s breathtakingly beautiful.

My friend Judith will perform at the theatre festival on Thursday.

There’s a wealth of wildlife in the rainforest, from elephants to panthers.

His frame was thick-set and athletic, but his physical strength was failing.

My nephew’s going through a health food phase and refuses to eat fast food.
Kenneth felt the author was thoroughly confused about the definition of faith.
Edith’s stiff, arthritic fingers made it difficult for her to hold her knife and fork.
Keith threw the pamphlet on the floor and left the office with a face like thunder.
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4.14 Voiced labio-denta!l fricative /v/ vs. voiced dental
fricative /8/

" 4.14.1 Minimal pairs

a) Word-initial

Vs/these, vale/they’ll, van/than, vat/that
b Word-final

loaves/loathes, clove/clothe
¢} Word-medial

fervour/further, Ivor/either

Figure 4.15 Left: Engtish /f/. Right: English 76/

Figure 4.16 Left: English /v/. Right: English /&/.
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4.14.2 Weords with Ivl and 15/

nevertheless, themselves, weathervane

4.14,3 Phrases

breathe heavily, my beloved brother, expensive clothes, a loving father, develop a rhythfh;-
relatively smooth, whatever the weather, with approval, rather clever, a smooth curve, leather:

gloves, further investment, absent without leave, soothe your nerves, a smooth shave, awor-
thy victory, protective clothing

4.14.4 Sentences

Heather has a very overbearing father.

My mother’s mauve velvet clothes are lovely.

Vera advised us to invest in breathable clothes.

My brother ventures out whatever the weather.

Victoria’s smooth voice was soothing and forgiving.

Oliver’s intervention saved them the bother of having to leave Nevada.

They were envious of Steven’s move to a southern province in the Netherfands.

My beloved half-brother voluntarily withdrew in favour of his loud-mouthed rival,
1t was evident that the volunteers loathed the novice’s holier-than-thou behaviour.
They were in seventh heaven when they discovered that their father had survi
unscathed.

[== B Yo R B B e R R A
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4.15 VYoiceless alveolar fricative /s/ vs. voiceless dental
fricative /0/

4.15.1 Minimal pairs

a} Word-initial
symbol/thimble, sank/thank, saw/thaw, sawn/thorn, seam/theme, smk/tluck szgh/thigh"
sin/thin, sink/think, song/thong, sort/thought, sum/thumb

Figure 4.17 Left: English /s/. Right: English /0/.
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-'ngure 4.18 Mouth viewed from the front showing grooved tongue shape for /s/.

b Word-final
eights/eighth, face/faith, force/forth, frost/frothed, gross/growth, miss/myth, moss/
moth, mouse/mouth, pass/path, tense/tenth, truce/truth, use (n.)/youth, worse/

worth

“e) Medial

Essex/ethics, ensues/enthuse, unsinkable/unthinkable

“4.15.2 Words with Is/ and 10/

absinthe, anaesthetic, facecloth, henceforth, hyacinth, locksmith, psychopath, seventh,

““south, stealth, stethoscope, strength, sympathy, amethyst, anthrax, arthritis, atheist, birth-
. place, breathless, enthusiastic, faithless, hypothesis, mathematics, orthodox, pathos, thesau-

rus, thesis, thirsty, thrust, thanks

15.3 Phrases

assessment method, thrown off balance, birthday celebrations, a death certificate, through

“¢hance, the thrill of the chase, a thick crust, strengthen defences, a lengthy description, a thin

face, a thick mist, nothing to say, scared to death, a thin slice, a theme song, speech therapy,

a faithful servant, slow growth, a solemn oath, the tenth century, a central theme, thick-

skinned, stop a thief, a thorough search, a school of thought, a serious threat, a sore throat,
suck your thumb, speak the truth, lost youth, a thick sauce, sick to death

15.4 Sentences

Sue gave birth to a healthy son last Saturday.
Beth was threatened with the sack by the headmaster,
The cathedral’s famous for its seventh-century ceiling,
The circus got an enthusiastic reception in Bath yesterday.
3 Psychologists now think there is such a thing as a sixth sense.
6 The discipline of mathematics develops at a breathtaking pace.
7 Matthew has produced an in-depth study of the symptoms of apathy.
8 I'm sick to death of listening to his hypotheses and unsound theories.
9 The authors stress that this is the least expensive method of assessment.
0 For the past six months I’ve been seeing a speech therapist who specialises in
stammering.
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4.16 VYoiced alveolar fricative /z/ vs. voiced dental fricative /&/

4.16.1 Minimal pairs
4

b
¢

Word-initial

Zen/then

Word-final o
bays/bathe, breeze/breathe, close (v.)/clothe, tease/teethe, whiz/with
Word-medial

wizard/withered

4.16.2 Words with [zl and b/

northerners, others, newsworthy, praiseworthy

4.16.3 Phrases

a worthy cause, rather fuzzy, without realising, breathe easily, resemble your father, a furthe

reason, rather bizarre

Figure 4.19 left: English /z/. Right: English /8/.

Figure 4.20 Mouth viewed from the front showing grooved tongue shape for /z/,

otherwise, theirs, these, those, bothers, breathes, brothers, dithers, feathers, loathes,

4.16.4 Sentences

My mother always wears designer clothes and shoes,

I'oathe her jeans, turquoise blouse and leather blazer.

Although he pretends otherwise, he finds her frresistible.

He believes rhythmic breathing’s a means of minimising anxiety.

Alexander raises funds from many sources to further worthy causes.

His stepfather’s a rhythm and blues and jazz musician from Louisiana,

The weather has hitherto been pleasant for the season, but now it's freezing.
Heather resembles her mother physically with her hazel eyes and frizzy curls.
There was a reasonable breeze, but nevertheless the northern horizon was hazy.
Mr Kenworthy’s transition from Kansas to southern Arizona caused a lot of misery.

[t e B R B NN ¥ R N UL N QY
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mothers - 4.17 Yoiceless alveolar fricative /s/ vs. voiceless palato-

. alveolar fricative /f/

4.17.1 Minimal pairs

at Word-initial
: said/shed, sake/shake, sale/shale, same/shame, save/shave, sealed/shield, seat/sheet,
selffshelf, sell/shell, sigh/shy, sign/shine, sin/shin, single/shingle, sip/ship, sofa/
chauffeur, sock/shock, soccer/shocker, sort/short, sour/shower, sun/shun

igure 4.21 Left: English /s/. Right: English /J7.

re 4.22 Mouth viewed from the front showing grooved tongue shape for /s/.
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b)  Word-final

accomplice/accomplish, ass/ash, fist/fished, furnace/furnish, gas/gash, iris/Irish, le e/-

leash, mass/mash, mess/mesh, Paris/parish, rust/rushed
¢} Word-medial
seesaw/seashore

4.17.2 Words with fs/ and [[]

ambitious, anxious, assurance, atrocious, audacious, cautious, conscious, contentious, de]
cious, gracious, impatience, infectious, luscious, malicious, patience, precious, shamelsss
shoelace, spacious, tenacious, vicious, social, astonish, celebration, censorship, circulation;
concession, conversation, deception, discretion, discussion, disruption, distinguish, spec
essential, establish, expression, horseradish, sachet, sash, seashore, section, session, s%as
slush, Spanish, special, splash, squash, superstition, sushi

4.17.3 Phrases

a modest ambition, rest assured, absolutely astonished, a stiff brush, spare cash, a glass
of champagne, a personality clash, a serious crash, from start to finish, fish soup, nice an
fresh, cast a shadow, a sense of shame, a distinctive shape, a silk sheet, sea shells, seek
shelter, a nasty shock, sensible shoes, an expensive shop, a shop assistant, show business;
a secret wish

4.17.4 Sentences

Tracy’s voice sounded so shrill and sharp.

The ship sailed extremely close to the shore.

Susan was shivering in her short-sleeved shirt.

She pushed and shoved to get the best possible seat.

There wasn’t a shred of evidence for this assumption.

There’s a shuttle bus from the station to the city centre.

The ice fashion show was fabulous from start to finish.

Sharon’s life’s ambition was to be financially successful.

Sheila slipped between the sheets and was asleep in an instant.

The nurse must respect the patient’s wish for confidentiality should th;s
requested. :
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4.18 Yoiced alveolar fricative /z/ vs. voiced
palato-alveolar fricative /3/

4.18.1 Minimal pairs

a) Word-final
baize/beige, ruse/rouge
b} Word-medial
Caesar/seizure, composer/composure, eraser/erasure

Practice: consonant contrasts (17

- Figure 4.23 Left: English /2/. Right: English /3/.

Figure 4.24 Mouth viewed from the front showing grooved tongue shape for /z/.

82 Phrases

a'barrage of criticism, cause a collision, lose composure, cause confusion, a pleasure cruise,

ise decision, an organised excursion, minimise exposure, preserve an illusion, resist an
invasion, easy to measure, a casual observer, rise to the occasion, use persuasion, lose pres-
ige, business as usual

4.18.3 Sentences

Our treasurer has amazing powers of persuasion,
It’s wise to minimise your children’s exposure to television.
3. It was by no means unusual for James to lose his composure.
4 He was imprisoned for espionage activities against the regime.
- The shows, films and television series are categorised by genre.
16" Elizabeth resented her husband’s intrusion into her leisure activities.
- The explosion was caused by soldiers disguised in desert camouflage.
The decision to close the business was met with a barrage of criticism.
Alexander hides his treasured beige Peugeot in the garage, refusing to let me use it.
The excursion to the museums of Rio de Janeiro was a pleasant conclusion to their
cruise to Brazil.
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4.19 VYoiceless bilabial plosive /p/ vs. voiceless 4.19.4 Sentences

labio-dental fricative /f/ Please don’t forget to pay the fifty pound membership fee.

For breakfast Fred typically has porridge and a piece of fruit.

An atmosphere of defeat and hopelessness pervaded the office,

It’s difficult to compare and interpret the findings in these reports.

Pete’s a super sportsman and in fact a former professional golf player.

My friends planned a surprise farewell party when I left the department.

After a bumpy flight over the Alps, we flew safely into one of the Paris airports.

He suffers from an inferiority complex, which explains his fear of public speaking.
We’d be happy to clarify any points of confusion before you make an appointment.
Providing positive feedback to your staff’s a simple procedure but surprisingly effective.

4.19.1 Minimal pairs

a) Word-initial
pace/face, pad/fad, peid/fade, paint/faint, pair/fair, palm/farm, pan/fan, pass/farce'
past/fast, pat/fat, paw/four, pea/fee, peel/feel, pier/fear, pierce/fierce, pig/fig, pile/
file, pill/fill, pine/fine, pit/fit, poke/folk, pond/fond, pool/fool, pork/fork, port/fort:
pound/found, prose/froze, pull/full, pun/fun, purr/fir, put/foot
b) Word-final
carp/calf, cheap/chief, clip/cliff, cop/cough, cup/cuff, harp/half, leap/leaf, ripe/rif
sheep/sheaf, snip/sniff, whip/whiff, wipe/wife
¢} Word-medial
copy/coffee, puppy/puffy, reputation/refutation, supper/suffer, depend/defend
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4,20 Yoiced bilabial plosive /b/ vs. voiced labio-dental
fricative /v/

4.19.2 Words with Ip/ and /! 4.20.1 Minimal pairs

amplify, apostrophe, campfire, proof, grapefruit, helpful, perfect (adj.), leapfrog, perform,
painful, pamphlet, paraffin, paragraph, penknife, platform, powerful, prefer, profession, pro-:
fessor, profile, profit, proof, puffin, shoplift, specify, uplift (v.), coffeepot, fingerprint, ﬁap,
flipper, half-price, off-peak, off-putting, self-pity :

@ Word-initial

bee/V, bail/veil, banish/vanish, bat/vat, beard/veered, beer/veer, bent/vent, best/vest bet/

vet, bigger/vigour, boat/vote, bolt/volt, bow/vow, bowel/vowel, bury/very

b Word-final

curb/curve

¢} Word-mediai

4.19.3 Phrases . ' cupboard/covered, dribbie/drivel, fibre/fiver, marble/marvel, rebel (n.)/revel, sabre/savour
a ditferent approach, fitted carpet, a famous composer, fetch help, hopes and fears, a leap
forward, the front page, pain relief, fresh paint, a fountain pen, a pillow fight, a fish pond, a
gift shop, pull a face, pure fantasy, a pig farm, a deep fear, a feather pillow, an important fea-
ture, plain flour, pet food, a tropical forest, a picture frame, a special friend, a pension fun ;
a passport photo, a petty thief, a proper breakfast, a cup of coffee, a difference of opinion,
for reference purposes

4.20.2 Words with ib/ and Ivi

abbreviate, above, abusive, balaclava, beaver, beehive, behaviour, believe, beverage, brain-
‘wave, brave, observe, obvious, objective, subjective, available, divisible, everybody, invis-
ible, lovable, lovebird, November, overbalance, overboard, proverb, riverbank, riverboat,
“variable, verb, vibrant, vibrate

Figure 4.25 Left: English /p/ (hold stage}. Right: English-/f/. Figure 4.26 Left: English /b/ (hold stage). Right: English /v/.
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4.20.3 Phrases twentieth, amethyst, anaesthetic, apathetic, arithmetic, arthritis, atheist, athlete, authentic,
authority, bathtub, birthrate, breathtaking, mathematics, pathetic, sympathetic, theatre, theft,

a big advantage, a bit of advice, public approval, above average, best behaviour, a book cover, 3 icket, thirsty, thirty, threat, throat, thrust
» > L > »

bitter divorce, a bus driver, rubber gloves, a brief interval, a job interview, a basic level, doubls
vision, a booming voice, live bait, navy blue, a book review, a favourite hobby, reserve a tabls
4.21.3 Phrases

4.20.4 Sentences a bath tap, a tax threshold, a sympathetic teacher, healthy teeth, the umpteenth time, a 4~

bath towel, thigh-length boots, a thin coat of paint, date of birth, eat healthily, a fate worse
than death, fit and healthy, a thank-vou note, a breathtaking sight, a death threat, a thick
- blanket, an enthusiastic amateur, a cathedral city, a thatched cottage, a mythical monster,
- worth the effort, a thing of the past, test a hypothesis, a test of strength, the tenth time,
tel] the truth

This bird has a distinctive curved beak.

The book covers the subject comprehensively.

Bill and Violet had breakfast at their favourite pub.

Toby has a reliable passive vocabulary in Bulgarian.

The boat’ll leave the harbour at seven this evening.

These baked beans are suitable for vegetarians and vegans.

A number of villages were evacuated after the river burst its banks,

In November we celebrated the seventh anniversary of the rugby club.

He made an invaluable contribution to the development of the university.
Elizabeth’s feedback provided a basis for improvements in our environment.

" 4.21.4 Sentences

[ don’t think it’1f fit, but it’s worth a try.

The city’s Gothic cathedral’s a breathtaking sight.

Ruth bought me a guitar as a thirtieth birthday present.

Arthur should do the decent thing and tell her the truth.

Edith gave birth to twins at two-thirty vesterday afternoon.

Thelma wrote a thorough report containing a wealth of detail.

Matthew sent a heartfelt thank-vou letter to his maths teacher.

Agatha tried to determine the birth and death dates of her earliest ancestors.

Elizabeth spent the entire month of August in Gareth’s beautifil thatched cottage,
They co-authored an article on the monophthongs and diphthongs of Estonian in 2013,
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4.21 Voiceless alveolar plosive // vs. voiceless dental fricative /6/

4.21.1 Minimal pairs

a}) Word-initial
tank/thank, taught/thought, team/therne, tie/thigh, tore/thaw, tick/thick, torn/thorn, trash/
thrash, tread/thread, tree/three, true/threw, trust/thrust, fug/thug

b} Word-firal
boat/both, debt/death, fate/faith, fought/fourth, heart/hearth, heat/heath, oat/oath, partf
path, tent/tenth
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4.22 VYoiced alveolar plosive /d/ vs. voiced dental fricative /d/
°4.22.1 Minimal pairs
4.21.2 Words with It and 10/

afterbirth, aftermath, afterthought, antipathy, antithesis, down-to-earth, eighth, eightietﬁ;
fortieth, tooth, truth, stealthy, stethoscope, telepathy, tenth, thirteenth, thirtieth, Timothy,

breed/breathe, Ds/these, dale/they’ll, Dan/than, dare/their, Dave/they’ve, day/they, den/then,
- dough/though, doze/those, header/heather, udder/other, wordy/worthy

Figure 4.27 Left: English /i/ (hold stage). Right: English /6/, 'F_r'gure 4.28 Left: English /d/ (hold stage). Right: English /8/.
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4,22.2 Words with /d/ and [8/

creditworthy, dither, godfather, roadworthy, breathed, brotherhood, fatherhood, foul
mouthed, motherboard, motherhood, notwithstanding, otherworldly, unfathomed, unscathed,
withdraw, withhold, withstand, bathed, blathered, bothered, clothed, fathered, father[and
gathered, loathed, mothered, seethed, smothered, soothed, tethered, weathered, withered

4.22.3 Phrases

abandon altogether, withhold aid, a feather bed, a motherless child, gathering clouds, weath
conditions, a rhythmic dance, gather data, these days, those were the days, a southern dialect,
in a northerly direction, without further discussion, gathering dust, other ideas, a blith
ing idiot, pretend otherwise, a smooth ride, gather speed, breathe deeply, blood brothers, a
devoted father, a doting mother, rather difficult

4.22.4 Sentences

Without further delay they headed in a northerly direction.

Judy’s older brother’s definitely worthy of our admiration.

Blend these dry ingredients together and then add the liquid.

Don’s stupid loud-mouthed father needs his head examined.

They were blood brothers bound together by shared hardship.

David’s a blithering idiot, and it’s absurd to pretend otherwise.

The data for the second study was gathered in the Netherlands.
Heather’s wonderful idea either failed or was abandoned altogether.
Within days his godfather had developed a delightful southern drawl.
Her grandfather was seated behind an old-fashioned leather-topped desk.
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4.23 Voiced alveolar nasal /n/ vs. voiced velar nasal /y/

4.23.1 Minimal pairs

a) Word-final
ban/bang, bun/bung, clan/clang, coffin/coughing, done/dung, fan/fang, gone/gong, k
king, mountain/mounting, pan/pang, pin/ping, puffin/puffing, ran/rang, robin/ro
bing, Ren/wrong, run/rung, sin/sing, son/sung, tan/tang, thin/thing, ton/tongue,
win/wing
b} Word-medial
banner/banget, hand/hanged, wind/winged

4.23.2 Phrases

pain and anguish, a broken ankle, a bank account, financial backing, an enormous bang, a new :
beginning, uneven breathing, winter clothing, a newspaper cutting, an unhappy ending, join

a gang, hang on a minute, an emergency landing, thunder and lightning, earn a living, long. -
enough, a sunny morning, an opening ceremony, extensive reading, singing lessons, strong
enough, sense of timing, native tongue, a wedding present, the animal kingdom, a marching
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Figure 4.29 Lefu English /n/. Right: English /y/.The arrows indicate the escape of the air-
stream through the nose.

band, a strong bond, a growing detnand, distance learning, a young man, a fleeting moment,
a throbbing pain, a frying pan, boiling point, hunting season, a long sentence, spring clean-
ing, train spotting, sparkling wine, slender fingers, the kitchen sink, many thanks, pineapple

© chunks, a pen and ink drawing

4.23.3 Sentences

1 My son Norman earns a living giving singing lessons.

2 Are your parents going to attend the meeting tonight?

3 1t's been raining torrentially with distant thunder and lighéning.
"4 He’s been working morning, noon and night on his writing assignment.

5 Joanna has a charming collection of pen and ink drawings of town scenes.

6 Wendy was waiting for her dancing pariner at the main entrance of the building.

7 John and his girlfriend from Reading are making preparations for their wedding,

8 His children are in a stimulating environment where learning’s fun and exciting,

9 Tve been reading an intensely moving and thought-provoking novel about a lonely teenager.
10 I recommend this exhibition to anyone looking for an inspiring introduction to

nineteenth-century painting.

4.24 VYoiced post-alveolar approximant /r/ vs. voiced labial-

velar approximant /w/

4.24.1 Minimal pairs

a)  Word-initial !
rage/wage, raid/wade, rail/wail, raise/ways, rake/wake, rare/wear, rate/wait, ray/way,
reel/wheel, rent/went, rest/west, rich/which, ride/wide, right/white, rinse/wince, rip/
whip, ripe/wipe, roar/war, rod/wad, room/womb, runfone, wriggle/wiggle, write/
white
b)  Word-medial
array/away
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3 Walter received a serious wound during the war,

4 Wild waves crashed relentlessly against the rocks,

5 Rebecca always pronounces this word incorrectly.

6 Robert wants to go for a quick swim before breakfast.

7 The weather grew progressively worse and unpredictable,

§ The runners were dripping with sweat and screaming for water.

9 Edward broke off a dry twig from the tree and threw it into the well. 4
{'_;0 They carried out the fieldwork in whatever language was natural o the respondents.

.25 Voiced alveolar lateral approximant /l/ vs. voiced

Figure 4.30 English /1/.

)7
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Figure 4.31 English /w/: sequence /wp/ in wash.The diagram shows the approximate chari'g'é
tongue shape, Since /w/ is a semi-vowel, it can be indicated on 2 vowel diagram,

4.24.2 Words with both /vf and Iw/

brainwash, brainwave, breadwinner, breakaway, brickwork, crossword, driveway, everyon
faraway, framework, frequent (adj.), railway, require, request, reservoir, reward, roadworks,
runway, straightaway, throwaway, aquamarine, aquarium, enquiry, equilibrium, mouth-
watering, quarrel, quarry, query, squirrel, warrant, wary, watercress, weary, withdraw, wo

4.24.3 Phrases

choir practice, a farewell appearance, routine paperwork, the correct password, a rheto
cal question, remain quiet, quiz programme, a generous reward, sworn to secrecy, a narow
waist, a war hero, a wrist watch, the wrong way, arrange a wedding, a rich widow, received
wisdom, rotten wood, the right word

igure 4,32 Left: English clear /I/, Right: dark /I/ showing velarised tongue shape.The arrow
indicates that the airstream escapes over the lowered sides of the tongue. Bot-
tom: English /r/.

4.24.4 Sentences

1 Wendy broke down and wept uncontrollably.

. fgure 4.33 Mouth viewed from the front. Left: tongue sides lowered for lateral /I/. Right:
- 2 The three workmen were stripped to the waist. :

tongue sides raised for /r/.
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4.25.1 Minimal pairs

a) Word-initial S
lace/race, lack/rack, lake/rake, lamb/ram, lamp/ramp, lane/rain, late/rate, law/rog,
lead/read, legion/region, light/right, list/wrist, liver/river, load/road, lock/r()ck
long/wrong, loot/root, lot/rot, bland/brand, blew/brew, blink/brink, bloom
broom, blouse/browse, blush/brush, clamp/cramp, clash/crash, clue/crew, climp
crime, cloud/crowd, clown/crown, flame/frame, flea/free, flesh/fresh, ﬂigﬁ
fright, flute/froit, fly/fry, glamour/grammar, glass/grass, glow/grow, pleasan
present
b) Word-medial
belly/berry, palate/parrot, pilot/pirate, lolly/lorry, alive/arrive, belated/berated, beilev
bereave, collect/correct, collection/correction

4.25.2 Words with both /I and /r/

accelerate, blackberry, bleary, burglary, calibrate, calorie, cavaliry, celebrity, celery, chly
ring, clarify, electric, florist, gallery, glamorous, glory, glossary, hilarious, larynx, laundry,
lorry, lurid, luxury, lyric, military, plural, slurry, tolerate, aerial, aeroplane, agriculturs
approval, arrival, barrel, brawl, brilliant, brutal, carol, central, cereal, control, coral, craw
crocodile, cruel, crystal, drill, feral, frail, fragile, friendly, frili, gorilla, grill, growl, mat
rial, parallel, problem, profile, rail, realise, really, relative, relax, relic, relief, relish, rwa
roll, rule

4.25.3 Phrases

a legal agreement, the seal of approval, the tast to arrive, below average, wild berries, brai
cells, garlic bread, buried alive, a railway carriage, black cherries, contrary to popular beliel

a life of crime, split the difference, a look of disapproval, live in dread, a lifelong dream; ol
and frail, the national portrait gallery, a self-help group, hold a grudge, a lock of hotror;

loveless marriage, a press release, a price list, problem solving, lose a race, ready and willing
follow a recipe, a silly remark, a lack of respect, early retirement, the last straw, the least o
your worries, crystal clear, fear of faiture, green fields, a cry for help, pilot error, friends an
relations, a regular supply

4.25.4 Sentences

Fresh barrels of ale were brought up from the cellar.

Brian’s closing remarks were greeted with wild applause.

Carol’s worries proved utterly and completely groundless.

The stress falls on the last syllable in kangaroo and referee.

Harry held up his trousers with braces and a cracked leather belt.

The fielders tried to retrieve the ball quickly and return it to the bowler.
Unfortunately, we ran up a very large hotel bill on a brief trip to London.
They had to drive slowly as the road was partially blocked by fallen logs.

The primary responsibility lies with the authorities of the individual countries.
The programme was broadcast live on national television on Friday the eleventh
April, :
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4,26 Voiced iabio~dental fricative /v/ vs. voiced labial-velar
‘approximant /w/

.4.26.1 Minimal pairs
) Word-initial

V/we, vale/wail, vary/wary, veal/wheel, veer/weir, veered/weird, vein/wane, vent/went,

verse/worse, vest/west, vet/wet, vine/whine, viper/wiper, vow/wow

'4.26.2 Words with /vl and Iw/

avewoman, driveway, everyone, heavyweight, overqualified, overweight, overwork, reser-
oir, vanqguish, wave, equivalent, weave, persuasive, quiver, swerve, twelve, whatever, wives

,26.3 Phrases

an award for bravery, vaguely aware, a lavish banquet, a male-voice choir, solve a crossword,

aprivate dwelling, vital equipment, wave farewell, at frequent intervals, a valid password, a

\

’H____,_.,_r—O
O

Figure 4.34 Top: English /v/. Bottom: English /w/. Note that English /w/ is a semi-vowel and
canh therefore be indicated on a vowel diagram. Here the sequence /wo/ in wash
is shown,
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violent quarrel, a railway service, available on request, covered in sweat, the average wage,
an evening walk, a civil war, river water, heavy weapons, wedding vows, vintage wine
word of advice, alive and well, revenge is sweet, a world view, well worth a visit, a live wirg

4.26.4 Sentences

Victor wants to divorce his wife.

Oliver quickly recovered his wits.

Vera Is wondering what the work will involve.

They served an expensive wine at the wedding.

We couldn’t quite work out the value of the investment.

David invited Vanessa for a walk along the river on that warm evening.

Sweden won silver in women’s volleyball in Venezuela on Wednesday.

My Welsh acquaintance was visibly moved by his visit to the war graves.
Walter and Gwen travelled to Cornwall on their seventeenth anniversary.

The women became involved in a quarrel with their supervisor at the workshop,
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4.27 Yoiced palato-alveolar affricate /dg/ vs. voiced palatal
approximant /j/

Figure 4.35 English /d3/. Left: hold stage. Right: release with homorganic friction. Note
trumpet-shaped lip-rounding, :

tongue shape. Since /}/ is a semi-vowel, it can be indicated on a vowel diagram

Figure 4.36 English /j/: sequence /j=/ in yak. The diagram shows the approximate change in:’
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4.27.1 Minimal pairs
Jew/you, Jews/use (v.), juice/use (n.), jot/yacht, jeer/year, gel/yell, jet/yet, job/yob, jaw/your

4.27.2 Words with I&g/ and [/

genuine, ingenuity, jaguar, jocular, jugular, junkyard, centrifuge, fugitive, huge, musicology, 4.
refuge, usage

4.27.3 Phrases

the younger generation, jet fuel, gentle humour, a jazz musician, job security, an emergency

- ynit, a surgical unit, a university graduate, in general usage, gentle voga, youthful energy, an ’
intelligence unit, at a young age, a storage unit

4,27.4 Sentences

Geoffrey’s a popular jazz musician.

There’s & huge Jewish community in New York.

Muriel nsed any excuse o indulge in orange juice.

Jack was on duty in the emergency unit yesterday.

Matthew’s suggestions are outrageous and ridiculous.

Jenny graduated from the University of Munich in June,

The students had divergent views on gene manipulation.

Judith’s an insecure, belligerent and rebellious teenager.

Eugene managed to enlarge his vocabulary at the engineering college in Houston.
We assumed that our ideologically neutral newspaper would have an objective
opinion.

Loaanl
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4.28 Voiceless glottal fricative /h/ vs. zero

- 4.28.1 Minimal pairs
Word-initial

had/add, hair/air, hake/ache, hall/all, harm/arm, heart/art, heal/eel, hear/ear, heat/eat,
hedge/edge, high/eye, hill/ill, hit/it, hold/old, hotter/otter, hurl/ear]

4.28.2 Phrases

an ynhappy childhood, an annoying habit, auburn hair, an abrupt halt, easy to handle, irrepa-
rable harm, in absolute harmony, 4 head injury, intense heat, afraid of heights, expert help,
ancient history, ice hockey, home address, an empty house

4,28.3 Sentences

1 Henry’s eaten all the oranges as he was hungry.
2 Ellen heard an audible hiss through the headphones.
3 Here are eight helpful hints if youw’re afraid of heights.
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The hedgehog emerged from hibernation in early April.

All hospitals have been equipped to handle emergencies.

P’m indebted to Hamish Hamilton for his invaluable assistance.

We hope we’ll have an abundant harvest of apples in the antumn.

He helped in the areas that had been hit especially hard by the earthquake.

Hilary’s husband happened to be in the house when the explosion occurred.

1 was happy 'd insisted on an air-conditioned hotel as Hamburg was oppressively ot
August.
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4,29 Yoiced velar nasal + velar plosive /gk/ or /fg/ vs.
voiced velar nasal /y/

In many languages, the velar nasal [g] occurs only before the velar plosives /k/ and /g/
English, however, /n/ can occur with or without a following velar plosive. Word-medially, /13
contrasts with both /gk/ and /gg/, but word-finally only /g/ and /gk/ are possible.

4,29.1 Minimal pairs
a) Word-final

think/thing, brink/bring, rink/ring, sink/sing, slink/sling, stink/sting, wink/wing, bank/_-.

bang, Hank/hang, rank/rang, sank/sang, bunk/bung, sunk/sung, clank/clang, clin
cling, chinl/clung, hunk/hung, pink/ping, stunk/stung, tank/tang
b} Word-medial
mk/ vs. /n/
banker/banger, hanker/hanger, sinker/singer, stinker/stinger
/ng/ vs. '/
Bangor/banger, clangour/clanger

Figure 4.37 Left: English /n/. The arrows indicate the escape of the zirstream through the.
nose. Note that the soft palate is lowered. Right: If /g/ is followed by a homor-:

ganic plosive (/k/ or /g/), the soft palate rises to form a velic closure.

—
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4,29.2 Phrases

increasingly angry, along the bank, a wedding banquet, a strong drink, surprisingly frank,
printing ink, the missing link, shocking pink, willing to relinguish, a long think, swimming

° prunks, a knowing wink, mounting anger, your ring finger, matching fingerprints, hunger

pangs

4.29.3 Sentences

We’re buying a bungalow in Bangor.

I’'m growing increasingly angry with my uncle.

Angus will be travelling to Helsinki in the spring.

It was amusing to see the chattering monkeys in the jungle.

Frank’s developing & programming language for linguistics.

Bianca’s no longer wearing an engagement ring on her finger.

Duncan and Ingrid are holding their wedding banquet in Hong Kong.

Her handwriting’s appalling, and her spelling and punctuation incorrect.

Mr Jenkins is working on strengthening the link between planning and budgeting.

Why does Hank think pink flamingos and king penguins are on the brink of extinction?
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Chapter 5

Vowels

5.1 Describing vowels

We saw in Chapter 2 that a consonant is a speech sound which involves an obstruction t'o"th
airstream on its way through the vocal tract. So what then is a vowel? A vowel is the opposit

a consonant: a sound made with »o obstruction in the vocal tract to the air as it passes through'it.
Say a long /a:/, the sound doctors ask us to make when they want to look in our mouths,
and feel how the air flows out through your mouth without any obstruction. Try the samei'

for /it/, the <ee> of tree, and /a:/, the <aw> of saw. You will notice that the lips and ton

take different positions for these different vowels, but in each case there’s no obstruction o

blockage of the kind that we find in consonants. :
If consonants are analysed in ferms of the kind of obstruction involved and its locati

in the vocal tract, how can we analyse vowels, which have no such obstruction? Although
the tongue and lips assume a wide range of complex shapes for the articulation of different

vowels, a relatively simple system has been developed to describe them. Figure 5.1 show
the vowel diagram from the chart of the International Phonetic Assocmtmn (IPA), whlc y
based on this system of vowel description.

5.1.1 Tongue shape

In order to understand the system behind the diagram, the first step is to explore the limits o
the range of tongue positions used to make vowels, known as the vowel space. There are
fixed articulatory reference points to the system. To find the first, you make a vowel with th
front of the body of your tongue pushed as far forward and as far up towards the hard pala
as possible. This is the position for the [i] vowel (see Figure 5.2). If you move your tongu
any further forward or up, audible friction would result between the tongue and the hard pa
ate, and the sound would no longer be a vowel. The second reference point is found by doin
the opposite - opening your mouth and pulling your tongue as far down and back as poss

without causing friction between the root of the tongue and the back wall of the pharynx (see.

Figure 5.3). This is the [a] vowel. A further two positions can be identified by pushing th
tongue as far up and back as possible (see Figure 5.4), which gives uvs the [u] vowel, and b

pushing the tongue as far forward and down as possible (see Figure 5.5), which gives us the
[a] vowel. Note that during the production of all these vowels, the tongue-tip and blade (se¢
Figure 5.6) remain low in the mouth. They aren’t involved in vowel production, and this is.

why the front of the tongue as a technical term isn’t where non-phoneticians usually expect
to be. The front of the tongue is actually the front of the part used in vowel articulations, an
is what lay people would think of as the centre or middle of the tongue.

- Figure 5.5 Tongue shape for [a].

~ you less able to appreciate the sensations of touch, movement and position you receive from

- while keeping your tongue as close as possible to the palate without turning the sound into &
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Figure 5.1 Vowel diagram from the IPA chart. Figure 5.2 Tongue shape for [i].

n O

igure 5.3 Tongue shape for [a].

Figure 5.4 Tongue shape for [u].

Blade Boot

Tip

Figure 5.6 Tongue body raised and tip and blade
lowered, as for vowel articulations,

Now spend some time exploring the limits of the vowel space. Paradoxical as it may
seem, it’s best to do this silently. If you voice the vowels as you articulate them, it makes

our articulators. Start at the [i] position, then silently and slowly glide to the [u] position




[34 Vowels

(L

Figure 5.7 Tongue shapes for [i, u, a, a] superimposed.  Figure 5.8 The vowel area.
Black dots indicate the highest point of the
tongue for each of the vowels; the dashed
line shows the limits of the vowel area.
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Figure 5.9 The vowel quadrilateral, Figure 5.10 The eight basic reference vowel

consonant. Next slowly glide to [a], making sure to pull your iongue back to the lower bac

limit of the vowel space. Do the same from the [i] position to [a], and then to [a], moving
your tongue along the front limit of the vowel space. You will feel that your tongue is moving -

in an oval shape like that shown in Figures 5.7 and 5.8,
The oval is too awkward a shape for practical purposes, and so in a schematic represen

tation its sides are straightened to give it the basic shape of the vowel quadrilateral (sé¢ -

Figure 5.9) that we are familiar with from the IPA chart.
The shape isn’t a perfect square, which reflects the fact that there’s greater distance betwee
[i] and [u] than between [a] and [a], and also more space between [i] and [a] than betwee

{u] and [a}. The vowel diagram is further elaborated on by providing symbols for four fur--
ther positions equally spaced on the ieft [e £] and right sides [0 5]. Finally, lines are added ;o :

divide the vowel space into manageable vertical and horizontal areas (see Figure 5.10)

Vertically, the positions are called close, mid and open, with mid being further divide

into close-mid and open-mid. Horizontally, they are front, central and back.

5.1.2 Lip shape

So far we’ve only considered the position of the tongue, but the shape of the lips is als
" important. Since the tongue and lips can move independently of each other, every vowe
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position can be accompanied by either unrounded or rounded lips. This is why the symbols
on the IPA vowel diagram mostly come in pairs, the left symbol having unrounded lips and
the right symbol having rounded lips.

5.1.3 Yowel labels

Serendipitously, it turns out that as in the case of consonants, the basics of vowel description
can be summarised in terms of three factors: vertical tongue position, horizontal tongue posi-
tion and lip shape. The peripheral vowels, for example, are described as shown in Table 5.1;
see also Figure 5.1.

Table 5.1 Labelling system for the peripheral vowels

Symbol Label Symbol Label

[i} close front unrounded fu] close back unrounded

Iyl close front rounded fu] close back rounded

{e] close-mid front unrounded [¥} close-mid back unrounded
{o] close-mid front rounded [e] close-mid back rounded
{€] open-mid front unrounded [A] open-mid back unrounded
e} open-mid front rounded [2} open-mid back rounded
fai open front unrounded [a] open back unrounded

e} open front rounded [n} open back rounded

5.2 English vowels

" In the GB accent of English, there are 20 vowel phonemes.

In Table 5.2 we give the vowel symbols most widely used in dictionaries and teaching
materials. Symbols are followed by the keyword (based on Wells 1982) which we will use
when referring to the vowels. The schwa vowel /a/ needs no keyword because the name
‘schwa’ is so well established.

The phonemic symbols used to represent English vowels aren’t always a good indica-
tion of their exact phonetic quality. This is because (1) some vowels have changed since

‘the phonemic symbols were chosen and (2) ‘exotic’ vowel symbols are sometimes avoided

for the sake of ease of printing and writing. For example, the TraP vowel has the phonemic
symbol /=/ because this is the quality it had about fifty years ago — a front unrounded vowel
between open-mid and open. Nowadays it’s a fully open vowel, and therefore /a/ would be a
more appropriate phonemic symbol. The press vowel has long been a front unrounded vowel

. closer to open-mid [¢] than to close-mid [e], but clearly the phonemic symbol /e/ is simpler

for day-to-day teaching purposes than the more precise /¢/.
Table 5.3 shows the phonemic symbols some of the English vowels would have if the
nearest IPA symbol (see Figure 5.1) to their vowel quality was used.

5.2.1 Strong and weak vowels

When describing English vowels, a distinction is made between the vowels which typically
oceur in stressed syllables and those which typically occur in unstressed syllables. The for-
mer are said to belong to the strong vowel system, and the latter to the weak vowel system.




Table 5.2 General British vowels

Checked monophthongs

/if KIT gym, busy, pretty, build, sieve, women
fof FOOT book, put, would, weman
e/ DRESS bread, friend, leisure, leopard, bury, said
fof LoT job, want, sausage, knowledge
fef TRAP cat, plait, meringue
‘af STRUT mud, love, touch
Free menophthongs

i/ FLEECE pea, bee, key, aeven, kilo, field
fuy/ GOOSE food, blue, fruit, move, group, flew
f3:/ NURSE fur, sir, word, earn, berth
faif FALM pass, park, heart, clerk
foi/ THOUGHT war, oar, door, sore, paw, fraud, fort
feal SQUARE rare, pair, wear, heir, aerial

Free diphthongs ~ closing, fronting
fel/ FACE pay, mail, take, break, vein, prey, gauge
fatf PRICE pie, dry, dye, pi, high, aisle
forf CHOICE toy, foil, buoy

free diphthongs — closing, backing
favs/ MOUTH now, loud
JEY ‘GOAT bliow, hero, nose, hoax, soul

Free diphthongs — centring
1/ NEAR fear, idea, era, cheer, weird, here, pier
loaf CURE poor, tour, jury
Weak vowels
fof schwa fibre, water, forget, perform, future, about
Y weak KT savage, naked, basic, invest
{i] wealk FLEECE baby. honey, taxi, coffee, cookie, acne, react,
serious o

{u] weak GOOSE genuine, continuous, jaguar, virtual
fof weak root accurate, deputy, regular

Table 5.3 Vowel phonemes shown with present symbol and closest IPA symbol

Keyword Present symbol Alternative symbol

Keyword Present symbol Alternative symbol-

FOOT
DARESS
LOT
TRAP
STRUT

fuf
le/
o/
fmf
iaf

fe/
fef
faf
fal
e/

GOOSE
NURSE
THOUGHT
SQUARE
CURE

jur/
f3:/
fau/
feaf
fua/

faz/
IEN
fo:/
fei/
foa!
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There’s a striking difference between the sets of vowels which are usualiy found in these two
types of syllable, a distinction which isn’t found in most other languages. All vowels except
schwa are found in stressed syllables, but in unstressed syllables a much smailer set of vowels
predominates — schwa, KIT, FLEECE, GoosE and roor (see Chapter 9). This isn’t to say that the
other strong vowels can’t occur in unsiressed syllables, but rather that they are unusual in this
context. Conversely, schwa is the only weak vowel which oceurs exclusively in unstressed
syllables, while the other four are also common in stressed syllables. You will notice from
Table 5.2 that FLEECE and Goose have special symbols, [i] and [u], for when they appear as
weak vowels. This is because, historically, they developed out of weak xiT and weak FOOT.
Our transcription system therefore reflects a point in the late twentieth century when symbols
were needed to cover two possibilities: [i], meaning ‘FLeECE or kiT’, and {u], meaning ‘GOOSE

" or r0OT’. Nowadays, however, it would be distinctly old-fashioned to give these weak vow-

els the quality of kit or FooT, but we include the symbols in order for our transcription to be
consistent with that most widely used in dictionaries and teaching materials.

5.2.2 Checked and free vowels

The strong vowels fall into two groups: checked vowels (Figure 5.11) and free vowels
(Figures 5.12-3.13). .

«  Checked: k1t /¥, FOOT /U/, DRESS /e/, LOT /0, TRAF /e&/, STRUT /),
+  Free: FLEECE /11, GOOSE /ul/, THOUGHT /a1, PALM /0ii/, NURSE /21/, SQUARE /&a/, FACE /el/, PRICE
fay/, CHOICE /a1/, MOUTH /au/, GOAT /au/, NEAR /19/, CURE /159/.

Note that the shape of the lips is shown as follows on the vowel diagrams: a square 0
for an unrounded vowel and a circle () for a rounded vowel, If the lip shape changes from

- unrounded to rounded, we show this by means of a square that becomes a circle, and if the

lips change from rounded to unrounded, we show it as a circle that becomes a square.

The checked/free categorisation is based on the types of syllable the strong vowels occur
in. Free vowels are ‘free’ to occur in both closed and open syllables. A closed syllable is one
which has a coda, i.e. one or more ¢consonants afler the vowel, for example:

seed [siid/, lose /lu:z/, sword [s0:d/, hard /haud/, bird fb3:d/, pears /pesz/, haze fheiz/, size
Isarz/, boys fboiz/, town ftavn/, load Naud/, beard fored/, cures /kjusz/

An open syllable is one which doesn ¢ have a coda following the vowel, for example:

tea /i, do fduy, law Mo, star Istadl, sir [ssi/, pair [peal, pay /pey, tie ftal/, bay /bov/, now
fmauv/, go lgav/, fear /Tief, cure Kjua/

Checked vowels are ‘checked’ in the sense that their distribution is restricted because they
can only occur in closed syllables, for example:

sif fsstf, put /pot!, head Med/, boss /oos!, sad /sed/, luck /Iak/
Can you think of any English words which have these vowels at the end, i.e. in an open

syllable? Are there words like /v, /fu/, /de/, /plo/, /fe/ or /ia/? No, there aren’t any such
words.

@
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Figure 5.11 Checked vowels, Figure 5.12 Free vowels: monophthongs,
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Figure 5.13 Free vowels: closing fronting Figure 5.14 Free vowels: closing backing
diphthongs. diphthongs. :

©
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Figure 5.16 The different qualities of the pairs rLeece/kit, goose/FooT and THOUGHT/LGT,

[iig

checked vowels can sometimes be lengthened and, in particular, the ‘long’ free vowels are
often shortened. It’s better, therefore, to categorise the strong vowels according to the fixed,
unchanging fact of their distribution in different types of syllables and not in terms of their
variable duration.

The ‘short/long’ terminology has had implications for the choice of phonemic symbols.
Formerly, x1t, FooT and Lot were given the phonemic symbols /i/, /u/ and /o/ respectively,
while FLEECE, GOOSE and THOUGHT were written /it/, /wi/ and /o1/, as they still are. This was done
in order to simplify the transcription for printing purposes by avoiding ‘exotic’ symbols, and
so the Jength mark [:] was used to distinguish these pairs of vowels instead of giving the three
checked vowels their own unique symbols. This had the unfortunate consequence, however,
of leading learners to believe that the only difference between these pairs of vowels was their
length. As Figure 5,16 demonstrates, this isn’t true.

The pairs FLEECE/KIT, GOOSE/FOOT and THOUGHT/LOT differ in vowel quality (resulting from
different tongue positions), and this is the most important feature which distinguishes them,
their lengths being variable. Its simply not true, as some leamners believe, that shortened
FLEECE, GOOSE and THOUGHT become KiT, FooT and LoT, or that lengthened k1T, FooT and vor

become FLEECE, GOOSE and THOUGHT,

5.2.3 Monophthongs and diphthongs

Vowels can be further divided into diphthongs, which involve a glide from one vowel posi-
tion towards another during their production, and monophthongs, during which there’s no
change of vowel position. The checked vowels are all monophthongs. The free vowel group
contains both monophthongs and diphthongs (see Figures 5.12~5.15):

Figure 5.15 Free vowels: centring diphthongs.
E . ¢ Free monophthongs: FLEECE /it/, GOOSE /U3/, THOUGHT /9:/, NURSE /3:/, PALM /Q1/, SQUARE /ea/
The checked/free distinction has also been described as one of léngth. The checked vowels® *  Free diphthongs: FACE /er/, PRICE /a1/, CHOICE /ov/, MOUTH /atl/, GOAT /aU/, NEAR /19/, CURE fua/
have been called the ‘short’ vowels, and the free vowels have been called the ‘long’ vowels:
There’s some truth in this generalisation because it’s a fact that in the same phonetic co
text, the free vowels are consistently longer than the checked vowels, and this is why the
phonemic symbols for the free monophthongs include the length symbol [:]. However, there:

- are many factors which affect vowel duration in English speech, meaning that the ‘short’

Monophthongs are written with a single vowel symbol, while the diphthongs have two sym-
bols. The first symbol represents the starting position of the diphthong, and the second gives
the direction of the glide. The single exception to this method of representing monophthongs
and diphthongs is the squaRE /ea/ vowel, which has a double symbol despite nowadays being
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a monophthong. This is because this vowel was a diphthong when the phonemic symbaol fdr'_ :

it was chosen, but during the decades since, a monophthongal variant has taken over as
most usual realisation. We continue to use this shightly misleading symbol for the sake 0
consistency with the set of symbols used in English language teaching materials.

The diphthongs can be categorised according to the direction of the glide. The centr g

diphthongs (Figure 5.15) are those which glide towards the schwa position at the centre of th
vowel space: NEAR /19/ and cure /ue/. As stated above, SQUARE /ea/ belonged to this catego
before it became a monophthong, as the phonemic symbol still indicates. The non-centrin
diphthongs are called closing diphthongs because the tongue moves towards the close pog
tion at the top of the vowel space as they are pronounced. The closing diphthongs can
turn be divided into the fronting diphthongs — raCE /ev/, prICE /a1/ and CHOICE /01 — wh
glide towards the front of the vowel space (Figure 5.13), and the backing diphthongs
MOUTH /aw/ and coat /ou/ — which glide towards the back of the vowel space (Figure 5.14
The GB diphthongs are all falling diphthongs, which means that the first element is longe
and the second, gliding element is shorter and weaker. Consequently, the closing diph
thongs only glide fowards the close front and close back areas but rarely reach them. {1] an

[u] are used in the phonemic symbols for the closing diphthongs to represent the general:
close front and close back areas; it’s not meant that {1] and [u] are their actual targets. On:
our vowel diagrams we identify the starting point of a diphthong and represent the ghde :

with an arrow.

An alternative way of categorising the diphthongs is according to the extent of the glldmg
element. Accordingly, pricE /a/, MouTH /au/ and CHOICE /ot are wide diphthongs, involving
relatively long glide, and FACE /er/, GoAT /avs/, NEAR /18/ and CURE /us/ are narrow diphthong
involving a rather short glide,

5.2.4 Triphthongs

Although the word “triphthong’ has been used in connection with E‘nglish vowels in a nuii
ber of works, there are no phonemic triphthongs in English. A diphthong is a vowel whic

glides from one position to another within a single syllable. A triphthong, therefore, isa

vowel which glides from one position to another and then towards a third position, all withi
one syllable. The vowels which have been called triphthongs are in reatity merely disyllabi

sequences {= sequences of two syllables) of closing diphthongs followed by schwa /o/. For.

gxample:

*  PRICE /ai/ + schwa /o/: fire I'farn/, wire I'waia/, choir /'kwara/, iron [‘alon/

*  MOUTH /av/ + schwa /a/t  tower /taua/, sour ['savg/, hour 'avuy/, flour 'flavs/

*  FACE fel/ + schwa /a/: layer 'leral, player ['pleral, greyer /'greal, slayer /'slets/

»  goaT fou/ + schwa fa/: lower ["laval, mower 'mavd/, rower f'rous/, slower /'sloval
*  CHOICE /ol/ + schwa /a/:  buoyant /'borent/, employer /im'plors/, jovous /'dzoiss/

Sequences with prics /at/ and MoUTH /av/ have been given the most attention because they :

occur in more words and are often found within a single morpheme. in sequences with FACE
{el/, GoaT /eu/ and cHOICE /a1/, on the other hand, the schwa is nearly always part of a suffix;
as our examples demonstrate. '
The situation is further complicated by a process known as smoothing, i.e. the partial or:
complete foss of an element in a vowel sequence. Since the gliding elements of the diphthong

- seed /sitd/ vs. seat /siit/
" sgve /seiv/ vs. safe /seif/
“code /kaud/ vs. coat /kaut/ loud Naud/ vs. jlout lavt/
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are rather weak, they can be reduced to virtually nothing when schwa /»/ follows, the tongue
moving directly from the diphthong’s starting position to the schwa position. The resulting
vowel is monosyllabic (a single syllable) and a diphthong, e.g. fire [fas] and sowr [sas]. This
is more common in the case of PrICE /a¥/ and moutTH /av/, for which the process may go a step

- further, the tongue not moving from the starting point of the diphthong. The result is a long
- monophthong, e.g. fire [fa:] and sour [saz]. Smoothing is less usual for sequences of racs /ev/,
- goat /au/ and cHOICE /o1 plus schwa because they are fewer in number and because speak-
"ers are conscious of the two elements which they normally consist of. Uhtimately, however,

although smoothing is an interesting phenomenon, it cannot be recommended for imitation
y learners. Extensive use of smoothing is associated with socially conspicuous or ‘posh’

 speech, and it’s never obligatory to smooth sequences of diphthong and schwa. If the learner
“¢an correctly pronounce the individual diphthongs and schwa, then saying them in sequence

should cause no more difficulty than any other sequence.

5.3 Pre-fortis clipping

Numerous factors affect vowel duration besides the inherent length of checked and free vow-
els, and many of these factors, such as speech rate, aren’t unique to English. One universal
tendency, however, which is notably exaggerated in English is the shortening of vowels (and
other sonorants) when immediately followed by a voiceless consonant in the same syllable.
This phenomenon is called pre-fortis clipping, ‘fortis” being an alternative term for ‘voice-
less’, and ‘clipping” meaning ‘shortening’. This shortening is most noticeable in the free
vowels, since they are inherently rather long to begin with. ‘
Compare; full length vs, shortened;

fose /luiz/ vs. loose /iuis/
side /saxd/ vs. site /sait/ void fvaid/ vs, voice /vois/

When diphthongs are clipped, it’s the first part, not the glide, which is shortened, making

- them less obviously falling diphthongs.

The vowels in the above examples are either close monophthongs (FLeEcE /it/, cooss Aw/)

or diphthongs which glide towards a close front {FACE /er/, PRICE /a1, CHOICE /51/) or close

ack (GoaT fau/, MOUTH /aul) position. The degree of shortening is less striking in those flee
vowels which don’t include a close element, i.e. the centring diphthongs and the open and
mid monophthongs.
Compare: fill length vs. slightly shortened:

peers fp1az/ vs. pierce fpras/
heard Mmz:d/ vs, hurt /asit/

cord ka:d/ vs, conrt ot/

card fkaxd! vs. cart fkait/
scares fskeaz/ vs. scarce /skeas/

Note the number of words which demonstrate the relevant context. There are none for cUrg
fval, very few for NeaR /19/ and SQUARE /es/, a moderate number for nurse and CHOICE, and a
good number for paLM /ay/ and THOUGHT foi/,

SN |
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The checked vowels are already inherently short, and therefore the extent of the short
ing they undergo is also rather slight, but nevertheless still present.
Compare; fuli length vs. slightly clipped:

his /hiz/ vs. hiss /his/
bed /bed/ vs, bet /bet/
rag /req/ vs. rack /rek/

hood /hud/ vs. hook fhuk/
mug /mag/ vs. muck /mak/
log /Ipg/ vs. lock /lnk/

Pre-fortis clipping affects ali sonorants, not just vowels, which means that thé latets
approximant /I and the nasals /m/, /o/ and /y/ are shortened together with the vowel whig
precedes them (see section 2.4.1). It’s typically checked vowels which can be followed by
sonorant and an obstruent, in which case the combined clipping of both the sonorant and fi
vowel is much more striking than when a checked vowel alone is clipped.

Compare: full length vs. shortened:

build /o11d! vs, built /biit/
hummed /hamd/ vs. hump /hamp/
lend /lend/ vs. lent /lent/

wins /winz/ vs. wince /wins/
banged /bapd/ vs. bark /omgk/

bulb /balb/ vs. pulp Ipalp/
rammed /remd/ vs. ramp /remp/
wand /wond/ vs. want /wont/
lunge /lands/ vs. lunch /iang/
anger /'®ngoe/ vs. anchor lMenka/

Pre-fortis clipping is important not only for the correct pronunciation and recognitio
of vowels, but also as a cue to the identity of consonants. As we saw in section 2.
English voiced obstruents (plosives, affricates and fricatives) are actually only potentiall
fully voiced — they are often only partially voiced or may even be fully devoiced. In suc
cases the length of the preceding sonorant (a vowel, nasal or approximant) can be a
important indicator for distinguishing between voiced and voiceless obstruents.

5.4 Rhoticity

GB is a non-rhotic accent, which means that the phoneme /r/ occurs only before vowels an
has been lost before consonants and at the end of words before a pause. In the rhotic acce
of Scotland, Ireland and North America, /t/ was never lost in non-prevocalic positions and
still pronounced wherever there’s an <1> in the spelling. As a consequence of the loss of /
in non-rhotic accents, a number of new vowels arose which are written with <r> but have'n
/r/ in their pronunciation:

¢ NEAR /1o/: steer /st1o/, here ftua/, fear /f1o/, fierce /fios/, beard /brad/

*  SQUARE feo/: care /ked/, pair fpesl, bear /bea/, there [8es/, scarce /skeas/
*  NURSE /3:/) purse /pais/, bird /ba:d/, verb /vaibl, earth 13108/, word /wa d/
*  CuRE /U9l moor /mua/, assure /o' fus/

In another group of words the loss of /1/ in non-prevocalic position ultimately led to merg_e
with another vowel and added to the stock of words representing that vowel:

= paLM Jaif: start siait/, car /kay/, part fpwst/, card Fkaid/, barn fbain/, heart fhast/
*  THOUGHT /0:/: north inoxQ/, force /fois/, warm Iwaim/, more o/, roar froil, door /do:
«  schwa /o/: litre F'linta/, surprise /sa'praiz/, grammar 'grems/, forgive a'grv/
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Note that /1/ is always pronounced when another vowel follows (see also section 12.4):

+  NEAR f19/: hero 'morsy/, weary 'wiari/, hearing I'hiory/, elearer 'khiaral

«  SQUARE /ea/: parent ['pearant/, vary ['vearl/, fairy /'feori/, wearing /'weoriy/

. NURSE /31 furry T30l stiveing ['stairng/, blurry P'blairi/, purring /'pariy/

»  CURE /09/: curious I'kjueries/, boorish /'buartfl, fury I"jveri/, during Fdgoariy/
+ PALM /s starring f'staony/, guitarist fgr'tainist/, Sahara f53'harral

«  THOUGHT /ai/: warring I'woirtn/, Laura 'laiea/, story /'stoiri/, boring /'boiry/

1t’s important to take special care not to be misled by the spelling, and to be certain which
words have /t/ and which words don’t. With some practice, the habit of pronouncing // only
before vowels will come naturally.

Nots that in non-rhotic accents such as GB, /r/ has been lost in word-final position when a

‘pause or a word beginning with a consonant follows. When a word beginning with a vowel

immediately follows, this counts as pre-vocalic position and /t/ is pronounced, leading to the
phenomenon of /r/-Haison (see section 12.4):

o NEAR /181 here and there /hiar on 'Bes/

s SQUARE fee/. fulr and square /'fear an 'skwea/

»  NURSE/2l:  stir and strain Mstair on ‘stremn/

o CURE/US/1  pure and simple 'pjuer an 'simpl/
o paLM/e/:  far and wide /o on 'ward/

s THOUGHT /0i/: more and more /'moir an ‘'moy/

5.5 Influence of dark /I/
The raising of the back of the tongue (velarisation) for dark /l/ (see section 2.14.2) has the

effect of retracting a preceding vowel:

Checked vowels: sir [s1t] vs. silt {silt], bet [bet] vs. belr [belt], pat [pet] vs. pal [pat],
cut [kat] vs. cult [kalt], dot [dot] vs. doll [dol], put {put] vs. pull {put]

Free monophthongs: cur [ks:] vs. curl [ka:1), star [staz] vs. smarl [snat), four [for] vs
Jall [f2:1], food [fud] vs. fool [fut]

Diphthongs: sow [hau] vs. how! [haoll, go [geu] vs. goal [gout]

This is particularly striking in the case of coar, which has in recent decades developed an
allophone with a backer, opener starting point [pu] in this position.

5.6 Pre-/l/ breaking

When dark /1/ follows the close front vowel riEgcE /it/ or the closing fronting diph-
thongs (FACE /e1/, PRICE /ai/, CHOICE /o1/), which glide towards the close front position, a
schwa /o/ often develops between the vowel and the dark /I/. This is known as pre-/i/
breaking:

fee [fi:] vs, feel {'fizal]
tie [tar] vs. tile ['taiat]

pay [per] vs. pale ['peist]
toy [to1] vs. toil ['torot]
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When the word-final /I/ is followed by a suffix or word beginning with a vowel, the dar
/If is replaced by a clear /I/, and the schwa element is lost:

Jeel ['firol] vs. feeling ['fitlin] or feel it ['fizl 1t]

sail P'seret] vs. sailing ['seilmy] or sail along ['seil s'loy]
smile ['smaral] vs, smiling ['smarlig)] or smile at {'smazl o]
toil ['totet]} vs. toiling ['totlig] or toil away ['to1l o'wer}

5.7 Recent developments

5.7.1 Fronting, lowering, raising

There has been a tendency since the middle of the last century for a number of GB monophthong
to move around the vowel space in an anti-clockwise direction. This is shown in Figure 5.1
The most striking example of this is the fronting of Goose /uy/ (termed Goose-fronting) an
rooT /uf from back to central positions. At the same time DREsS /e/ and TRaP /2/ have been lo
ered to open-mid and open positions, and Lot /v/ and THOUGHT /o1/ have been raised to neare
the open-mid and close-mid positions. The only peripheral monophthongs (i.e. those at th
edges of the vowel space) that have maintained their positions are those in the close front are
— FLEECE /i:/ and xi7 /1/ — and pauM far/. During the second half of the twentieth century stru
/af was fronted, but it has since backed again, thus maintaining its distance from trap /@/.

3.7.2 Monophthonging of centring diphthongs

It appears that the class of centring diphthongs is destined to be lost from the GB accent
Since at least the last quarter of the nineteenth century there has been alongside the diph
thongal variant of SQUARE [¢2] a monophthongal variant [£], which lacks the glide to schw
[o]. During the course of the twentieth century the monophthongal variant gradually becam
more common until it took over from the diphthongal variant as the most usual realisation
At the present time the monophthongal pronunciation is the norm while the minority diph
thongal pronunciation has become rather old-fashioned. Despite this fact, we continue to us
the phonemic symbol /es/ for the sake of consistency with most other published material:
and dictionaries.

NN

= o

Figure 5.17 Left: English monophthongs in the twentieth century. Right: English
monophthongs in the twenty-first century.
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The near vowel is undergoing the same monophthonging process, but it’s a lot less
advanced than that of square. Both {1:] and {12] pronunciations are common, and neither is
stereotyped as old-fashioned or excessively modern.

CURE is also undergoing monophthonging, especially after /j/, resulting in a long version
of the modem fronted roor vowel: [e:]. More importantly, however, CUrg has for a long time
been merging with the THOUGHT vowel. Throughout the twentieth century the Curg vowel was
increasingly replaced by THOUGHT, especially in high-frequency words such as sure, your,
poor. This process is still incomplete, but it’s far enough advanced to advise foreign learners
that they can, for the sake of simplicity, pronounce all cure words with the THOUGHT vowel
without sounding un-English,

5.7.3 Happy tensing

Since about the middle of the twentieth century, the weak it vowel has in a certain set of
phonetic environments developed into a new weak vowel — weak rLErce. This has occurred
in word-final position (happy, coffee, movie), in morpheme-final position (anti-, multi-, semi-),
before vowels (react, afien, piano, areq) and, more recently, in word-initial be- (before),
de- (delete), e- {elect), pre- (predict) and re- (repear). This phenomenon is known as happy tens-
ing. Towards the end of the century, the symbol [i] and the keyword Aappy were introduced to
indicate that at that time the older generations tended to pronounce such words with weak k1T and
the younger generations with the new weak FLEECE vowel. At the present time, however, the weak
rLERCE vowel is practically universal in these contexts, and weak kI is now restricted to old-fash-
ioned speech or certain regional accents. Now that the symbol [i] no longer means ‘weak it or
weak FLEECE' but instead only ‘row weak FLEECE but formerly weak x17°, it isn’t strictly necessary
and only complicates our otherwise phonemic transcription. In many ways it would be better to
show it as /i and then to remember that {t’s shortened in unstressed syllables, just like all other
vowels. We continue to use it, however, in order to be consistent with other published works.

A similar process occurred with weak root, which in pre-vocalic position has been replaced

- by another new weak vowel, weak Goost (tuition, annual, situation). Weak voor occurred

in many fewer words than weak xiT, and as a consequence it has almost completely been
wiped out and replaced by weak GoosE in pre-vocalic position and schwa in pre-consonantal
position (ridiculous, executive, singular). Like weak rLEECE, weak GoosE is represented by a
superfluous symbol, [u], which we use here for the sake of consistency.

5.8 Vowel length and phonemic contrasts

It was noted in section 5.2.2 that an earlier, very popular style of transcription used the length
mark to distinguish between the symbols for FLErCE /ii/ and kit /V/, Goose /u/ and FooT /u/,
and THOUGHT /o1 and Lot /o/, thereby giving the false impression that the only difference
between these pairs of vowels was length, when in fact it’s vowel quality (i.c. tongue and
lip position) which distinguishes them. There are some vowels in English, however, which
do form pairs distinguished by length alone. The Nurse /31/ vowel, for example, was for-
merly represented by the schwa symbol accompanied by a length mark /a:/. In this case the
symboli isn’t misleading as nursE is indeed merely a long schwa. The lowering of DRESS /e/
and monophthonging of sQUARE /es/ mean that it’s possible to use the same open-mid front
unrounded vowel quality for both of them (ferry ['feri] vs. fuiry ['femri]). And if a speaker uses
the monophthongal variant of NEAR /157, the result is a contrast between kit /V/ and NEar /1/

based on length alone (bid {bid] vs. beard [brd)).




gp—-"

Practice: individual strong vowels 147

Chapter 6

Practice
Individual strong vowels

This chapter provides practice in pronouncing the English vowels and their various
phones. The exercise material includes the target sounds in different phonetic contexts,
words and phrases where they occur multiple times, in sentences and in dialogues.

| gure 6.1 The kit /1/ vowel.

§.2.2 Spelling
<> big, lid, bill
<y> typical, myth, symbol .
<g> English, establish, prety, chicken
<> coftage, dotage

8.1 Checked monophthongs: summary of key features

The six checked monophthongs are kit /t/, FoOT /0/, DRESS /é/, TRAP /28/, STRUT /a/ and LoT /
Their key features are: '

1 As checked vowels, they must be followed by a syllable coda.

2 They are of relatively short duration when compared with the other strong vowels (and
therefore are often referred to as short vowsls). TRaP /@/ is an exception. For many
speakers it’s rather long, especially before voiced consonants. S

3 They are shortened when followed by a voiceless consonant in the same syllable (pr
fortis clipping).

Unusual spellings
sieve, busy, business, minute (n.), biscuit, build, guilt, women

" 6.2.3 Full length

big, bin, bridge, fin, fridge, give, grin, king, lid, pig, pin, ring, sing, skin, slim, quiz, spin,

a) The shortening is slight because the checked vowels are already inherently rather . . . . P ;
) BRI ' d i spring, sting, string, swim, swing, thin, thing, tin, twig, twin, Wig, Win, wind, wing

short.
b} The shortening is more noticeable when combined with the shortening of another
sonorant (nasal or approximant). S
¢} Shortening of vowels is an important cue for identifying whether a following
obstruent is voiced or voiceless. ‘

 6.2.4 Clipped o

© bit, brick, brisk, chick, chip, click, cliff, clip, crisp,‘dip, dish, c}np, ﬁ§h, fist, ﬁt, ﬁ)l;, g}ﬁ, i ;}}z,
hi};; hiss, hit, kick, knit, lift, lip, list, miss, mist, mix, my.th, pu.:k, qullck, qui‘t, ric 1,l_r;p, i h,
shii”s shi,p, sick, sit, six, slip, stick, stiff, switch, this, trick, trip, twist, which, whip, wish,

wrist, zip

4 xir i/, oot /u/ and Lot /o/ aren’t merely short versions of FLEECE /it/, coosE /uy/ and
THOUGHT /23/.

5 The vowel quality of pREss /e/ can be used for sQuARE /e3/, and the two distinguished

means of length.

The modem TrAP // vowel is fully open.

7 The modern Foot /0/ vowel is no longer back, but central and only very slightly rounded.

6.2.5 Full length vs. clipped -
bid/bit, grid/grit, hid/hit, his/hiss, pig/pick, ridge/rich, wig/wick, kid/kit, lid/lit, slid/slit, nib/
nip, rib/rip

=2

6.2 it /v/
6.2.6 Retracted before dark [l

bill, chill, drill, fill, grill, hitl, ill, kili, mill, pill, skill, spill, will, build, milk, siik, film, guilt,
hilt, tilt, wilt

6.2.1 Description

Just above close-mid, front-central, unrounded. kit /1/ is also 2 member of the weak vowel set.
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6.2.7 Mutiple (including weak KIT) 4.2.11 Dialogues

" He can mix six drinks in a minute.

Six is very quick. '

He does it for a living. ‘ ‘
For a living? Then six is a bit sluggish.

biscuit, finish, image, limit, minute (n.), ticket, victim, visit, wicked, waomen, cricket, village; 5
ach, clinic, eritic, lyric, mimic, picnic, building, spirit, vivid, timid, rigid, liquid, district inistin
insist, diplomatic, disadvantage, disappointed, pyramid, vitamin, discourage, historic, hypnot;

6.2.8 Additional words This is ridiculous!

. 1es silly!
Nearly fifty different symbois!
For nearly fifty different English sounds!

city, busy, begin, bitter, chicken, different, difficult, dinner, figure, guilty, idiot, injure, i
cent, insect, interesting, kitchen, kitten, little, middle, mirror, opinion, picture, pillow, pi
pretty, river, scissors, silly, sister, sticky, tickle, tricky, typical, window, winter

Give me a sip of your drink.

‘g: Only if you give me one of your fish fingers.
Is this a swindle?

- Business is business . ..

6.2.9 Phrases

big business, binge drinking, a biscuit tin, a bitter wind, a brick building, silicon chi
British citizen, the inner city, living conditions, a cricket pitch, a film critic, a difficult deciz
sion, an English dictionary, Christmas dinner, a fizzy drink, written English, cling film, a film
script, fish fingers, a fitted kitchen, physically fit, a quick fix, flip a switch, a giggling fit, the
village idiot, an innocent victim, a kiss on the lips, the kitchen sink, little children, skimmed
milk, the missing link, a bitter pill, quick thinking, a sinking ship, thick-skinned, a kindy
spirit, a stick insect, a stiff drink, finger prints, a business trip, a wicked witch, a tin whistle,
a wish list, a big difference, build a bridge, fish and chips, English literature, as fit as a fiddls:
lick your lips, sink or swim o

6.3 rootT v/

"6.3.1 Description
Tust above close-mid, central, weakly rounded.

4.3.2 Spelling )
. ions: ' ker
= = f5k/ book, cook, look, took (exceptions: spooky‘, SO0
é(;l;in other words containing <oo> foot, good, hood, childhood, stood, gooseberry, wool

<ou, oul> could, should, would, courier

© <g> woman, wolf, wolves, bosom -
© <yl ull> = /ol full, pull, bullet, beautiful, useful, fulfil

<ush> = /uff bush, push .
Certain oth{ar words with <u> sugar, put, pudding, butcher, cuckoo

N\ e

6.2.10 Sentences

Phil’s as fit as a fiddle.

Fill in the missing lyrics.

Isobel drinks skimmed milk.

Did Dylan win the competition?

Bridget lived in Italy for six years.

This put him in a difficult position.

Jim’s kids are sick of chicken dinners.

Fish and chips is originally an English dish.

Christopher and Imogen are kindred spirits.

Jill didn’t stick her fingers in the biscuit tini

The living conditions in the inner city are abysmal.

Lydia lives in a little village in the middle of England.

Melissa’s interested in the history, of English literature.

Will Patricia give me her quick recipe for ginger biscuits? :

My dictionary of English idioms went missing within fifteen minutes.

In my opinion Jim’s quick thinking, but [ think Sid’s pretty dim-witted.
Who was commissioned to build the bridge across the Mississippi River?
My little sister’s a bitter cynic, and my big sister’s an interfering busybody.
It’s fulfilled his ambition of becoming a minister in the Department of Business, Innovas -
tion and Skills. : :
We established a statistically significant difference between English and Finnish children.
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Figure 6.2 The fo0T /v/ vowel.
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' He took a good look at her and then shook his head.
A i(ss { didn’t kniw whether to push him away or pull him closer.
17 My cuckoo clock stopped because the pe_ndulum was crooket.i.
18 Could you cook a gooseberry pudding w1thou? putting sugart in?
.19 The book looks at the bully’s journey from childhood to manhood. ’ h
‘90 The football club’s full name is the Wolverhampton Wanderers, but they're known as the

Wolves. ¥

Worcester, worsted

6.3.3 Full length

could, good, hood, should, stood, wood/would

6.3.4 Clipped 6.3.10 Dialogues

book, look, took, cook, hook, crook, rook, shook, brook, nook, foot, soot, put, bush, push, w " 4: You shouldn’t cook that pudding anymore.

And you shouldn’t bully the cook, should you.
I couldn’t bully you, could L. You’d butcher me!
Good cooks have sharp knives!

6.3.5 Full length vs. clipped

T T

could/cook, hood/hook, should/shook, wood/woof

Now look, how can I hook the heart of a good woman?

1t took me a lot of looking to find 2 good woman.

How do I ambush the affections of a good woman? |
Put your best foot forward, and by hook or by crook you’ll find a good woman.
Is there a good book on how to look for a good woman?

6.3.6 Retracted before dark /i
bull, full, pull, wool, wolf

BT o

6.3.7 Additional words For a good pudding you shouldn’t add much sugar.

A good cook wouldn’t add more than a spoonful.

A tablespoonful of sugar, or a teaspoonful of sugar?

I couldn’t say. Let me have another look in the cookbook. . .
it wouldn’t look good if we put too much sugar in the pudding, would it?
Goodness no! We’d look like a pair of woolly, wooden-headed cooks!

bushel, bullet, bulletin, crooked, rookie, wooden, bully, cuckoo, butcher, cushion, cuéhy
pudding, sugar, understood, woman, bosom, courier, gooseberry, ambush, fulfil, childhood .

6.3.8 Phrases

a good look, by hook or by crook, a cook book, fully booked, a good footballer, here puss
puss, puss!, I would if I could, look at that rook!, pull the wool over his eyes, put your foo
down, took a look, took the bull by the horns, woof, woofl, woollen goods, cook good food
push and pull, put your foot in it, good-fooking '

Po B b B by o

6.4 press fe/
Description

Open-mid, front, unrounded.
6.3.9 Sentences

He was hooked on books.

Kirundi’s spoken in Burundi,

She stood barefoot in the brook.

The bully pushed him into the bush.

The crooks pulled down their hoods.

I would if T could, but it’s just no good.

I bought woollen cushions in Pembroke,

The bulldogs chased him into the woods.

The cooking courses are all fully booked.

We picked bushels and bushels of mushrooms.
The bulifight was held at the Acapulco builring.
He was a footballer before he became a butcher,
He fully understood why she’d put her foot down. -
It would be good if you could put a full stop there.
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Figure 6.3 The oress /e/ vowel.
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6.4.1 Spelling
<e> bed, beg, bell
<ea> bread, dead, breath, pleasure
<a> any, many

Unusual spellings

friend, ate, again, against, said, says, leopard, Geoff, jeopardy, bury, burial, Leicester

6.4.2 Full length

bed, bread, dead, edge, egg, end, fed, friend, head, hedge, leg, lend, pen, red, said, send, shed
spend, spread, ten, when

6.4.3 Clipped

best, bet, breath, check, chest, deaf, death, debt, desk, dress, fetch, fresh, get, guess, left, less
let, mess, neck, nest, net, next, pet, rest, step, stretch, sweat, test, wet, yes

6.4.4 Fuli length vs. clipped
bed/bet, led/let, dead/debt, edge/etch, wed/wet, said/set, peg/peck, rev/ref

6.4.5 Retracted before dark {1/
bell, sell/cell, fell, gel, hell, shell, stoell, tell, well, weld, self, shelf, elk, elm, help, else, belt, felt, me}

6.4.6 Multiple

bedspread, bestseller, deathbed, egghead, eggshell, epilepsy, existential, extraterrestriaf
headdress, headrest, headset, letterhead, nevertheless, recollect, recommend, redhead
referendum, represent, retrospect, self-centred, self-confessed, self-defence, self-hel
self-possessed, seif-respect, semiprecious, semi-professional, temperamental, trendsette
well-bred, well-connected, well-fed, well-intentioned, well-read, whenever

6.4.7 Additional words

ahead, any, belly, bury, cellar, cherry, clever, credit, defend, desert (n.), develop, echo, ele
phant, energy, enemy, engine, error, feather, heavy, jealous, leather, lemon, many, measu

metry, pleasant, ready, weather, yellow, address, adventure, centre, collect, correct, dentist,

LA,

event, healthy, letter, message, plenty, question, technique, index, context, access, alphabet;

ancestor, comment

6.4.8 Phrases

a best friend, a dead end, a debt collector, a health centre, a special event, a buried treasur
chest, a wedding ceremony, an electric fence, bed and breakfast, a breath of fresh air, correc
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an error, dead and buried, death threats, a defence mechanism, a desperate effort, dress sense,
forensic tests, a French head chef, fresh eggs, gentle exercise, genuine leather, heavy metal,
an intelligence test, a jet engine, lemon zest, a precious gem, a protective shell, red peppers,
send a letter, a sense of adventure, a spelling errot, stretch your legs, a wedding dress, wet
cement, deadly enemies

§.4.9 Sentences

Beth has no sense of adventure.

The men were mending the nets,

The desert stretched out endlessiy.

Ellen and Emma were best friends.

How can [ tell if the eggs are fresh?

Ken has no dress sense whatsoever!

The breathalyser test proved negative.
Ted’s bed and breakfast is exceptional.
Fred says he regularly gets death threats.
10 The hotel was excellent in every respect.
11 Derek wasn’t ready to accept these tenets.
12 Dennis places a heavy emphasis on ethics.

DO 3 O WA e W b

13 Jenny made several perceptive suggestions.

14 Benjamin and Betty went everywhere together,

15 The empty desk suggested that Jeremy had left.

16 T'H never forget the expression on Edward’s face.

17 Megan’s always one step ahead of everyone else.

18 The elections are scheduled for December the seventh.
19 These sectors are heavily dependent on technology.
20 We had a very helpful attendant at the check-in desk.

6.4.10 Dialogues

Is this your best effort?
B: Yes, it’s my very best attempt.
A: Tt’s a terrible mess,
B: Weli, I bet the rest aren’t any better!

A: Fred, have you been sending death threats to Ted again?

B: | penned my ten best ever on Wednesday and sent them direct. A real treasure chest of
devilish, hellish threats. A clever jest for my very best friend.

A: But you neglected to append your name and address, Fred! He read your letter and more
or less wet the bed!

B:  Wet the bed? What a terrible defence mechanism.

A: Tmeant he drenched it in sweat. Now get ready to tell him you sent the letter in error and
you're terribly repentant.

A:  Are you getting ready for your French test?
B: French is my best subject. The test’li be an effortless success.
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A:  Have you kept abreast of the expected content of the test — the irregular present tense.'

the imperative? - an
B: My friends said to expect questions about the feminine gender and inflections.
A: In the end, your friends aren’t as friendly as you guessed!

=-€.5-5 Full length vs, clipped

' add/at, bad/bat, badge/batch, bag/back, cab/cap, had/hat, rag/rack, lab/lap, plaid/plait, slab/
slap, tab/tap, fad/fat, pad/pat, sad/sat, lag/lack, sag/sack, snag/snack, tag/tack

6.5 TRAP /m/ 5.6 Retracted before dark /1

6.5.1 Description ..“c:aﬂal, pal, talc, scalp, shail

Open, front, unrounded. This vowel has become increasingly open since the middle of the

twentieth Fe’ntury and is now typically fully open. For many speakers, Trap can be rather lon
before voiced consonants, almost as long as the free vowels. S =

6.5.7 Multiple

- sbnormality, abracadabra, abstract (n.), acrobat, anagram, Anglo-Saxon, anorak, anthrax,
nti-climax, aristocrat, aromatic, backgammon, backhand, backlash, backpack, back-
“seratcher, backslash, backtrack, bandana, bandstand, bandwagon, battleaxe, blackjack, cara-
“yan, cataract, catnap, claptrap, crash-land, fantastic, flapjack, gangplank, gasman, granddad,
_handbag, handstand, haphazard, hatchback, jackass, magnanimous, malpractice, mantrap,
 manufacture, mathematics, no-man’s-land, parallelogram, ransack, saddlebag, sandbag, sat-
© jsfaction, slapdash

6.5.2 Spelling

<a> bang, cab, bank, mat, arrow, taxi

Unusual spellings

plal, plaid, meringie, timbre - 6.5.8 Additional words

“action, actor, agony, amateur, anchor, anger, angry, animal, ankle, apple, arrow, attack, atfrac-
"tive, balcony, battle, blanket, cabbage, café, camera, cancel, candle, capital, carry, channel,
 chapter, character, damage, dragon, exam, fancy, fashion, gamble, grammar, habit, imagine,
“manage, manners, marry, massive, matter, harrow, natural, packet, panic, perhaps, plastic,
- practical, rabbit, shadow, tablet, talent, taxi, travel, understand, value, vanish, syntax, con-
* tact, climax

6.5.3 Full length

add, bad, badge, bag, band, bang, cab, can, drag, fan, gang, glad, grand, hand, haﬁg jam,
have, land, man, pan, plan, rag, sad, sand, stand, van e

6.5.4 Clipped

axe, back, bat, black, cash, cat, catch, chat, clap, crash, flash, flat, ot i
match, pat, rat, scratch, snap, tap, tax, track, tfap, wrap el fal gep, gas Bt lop, gy, mat - 6.5.9 Phrases

" a bad attitude, a balancing act, a bank manager, a black cab, a plastic carrier bag, a ham sand-
- wich, a jazz band, a married man, a matter of fact, a narrow gap, natural talent, a panic attack,
“a bad back, a traffic jam, an asthma attack, an elastic band, as mad as a hatter, bank balance,
* black magic, a gambling man, hand in hand, happily married, natural gas, pack your bags, a
- plan of action, a rat catcher, a relaxed attitude, value added tax, 2 bad habit, a black cat

. 6.5.10 Sentences

Pack vour bags.

Amanda was in absolute agony.

Andrew landed flat on his back.

Thanks for clarifying the matter.

Pat and Jack catch rabbits in traps.

Anna has a natural talent for languages.
Alan has a callous attitude towards cats.
My granddad had a massive heart attack.

L6 =3 O h B WO B e

Figure 6.4 The TrRaP /&/ vowel.
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9 Barry’s a happily married family man.
10 Has Patrick got an accurate map of Japan?
11 Can you see the animal tracks in the sand?
12 'The manager valiantly tackled the challenge.
13 Matthew was very practical and matter of fact.
14 Natasha understands how to handle the matter.
15 Annabel patted Fanet on the back and dashed off.
16 Catherine wore a black jacket and a matching hat.
17 Sebastian still has panic attacks after his accident.
18 The sandwiches were packed in a plastic carrier bag,
19 Larry wrapped Alice in a blanket and carried her back.
20 Joanna had exams, so we had to cancel our plans to go camping.

6.5.11 Dialogues

I wish they’d scrap the tax on plastic carrier bags.
Hang on! They shouid scrap the bags, not the tax.
You're mad! A man can’t carry masses of shopping back to the car without a bag,
If you had a stash of bags in the back of your car, you'd always have one to hand.

Is that a fat black rat you’re carrying in your jacket? N
Sally’s a black rat, but she’s not fat. Fancy embarrassing her like that! What bad
manners! e
Having a menagerie of angry animals jammed in your jacket pockets is bad manners and
a very bad habit.
Don’t exaggerate. A rabbit, a rat and a cat aren’t a menagerie. Here, pat Sally on the
back. She’s saddened by your attack on her character. -

R

P

W

Now that P'm a married man, I'm abandoning my bad habits.
Is Jan planning to abandon her bad habits? :

What bad habits? Jan’s a fantastic catch. She doesn’t have any bad habits.
Marriage has a habit of bringing out bad manners in even the most fantastic catch.

by B B o

6.6 STRUT /a/

6.6.1 Description

Between open-mid and open, central, unrounded.

6.6.2 Spelling

<> sum, butter, curry
<o> love, money, nothing, colour
<ou> cousin, courage, trouble, enough, tough

Unusual spellings
blood, flood, does
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igure 6.5 The sTRUT /a/ vowel.

- 6.6.3 Full length

blood, bud, bug, bun, buzz, club, come, crumb, cub, drug, drum, flood, fun, fund, gun, judge,

. jug, love, mud, plug, rub, rug, run, son/sun, sponge, stuff, suck, thumb, tongue, young

. 6.6.4 Clipped

blush, bust, crush, cup, cut, duck, dust, hut, luck, nut, rough, rush, shut, suck, touch, tough,

trust

4.6.5 Full length vs. clipped
bud/but, bug/buck, buzz/bus, cub/cup, lug/luck, pub/pup, cud/eut, tug/tuck, mud/mutt, dug/
duck, mug/muck, rug/ruck

6.6.6 Retracted before dark U/
cull, dull, guil, hull, Tull, skull, bulb, bulge, indulge, bulk, sulk, gulp, pulp, pulse, consult,

- cult, culture, result, vulture

6.6.7 Multiple

bloodsucker, bubblegum, buitercup, dumbstruck, fuddy-duddy, gunrun‘mer,i hozzys::{l:};z
humbug, humdrum, knuckle-duster, lovey-dovey, monkey-puzzle, multi-coiour m;stomed
skull, punch-drunk, rough-and-tumble, runner-up, subculture, thumbs-up, unac:lerm,C . ),
unbecoming, unbutten, uncomfortable, uncover, underc_over, undercurrent‘, un Cut. X
underdone, undernourished, understudy, uninstructed, uninterrupted, upcoming, upper

6.6.8 Additional words

above. another, become, brother, bubble, bucket, buckle, budget, bundle, bungalow, :utte;,
buttor; clumsy, colour, company, country, couple, cousin, cover, cuddle, culture, cupboard,
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curry, customer, discover, discovery, double, dozen, enough, funny, glove, honey, hy
dred, hungry, hurry, husband, lucky, money, monkey, mother, muscle, onion, oven, rg
bish, stomach, sudden, suffer, summer, thorough, trouble, impulse, humbug, frustratios
umbrella '

6.6.9 Phrases

covered in blood, a younger brother, a dustpan and brush, a stomach bug, a currant by
a London double-decker bus, at the touch of a button, lovely colours, a young couple,
front cover, lumpy custard, suddenly discover, a drug smuggler, a rubber duck, a rub
dump, covered in dust, a sudden flood, just for fun, a trust fund, rubber gloves, runny hone
a loving husband, brotherly love, tough luck, a lump sum, Sunday lunch, run out of mone
a couple of months, a young mother, stuck in mud, a tough nut, a rumbling stomach, a
bucket, a wonder drug, oven gloves, the mother tongue

6.6.10 Sentences

Fust my luck!

My husband loves currant buns,

Justin was unintentionally funny.

Don’t be upset. It was just for fun.

Just dump the rubbish in the dustbin.

Douglas suffered the ultimate insult.

My son’s truck got stuck in the mud.

The country was inundated by floods.

The young thug was covered in blood.

The gunfire rumbled like dull thunder.

Russell finds lumpy custard disgusting.

Russian and Dutch are my mother tongues.

Button mushrooms are cultivated in Hungary.

There are dozens of cups and mugs in the cupboard.

My cousin has become reluctant to trust other adults.

We indulged in a sumptuous Sunday lunch at the pub,

I subsequently discovered the company had gone bust.

The conductor grunted: “Hurry up, love. Jump on the bus.’
For a month the government was unable to run the country.
You can indulge in another cup of coffee at the touch of a button.

—
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A1 Dialogues

Cover the muffins and buns!

Is your son suddenly coming back? -

Let’s stuff them back in the oven. Pass me another dozen of the big ones.
But your mother and brother said he was on a run with your cousin . . .

B by

Coming duck hunting on Monday?
I love the countryside, but hunting ducks sounds too bloody for my wea
stomach,

el

 Between open-mid and open, back, rounded.

4.
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. 1¢'s rubber ducks we hunt. My mother covers a couple in mud and hides them in the rub- e e

i i lub.
bish dump behind the pub near the counfry c
pznother one of your family’s funny traditions? You really are a nutty bunch!

These currant buns are nothing like the ones that come out of my mother’s oven,

: I've had enough of your mother’s currant buns. I love these ones and could munch doz-

ens and dozens for lunch.

. You'll suffer in the long run. A bulging stomach stuffed with buns, and your agly mug

covered in blood.

B 1y mug covered in blood? ,
- I\W/I%e‘;ghs/llum Eglears you've had enough of her currant buns, she’ll tug off her oven gloves

and punch your ugly mug till it gushes with blood!

7 ot o/

7.1 Description

7.2 Spelling

<p> block, clock, frog

<wa> = /wp/ swan, want, was, watch ‘

<qua> = /kwo/ equality, qualify, quality, quantity, qu‘arrel
<> because, caulifiower, sausage, Austria, Australia

Unusual spellings

cough, trough, knowledge, yacht

6.7.3 Full length
| blob, bog, clog, cod, dog, fog, job, knob, lodge, log, mob, nod, odd, plod, pod, prod, rob, rod,
- snob, sob, solve

Figure 6.6 The Lot /o/ vowel.




160  Practice: individual strong vowels

6.7.4 Clipped

block, boss, box, clock, cloth, cost, cot, cough, crop, cross, dock, dot, drop, fox, frog :
hot, knock, lock, loss, lost, lot, mock, mop, moss, moth, not, off, plot, pop, rock, rot, shoc
shop, shot, sock, soft, spot, top, want, wash, wasp, watch, what, yacht

6.7.5 Full iength vs. clipped

clog/clock, cod/cot, dog/dock, flog/flock, log/lock, mob/mop, nod/not, plod/plot, hob/h"
pod/pot, rod/rot, trod/trot, frog/frock

6.7.6 Retracted before dark /1]

alcohol, doll, dolphin, golf, absolve, dissolve, evolve, involve, resolve, solve

6.7.7 Muitiple

chocoholic, choreography, coffeepot, compost, correspond, cosmos, dogsbody, foxtrot, go
stopper, hogwash, horizontal, hotdog, hotpot, hotspot, lollipop, moliycoddle, monologu
monophthong, monstrosity, non-stop, not-for-profit, oblong, orange-blossom, poppyc
potshot, rock-bottom, shopaholic, stopcock, stopwatch, top-notch, watchdog

6.7.8 Additional words

accommodation, across, anonymous, apology, astonished, belong, body, bomb, botrow, bo
tle, bottom, chocolate, coffee, coffin, collar, comedy, common, copy, cottage, doctor, donki
follow, forest, gossip, hobby, hollow, honest, honour, horrible, horror, hover, knowledg
modern, monster, office, pocket, popular, possible, profit, project (n.), promise, prope, qua
fied, quality, rocket, sausage, solid, sorry, swallow, topic, trolley, wallet, October, epoc
diphthong, tripod, apricot

6.7.9 Phrases

an atomic bomb, a body of knowledge, a bottle top, a box of chocolates, a coffee shop, co
mon knowledge, drop a bomb, a foreign body, the Foreign Office, a gossip column, a Gothic
novel, a hot water bottle, job losses, the Loch Ness Monster, a long shot, a modast cost
novel concept, orange squash, a rock concert, a pop song, a proper job, a qualified do
resolve a problem, a shopping trolley, solid rock, strong coffee, top quality, job prospec

6.7.10 Sentences

1 Joshua watched in horror.

2 It’s a long shot, but why not?

3 They dropped an atomic bomb.

4 Dorothy has a soft spot for Oscar.

5 Tom’s got a copy of the document.
6 Poverty’s a complex phenomenon,
7 Molly got Bob a box of chocolates.

L e et :
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The box fell off the top of the lorry.

This shop sells top quality products,

John got a job in the Foreign Office.

Do you want coffee or hot chocolate?

Roger’s job prospects are promising.

Domini¢’s a properly qualified doctor.

Horace Walpole was the first Gothic novelist.
Thomas had forgotten he’d lost his stopwatch.
Colin longed for a holiday on the Costa del Sol.
Oliver and Donna watched Top of the Pops online.
18 A majority of the respondents opted for the soft option.

19 How do we solve the probiems of poverty and inequality?

g Lots of Scots claim they’ve spotted the Loch Ness Monster.

.11 Dialogues

Stop mocking John. It’s wrong to sing such nasty songs.
- It’s wrong to wear odd socks.

B
. A: lt’s a common problem if you’re not conscientious.
“B: A common problem if you're a rotten slob!

A: Apot of strong hot coffee will fix that cough.

B: The doctor said not to drink coffee until I've stopped coughing.
What a lot of nonsense! He’s not a proper doctor, It’s common knowledge that strong hot
coffee’s the top fonic for a cough.
Your top tonic makes me want to vomit.

1t’s so hot on this poxy yacht.

Get off if you want. I'm not stopping you.

You want me to drop to the bottom of the sea?

What an idiotic comment! We’re in dock, you donkey. You can step off this poxy yacht
if that’s what you want.

6.8 Free monophthongs: summary of key features

o The six free monophthongs are FLEECE /i1/, GOOSE /U/, NURSE /3/, PALM /at/, THOUGHT /o:/ and
‘squark /feo/. Their key features are:

1 As free vowels, they can appear in syllables with or without a ceda.

©2  They are of relatively long duration when compared with the checked vowels (and there-

fore are often referred to as long vowels).
3 They are shortened when followed by a voiceless consonant in the same syllable (pre-

fortis clipping).

a) The shortening of the close free monophthongs, FLeece /i/ and Goose fuy/, is greater
than that of the non-close free monophthongs — NURSE /31, PALM /ai/, THOUGHT /21/
and SQUARE /ea/.

b)  Shortening of vowels is an important cue for identifying whether a following
obstruent is voiced or voiceless.
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5 Goose /ur is no longer a back vowel, but a central vowel with weak lip- roun
{coose-fronting).

6 Nurse /3¢ is a long schwa.

7 Asubgroup of paLm /at/ words, called the BatH words, has TRaP /&/, not pALM, in man
the accents of the north of England and North America (see section 6.12.1).

8  Both ruEECE /ii/ and GoosE /ui/ have common slightly diphthongal variants — [11] alon
side [i:] for rueece and [uu] alongside {w:] for cooss,

9 square /feaf was formerly a centring diphthong, and its phonemic symbol stil] reﬁects t}u

6.9 rLeece it/

6.9.1 Description

A littie lower than close, a littie backer than front, unrounded. Many speakers have a narro
diphthongal glide [1i] when the vowel has full length, notably in final positions, e.g. fie
Before voiceless consonants, there’s usually little or no glide, e.g. feer. Before dark /I/ a ce:
tring glide is heard, e.g. reel, wheel (pre-/I/ breaking; see section 5.6).

6.9.2 Spelling

<ee> bee, see, glee

<eg> sea, tea, season, reveal

<ie> achieve, believe, grieve, niece
<eg> these, gene, scene

<ei> seize, receive, ceiling

<i> ski, niche, magazine

Unusual spellings

people, Phoebe, foetus, Phoenix, key, quiche, suite, mosquito, Portuguese, quay

X

Figure 6.7 The rieece /it/ vowel. The diagram shows both the monophthongal and d|phtho
gal allophones. :

4 rLEECE /B, GOOSE /w and TeOUGHT /o aren’t merely long versions of kit /v, FooT Ay and LOT o
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9.3 Full length (open syllables)

“bee, sea, key, ski, tea, tree, three, fleasfles, free, knee, pea, fee

4.9.4 Full length (closed syliables)

‘head, bleed, breeze, cheese, feed, freeze, lead (v.), leave, need, please, read, seed, speed, &
squeeze, tease, weed, sleeve, bean, clean, cream, dream, gleam, green, jeans, keen, mean,

qeen, scene, scream, screen, sieam, stream, team, seem

: .9.5 Pre-{lf breaking

eal, feel, field, heal’heel, kneel, meal, peel, squeal, steel/steal, wheel, shield, reveal

6.9.6 Clipped

beach, beast, beat, beef, brief, cheap, cheat, cheek, deep, each, eat, feet, grease, heat,
keep, leaf, leak/leck, meat/meet, neat, niece, peace/piece, peach, peak, reach, seat, sheep,
sheet, sleep, sneak, speak, speech, steep, street, sweet, teach, teeth, thief, treat, weak/week,
screech

6.9.7 Full length vs. clipped

bead/beat, seize/cease, seed/seat, weed/wheat, greed/greet, heed/heat, Swede/sweet, tweed/
tweet, believe/belief, grieve/grief, leave/leaf, relieve/relief, thieve/thief, teethe/teeth, knees/
gce, peas/peace

6.9.8 Multiple

beanfeast, beefeater, beekeeper, deep-sea, deep-seated, freewheel, heat-seeking, legalese,
peacekeeper, piecemeal, seaweed, speed-read, squeaky-clean, tea-tree, 3-D, weak-kneed,
BBC

'4,.9.9 Additional words

agree, asleep, cathedral, ceiling, colleague, complete, decent, defeat, delete, detail, dis-
ease, eager, easy, evening, extreme, feature, fever, freedom, indeed, litre, machine, maga-
zine, medium, people, police, reason, release, repeat, secret, centipede, chlorine, colleagus,

. hygiene, protein, vaccine

6.9.10 Phrases

green beans, a bleak scene, the queen bee, a deep-seated belief, a sea breeze, a brief meeting,
a piece of cheese, a police chief, a sireet cleaner, the deep blue sea, a feeling of deep grief,
delete an email, a devious scheme, complete disbelief, an easy read, an elite athlete, an even-
ing meal, an evil creature, between two extremes, a key feature, keep a secret, legal fees, a
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reasonable fee, beneath your feet, a green field, free speech, green leaves, green tea, a clegy
handkerchief, a weak leader, lean meat, a weekly magazine, a secret meeting, keep yo
receipt, a key mg,redlent a peace treaty, a sneak preview, sea creafures, a secret mgredsem
clean sheets, a three-piece suite, VIP treatment, extreme heat, keep clean

6.9.11 Sentences

1 Please leave me in peace!

2 We believe in freedom of speech.

3 These wheels are extremeiy cheap.

4 An elite athlete needs a lean physique.

5 Eat a piece of cheese after every meal.

6 Anita and Peter sealed the deal at three p.m.

7 Phoebe completed a degree in Swedish.

8 Eve seems reasonably easy to deal with,

9 Denise received treatment for the disease.
10 The sea breeze decreased the feeling of heat.
11 Reading tea leaves can reveal people’s secrets.
12 Steve’s a beekeeper, and Amelia’s a PE teacher.
13 We treated ourselves to a cream tea on the beach.
14 Keith has no redeerning features, but Sheila’s sweet.
15 This is the first decent meal I've had in three weeks.
16 Pete speaks Greek, and Christina speaks Portuguese.
17 The thief succeeded in deceiving the chief of police.
18 Ihave a feeling of deep grief, but his death’s a relief.
19 Tl leave the green beans and peas in the deep freeze.
20 The people of New Zealand are frequently called Kiwis,

6.9.12 Dialogues

A You don’t seem to be a keen reader.

B: Me? I read three magazines a week!

A: You need to read more signs. That one says ‘Please keep feet off seats.’

B: Oh! 1 see what you mean.

A: Steve’s a keen beekeeper.

B: He keeps bees? So if | need any honey . . .

A: He’s a vegan, He doesn’t agree with stealing from bees.

B: Why does he keep the creatures?

A:  He breeds three endangered species of honeybee.

A: How sweet of you to meet me this evening!

B: Ineed to see you to feel complete. Believe me!

A: T'm speechless. I can’t feel the ground beneath my feet, :
B: 1 mean it. I dream of leading an extremely genial life with you. Please be my

queen!

Practice: individual strong vowels 1.65 ._ i

.- 6.10 Goose /u:/

6.10.1 Description

lose, central, weakly rounded. Many speakers use a diphthongal glide [vu], especially in

‘final position, e.g. blue, true, do. The lip-rounding is nowadays weak and may be entirely
" ghsent. The vowel has gradually become more front in the twenty-first century, especially
 foliowing /¥, e.g. use, beautiful. The glide is lost before dark /I/, where a backer realisation

¢ heard, e.g. rule, cool.

18.10.2 Spelling

<go> boot, choose, food

<> duty, amusing

<y-¢> brute, cube, cute

<g> do, to (strong form), two, tomb, who
<p-e> move, lose, prove, whose

<ou> group, through, youth

<yi> bruise, fruit, juice, suit

<pe> blue, clue, true, venue

<eu> feud, manoeuvre, neutral, queue, pseudo-
<pw> blew, chew, crew, interview

* Unusual spellings

. beauty, beautiful, shoe

6.10.3 Full length (open syllables)

" blue/blew, clue, chew, crew, dew/due, do, drew, few, glue, grew, new/knew, queue/cue,
" screw, shoe, through, true, two/too, view, who, you, zoo

ul
Q}H

Figure 6.8 The coose fu/ vowel. The diagrams shows both the monophthongal and diph-
thongal allophones.
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6.10.4 Full length (closed syllables)

bruise, choose, food, huge, mood, move, prove, smooth, moon, noon, room, soon, Spog
ZOOm

6.10.5 Clipped

boot, cute, flute, fruit, goose, hoot, juice, loop, loose, roof, root, shoot, suit, tooth

6.10.6 Full length vs. clipped

rude/root, sued/suit, prove/proof, booed/boot, brewed/brute, queued/cute, lose/loose us
{v.)/use (n.), abuse (v.Yabuse (1.)

6.10.7 Retracted before dark /lf

cool, fool, ghoul, mule, pool, rule, school, stool, tool

6.10.8 Multiple

Oy by o

cock-a-doodle-doo, foolproof, gury, supercomputer, supercool, superhutnan, voodoo

W

6.10.9 Additional words

absolutely, afternoon, amusing, argue, balloon, beauty, computer, conclude, confusmg,"
future, human, humour, improve, include, movie, music, remove, rumour, student, stipid,
uniform, unit, bridegroom, costume, cuckoo, destitute, fortune, mtemew issue, menu, mod
ule, nephew, persecute, substitute, volume

6.10.10 Phrases

a4 soup spoon, a room with a view, absohutely true, a beautiful view, choose from the men
confuse the issue, fruit juice, doom and gloom, through the roof, human communicatiol
improve your mood, junior school, lose enthusiasm, move smoothly, a music school, nucleat:
fusion, nutritious food, of dubious value, conclusive proof, remove your shoes, room for’
manoeuvre, a blue school uniform, use a computer, a useful clue, youthful enthusiasm, abso :
Iutely useless, lose a tooth, remove a tumour

6.10.11 Sentences

You stupid fool!

This view’s too crude,

Fruit’s a nutritious food.

Matthew was an astute pupil.
Luke was confuging the issue.
Ruth’s suit’s absolutely beautiful,
My tutor confused Judy with Lucy.
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Drop your doom and gloom attitude.

Louis used it as an excuse to do it too.

The room was filled with huge suitcases.

Fruit juice can boost your immune system.

Music was played throughout the afternoon.

They unanimously approved the constitution.

The shoes and boots in that boutique are cute.

Do you usually listen to music at full volume?

Susan and Julie went to junior school together.

My computer guru will be back on Tuesday afternoon.

Hugh took the opportunity to interview some of the pupils.

Ruby knew that Andrew would soon lose his youthful enthusiasm,
A statue of Newton can be found at one of the Oxford University museums.

6.10.12 Dialogues

There are too few serious issues in the news.

Who wants doom and gloom in June?

1 assume you disapprove of truth in the news, you fool.

1 knew you'd choose a gloomy mood instead of good huraour and amusement.

Sue says she’s through with Bruce.

The rumours are absolutely true. I knew they were doomed when 1 saw Bruce with Judy
outside the music school on Tuesday.

You zoom in on all the clues!

The brute had on a new puce suit and new blue shoes.

What a costume!

I don’t know what to choose from the menu.

Do choose soon. I need food!

Don’t be rude. I’l] choose soon,

Just choose stew for you and goose for me.

No soup? No prune juice?

Choose soup and prune juice, but soon! I'm drooling!

6.11 nurse /31/

6.11.1 Description

Mid, central, unrounded.

6,11.2 Spelling

<er> herd, determined, fertile
<ur> fur, turn, ocour, purpose
<ir> bird, girl, confirm, dirty

<ear> egrth, rehearse, earnest
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Figure 6.9 The nuURsE /31 vowel,

<our> adjourn, courteous, journey
<yr> myrile, myrrh
<wor> = /w3:/ word, worthy, world, worth

Unusual spellings

colonel, attorney, milieu, entrepreneur (2lso sometimes adieu)

6.11.3 Full length {open syllables)

blur, fur, purr, stir, sir, spur, slur

6.11.4 Full length {closed syllables)

bird, burn, curb, curve, eam, fem, firm, germ, herb, learn, nerve, serve, stern, term, thifd,'_'

turn, word, worm

6.11.5 Clipped
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© 6. 11.9 Additional words

. glert, allergic, burden, burger, burglar, certain, circle, circuit, circus, commercial, concerned,
* confirm, curtain, deserve, dirty, early, emergency, eternal, expert, fertile, furniture, journal,
. merchant, murder, murmur, observe, perfect (adj.), permanent, person, prefer, purple, pur-
| pose, refer, reserve, return, reverse, servant, service, survey (n.), thirsty, turkey, version,
- advert, proverb, suburb

- 6.11.10 Phrases

" a first-class service, a bird reserve, a church service, a circular journey, confirm the worst, a
© dirty word, an early bird, emergency first aid, the emergency services, an externai observer,
" fertile earth, the First World War, in a perfect world, in no uncertain terms, permanent work,
 the person concerned, the return journey, first-degree burns, serve a purpose, slur your words,

sterling work, virtually perfect, a turn for the worse, chirping birds, dirty work, early work,
. emergency surgery, the first anniversary

6.11.11 Sentences

Herbert did the dirty work.

The girls wore twirl skirts.

She worked as a nurse in Serbia.
Ernest needed emergency surgery.
Pearl’s an expert on early furniture.
She worked like a whirling dervish.
I’m ailergic to virtually all perfumes.
Earl deserved to come first, not third.
The first version was virtuaily perfect.
10 How do you determine a pearl’s worth?
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. 11 The return journey from Berlin was murder.

12 Thursdays are the worst for service workers,
13 The girls were determined to learn Burmese.
14 That advert in the Observer was certainly disturbing,

' S 15 it’s Bernard’s thirty-third birthday on the thirty-first.
birth, church, curse, dirt, earth, first, hurt, nurse, purse, search, shirt, skirt, surf, work, worst 16 Curtis and Gertie journeyed from Germany to Turkey.
worst, worth B © 17 She seemed unperturbed by Vernon’s curt, hurtful words.
18 Curse those chirping birds that disturb me so eaily!
6.11.6 Full length vs. clipped 19 Shirlfay’s journey to‘Serbia turned out to be nervejracking.
20 Ferdinand was told in no uncertain terms not to disturb Gertrude.

heard/hurt, purrs/purse, serve/surf, curs/curse, surge/search, purge/perch, curd/curt, purred/pé

6.11.7 Retracted before dark Il

curl, eard, girl, hurl, pearl, twirl, whirl, world

6.11.8 Muliiple

B B oA B

earthworks, earthworm, hurly-burly, pervert (n.), word-for-word, word-perfect, Wordswort

 6.11.12 Dialogues

Vernon’s certainly nervous about burglars.

His work as a pearl and fur merchant means his house is perfect for burglars.

And his furniture’s worth a fortune.

You're certain he’s out on Thursday for his birthday party?

Burglary’s dirty work, but the economy’s taken a turn for the worse and my gir{’s thirsty
for pearls.
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A: Tm concerned about Percy’s thirst for sherbet. g
B: It’s worse than you know, The dental nurse told him to return to the dentist for mo
work on the surfaces of his teeth.
A: He’s impervious to the threat of emergency surgery. His perverted thirst for sherbet'h
given him scurvy.

B: Pm certain he’ll never learn. He says it’s worth it for his precious sherbet.

A: The first person he murdered was a burglar.

B: Did the burglar deserve it? :
A: The burglar wasn’t at work. He only learnt later that burglary was that person’s work
B: Was the thirty-third murder victim also a burglar?

A: No, he murdered a colonel and then an earl,

B: This murderer went up in the world!

6.12 paLm fa:/

6.12.1 Description

Open, back-central, unrounded. Note that GB uses paLM /ai/ in a set of words known as thé
BATH words. These have Trap /@/ in General American. They typically occur when <a> is
followed by a nasal + consonant, e.g. plant, chance, command, or a fricative, e.g. class, past,
but there are many exceptions, e.g. exam with TRAP, example with paLM, gas with TRAP, grass

with paLM,

6.12.2 Spelling

<ar> bark, card, remark, target
<g> dance, father, last

Unusual spellings

clerk, Berkshire, Berkeley, Derby, sergeant, calf, calm, palm, half, heart, hearth, bour.
geois, memoir, repertoire, reservoir

Figure 6.10 The raLm /ai/ vowel,
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“6.12.3 Full length
" w) Open syllables

bar, bra, car, far, jar, scar, star, tar
b) Closed syllables
arm, barge, barn, caim, card, carve, charge, charm, farm, guard, hard, harm, large, palm,
starve, vase

6.12.4 Clipped

- art, aunt, bark, bath, blast, branch, brass, calf, carp, cart, cast, chance, chart, class, craft, daft,
“dance, dark, draft, fast, glance, glass, grasp, grass, half, heart, last, laugh, march, mark, marsh,
- park, part, pass, past, path, plant, scarf, shaft, shark, sharp, smart, spark, staff, start, task, vast

6.12.5 Full length vs, clipped
bras/brass, carve/calf, card/cart, hard/heart, halve/half, large/larch, starve/staff, starred/start

6.12.& Retracted before dark 1Y/

banal, gnarl, morale, snarl

6.12.7 Multiple
aardvark, farmyard, half-hearted, half-mast, heart-to-heart, lah-di-dah, taskmaster

6.12.8 Additional words

advance, advantage, after, alarm, angwer, argue, artist, bargain, basket, carpet, castle, demand,
disaster, drama, example, farmer, father, garden, garlic, guardian, guitar, harbour, harvest,
market, nasty, parcel, pardon, partner, rather, sample, sergeant, target, banana, giraffe, plas-
ter, command, slander, memoir, placard, rhubarb

6.12.9 Phrases

an all-star cast, armed guards, arts and crafts, demand an answer, a barn dance, a hard bar-
gain, far apart, a fast car, a garden path, a glass jar, half a chance, hard to grasp, the last laugh,
a heart bypass, a jar of marmalade, a large part, a last chance, a marketing department, park
a car, part-time staff, a safari park, start to laugh, a dancing class, a hearty laugh, a master
class, a past master

6.12.10 Sentences

1 This is Arthur’s last chance.

2 Barbara’s father’s charming.

3 Margaret’s a hard taskmaster.

4 T’ve planted garlic in my garden.
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Mark was granted a partial pardon.
The sergeant was charged with arson.
Martha can’t master the art of dancing.
It’s hard to forecast the demand for cars.
9 Alexandra has a master of arts in drama.
10 Charlotte’s a marvellous sparring partner.
11 Let’s have a barbecue party this afternoon.
12 We put the jars of marmalade in the basket.
13 I bought my aunt & cardigan and a glass vase.
14 My father spent the afternoon at Cardiff Castle.
15 Archie’s a carpenter who’s a real master of his craft.
16 You can get a large harvest of tomatoes from one plant.
17 Marsha answered that she’d kept to her part of the bargain.
18 Sandra performs arduous tasks in the marketing department.
19 We were charmed by the llamas and the aardvarks at the safari park,

o -3 O Lh

20 Martin’s remarks on the advantages of a large sample were unanswerable.

6.12.11 Dialogues

Marge! I can’t start the blasted car again.

At last a chance to buy a faster car! This one’s only good for parts.
Don’t start demanding a large car we can’t afford.

I’d rather starve than be laughed at in this nasty old car.

oot

Is there any chance he and his pariner will attend the after-party?
They may have the last laugh and bypass the party.

W b

calm down and master their parts in advance,

This jar of marmalade has been started.
Carl was starving and took advantage of the unguarded jar.

b

rather nasty march.

B: Butyou're not an army sergeant. So calm down, father, button up your cardigan, and ea

your marmalade.

6.13 THOUGHT /2:/

6.13.1 Description

Below close-mid, back, rounded.

6.13.2 Spelling

<or> north, sort, force, sword /sord/
<ore> before, more, score

The cirama Charles starred in was marred by a lack of harmony among the all-star cast.

1t’s all rather a farce. If Charles had half your charm, he would’ve demanded they aI

A charming start to the afiernoon. If I was still a sergeant in the army, I'd send him on '

N

“Figure 6.11 The THouGHT f2:/ vowel,

<par> board, soar

<oor> poor (formerly with cUrE), door, floor

<quar> = /kwoi/ quartet, quartz, quarter (also /koita/)

<al> = /a:1/ also, always, false, salt (also /fols, splt/)

<gll> = fo:d/ all, fall, hall, tall

<au> author, launch, cause, fault (also /folt!)

<ar> = fway/ war, warm, reward

<aw> law, straw, dawa, awkward, awful

<our> your, you’re (these used to be said with cure), four, pour

<ur> sure, pure, cure (nowadays usually said with THOUGHT /o2 / but formetly with cure /ue/)

Unusual spellings

daughter, caught, brought, ought, thought, broad, water

" 6.13.3 Full length
- @} Open syliables

chore, claw, core, door, floor, four, jaw, law, more, pour, saw, score, shore, snore, store,
siraw, thaw, war

b} Closed syllables

board, broad, cause, clause, cord, fraud, lord, pause, sword, corn, form, horn, lawn,
storm, thorm, warm, yawn

6.13.4 Clipped

brought, caught/court, chalk, course, force, fought, fork, horse, north, porch, pork, port,
sauce/source, short, sort, sport, talk, taught, thought, walk

6.13.5 Full length vs. clipped

board/bought, broad/brought, cord/caught, cause/course, ford/fought, saws/sauce, sword/
sort, thawed/thought, ward/wart, poured/port, toured/taught
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6.13.6 Retracted before dark 1/

appal, ball/bawl, brawl, cali, crawl, drawi, fall, hall/haul, instali, maul, recall (v.), scraw
shawl, small, sprawl, stall, tall, trawl, wall

6.13.7 Multiple

all-important, auditorium, broadsword, daughter-in-law, door-to-door, floorboard, hawthorp
short-haul, walkie-talkie, wall-to-wall, warlord, watercourse, waterfall

6.13.8 Additional words

abroad, afford, author, autumn, award, before, daughter, divorce, enormous, important;

ignore, naughty, normal, orchard, reward, story, water, order, platform, acorn, audi
ordeal, jigsaw, tornado

6.13.9 Phrases

a short walk, water sports, all morning, an awkward pause, a chalk drawing, a court order;

draw the short straw, law enforcement, fall to the floor, a formal report, former glory, an
important resource, north of the border, pause for thought, pour water, restore order, a short
course, 3 water shortage, a small fortune, small talk, a tall order, a war memorial, warm

water, a divorce court, draw a portrait, a short story

6.13.10 Sentences

I bought it warts and all.

I always draw the short straw.

My daughter Glotia adores horses.

They sought to restore law and order.

Paul taught a course on the short story.

Audrey bought a gorgeous chalk drawing,

Paula’s favourite water sport is snorkelling.

George went for a short walk around Newport.

Claudia caught the ball before it hit the floor.

He called upon them to withdraw their forces.

It’s a Victorian fort restored to its former glory.

Small talk’s very important in any organisation.
Unfortunately, my report was altogether ignored.

Laura was a staunch supporter of law enforcement.

Norman will formally launch the report this morning.

It’s a memorial for the soldiers that fought in the war,

Claude gave a talk on George Orwell last aumimn.

Explore the Norwegian fjords on board the Queen Victoria.
He was caught at the border of Portugal with a false passport,
There was an awkward pause before Walter walked out the door.
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4.13.11 Dialogues {including cURe words)

You call that normal? You snore like a wild boar with a broken jaw!

There’s nothing boring about my snoring. It’s gorgeous.

"1l pour water on my naughty snoring boar before long.

Then 2 small brawl, some sort of law enforcement and a formal divorce court will
follow,

To B b

I bought forty-four false passports this morning.

Touring northern Europe while avoiding the law courts is even more plausible than

before.

A: When I was caught and brought before the Jaw court in Norway last August, they poured
scorn on me and [ felt so forlormn.

B: Caution is the order of the day. There’ll be no more forced walks across borders because

of a shortage of resources.

B B

Is Norman short or tall?

He’s neither short nor tali, neither small nor enormous.

You’re sure he’s not at all poor?

His fortune isn’t small, it’s enormous.

You adore Norman because he’s normal — neither short nor tall, neither small nor
enormous.

B: Yes, his enormous fortune isn’t important at all.

BB Dy oA

 6. 14 sQUARE /ea/

6.14.1 Description

Open-raid, front, unrounded. This vowel used to start from an open~mid front position and

move towards open-mid central. However, nowadays the glide is usually absent, and some
books and dictionaries now use the symboi /ex/ for sOUARE.

Figure 6.12 The sQUARE /ea/ vowel.




76 Practice: individual strong vowels

6.14.2 Spelling 4
. , 5

<air> air, chair, flair, questionnaire p
<are> bare, care, share, parent 7
<ar> scarce, scarcity, Sarah g
<ary> = feori/ Mary, scary, canary 9

<aria> = /earie/ vegetarian, Hungarian, variable
<arious> = /eories/ various, hilarious, gregarious
<ay> mayor, prayer

<ei> their, heir, heiress

Unusual spellings

they’re, there, where

6.14.3 Full length

@)  Open syllables
air, bare/bear, blare, care, chair, dare, fair/fare, flair/flare, glare, hair, mare/mayor, pait/
pear, rare, share, spare, square, stair/stare, swear, tear (rip), there, Wear/where_,'
affair, aware, beware, billionaire, compare, declare, despair, millionaire, nightmare,
prepare, questionnaire, repair, welfare
b) Closed syllables
laird, cairn, airs, aired, bears, blares, blared, cares, cared, chairs, dares, dared, far :
fared, flares, flared, glares, glared, pairs/pears, paired, shares, shared, spares, sp e
stairs/stares, stared, swears, tears {rips), wears

RS

6.14.4 Clipped

scarce

NN

6.14.5 Before Irl {(medial)

aerial, aeroplane, aguarium, area, barbarian, canary, dairy, fairy, hairy, hilarious, parent, p
rie, scary, variable, various, vary, vegetarian, wary :

EIN N

6.14.6 Multiple

airfare, airy-fairy, fair-haired, shareware

6.14.7 Phrases

a fair share, a caring parent, fair hair, scarcely bear, vegetarian fare, wear and tear, wear your
bair, prepare a questionnaire, fairly careful, prepared to swear
I

6.14.8 Sentences

I He left his heirs all his shares.
2 Sarah was scarcely ever there.
3 The hardware was beyond repair.
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Mary was aware of all his affairs.

He had a flair for writing fairy tales.

The chairman was a gregarious person,

I swear the pair of them looked hilarious.

Claite wouldn’t share the airfare with him.

They made the mayor aware of their despair.

Care must be taken to wear suitable footwear,

We prepared the questionnaire with great care.

I can scarcely bear to see her in that wheelchair.

We tasted the carefully prepared vegetarian fare.

We had dairy-free éclairs with caramelised pears.

It’s unfair to compare this area with the Canaries.

Her visual awareness was impaired after the scare.
It’s rare for it to be colder upstairs than downstairs,
Enter if you dare, and prepare yourselves for a scare!
Her nightmares scared her, but her parents didn’t care.
The Hungarian millionaire was wary of airy-fairy schemes.

6.14.9 Dialogues

Her parents don’t care if she swears,

They’re a pair! And look how she wears her hair.

I'wasn’t prepared for such a scare. She’s a real nightmare.

And now she’s in our care. Her parents just haven’t done their fair share.

Will you share your spare pear with me?

P’m prepared to share my spare pear if you swear to share it fairly.
[ swear. I'll be careful to share it fairly.

But where is my pear? It’s not where I left it,

Don’t despair. It’s over there, on the chair.

What a scare!

Claire always wears her hair with flair.

You mean Claire’s hair attracts stares.

To be fair, if you wear your hair with flair, you get stares.

I swear Clare’s scary canary hair attracts glares as well as stares!

6.15 Closing diphthongs: summary of key features

The five closing diphthongs are rACE /el/, PRICE /at/, CHOICE /aV/, GOAT fou/ and MoUTH /auy,
Their key features are:

They glide towards the close position at the top of the vowel space.

a} The fronting diphthongs, rac /er/, PricE /ar/ and cHOICE /ov/, glide towards the close
front position,

b) The backing diphthongs, Goar /su/ and mouta /av/, glide towards the close back
position,
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2 They are falling diphthongs.
a} More time is spent at the start position than gliding.
b) The glides rarely reach the close position but finish around close-mid.
3 Diphthongs can also be categorised according to the extent of the glide.
a) The narrow diphthongs, FAcE /et/ and coaTt /ou/, have very short glides.
b) The wide diphthongs, PRICE /al/, cHoICE /01/ 2nd MouTH /au/, have longer glides.
4 Aschwa /o/ is often inserted between the closing fronting diphthongs and a following
dark /I (pre-/l/ breaking).
5  Asfree vowels, they can appear in syilables with or without a coda.
6 They are of relatively long duration when compared with the checked vowels {and aré
therefore also long vowels).
7  They are shortened when followed by a voiceless consonant in the same syllable (pre-
fortis clipping).
a) The degree of shortening is as great as that of rLEECE /it/ and GoosE /ul/.
b} The first part is shortened, causing the glide to begin earlier than in unshortened
~ diphthongs.
c¢) Shortening of vowels is an important cue for identifying whether a following
obstruent is voiced or voiceless,
8  The starting position for Face /ei/ is closer than the position for the press /e/ vowel.’
9  When followed by dark /V/, coar /au/ has the allophone {oul.
6.16 race fer/
Description”

Starts below close-mid and moves towards close front. Unrounded throughout.

6.16.1 Spelling

Figure 6.13 The race /et/ vowel.

<a -+ consonant + vowel> lady, change, amazing, nature, space
<ague> = feig/ vague, plague
<ai(gh)> wait, contain, maintain, straight

l\

<ay> pay, stay, always
<ei> weigh, eight, beige
<gy> grey, obey, they

Loanwords from French:

pallet, buffet, sachet, café, sauté, pures, foyer, dossier, décor, matinee, suede &

Unusual spellings
steak, break, great, gauge, gaol, bass (but the fish is /bas/)

6.16.2 Full length

) Open syllables
grey, may, pay, say, spray, they, tray, way/weigh
b Closed syllables
age, aim, blade, blame, brain, brave, cage, came, cave, chain, change, fade, fame, flame,
frame, game, gave, grade, lane, made, maiymane, maze, name, page, paid, pain,
rain, same, save, shame, shave, stage, trade, train, vague, wage

6.16.3 Pre~/lf breaking

‘mail, rail, sail/sale, snail, tail/tale, fail, nail, dale, frail, gale, jail, pale, prevail, scale, snail,
_stale, trail

6.16.4 Clipped

ache, bake, base, break, cake, case, chase, date, eight, face, gate, grape, great, hate, lake, late,
make, place, plate, race, rate, shake, snake, space, state, straight, take, tape, taste, waist, wait

'6.16.5 Full length vs. clipped

: fade/fate, phase/face, grade/great, graze/grace, laid/late, made/mate, raise/race, raid/rate,
: ave/safe, trade/trait, trays/trace, wade/wait

16.16.6 Multiple

‘alienate, aviation, brainwave, database, day-to-day, face-to-face, gateway, mainstay, main-
“tain, make-or-break, mayonnaise, namesake, nation-state, painstaking, payday, playmate,
‘radiator, railway, razor-blade, straightaway, tailor-made, takeaway, wastepaper

6.16.7 Additional words

able, afraid, amazing, apron, arrange, ashamed, awake, baby, bacon, basic, cable, contain,
‘cradle, danger, escape, essay, favour, lady, lazy, major, mistake, nation, nature, paper, station,
‘table, calculate, circulate, decorate, educate, migraine, café
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6.16.8 Phrases

a display case, aches and pains, make an accusation, a paper aeroplane, in this day and ag

an estate agent, the main aim, stay awake, a naval base, a birthday cake, the brakes failed?'

lay a cable, bake a cake, an isolated case, a state of chaos, a champagne cocktail, a claim f5
compensation, face grave danger, at a later date, a grey day, face major delays, a favour

destination, brain drain, make a face, a humiliating failure, his main claim to fame, a nakeg

flame, play a game, the main gates, hate mail, a safe haven, a middle-aged lady, a man-m
lake, make a fatal mistake, maiden name, a change of pace, a waste of paper, a famoy
phrase, a safe place, a railway station, play it safe, at a snail’s pace, a faint trace, radxoac
waste, take a break, on a case-by-case basis, a radio station :

6.16.92 Sentences

The waiter laid eight places at the table.

Don’t use spray paint near a naked flame.

We were waiting for the plane to take off.

Wages aren’t keeping pace with inflation.

The patients complained of aches and pains.

“The rain in Spain stays mainly in the plain.’

Amy hates changing lanes on the motorway.

Caleb’s place is amazingly tastefully decorated.

The stage swayed dangerously under his weight.

10 The translations were displayed on facing pages.

11 The tornado left a trail of devastation in its wake.

12 ‘See you Later, Alligator’ was sung by Bill Haley.

13 David’s favourite meal is braised steak with gravy.

14 James was shaking as he made his way to the stage.

15 The wage negotiations will take place later in April.

16 They escaped to a safe haven from a place of danger.

17 The waitress complained about the heavily laden tray.

18 Grace and Jason take their holidays in faraway places.

19 The train was late so we had to wait for ages at the station.
20 The age difference placed a great strain on their relationship.

[T e R s L
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6.16.10 Dialogues

A:  Jane, take a break from saying hateful things for just one day!

B: It’s my nature to be straight and to paint things the way they are.

A: But it’s plainly a fatal mistake not to refrain from stating to Kate’s face that you hate th
way she bakes her favourite cake.

B:  Isthat what made her take the tray of pasmes and throw them inmy face in that painful way?.

A: It may have some relation to the case .

These cave paintings are in a shameful state.
P'm afraid to say we may be to blame.
We're making the paint fade and flake away?

A by

B B
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B: Eighty-eight groups of holidaymakers like us pay to circulate through the caves every

day and say what a shame it is that they’re obliterating all trace of the famous ancient
cave paintings . . .

This place makes my favourite gravy.

Isn’t it strange to rate a café on the taste of their gravy?

Wait till you taste the gravy, You’ll be grateful we came,

If you claim this gravy will amaze me and awaken strange cravings in me, you may be
exaggerating,

.17 pricE /al/

6.17.1 Description

Starts open central and moves towards close front. Unrounded throughout.

6.17.2 Spelling

<i> climb, kind, find, child, pilot

<i-g> side, time, wise

<ie> die, lie, lies

<igh, ig> high, slight, tight, sign, design

<y> ery, try, why, apply

<ye> eye, bye, dye

<y-e> type, style

<ei> either, neither (both also said with rLERCE), height, feisty
<ui> guide, quite

<uy> buy, guy

Unusual spellings

aisle, isle, island, maestro

Figure 6.14 The priCE /a1/ vowel,
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6.17.3 Full length

a) Open syllables

buy, cry, die, dry, eve, fly, fry, high, pi i i
» ety die, dry, eye, fly, fry, high, pie, shy, sigh, sky,
b) Closed syllables P ST S 3, e, 1, why

bribe, _blmd, _brlde', climb, crime, dive, drive, find, five, guide, hide, kind, line, mind m
nine, prize, ride, shine, side/sighed, sign, size, slide, spine, time, wide, wine wise
Ed

hining armour, a driving licence, a downright lie, in the prime of life, a lightning strike, a
slice of lime, a fine line, white mice, a lively enquiring mind, a diamond mine, a guided mis-
sile, Friday night, a slice of pie, an airline pilot, write a polite reply, fried white rice, twice the
~ size, high in the sky, the right to strike, time flies, dry white wine, an exercise bike, a crime
fighter, a winding tree-lined private drive, reply with a smile

"4.17.10 Sentences

6.17.4 Pre-/ll breaking How time flies!

1 find my life quite exciting.

Heidi’s blind in her right eye.

Ryan was dying to ride my bike.

It’s a ninety-mile drive to Brighton.

The miners organised a sirike in 1999,

e couldn’t find the Levi’s in his size.

The flight arrival time is five past nine.

The tiny child didn’t survive childhood.

10 I'dlike to try a siice of your pine nut pie.

11 It reminds me of the time I was in China.

i2 It took Isaac quite a while to find his style.

13 I'm not trying to deprive you of your rights.

14 Pineapple with lime ice cream is delightful,

15 Right click on the icon and select ‘Hide icon’.

16 I can’t specify the time of the crime precisely.

17 My Chinese wife likes to fry white rice with spices.

18 For the first time in my life I realised I was a minority.
19 My wife and I were invited to dine at nine, but declined,
20 Why did you buy that frightful tie with those wide white siripes?

aisle, child, file, mild, mile, pile, smile, style, tile, while, wild, agile, compile

6.17.5 Clipped

E;ﬂ;; bit.e, brig.ht, dice, fight, fright, height, hike, ice, knife, life, light, like, mice might, nice.
» Pipe, price, quite, rice, right, ripe, sight, slice, slight, spi ke, strive. tioht. i
type, white, wife, wipe, write g ght, spike, strike, stripe, tight, tw;

o OSs =1 Sy s o —

6.17.6 Full length vs. clipped

f;:g;ﬁiggté l/iésfice, gie;s/d;ce, hide/height, cyes/ice, lied/light, live (adj.)life, prize/price.
; » Tide/right, side/sight, slide/slight, spied/spite, stri ife, tide/tight. tribeftrive.
tried/trite, wide/white, advise/advice P pite, sirlve/strfe, tideltight, fribeltripe,

6.17.7 Muitiple

{accliﬁzatise, blindside, childlike, childminder, cyanide, dynamite, eyeliner, evesight ﬁ

ise, ﬁ.reﬁglhter,‘ﬁreﬂy, highflyer, highlight, high-minded, high-proﬁie hindsi;ght hy Otixest'la'“-'
1fieahse., 1cie.nt1fy, lifelike, lifeline, life-size, Hfestyle, lifetime, like;ninded Iﬂ’{e\):}?se li ﬁei
light, nightlife, night-light, nighttime, ninety-nine, pile-driver, pipeline, pri;aritise, pri’vaﬁméf;

sideline, skydiver, skyline, twilight, typewriter, wide-eyed, wildfire, wildlife 6.17.11 Dialogues

6.17 . A: It's a kind of time-travelling device. It flies through time.
-11.8 Additional words © B: That's nice, Mike. It must be quite aride.
appetite, apply, arrive, behind : - . . . o ‘A: 1spy on knights as they fight crime.
divide, exciting, exercis ; ,lbe.s1de, erisis, cycle, deczde'-,, deny, describe, design, despite, B That’s frightfully exciting. Shall we fly the kite once you’ve finished fighting erime
rovid’ E'ﬁg’ 1se, final, i.dea, ms.‘ide, fragile, fertile, missile, pilot, polite, private;. through time?
feniie e;rqiiie} i elcf, r§?11se, recognise, remind, reply, silence, slice, spider, survive tidy, tin .
, arciive, T i H . o . _ ’. 3y >
e, paraiysefquglsi ;y e, futile, mobile, camomile, criteria, magpie, multiply, occupy, para-: A: Tt’s not right for Mike to ride his motorbike without a licence.
: B: Yowre quite right. He says riding a motorbike is nothing for a fighter pilot like him.
6.17 A: T'dnever fly with a pilot tike Mike. He rides his motorbike like a suicidal psychopath.
-17.9 Phrases B Hes not quite right in the head. I think he’s lying about being an airline pilot. And that
i i i ; . . diamond mine he acquired as a prize for saving the life of that VIP ..
cp;l?l\;dz aciivt;cefi Csiatlsf'y YOur ap_petltt?, a private archive, ride a bike, turn a blind eye, a bright A A qugﬁﬁed fighter pﬁot ora dmgmight tiar? ¢
deadl’inep n ;3 dry. Cr;lder, a mild ci{mate, climb high, a minor crime, the life cycle, a tight ‘ '
e dri\,’;jfmoexz?tiineg, Z nsttgf:ii ;ieec;im;; quite detightful, a ‘s_fY,iish design idea, a ninety-nine-. A: Brian’s a nice, bright boy. Always smiling and so polite.
for survival, an exciting fi ;g a ;1 st exercise, In my r.mnd S €ye, a hifgh-ﬁbre diet, a fight B> Nice? He's vile. I'd like to wipe that smile off his face.
: » a nice guy, a five-mile hike, a worthwhile idea, a knight in A: Why are you so wildly riled by such a mild child?
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B:  That nice, bright, polite, mild child is a frighteningly malign, sly, vile child.
A: Brian Price Is a frighteningly malign, sly, vile child?

B: Brian Price? No, Brian Price is a nice, bright, polite, mild child. Brian White’s a fright

' 4.18.5 Clipped

' choice, foist, hoist, joint, joist, moist, point, spoilt, voice

eningly malign, sly, vile child.

.18 cHoice /31/

6.18.1 Description

Starts just below open-mid, back, and moves towards close front. Starts rounded and end

unrounded,

6.18.2 Spelling

<oi> join, moisture, voice, llinois
<0y> boy, toy, voyage
<uoy> buoy(ant)

Unusual spellings

rooibos, Hawick, Dordogne, Boulogne, Dostoevsky

6.18.3 Full length

a) Open syllables

boy, coy, joy, ploy, toy
b) Closed syllables

coin, groin, join, loin, noise, poise, void

6.18.4 Pre-/\f breaking

boil, broil, coil, foil, oil, soil, spoil, toil

W00 -3 G LA IR L DD =

Figure 6.15 The cHoIcE /ot/ vowel.

 6.18.6 Full length vs. clipped
. spoiled/spoilt, joined/joint, joys/Joyce, boys/Boyce

 4.18.7 Additional words

- annoy, appointment, avoid, deploy, destroy, devoid, disappointed, embroider, employ, enjoy,
: exploxt foible, loiter, moisture, noisy, ointment, oyster, poison, toilet, voyage, alloy, convoy,
" sirloin, typhoid, android, decoy, paranoid, turmoil, invoice

:_:' 6.18.8 Phrases
* anoint with oil, avoid disappointment, boiling point, hoi polloi, hoity-toity, a loyal employee,

" moist soil, point-by-point, spoil the enjoyment, voice your disappointment, boiled in oil

'_ 6.18.9 Sentences

Moira embroidered a doily.

That spoilt their enjoyment.

The cowboy was held at gunpoint.

it was a ploy to poison the playboy.

That was a very poignant rejoinder.

Our voyage to Hanoi was a real joy.

The joiner was employed in Hawick.

1 had no choice but to pay the invoice.

Roy has an annoying adenoidal voice.

Rooibos is sweet without being cloying.

The hoity-toity try to avoid the hoi polloi.

I'm paranoid about catching typhoid fever.

We moved from Detroit to Troy in Hlinois.

The employees voiced their disappointment.

Joyce bought the boys toys and the gitls toiletries.

The original anointing oil was made from olive cil.

We went from Croydon to Dordogne via Boulogne.

He toiled and toiled, which left his life devoid of any joy.

To roister means enjoying oneself in a noisy or boisterous way.
He boiled with annoyance when his Rolls Royce was destroyed.

6.18.10 Dialogues

B Dy

1 avoid Joyce out of choice.

Because she pointed out Roy’s playboy ways?
It made me paranoid and spoilt our relationship.
What a poisonous ploy! The killjoy!
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A: You’ve spoilt my oysters! :

B Olive oil doesn’t sp):ail oysters. Words from French

A Oh boy! You've really destroyed my lovely moist oysters. <au> or <eaw> gauche, mauve, chauffeur, bureau, chateau, Rousseau, Bordeaux, plateau
B: So avoid the oysters and have the sirloin steak.

4: Have I any choice? Unusual spe”ings

A: Moira’s got a new toy boy. brooch, yeoman

B: What’s the point of a toy boy?

A: Tt’s just a foible of hers. She likes to loiter about Croydon with a convoy of toy boys, 6.19.3 Full length

B: Don’t they exploit her and disappoint her?

A:  She enjoys exploiting and disappointing them! a) Open syllables

blow, crow, flow, go, know/no, low, owe, show, slow, snow, so, though, toe
by Closed syllables
chose, code, drove, froze, hose, Joad, nose, road, rose, stove, those, bone, comb, flown,
foam, groan/grown, home, loan, moan/mown, own, stone, throne/thrown, tone, zone

6.19 coar /au/

6.19.1 Description

Starts mid central and moves towards close back. Unrounded, becoming slightly roundéd.-_
Before dark /1, e.g. coal, the first element is backer, opener and rounded, [ou], e.g. goal;

bold. This started as an allophone in London speech but has now become well established
in GB.

6.19.4 Retracted before dark fU

bowl, coal, mole, pole, roll/role, stole, stroll, old, cold, bold, told, gold, fold, sold, hold,
mould, bolt, goal, hole/whole, dole, foal, patrol, sole/soul

6.19.5 Clipped

both, broke, choke, cloak, close (adj.), coach, coast, coat, croak, don’t, dose, float, foik,
ghost, goat, hope, host, joke, loaf, most, note, oak, poke, post, roast, rope, slope, smoke,
soak, soap, stroke, throat, toast, vote, woke, won't, wrote

6.19.2 Spelling

<o> no, hero, folio, don’t, won’t
<o-¢> zone, those, smoke

<pe> toe, goes

<op@> moan, loan, road

<ow> know, slow, narrow
<olk> = fouk/ folk, yolk

<pul> = /aul/ shoulder, mould
<ough> though, doughnut

N
¢

6.19.6 Full length vs. clipped

close (v.)/close (adj.), code/coat, doze/dose, glowed/gloat, grows/gross, mode/moat, node/
note, ode/oat, road/wrote, robe/rope, posed/post

6.19.7 Multiple

bronchopneumonia, chromosome, cocoa, cold shoulder, comatose, dodo, goalpost, hobo,
hocus-pocus, homeowner, kimono, logo, motorboat, motorhome, mumbo-jumbo, oboe,
overcoat, overdose, over-exposure, overflow (v.), overgrown, overfoad (v.), overshadow,
overthrow (v.), ozone, photo, polio, polo, portfolio, postcode, postpone, roadshow, rodeo,
roly-poly, Romeo, showboat, slowcoach, soapstone, solo, stone-cold, toad-in-the-hole,
towrope, yoyo

4.19.8 Additional words

approach, atrow, awoke, below, bonus, borrow, broken, comb, control, cosy, echo, elbow,
emotion, folder, hero, hollow, local, meadow, moment, narrow, ocean, open, OVer, phone, pil-
low, pony, potato, radio, shadow, shaliow, social, soldier, suppose, swallow, tomato, tomor-
row, total, vote, window, yellow, wardrobe, coerce, mango, motto, memo, zere

Figure 6.16 The coat /au/ vowel, including the pre-dark /I/ allophone [ou],
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6.19.9 Phrases

i p: Since I broke my shoulder bone on that motorboat a week ago, you’ve grown cold, emo-

. tionless and controlling. _ o ’
. A+ Is it that Pve grown cold, emotionless and controlling, or is it that you’ve grown stone-

cold sober?

approach slowly, a bow and arrow, a close associate, blow your nose, a bold stroke, boy
marrow, a goldfish bowl, stony broke, a flowing cloak, hold close, glowing coals, a coagty
road, total control, a low dose, go with the flow, old folk, moan and groan, a local hero, o}
your own, a broken home, no hope, a talk-show host, a low-interest loan, a mobile hom
slow motion, open to negotiation, a broken nose, no smoking, at a moment’s notice, a mobi]
phone, roast potatoes, a radio programme, slow progress, local radio, a narrow road, a'y
low rose, a rowing boat, stone-cold sober, throw stones, vocal folds, a protest vote, a broke
window, a bold approach, broken bones, remote control, totally devoted, home-grown a

profile -

Ive chosen to focus on Polish heroes for my radio programme.

Wasn’t Chopin, the composer, a Pole? i
Yes, he wrote mainly solo piano pieces, but also two piano concertos,

And Yoko Ono, is she Polish? Or maybe Slovak?

W

6.20 mMouTH /au/

6.19.10 Sentences

1 Idon’tknow.

2 Lo and behold!

3 Go with the flow.

4 Don’t moan and groan,
3 Growing old’s no joke.
6

7

3

6.20.1 Description
* Starts open central and moves towards close back. Unrounded, becoming slightly rounded.

6.20.2 Spelling

<o house, out, south, ground

Show it in slow motion. <ow> howl, now, how, down

This is the 0ld coach road.
Joan was totally in control.
9 Load the cargo on the boat,
10 My mobile phone’s broken.
11 We don’t hold out much hope.
12 Hold me close and don’t iet go.
13 Zoe stood frozen for a moment,
14 Fido swallowed the bone whole.
15 The Rolling Stones stole the show.
16 Keep your nose to the grindstone!
17 Note that this is a no-smoking zone.
18 The hotel is located in Coconut Grove.
19 He wrote both poetry and prose in Polish.
20 Apollo is often shown with a bow and arrow,

6.20.3 Full length
@) Open syllables

brow, cow, prow, plough, how, now

b} Closed syllables .
blouse, brown, browse, cloud, clown, crowd, crown, down, drown, frown, gown, groun

loud, lounge, noun, pound, proud, round, sound, town

6.20.4 Clipped
crouch, doubt, drought, house (n.), mouse, mouth, out, pouch, scout, shout, south, trout

6.19.11 Dialogues

A: Don’t smoke in the old folks” home. _
B: Is that a joke? You know the old blokes there smoke home-grown tobacco?
4: There’s no hope for their croaky old throats, but it'd be most social if you qui
tomorrow.
B: No, no, no. I don’t think so. I won’t be coaxed into lowering my dose by those gloating
tones.

Don’t moan. I'm only combing your ponytail. i

You don’t have to poke me with that old comb, you know!
Don’t groan so much, you old goat, You’re almost foaming at the mouth.

B by A

Figure 6.17 The MouTs /av/ vowel,




190 Practice: individual strong vowels

6.20.5 Full length vs. clipped

cloud/clout, house (v.)'house (n.), bowed/bout, rowed (argued)/rout, mouth (v.)/mouth 5,

mound/mount, crowd/crouch

6.20.6 Retracted before dark 1/

cowl, foul/fowl, growl, howl, jowl, owl, prow], scowl

6.20.7 Multiple

countdown, down-and-out, foul-mouthed, housebound, houseproud, loudmouth, pow
house, roundabout, sauerkraut, southbound ’

6.20.8 Additional words

about, account, amount, announce, fountain, mountain, powder, pronounce, scoundrel, 's':ur
» ¥ :
round, thousand, trousers, voucher, foundation, eyebrow, discount :

6.20.9 Phrases

prqud to announce, bring the house down, a countable noun, a county council, crouch doWn
a discount voucher, go round a roundabout, a house mouse, a foud shout, pronounce a voWei
sound, surround sound, without a doubt, without foundation, a council house

6.20.10 Sentences

That blouse looks dowdy.

[t sounds downright lousy.

What an astounding discount!

He was slouched on the couch.

She was bound to be found out.

Fis brows drew down in a scowl.

She crouched down beside the cow.

The pronoun ‘thou’ is now outdated.

Mount Everest was shrouded in cloud.

Howard had no doubts about the outcome.

1 found trout and flounder at the mouth of the river.

How do you pronounce the vowel sounds of Hausa?

{ shouted out loud when I saw 2 mouse in the lounge.

1 could hear the sounds of Strauss in the background.

Mr Brown’s pronouncerments lack a sound foundation.

The council houses were built in the outskirts of town.
He’s now an accountant in his hometown of Hounslow.

We built a house down south, close to the county boundary.
He has round about a thousand pounds in his bank account,
His bowing and kowtowing to the councillors aroused outrage.
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4.20.11 Dialogues

A: 1doubt that loudmouth clown owns the big town house he’s so proud of.

B That lout spouts a huge amount of nonsense without foundation.

A The scoundrel belongs in a council house on the outskirts of town.

p: The louse should take his big mouth down south beyond the boundaries of our proud

county.

I'm proud to announce that I can pronounce all the English vowel sounds.

The MoUTH vowel too? Pronounce it out Joud,

111 shout it out right now, loudly and proudly: mouth, mouth, mouth!

That's without a doubt the loudest mouts vowel workout that’s ever resounded about
this town.

1s Brown still walking about town in his doctoral gown?

He’s very proud of his doctoral gown and won’t put it down.

How people in town must frown at that clown!

They shout, howl and scowl at Brown the clown as he prowls around town in his gown
and no trousers.

No trousers?! 1 don’t doubt he arouses shouts, howls and scowls. The clown’s out of his
unsound mind!

.21 Centring diphthongs: summary of key features

. The two centring diphthongs are NEAR /re/ and CURE /u9/, Their key features are:

They glide towards the schwa /o/ position at the centre of the vowel space.

They are failing diphthongs — more time is spent at the start position than gliding.

They are narrow diphthongs — their glides are relatively short.

As free vowels, they can appear in syllables with or without a coda.

They are of relatively long duration when compared with the checked vowels (and there-
fore are also Jong vowels).

6 They are shortened when followed by a voiceless consonant in the same syllable (pre-

fortis clipping).

2) The degree of shortening is rather slight, like that of the non-close free

monophthongs.
¢) Shortening of vowels is an important cue for identifying whether a following
obstruent is voiced or voiceless.

7 The centring diphthongs as a category are in decline.

a) SQUARE /ea/ has lost its glide and is now classed as a free monophthong.

b) CURE /ua/ is merging with (i.e. being replaced by) THOUGHT.

¢) When not merged with THOUGHT, CURE is often a monophthong [e:], especially
after /j/.

d) NEear /1o/ frequently has a monophthongal realisation - {1:].

8 When diphthongs, NEAR and CURE often have closer starting points equivalent to the posi-
tions for PLEECE and GOOSE, [ie] and [ue].
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6.22 NEAR /19/ © 4.22.4 Clipped

6.22.1 Description . fierce, plerce
Starts just above close-mid, front-central and moves towards mid central, Unrounded
throughout,

Nowadays, the glide may be absent, so that the vowel sounds like a long xir vowai Some
speakers have a closer, fronter starting point, resulting in a realisation almost the same as a
sequence of FLEECE + schwa.

. 6.22.5 Full length vs. clipped

. fears/fierce, piers/pierce

- 6.22.6 Before Irl (medial)

© appearance, bleary, cereal/serial, clearance, coherent, delirious, disappearance, dreary, eerie,
- experience, hero, hysteria, imperial, inferior, interference, material, peried, query, series,
- serious, superior, theory, ulterior, weary, zero

6.22.2 Spelling

<ear> beard, clear, appear
<eer> beer, cheer, volunteer
<er + vowel> zero, atmosphere, bacteria

<jer> fierce, pier 6.22.7 No <r>

idea, theatre
Unusual spellings

theory, souvenir, weird, weir, idea, theatre 6.22.8 Phrases

appear cheerful, clear the atmosphere, experience fear, steer clear, nearest and dearest, a
mysterious disappearance, a dreary atmosphere, a clear idea, seriously interfere, near hyste-
ria, peer-to-peer, pierced ears, a coherent theory, sheer perseverance

6.22.3 Full length

a) Open syllables

beer, cheer, clear, ear, deer/dear, fear, gear, hear/here, jeer, leer, mere, near, peer/pier

queer, rear, shear/sheer, smear, sneer, spear, sphere, steer, tear (from the eye)/tier,

veer, weir, year, appear, atmosphere, career, cashmere, disappear, engineer, mter—

fere, persevere, severe, sincere, souvenir, volunteer :

b) Closed syllables :

beard, beers, cheers, ears, tears (from the eye), years, plers shears, spears, tiered, we1rd

cheered, cleared, feared, jeered, leered, neared, peered, reared, sheared, smeared
sneered, speared, steered, veered

6.22.9 Sentences

1 Deon’t jeer and sneer.
2 He disappeared mysteriously.
3 The material’s real cashmere.
4 He’s insincere so steer clear of him.
3 Keira had her ears pierced last year.
6 He worked as a volunteer in Liberia.
7 There was a really eerie atmosphere.
.8 He realised his theory was incoherent.
9 My fear was turning into near hysteria,
10 The early pioneers travelled to the frontier.
11 The selection criteria appeared to be unclear,
12 Superior mountaineering gear’s availabie here.
13 [ like realist painters, but I find surrealists weird.
14 A serious bacterial infection can cause delirium.
15 I saw that revered production of King Lear at the theatre.
16 Does he have a clear idea of what engineering involves?
17 She spent the early years of her career at Imperial College.
18 This dreary era of austere budgets was followed by a period of ideals.
19 Our greatest experience in Siberia was seeing herds of reindeer.
20 Cheers! To many more years and many more beers with my peers!

3]

Figure 6.18 The near /19/ vowel. Left: «iT-like starting point. Right: rLesce-like starting point.
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6.22.10 Dialogues

A:  See that weird man with the beard?

B: Yes, he’s getting nearer and nearer.

A: We'd better steer clear.

B: Too late - he’s almost here!

A: It’s been a weird year.

B: Clearly a very queer year, my dear.

A: Hysteria, delirium, mysterious appearances and disappearances . .
B: My dear weird sister, it’s been the most superior vear, fuil of fear and fierce good cheer
A: Thad my ears pierced in Siberia last vear.

B: That’s a serious souvenir!

A: It was a weird experience, but I was fearless.

B: You're my hero! Ear-piercing at zero degrees!

6.23 cure /ua/

6.23.1 Description

Starts just above close-mid, central and moves towards mid cenfral. Slightly roundé‘_é
becoming unrounded. In the same way that NEAR has a variant with a closer starting point o
the quality of FLEECE, cUrE has a variant with a closer starting point of the quality of goos

~ {uo]. Similar to the monophthonging of the NEar /13/ vowel, CURE is nowadays often a:

long monophthong without the glide fo schwa /o/, especially after /i/. For many speakers
THOUGHT /0:/ vowel has replaced cure in high-frequency words, e.g. sure, your, poor, an
occurs alongside CURE in Jess common words, e.g. lure, puerile, spurious. :

6.23.2 Spelling

<ur> eure, curious, plural
<our> dour (also /dava/), tour, bourgeois

N

Figure 6.19 The Cure /ua/ vowel, Left: rooT-like starting point: Right: GOOsE-like starting point“.
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<eur> Burope, liqueur, neyral
<o0r> moot, boorish

Unusual spellings

puerile

6.23.3 Full length

a) Open syllables
cure, lure, moor, poor, pure, sure, tour, assure, caricature, contour, demure, detour,
endure, ensure/insure, liqueur, manicure, mature, obscure, procure, secure
b) Closed syllables
cures, cured, lures, lured, moors, moored, tours, toured

6.23.4 Before v/

alluring, assurance, bureau, curious, during, endurance, Europe, furious, fury, insurance,
jury, lurid, luxurious, neural, plural, puerile, rural, spurious

6.23.5 Phrases

a European tour

6.23.6 Sentences

This caricature’s infuriating,

Their reassurance was premature.

Curiouser and curiouser, said Alice.

Hike the open moorland of Exmoor.

We took a detour through the moors,

It was an incurable neural disorder.

How do you spell the ploral of bureau?

His behaviour was boorish and immature.

Take a four of the rural areas of Missouri.

10 We toured Dartmoor on our way to Truro.

11 He was furious with the insurance bureau.

12 Where did you procure that alluring mural?

13 I'll have a tournedos followed by a liqueur.

14 He was curious to hear that obscure overture,

15 He was furious with the Eurocentric bureaucrats.

16 This is a chicken tandoori sandwich for gourmets!

17 Despite his bourgeois background he was insecure.
18 Treat yourselfto a luxurious manicure and pedicure.
19 The troubadour accompanied himseif on the tambour.
20 Bven though Muriel’s so dour and demure, she’s very self-assured.

(=3 R . R R S N
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Chapter 7

6.23.7 Dialogue

A :
B ;

A.‘

Practice

Muriel’s in Dartmoor, Or is it Exmoor?
Vowel contrasts

That’s curious. [ thought she’d be touring Europe or would be in some place like K’uéi' '
Lumput. i
No, sh.e loves dour, rural areas and open moorland. -
Oh! I imagined she was the bourgeois type lured by a luxurious life.

This chapter provides practice in distinguishing between pairs of vowels which learners tend
to confuse. The exercise material includes minimal pairs demonstrating the contrast in differ-
ent phonetic contexts, as well as words, phrases and sentences containing both sounds. The
numbers in the table refer to the sections dealing with the contrasts in question.

i Vol el np e a iz | uts i [0 ed | e | ar | 38 |av|au; 3
1 7.1 7.12
1] 7.13
e 7.2 7.14]17.25
D 7.4 7.2017.19
= 7.3 7.15 7.16
A 7.1817.17
it 7.21
u:
EN 7.617.5| 7.7 7.23|7.22
ol 7.8
a2 7.24
3 7.26
e1 7.9
al 7.10
31
au 7.11
an
12

7.1 press fe/ vs. it /t/

7.1.1 Minimal pairs

a) Full length .
bed/bid, beg/big, dead/did, head/hid, led/lid, red/rid, peg/pig, gem/gym, Ben/bin, den/
din, pen/pin, ten/tin, bell/bill, fell/fll, hell/hill, spell/spill, tell/Aill, well/will
b} Clipped
crept/erypt, bet/bit, let/lit, meant/mint, net/knit, pet/pit, set/sit, wet/wit, belt/built, check/
chick, neck/nick, peck/pick, trek/trick, etch/itch, left/lift, bless/bliss, desk/disc,
mess/miss, rest/wrist, sense/since
c) Longer words
lesson/tisten, letter/litter, medal/middle, petty/pity, possession/position
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Figure 7.1 press fe/ and wit /1/.

7.1.2 Words with kit and press

big-headed, bridgehead, cigarette, disconnect, disrespect, filmset, gingerbread, in—depfh
index, influential, influenza, infrared, insect, internet, sickbed, silhouette, acceptability, me
sage, wreckage, engine, epic, ethnic, metric, selfish, spelling, wedding, credit, exit, dentis
tennis, penguin, denim, infect, inspect, instead, intend, intense, invest, academic, aggressw

domestic, energetic, majestic, offensive, membership, dispenser, imperative o

7.1.3 Phrases

mental abilities, a desperate bid, a pedal bin, wedded bliss, red bricks, tender chicken breast,
a respéctable citizen, the city centre, a cliff edge, a committee member, a medical condition,
a petty criminal, a sensible decision, a visitor centre, a comprehensive definition, a Frerich:
dictionary, a special discount, the general drift, a refreshing drink, detective fiction, a leg-
endary figure, an epic film, a freshwater fish, a clenched fist, a wedding gift, terrible guilt;
a gentle hint, a chequered history, a head injury, wet ink, insect repellent, & tender kiss; set
a limit, a guest list, fresh milk, a mental picture, a feather pillow, immense pity, a steady:
riythm, a terrible risk, sick to death, sensitive skin, a generous spirit, spring weather, a
length of string, an electric switch, a generous gift, pen and ink, a generous tip, a trick que
tion, & pleasant trip, a regular visitor, a window ledge, a wet winter, an adventure film; no.
fixed address, a hidden agenda, a king-size bed, fringe benefits, a bread bin, a cement mixer,
rigorous checks, a big debt, from beginning to end, energy bills, a significant event, a dif-
ficult exercise, a littie extra, a picket fence, a hidden gem, a general principle, health issue
fit and healthy, a hedge trimmer, bitterly jealous, a stiff leg, a hidden message, a fishing net;
a silly question, a split second, thinly spread, a big step, sweat like a pig; a fitness test, hid:

den freasure, dripping wet, a good head for figures, an expensive glft an independent ﬁlm,_-
a clever trick '

7.1.4 Sentences

! He paid the bili and left a generous tip.
2 Inoticed Jim was limping on his left leg.

[
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We get fresh milk delivered to our doorstep.

It wasn’t difficult to get the general drift of it.

Neville felt a trickle of sweat drip down his neck,

There’s definitely no such thing as a silly question.

Our best swimmer came in a split second before theirs.

We developed some simple exercises to assess his interests.

Jeany has excellent business skills and a good head for figures.
There are immense differences between printed and electronic texts.
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_ 7.2 DRESS /e/ vs. TRAP /=/

7.2.1 Minimal pairs
. y

Full length

bed/bad, dead/dad, head/had, led/lad, said/sad, beg/bag, gem/jam, bend/band, blend/
bland, lend/land, men/man, pen/pan, send/sand, ten/tan

Clipped

bet/bat, met/mat, net/gnat, pet/pat, rent/rant, set/sat, vet/vat, neck/knack, peck/pack,
trek/track, wreck/rack, guess/gas, flesh/flash

Longer words

better/batter, ember/amber, kettle/cattle, letter/latter, phonetic/fanatic, mention/mansion,
merry/matry, pedal/paddie, perish/parish, celery/salary

b

. 7.2.2 Words with bress and TRAP

© academic, alphabet, ancestor, aspect, asset, benefactor, bedpan, deadpan, democratic, empty-
' handed, headband, headlamp, heavy-handed, left-handed, melodramatic, rectangle, stepdad,
- stepladder, telegram, telepathic, abject, access, accidental, anorexia, antiseptic, backrest,
_ blackhead, clarinet, manifesto, apprehend, parallel

7.2.3 Phrases

' an American accent, a professional actor, the letters of the alphabet, a ved apple, black pep-
. per, an empty can, petty cash, natural selection, excellent value, an aggressive attitude, a

Figure 7.2 DaEss fe/ and Trap /&/.
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blafzk belt, the best man, bad breath, a chemical reaction, black cherries, the black death:
delicate balapce, a‘biack dress, scrambled eggs, a family friend, a leather jacket, capifal 1:3
ters, a negative attitude, a black pen, a pet cat, plan ahead, a chemical reaction, a natig

treasure, bad weather, i
irease er, well established, catch your breath, black leather, fancy dress, ap

7.2.4 Sentences

Bury the hatchet.

Jack set a trap for Geoff.

Larry banged his head again.

Get your act together, Gary!

Fred acted as if it had never happened.

The best man wore a black leather jacket.

Bev’s pet rabbit bit the hand of a family friend.
Frank said the letters of the alphabet backwards.
Ben hadn’t planned ahead and so met a bad end.
Ted has a negative attitude to American accents.
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7.3 STRUT /A/ vs. TRAP &/

1.3.1 Minimal pairs

a) Full length

cub/cab, dub/dab, grub/grab, stub/stab, bud/bad, dud/dad, mud/
) ) ) ) , mad, bug/bag, drug/

-dr;g/, hug/k;ag,/r}ug/rag, tug/tag, budge/badge, crumb/cram, dumb/dan, hum/harﬁ/
rum/ram, stum/stam, swum/swam, fun/fan, pun/pan, spun/span, h ng/.

e i, pun/pan, spun/span, hung/hang, sprung/

b) Clipped |

cup/cap, dump/damp, lump/lamp, cut/cat, buck/back, nut/
D, \ A . gnat, putt/pat; rut/rat, luc
lack, bunk/bank, drunk/drank, puck/pack, shrunk/shrank, stuck/stack, stunk/st

t;ucl;/track, hutch/hatch, crush/crash, flush/flash, rush/rash, thrush/thrash, slus
slas ' ’ :

Figure 7.3 strut /a/ and TRae [/,

fial
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¢) Longerwords
uncle/ankle, bubble/babble, burrow/barrow, butter/batter, begun/began, compass/cam-
pus, courage/carriage, curry/carry, double/dabble, destruction/distraction, flutter/
flatter, mutter/matter, puddle/paddle, rubble/rabble, rumble/ramble, rupture/rapture,
sudden/sadden, summon/salmon, shutter/shatter

7.3.2 Words with sTrut and TrAP

acupuncture, agriculture, aqueduct, backup, blackcurrant, catapult, dandruff, grandmother,
handcuffs, lacklustre, malfunction, maladjusted, malnourished, manhunt, bumbag, come-
back, cutback, double-barrelled, dustpan, frontman, hubcap, humpback, hunter-gatherer,
moneybag, lumberjack, motherland, mudflap, multinational, muscleman, mustang, nut-
cracker, punchbag, rubber-stamp, rucksack, stuntman, substandard, suntan, undergraduate,
underpants, understand, unhappy, unplanned

7.3.3 Phrases

a blood bank, a plastic bucket, a detached bungalow, rancid butter, pineapple chunks, a fan
club, matching colours, a country mansion, a married couple, a drug addict, flood dam-
age, the barrel of a gun, hunger pangs, a panel of judges, a parachute jump, bad luck, a bad
mother, muscle spasms, a gas oven, rubbish bags, a mad rush; a damp sponge, stomach
cramps, & sun hat, a clap of thunder, a lack of trust, an impulsive act, a splash of colour, a
struggling actor, a stuffed animal, apple crumble, back to front, a bloody battle, a usty can,
an introductory chapter, exam results, a rugby fan, a compulsive gambler, a drug habit, hand
luggage, plum jam, a panic button, a rabbit hutch, a bundle of rags, a running tap, a travel
company, a flat stomach, an animal lover

7.3.4 Sentences

It was an impulsive act resulting from frustration and anxiety.

My mother’s caramel apple crumble is absolutely scrumptious.

Samantha’s just come back from Falmouth with a lovely suntan.

Dustin had a passion for jazz and ended up as a drummer in a jazz club.

There were a dozen travel mugs and a stack of plastic cups in the cupboard.

The company suffered massive cutbacks due to lack of government funding.

My husband wants a cat, but I'm reluctant to have one as I'm not an animal lover.

She was wortied about her financial troubles but said she’d overcome tougher challenges.
I don’t understand why they’ve cancelled the plans for the construction of the new runway.
Your tagged luggage will be transferred automatically so you just need to carry your
hand luggage.
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7.4 LoT /D/ ¥s. STRUT /A/

7.4.1 Minimal pairs

a) Full length
hob/hub, rob/rub, snob/snub, cod/cud, bog/bug, dog/dug, hog/hug, jog/jug, smog/smug,
fond/fund, shone/shun, wan/one, long/lung, wrong/rung, song/sung, strong/strung,
tongs/tongues, doll/dull
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cop/cup, cot/cut, got/gut, hot/hut, knot/nut, pot/putt, shot/shut, dock/duck, lock/Tuck;
mock/muck, sock/suck, stock/stuck, cough/cuft, golf/gulf, boss/bus, lost/lust

¢} Longer words
body/buddy, boggy/buggy, borrow/burrow, collar/colour, dollar/duller, model/muddie,
otter/utier, wander/wonder, warrior/worrier

1’1} comfortably accommodate a lot of stuff,

The song ‘Bus Stop” was sung by the Hollies.

A ‘hot dog’ is a sausage shoved into a crusty bun.

We had lots of fun on our summer holiday in Austria.

Douglas borrowed large sums of money from Uncle John.

Top the chops with mushrooms and onions, and serve hot.

I’d Tove a strong cup of coffee and one of your hot cross buns.
I wonder what couniry that obnoxious shopkeeper comes from.
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7.5 THOUGHT /3:/ vs. NURSE /31/

Figure 7.4 OF T 7.5., Minimai 'pahs
j - o/ d T /AS.
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four/fur, more/myrrh, saw/sir, store/stir, board/bird, hoard/heard, ward/word, form/firm,
warm/worm, born/burn, lawn/learn, torn/turn, yawn/yearn, all/earl, callfeur], hall/hurl
b Clipped
caught/curt, short/shirt, pork/perk, walk/work, porch/perch, course/curse
¢) Longer words
conform/confirm, porpoise/purpose

7.5.2 Words with THOUGHT and NURSE

742 Wordsr with o7 and stRuT furthermore, surfboard, workforce, alternative, coursework, foreword, short-term, short-

blockbuster, conduct (n.), cross-country, foxgiove, godmother, shotgun, bloodshot, butter- circuit, skirting-board, workhorse, sportsperson

scotch, double-cross, gunshot, lunchbox, shuttlecock, sunspat, somewhat, sunblock, underdog
7.5.3 Phrases

an absurd thought, draw a circle, a cause for concern, draw the curtains, a personai fortupe, a
dirty floor, orbit the earth, a first 2id course, germ warfare, a gorgeous girl, a quarterly jour-
nal, a war of nerves, a normal person, the servants’ quarters, a memorial service, a short skirt,

7.4.3 Phrases

a humble apology, a governing body, boxing gloves, a public concert, a troubled conscience;
multiple copies, a country cottage, cotton buds, coughing and spluttering, a bumper crop, a dog
lover, 2 sudden drop, a touch of frost, a goif’ club, chopped nuts, a public holiday, job cuts, a
plum job, a sudden longing, blood loss, money problems, a public monument, an odd number;
an opera lover, humble origins, bulging pockets, a muddy pond, pop culture, an encouraging -
response, punk rock, a sudden shock, solve a puzzle, a topic of discussion, a luggage trolley, a
dusty volume, a luxury yacht, a drop of blood, a long-lost brother, a mop and bucket, a hot cross..
bun, 2 bus stop, a knob of butter, strong colours, a tropical country, a long-lost cousin, a strong -
current, hot curry, a shocking discovery, a strong drug, a pot of honey, fox hunting, the long
Jjump, junk shop, a love song, a hot lunch, borrow money, strong muscles, mushroom omelette,
chopped onions, a rush job, a long-lost son, a strong stomach, a hot summer, a foreign tongue,
a public apology, government bonds, a money box, a summer holiday, an opera buff, a duck _
pond, culture shock, a foreign country, a strong cup of coffee, squander money, a blood clot

7.4.4 Sentences

1 She’s not just a dumb blonde.

2 Fox hunting’s a horrible blood sport. Figure 7.5 THOUGHT /oi/ and NURSE /31/.
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in the short term, a quarter turn, a naughty word, a world war, an airport terminal, burst ing
applause, a border skirmish, an emergency call, an ordinary person, a courtesy call, a worth
cause, the first course, a football shirt, a reserve force, poor service, a reversal of fortunes
personal glory, the early morning, perfectly normal, a circular orbit, in reverse order, interna
organs, earn a reward, the worst sort, the world of sport, my first thought, dirty water, a warm
person, in broad terms, a word of caution, further a cause, in normal circumstances

7.5.4 Sentences

Herbert’s furniture’s worth a small fortune.
I thought it was the worst sort of boring journalism.
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no murder!

7.6 paLM /a:/ vs. NURSE f3]/

1.6.1 Minimal pairs
a)  Full length

bat/burr, car/cur, far/fur, par/purr, spar/spur, star/stir, bard/bird, card/curd, hard/heard
carve/curve, suave/swerve, farm/firm, palm/perm, barn/burn, yarn/yearn

b)  Clipped

cart/curt, dart/dirt, heart/hurt, part/pert, lark/furk, mark/murk, park/perk, Earch/lurch
parch/perch, bath/birth, cast/cursed, fast/first, pass/purse

Norman taught a first aid course to orphanage workers.

She wore short skirts and shirts that showed off her curves.
She earned a reward for her extraordinary work as a nurse.

George turned up shortly before the first course was served.
What were the four most important causes of the First World War?

He was a staunch supporter of Spurs and always wore their football shirt.

The orchestra’s superb performance caused the audience to burst into applause. .
At first I thought it was going to be a Victorian murder story, but it turned out there was .

Figure 7.6 paLM /a:/ and NURsE /a1/,
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¢) Longerwords
barley/burly, carnal/colonel, carton/curtain, farmer/firmer, father/further, parson/person,

statling/sterling

7.6.2 Words with pALm and NURSE

afterbirth, artwork, barperson, basketwork, hard-working, heartburn, churchyard, surcharge,
working-class, birthmark, glasswork, password

7.6.3 Phrases

nard work, early afternoon, the perfect answer, a hurt arm, a commercial artist, per-

" fectly calm, a birthday card, worlds apart, external demands, a first draft, the perfect
~ example, a turkey farm, a herb garden, a cursory glance, a grass verge, the first half,

perfect harmony, a heart murmur, burst out laughing, the worst part, a permanent scar,
a perfect target, a birthday party, a nasty burn, an impartial observer, dark purple, vast
reserves, search far and wide, a smart shirt, a hard word, this part of the world, a superb
example, a commercial farm, a furtive giance, heart surgery, a nervous laugh, perma-
nent staff

7.6.4 Sentences

Charlotte planted parsley in her herb garden.

Margaret hurt her arm at work last Thursday.

The churchyard was dark and largely deserted.

First-degree burns leave nasty permanent scars.

We worked hard to learn the words off by heart.

Peari looked smart in her tartan skirt and black shixt.

He cast a furtive glance at the charming girl behind the bar.

The carpets were dirty, and the purple curtains looked absurd.

We searched far and wide for the perfect card for her birthday.
There are some remarkable plants and birds in that part of the world.

O 00~ G R W R e

oy

7.7 SQUARE /ea/ VS, NURSE /31/

7.7.1 Minimal pairs

@ Full length
air/err, bare/burr, blare/blur, care/cur, fair/fur, hair/her, mayor/myrmth, pait/purr, spare/
spur, stare/stir, wear/were, cared/curd, haired/heard, bairn/burn
b) Longer words
barely/burly, fairness/furnace, fairy/furry

7.7.2 Words with SQUARE and NURSE

earthenware, airworthy, chairperson
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€a

Figure 7.7 SQUARE /es/ and nuURse /31/.

7.7.3 ‘Phrases

a caesarean birth, urgent repairs, bear a burden, fairly certain, a nightmare journey, curly hair
a stern parent, scarcely deserve, germ warfare, a caring person, a careful search, an aerig
survey, a swear word, secretarial work, world affairs, spared the worst, barely worth it, a per
sonal affair, an airport terminal, a research area, emergency care, perfectly fair, return fare;
recurring nightmare, working parents, emergency repairs, surface area B

7.7.4 Senténces

oy

Claire permed her hair into girlish curls.

Mary preferred secretarial work to nursing.

I’'m preparing a workshop for care workers,

Shirley’s chairs are in urgent need of repair.

He learnt thirty Hungarian swear words and curses.

Claire says pairs of canaries are the perfect pet bird.

Sarah swears she can draw perfect circles and squares.

What’s the fare for a return journey from Burnley to Ayr?

The passenger service at the airport terminal was virtually deserted.

To the despair of his parents he was only concerned with worldly affairs,

[==RRte RS E O R A el

fowey

7.8 pAaLM /ai/ vs. THOUGHT /3!/

7.8.1 Minimal pairs

at  Full length S
bar/bore, cat/core, far/four, jar/jaw, par/pour, scar/score, star/store, bard/bored, card/cord
hard/hoard, tard/ord, cars/cause, farm/form, barn/born, darn/dawn, yarn/yawn -
b} Clipped
art/ought, cart/caught, part/port, tart/taught, park/pork, stark/stalk, farce/force, fast/force
¢) Longer words ' :
martyr/mortar, starry/story '
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Figure 7.8 paum far/ and THOUGHT /oi/.

7.8.2 Words with raim and THOUGHT

afterthonght, basketball, carnivore, cardboard, dartboard, passport, tarpaulin, broadeast, court
‘martial, forearm, forecast, forefather, halimark, short-staffed, wallchart, carport, cart-horse,
father-in-law, hardcore, heart-warming, sought-after, scorecard, watermark, warm-hearted

-1.8.3 Phrases

+a passing thought, a large airport, short grass, a storage jar, a call to arms, sharp claws, an
dvanced course, an armed escort, a nasty fall, a large hall, a vast fortune, a car horn, a lasting
" memorial, a portrait artist, tomato sauce, a staff shortage, a snort of laughter, a sports star, &
~market stall, a charming story, a strawberry plant, a heart-to-heart talk, dark thoughts, a war
“dance, an enormous advance, a warm afternoon, a cause for alarm, a short answer, a flawed
“‘argument, an art historian, a warm bath, a car door, a worn carpet, a sporting chance, a small
class, a dance hall, an awful disaster, a courtroom drama, 2 notorious example, a small farm,
-an adoring father, a small garden, a glass door, tall grass, a border guard, a warm heatt, a
' jar of marmalade, a forced laugh, a former partner, a glorious past, a task force, claw marks,
“wall-to-wall carpst

: 7.8.4 Sentences

Charles bought his daughter a fast sports car.

It was a glorious afternoon for a walk in the park.

Martha’s taught art and drama to fourth formers.

My aunt Maureen has bought a small farm in Berkshire.

My daughter-in-law’s cautious, but she has a warm heart.

He has a large apartment on the fourteenth floor in New York.

There was a notorious shortage of staff in the Law Department.

The carpets were worn, and there was water on the floor in the bathroom.
Unfortunately, Margaret can’t afford her daughter’s dancing classes anymote.

They all asked for more portions of her mouth-watering strawberry and rhubarb tart.
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7.9 PRICE /ay/ vs. FACE fel/

7.9.1 Minimal pairs

a)  Full length '
buy/bay, die/day, high/hay, lie/lay, my/may, pie/pay, sly/slay, sty/stay, try/tray, why/wa
bride/braid, glide/glade, ride/raid, wide/wade, prize/praise, rise/raise, climb/claim
lime/lame, mime/maim, time/tame, brine/brain, line/lane, mine/main, pine/p
spine/Spain, aisle/ale, file/fail, mile/mail, pile/pail, style/stale, tile/tail
b} Clipped :
type/tape, white/wait, bite/bait, bike/bake, fight/fate, height/hate, light/late, might/mat
pint/paint, right/rate, like/lake, ice/ace, rice/race, spice/space
¢} Longer words
reminder/remainder, viper/vapour

7.9.2 Words with price and rack

baseline, brainchild, canine, daylight, daytime, drainpipe, grapevine, haywire, ladylike, 1

side, nationwide, playtime, playwright, satine, snakebite, vaporise, waistline, wastepipe, brides-

maid, citation, driveway, eyestrain, fireplace, flypaper, Friday, hibernate, highway, irate, isol
limescale, microwave, migraine, migrate, primate, sideways, skyscraper, timescale, timetable”

7.9.3 Phrases

retirement agé, the primary aim, available for hire, wide awake, a slice of bacon, a knifs
blade, brake lights, a cage fighter, a slice of cake, an isolated case, a bicycle chain, a hi
speed chase, the right combination, expiry date, a lively debate, signs of decay, a dela

flight, a minor detail, fail to arrive, widespread dismay, a basic exetcise, privately educated,
a tight embrace, an essay title, a rival claim, widespread fame, a bright flame, a high grade;:
blind hatred, a winding lane, a divided nation, white paint, lined paper, the right place at the
right time, a railway timetable, a ray of light, razor wire, a sliding scale, a crying shame, stage

iright, high stakes, a dining table, break time, a frightening tale, a spicy taste, thriving trad

Figure 7.9 PRICE /a1/ and race /ev/.
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atrain driver, a bridal veil, waist high, a tidal wave, a way of life, arr?ve late, afracing bikta, a
grave crisis, a borderline case, a major crisis, a daily cycle, great del§ght, a failed enterprise,
daily exercise, a place of exile, a brave fight, fly spray, a layer of grime, a newspaper head-
line, a strange idea, a train line, the fate of mankind, day and Fught, :':z_famt ou.tlme,_a gre'at
prize, a grain of rice, a sleigh ride, my main rival, a sacred shm_ne, fa11mg eyesght, in p%am
sight, an ancient site, a sacred site, shapes and sizes, a rar‘lg.e of sizes, a.traii of shmg, the tu.ne
of day, a waste of time, a famous writer, a cycle lane, a hiding pifme, high status, a tiny waist,
arrive safely, a grave crime, a great divide, 2 large-scale enterprise

7.9.4 Sentences

Iceland faced a major financial crisis.

James remained wide awake until daylight.

Ray’s wife survived a dangerous snakebite.

They engaged in a lively debate on climate change.

They denied all accusations of inciting racial hatred.

It’s a waste of time to try to get Amy to change her mind.

Jane regained her eyesight after going blind for five days.

I’m terrified of wide open spaces and not being able to escape.

We have motorbikes and racing bikes for sale at a range of prices.

Asurvey finds that the privately educated have higher rates of pay than the state-educated.

D 0 =3 O n

. 7.10 PRICE /al/ vS. CHOICE /o1/

27,101 Minimal pairs
: w) Full length

buy/boy, ply/ploy, tie/toy, pies/poise, kind/coined, line/loin, aisle/oil, bile/boil, fileffoil,
tile/toil

b Clipped

pint/point, vice/voice
¢) Longer words _ .
ally/alloy, divide/devoid, imply/employ, lighter/loiter

NN
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Figure 7.10 erice fal/ and cHoICE fai/,
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7.10.2 Words with prict and cHoicE

choirboy, life-buoy, thyroid, viceroy, joyride, moisturise

7.10.2 Phrases

N
N

a blow-by-blow account, the total amount, a radio announcer, social background, low clouds,
the local council, the home counties, crowd control, growing doubts, a close encounter, a
foundation stone, low ground, a hotel lounge, a snow-capped mountain, powdery snow, a
- social outcast, low output, provoke outrage, a social outsider, cocoa powdet, a powerful anti-
dote, a mouth-watering aroma, a powerful blow, powerful emotions, a loud explosion, a low
mountain, & mountain goat, a loud groan, the hero of the hour, a powerful hold, a ghost town,
a brown loaf, a proud moment, a five-pound note, a foul odour, a proud owner, a snowbound
road, powerful shoulders, a downward slope, brown toast, the power of veto, a low bow, a
mountain road, a knock-out blow, a powerful explosion, a mountain slope

find oil, appoint an adviser, a high voice, 2 wide choice, a spoilt child, beside the point;
oil erisis, a joint enterprise, moist eyes, a tabloid headline, light soil, lifetime employraen
a mind in turmoil, an unspoilt paradise, boiled rice, mildly annoying, fry in oil, shghﬂ
annoyed, a bright boy, the right choice, an oil refinery, a full-time employee, a tired voi
derive enjoyment, widely exploited, a final invoice, decide to join, a watertight joint, wilg:
Jjoy, stightly moist, quite noisy, refined oil, precisely pinpoint, the high point, recoil slighﬂ :
oil prices, rheumatoid arthritis, fertile soil, an outside toilet, a scientific viewpoint, a fin
voice, a joint exetcise, a wise choice, quiet enjoyment, his pride and joy, strike oil, emphasis
a point, a point in time, dry soil

Figure 7.11 moUTH /au/ and GoAr /ov/.

. 7.11.3 Phrases
7.10.4 Sentences

Fry the spices in oil and add the rice. Enjoy!

He was diagnosed with rheumatoid arthritis of the joints.

The cowboys recoiled in surprise at the sight of the python,

I enjoy driving my Rolls Royce along the winding coastline.

Five boys from Illinois were caught joyriding on motorbikes,

The key points were summarised concisely in his PowerPoint slides.

She declined point-blank to join him in his voyage to Paradise Island,

I was slightly disappointed when Clive decided to employ a full-time driver.
What makes one child coy, shy and mild, and another noisy and boisterous? _
I was annoyed when he arrived late for his appointment without even apologising

DO I W) e
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7.11.4 Sentences

Joe*s foul-mouthed outburst provoked the locals.

She sold her house in the Home Counties in October.

I was dumbfounded at how my hometown had grown.

Joan found she couldn’t cope with being a social outcast.

The bloodhound let out a low growl and pounced on him.

All morning mouth-watering aromas wafted from her house.

The snowplough was brought out to keep the town’s roads open.

She told us there was a loud explosion which had blown out the windows.

The remote outpost was surrounded by towering, snow-capped mountains.

The accountants had growing doubts about the slow progress of the ongoing negotiations.

T.11 mMouTH /au/ vs. GOAT fau/

7.01.1 Minimal pairs

a}  Full length ‘
bow (bend at the waist)/bow {(a knot), how/hoe, now/know, row (an argument)/row
tier), sow/so, loud/load, house (v.Yhose, clown/clone, crown/crone, drown/dron
town/tone, foul/foal, howl/hole
b} Clipped :
flont/float, gout/goat, rout/wrote, stout/stoat, couch/coach, pouch/poach, douse/dose
¢} Longer words :
arouse/arose, devout/devote

e NV 3 RTINS gpan

7.12 rLEECE [fiif vs. &iT ft/

1.12.1 Minimal pairs

al  Full length
bead/bid, deed/did, greed/grid, heed/hid, lead (v.)/lid, read/rid, leave/live (v.), ease/is,
fees/fizz, freeze/frizz, bean/bin, gene/gin, green/grin, seen/sin, sheen/shin, teen/tin,

eel/ill, feel/ill, heel/hill, kneel/nil, meal/mill, peel/pill, steal/still, wheel/will

7.11.2 Words with mourH and Goar

boathouse, broken-down, lowbrow, know-how, merry-go-round, overcrowded, pr
noun, snowplough, download (n.), houseboat, household, outgoing, outpost, outspoke
powerboat
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N

Figure 7.12 sesce /iy and «iT /i),

b) Clipped S
bleep/blip, cheap/chip, heap/hip, leap/lip, sheep/ship, sleep/slip, weep/whip, deep/dip
beat/bit, eat/it, feet/fit, greet/grit, heat/hit, neat/knit, seat/sit, sleet/slit, wheat/
cheel/chick, leak/lick, peak/pick, seek/sick, weak/wick, each/itch, peach/;;ifch
reach/rich, feast/fist i
c) Longer words .
beaker/bicker, beater/bitter, freely/frilly, litre/litter, peeler/pillar, reason/risen, scenic
eynic, sleeper/slipper, treacle/trickle, weaker/wicker 3

7.12.2 Words with rLEECE and KIT

ceiling, Egypt, scenic, seasick, chickpea, disagree, millimetre, mislead, windscreen, gree
ings, increase (v.), indeed, intrigue (v.), cleavage, comedic, freakish, hygienic, meanin
meeting, reconsider, sheepish, squeamish, strategic, bittersweet, chimpanzee, displease,
teen, fifteen, intermediate, intervene, millipede, mincemeat, mistreat, nicotine, evening -

7.12.3 Phrases

a key figure, a fridge freezer, a free gift, please give details, the grim reaper, a cheeky grin,
grit your teeth, a guilty secret, a history teacher, a complete idiot, an interesting feature, 2
police interview, a piece of a jigsaw, Kidney disease, a field trip, a window cleaner, a kiss on:
the cheek, a knitting needle, the speed limit, a complete list, a little piece, liver disease, mik
teeth, mixed feelings, a complete mystery, Greek myths, pins and needles, pink cheeks, prettyi
© gasy, an increased risk, sick leave, a significant increase, skin disease, steeped in history, an
evil spirit, a stiff breeze, a bee sting, a piece of string, deep sympathy, the legal system, a cheap
thrill, a free ticket, an ego trip, a trivial detail, twigs and leaves, a brief visit, a secret history, a
frequent visitor, a bleak winter, Swiss cheese, a written agreement, quick and easy, a string of
beads, a mythical beast, a free spirit, a brief history, a chilly breeze, spring cleaning, whipped
cream, a business deal, a deep thinker, vivid dreams, an eager listener, greasy skin, a greedy,
pig, fix a leak, ean-spirited, recent history, visibly relieved, my lips are sealed, a winning
streak, a big deal, bits and pieces, finish a meal, an interesting feature, spill the beans ’

—
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7.12.4 Sentences

Jilt eats kidney beans.

Steve didn’t sleep a wink.

Keep it simple, quick and brief.

Evelyn refilled her beaker with gin.

A honey bee’s sting kills the bee.

Jean’s a native speaker of Finnish.

Leo makes a pretty decent living.

Tim subntitted his PhD thesis on the sixth.

How can we teach kids the skills they need?
There’s a bit of minced beef between Jim’s teeth.

[ BN R R i LT T N

: 7.13 coosEe /u:/ vs. FooT /u/

7.13.1 Minimal pairs

a) Full length
cooed/could, who'd/hood, shooed/should, wooed/wood, fool/full, pool/pul
b Clipped
Luke/took, suit/soot
Longer words
lucre/looker

2 1.13.2 Words with coose and FooT

_ buliet-proof, footloose, footstool, cuckoo

' 7.13.3 Phrases

2 book review, a cool new look, good news, a do-gooder, a sugar cube, in a good mood,
i a good view, good value, a good tune, a good loser, too good to be true, put two and two

Figure 7.13 GoosE /ul/ and rooT /3/,
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together, put down roots, book a room, prune bushes, a full moon, a crooked tooth, a wogde
spoon, a bullet wound, the school bully, fruit sugar, a beautiful woman, gooseberry juic
school book

7.13.4 Sentences

Sue cooks good food.

Julian took a cruise to Acapulco.

Hugh looks like a real do-gooder!

Julie took a look through the new book.

The bully pushed Luke off his scooter.

The youth pulled out his crooked tooth.

It took some doing before she understood.

She took off her shoes and put on her boots.

The students put together a news bulletin on the issue.
Confused, Andrew shook his head; he knew it couldn’ be true.

[ Bt B R o S
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7.14 press /e/ vs. SQUARE /ea/

7.14.1 Minimal pairs

a) Fulllength S
bled/blared, dead/dared, fed/fared, fled/flared, head/haired, led/laird, shed/shared, spe
spared, stead/stared, Ben/bairn e
b) Clipped”
dent/daren’t
¢) Longer words
belly/barely, ferry/fairy, merry/Mary, very/vary

7.14.2 Words with DResS and SQUARE

airbed, bare-headed, daredevil, farewell, hairdresser, hairnet, stairwell, wherever, deckcha
elsewhere, everywhere, healthcare, menswear, questionnaire, secretarial, setsquare; ste
parent, stretcher-bearer, threadbare, vegetarian, welfare

%,
&%

Figure 7.14 pgess /e/ and squaRre fea/.

b} Clipped
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: 7.14.3 Phrases

breath of fresh air, a jet aircraft, a residential area, a leather armchair, intensive care, an
empty chair, the depths of despair, a menacing glare, red hair, a terrible nightmare, an air-

- craft engine, elderly parents, well prepared, a lengthy questionnaire, extensive repairs, dead
“geared, central square, a steady stare, terribly unfair, leisure wear, a hairpin bend, a careful
“check, a hairy chest, aircraft wreckage, a glaring error, a rare event, fairly expensive, a fair-
“weather friend, fairly healthy, hairy legs, air pressure, enemy aircraft, a sensitive area, extra
care, essential repairs, scared to death, a set of chairs

“7.14.4 Sentences

These leather chairs are exceptionally rare.

Jeremy has fair hair and a reddish complexion.

My elderty parents get the very best healthcare,

We went round the hairpin bend as fast as we dared.

Take care on each step of those dreadfully steep stairs.

They prepared a lengthy questionnaire on leisure wear,

They have excellent, if slightly expensive, vegetarian fare.

Can you tell me how to get from Edgware to Leicester Square?

1 had a terrible nightmare yesterday that scared the hell out of me.

Ken shared his teddy bear with his friends, and this increased the wear and tear,

-_7_.¥5 PALM /a:/ vs. TRAP /=/

5.1 Minimal pairs

) Full length
bard/bad, card/cad, hard/had, lard/lad, marred/mad, barge/badge, halve/have, jars/jazz,
harm/ham, barns/bans

aren’t/ant, carp/cap, cart/cat, chart/chat, heart/hat, part/pat, bark/back, lark/lack, park/
pack, shark/shack, stark/stack, larch/latch, march/match, harsh/hash, marsh/mash
) Longer words
~ auntie/anti, barter/batter, larder/ladder, martyr/matter, varnish/vanish

fgure 7.15 pacm /ai/ and Trap fm/,
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7.15.2 Words with raLm and TRAP

artefact, artisan, barbaric, bathmat, cardiac, carjack, sarcasm, tarmac, abattoir, avatar, baly
clava, barrage, camouflage, flabbergast, grandfatber, handicraft, landmark, massage:"s" '
castle, scrapyard, tap-dance, vanguard, avalanche, avocado, jam-jar, panorama, plac
rampart, sabotage, farmland '

7.15.3 Phrases

€3
appie tart, a sandwich bar, a class act, a farm animal, an arson attack, a brass band, the bl
market, hard cash, a car crash, lasting damage, pass an exam, the hard facts, an armed gan
a gap in the market, a nasty habit, the palm of your hand, a hard hat, barking mad, in a ca};
manner, a large-scale map, scratch marks, cast a shadow, snap in half, a last stand, a gla
tank, a bath tap, car tax, hard to understand, an added advantage, Saturday afternoon, a'ta
ented architect, a balanced argument, an art gallery, a snack bar, an absolute bargain, a can
barge, a bank branch, a second-hand car, a pack of cards, a cast of characters, fat chance;
cavalry charge, natural charm, the back of the class, a dance band, a man-made disaster,
classic example, an absent father, damp grass, a cattle market, a narrow path, a man-eatin
shark, jam tart, the heart of the matter, target practice, a heart attack, a marching band, mar

an exam, a natural advantage, graphic art, a salad bar, a shark attack L

.:'Figure 7.16 sQuaRe /ea/ and TRAP /®/.

" %.16.3 Phrases

* matching chairs, air travel, an international airport, black hair, apples and pears, bare hands,
nandle with care, wear a badge, a grand affair, damp air, land an aircraft, a care plan, a
 plastic chair, a bad fairy, a matching pair, a backlog of repairs, narrow stairs, a blank stare,

7.15.4 Sentences . Gatwick airport, a careless act, animal welfare, a carefree attitude, an aerosol can, a hairline

1 His Belfast accent’s hard to understand. crack, prepare for an exam, scarcely imagine, a fair-haired man, an authoritarian manner, tax
2 1had a tomato and basil salad and apple tart. affairs, an air crash, standards of care, a padded chair, stand and stare
3 She’s married to a talented architect from the Bahamas. '
4 Here’s a marvellous, large-scale interactive map of Cardiff. :
5 Martin passed his exams in banking and ﬁnancg last March. _7' 16.4 Sentences
6 Amanda practised parking the car in the supermarket car park. The fat mayor staggered to the chair and sat down.
7 The cat gave him a nasty scratch on his arm that left a large scar. Take care 10 hold the handrail on the narrow stairs.
8 Charlie asked if there was a gap in the market for dance magazines. Ann declared the hat was made of camel hair or mohair.
9 Martha said the Salvation Army brass band were absolutely fantastic. - B Jack compared variables as different as apples and pears.
10 My grandfather went to the National Art Gallery while I ambled round Battersea Park Mary prepared an appetising cabbage salad for her vegetarian pals.

We landed at the airport and then shared the taxi fare back to campus.

Amanda had black hair and an air of wary carefulness that attracted him.

Janet was scared she wasn’t adequately prepared for the Italian language exam.

The man attacked her in an abandoned warehouse and strangled her with his bare
hands.

You'll find rare and valuable manuscripts at our stand at the Frankfurt Antiquarian

Book Fair.

7.16 sQuUARE /ea/ vs. TRaP /=/
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7.16.1 Minimal pairs

a) Full length
aired/add, bared/bad, cared/cad, chaired/Chad, dared/dad, fared/fad, glared/glad, haired/
had, paired/pad, hairs/has, caim/can S
b) Longer words
careless/callous, pharaoh/farrow, hairy/Harry, Mary/marry, rarely/rally

—_
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7.7 pawm /al/ vs. STRUT /af

1.17.1 Minimal pairs

a) Full length
card/cud, starred/stud, barge/budge, calm/come, charm/chum, harm/hum, psalm/sum,

barn/bun, darn/done

7.16.2 Words with sQuARE and TRAP

airbag, aerobatic, barchanded, whereas, antiquarian, camel-hair, fanfare, grandparents,
_ adversarial, humanitarian, aerodynamic, fairyland, hairband, scaredy-cat
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carp/cup, cart/cut, heart/hut, part/putt, bark/buck, darl/duck, mark/muck, park/puc
stark/stuck, grant/grunt, branch/brunch, calffcuff, farce/fuss, pass/pus, task/tusk’
¢) Longer words

barter/butter, drama/drummer, mastered/mustard, martyr/mutter, starter/stutter

Figure 7.17 pawm fai/ and sTRUT /A/.

7.17.2 Words with raLm and sTrRuUT

bathtub, half-brother, stardust, bloodbath, double-park, jump-start, mudbath, mudguar
underclass, underpass, starstruck, junkyard, multi-tasking, sungiasses o

7.17.3 Phrases

a summer afternoon, a blunt answer, an art lover, a bargain hunter, bubble bath, a trump car
the front of the class, a dance company, a government department, a rough draft, a touch 6;"
drama, a wonderful example, a public garden, coloured glass, lush grass, a bumper harvest,
heart trouble, & public park, a bus pass, a colourful past, a blood sample, a sharp tongue; 4
wonderful start, a nasty stomach bug, a large bunch, the last bus, dark colours, a compai,a'y'
car, a faraway country, a half-empty cup, a nasty cut, a startling discovery, hard drugs, half
drunk, dust particles, harmless fun, a touch of ¢lass, a jar of honey, starving hungry, fast
mfnnth, cglf muscles, a bath plug, garden rubbish, a large stomach, asking for trouble, a strug=
gling artist, cut glass, a clump of grass, a country park, a large company

7.17.4 Sentences

Get half a dozen jars of honey.

Martha has such a sharp tongue.

The grass was studded with buttercups.

This seminar’s a must for all art lovers.

Alexander’s trump card was his undeniable charm.

We jumped on the last bus to Belfast just past midnight.
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7 1shoved the charger in the glove compariment of my car.

8 We had a wonderful start to our honeymoon in France last month.

0 She suffered a nasty cut when she was carving the pumpkins for Halloween.
10 He gathered a bunch of dahlias from the garden and put them in a cut-glass vase.

7.18 NURSE /31/ v5. STRUT Ial

7.18.1 Minimal pairs

g) Full length .
curb/cub, herb/hub, bird/bud, blurred/blood, curd/cud, spurred/spud, stirred/stud, third/

thud, burrs/buzz, firs/fuzz, burn/bun, fern/fun, stern/stun, turn/ton, curl/cull, girl/
gull, hurb/hull

b) Clipped
curt/cut, hurt/hut, pert/puit, shirt/shut, lurk/luck, perk/puck, purse/pus, turf/tough

¢) Longerwords .
curdle/cuddle, hurdle/huddle, murky/mucky, sermon/summon, sturdy/study, circle/

suckle

7.18.2 Words with Nurse and STRUT

bloodcurdling, bloodthirsty, buzzword, lovebird, mother-of-pearl, multipurpose, suburb,
sunburn, thunderbird, trustworthy, uncertain, underworld

7.18.3 Phrases

a personal budget, a stuffed turkey, a hamburger bun, a suburban bungalow, a bus service, a
double murder, a shirt button, a journey of discovery, eternal love, a first-time mother, public
services, a word puzzle, a Persian rug, firmly shut, a personal touch, earn trust, a flood alert, a
muttered curse, covered in dirt, a lump of earth, a sudden emergency, 2 young girl, a bunch of
herbs, maternal love, a murder suspect, a bundle of nerves, a subtle perfume, reserve funds,

N
NI

Figure 7.18 wurse /3:/ and sTauT Iaf.
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an unbuttoned shirt, an oven-ready turkey, a sudden turn, the current version, in other words
blunt words, a tough world, my first love, emergency funds, a murder hunt

7.18.4 Sentences

The girl was covered in dirt and dust.

Shirley must learn {o trust other adults,

Why did his blunt words hurt so much?

We purchased a dirt-cheap suburban bungalow.

The stuffed turkey was served with mushrooms.

He looked scruffy in his unbuttoned purple shirt,

I’m nervous and worried about my surgery on Monday.

After a sudden turn for the worse, my brother succumbed.

At first they were unable to adjust to the new circumstances.

After working for that company, he'd become allergic to buzzwords,
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7.1%9 LOT /D/ vs. THOUGHT /31/

7.19.1 Minimal pairs

a)  Full length :
odd/awed, cod/cord, nod/gnawed, pod/poured, rod/roared, sod/sword, wand/wamed
con/corn, don/dawn, swan/sworn
b} Clipped
cot/caught, pot/port, shot/short, spot/sport, what/wart, fox/forks, stock/stalk
¢} Longer words
coral/choral, knotty/naughty, often/orphan

7.1%.2 Words with Lot and THOUGHT

across-the-board, bodywarmer, chloroform, concord, consort, contour, corridor, cos_md
naut, encore, foghorn, frogspawn, goddaughter, hobbyhorse, mothball, oddball, offshore

N
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Figure 7.19 woT /n/ and THOUGHT /ol
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off-the-record, onslaught, popcorn, volleyball, authority, autobiography, autonomy, autopsy,
corncob, doorknob, doorstop, horsebox, ornithelogy, pawnshop, pornography, smallpox,
sword-swallower, waterlogged

7.19.3 Phrases

profonged applause, an anonymous author, a golf ball, a border crossing, a long phone call, 4~
strong cord, corn on the cob, a solid core, bottled water, a rotting corpse, a golf course, a
squash court, a long-lost daughter, a locked door, a polished floor, a positive force, squander
a fortune, a concert hall, a rocking horse, a strong jaw, a frosty morning, chronological order,
a long pause, a strong performance, a pork chop, a hospital porter, a popular resort, the top
score, boxer shorts, an anonymous source, a popular sport, follow a course, a shop doorway,
a tropical storm, a shocking story, a revolving door, a long walk, the horrors of war, hot
water, chocolate sauce, coarse cloth, a college course, soft water, the Norman Conquest, an
important contract, the overall cost, a small cottage, a poor crop, an important document, a
golf tournament, a holiday resort, a hospital ward, a boring job, a long story, a small major-
ity, an obstacle course, a formal offer, an ornamental pond, a door knocker, a small profit,
a daunting prospect, an enormous quantity, porous rock, pork sausages, an awful shock, a
corner shop, a warning shot, a bald spot, an important topic, a sports watch, a horror story, a
drop of water, at all costs, a small minority

7.19.4 Sentences

Gordon’s a sports correspondent in Washington.

Does John more often shop online or in normal shops?

I got up at four o’clock in the morning to do my chores.

Paul was awarded an important contract for an offshore project.

George took a course on the Gothic novel when he was at college.

Ron and Donna bought a small Victorian holiday cottage in Dorset,

My boss and I had morning coffee on the top fioor of the tower block.

He wanted a job that was less boring and involved more responsibility.

The Scott memorial is a Victorian Gothic monument to a famous Scottish
author,

10 To cut a long story short, George lost all his confidence after being conned by

fraudsters.

7.20 paru /a:/ vs, LoT /n/

1.20.1 Minimal pairs

a)  Full length
card/cod, guard/god, balm/bomb
b)  Clipped
carp/cop, harp/hop, sharp/shop, cart/cot, dart/dot, heart/hot, part/pot, barks/box, clerk/
clock, dark/dock, mark/mock, shark/shock, calffcough, laughed/loft, scarf/scoff,
glass/gloss, cast/cost, last/lost
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Figure 7.20 paLM /ai/ and ror /p/.

7.20.2 Words with paLm and LoT

bodyguard, bollard, bombard, collage, contrast, godfather, hovercraft, montage, aftershock,
archaeology, grasshopper, choreograph, crossbar, cregano, pockmark, top-class, armlock
blast-off, cardiology '

7.20.3 Phrases

a positive advantage, tomorrow afternoon, an alarm clock, an honest answer, a logical argu
ment, cross your arms, a coffee bar, a shopping basket, a hot bath, polished brass, a made
car, top of the class, modern dance, a costume drama, 2 concrete example, a model farm, :
foster father, a rock garden, garlic sausage, a glass bottle, a strong grasp, a guard dog, from
the bottom of my heart, at long last, a hollow laugh, a well-trodden path, an exotic plant; ¢
long scarf, a soft target, a heartfelt apology, starting blocks, parts of the body, dark chocolate
armed combat, a marked contrast, 2 master copy, a charming cottage, a nasty cough, a shary
drop, an advanced economy, a dark forest, a sharp frost, a disastrous holiday; the job market
a sharp knock, vast knowledge, a large monster, a lasting monument, a passing nod, a hard:
back novel, a garden pond, a large profit margin, a large quantity, a car wash, a hot afternoon
the wrong answer, a guard of honour, a heart problem, a bar of chocolate, a demanding job.

7.20.4 Sentences

Barbara had a nasty chronic cough,

Gosford Park is a marvellous costume drama.

The guard dog on the property barked non-stop.

He got some exotic tropical plants for his garden.

Dr Parker has a vast knowledge of modern drama.

It’s a charming cottage in the heart of the Cotswolds.

We had garlic sausages followed by coffee and dark chocolate.

We were asked to submit an electronic and a hard copy of the article.

Charlotte wants to be a doctor, and Charles wants to be an army officer.

My aunt started a demanding part-time job in March but lost it the following October.
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7.21 FLEECE /i:/ vs. NEAR [18/

7.21.1 Minimal pairs

Full length

bee/beer, D/dear, E/ear, fee/fear, Gfjeer, heshear, me/mere, knee/near, pea/peer, she/sheer,
tea/tear (from the eye), Viveer, we/welr, bead/beard, feed/feared, need/neared, lead/leered,
read/reared, speed/speared, steed/steered, weed/weird, ease/ears, cheese/cheers, sneeze/
gneers, teaseftears (from the eye)

7.21.2 Words with FLEECE and NEAR

cheerleader, earpiece, dematerialise, reappear

7.21.3 Phrases

a yearly fee, an experienced teacher, a brief appearance, steal an ides, free beer, a brief
career, a recent experience, beneath the exterior, deep fear, a piece of material, nearly asleep,
a brief period, a TV series, extremely serious, a steering wheel, a feeling of superiority, a
tear-stained cheek, speak from experience, street theatre, clear reasons, repeat an experience,
keep clear, a weird feeling, in recent years, a weird dream, searing heat, a key idea, an ear-
piercing scream, meet the criteria, completely disappear, an appeal for volunteers, pleased
to hear it, keep up appearances, previous experience, reading material, a leap year, sheep
shearing

7.21.4 Sentences

Pete’s at the peak of his career as an engineer.

I can’t believe my ears when [ hear his squeaky speech.

The people who adhere to these theories are pure believers.

I'm sincerely pleased to hear you appreciated the experience.

It appears the reading material for the next three weeks has been deleted.

D
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Figure 7.21 rieece /it/ and NEAR f19/.
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6 The teacher’s ill-concealed feeling of superiority did not endear him to his trainees.

The BBC has created some of the most appealing miniseries and period pieces I've sé'

8 Experienced shearers can shear a sheep in three minutes and remove the fleece i in one
piece.

9 We dide’t hear from him for years, but he was recently seen by my niece in Tyne and
Wear,

10 Witha plercmg scream she released the steering whee!l and crashed into the preced1
vehicle. e

-3

7.22 NURSE /31/ vs. NEAR 13/

7.22.1 Minimal pairs

a) Fulllength
etr/ear, burr/beer, fur/fear, her/hear, myrrh/mere, purr/peer, spur/spear, stir/steer, 'were,f
weir, bird/beard, gird/geared, word/weird
b) Clipped
purse/pierce

7.22.2 Words with Nurse and NEAR

persevere, world-weary, tearjerker

7.22.3 Phrdses

cieariy_ absurd, a serious alternative, severe burns, a worthwhile idea, a theatre curt
clearly determined, a serious emergency, first-hand experience, period furniture, on the verge
of teafs, an experienced observer, reverse gear, 4 word in your ear, the germ of an idea; the
material world, a personal appearance, a turbulent career, perfectly clear, seriously hu
nerve-racking experience, on the verge of hysteria, an alternative idea, burning tears, a v¢
unteer worker, a serious concern, personal experience

I2

Figure 7.22 wNuRrsg /3:/ and Near 19/,
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7.22.4 Sentences

1t’s his first personal appearance here.

He selected reverse gear instead of first gear.

we'll alert you if a serious emergency occurs.

it appears Gertrude’s worst fears were confirmed.

Pearl burst into tears when she heard that he’d disappeared.

The volunteers clearly preferred turkey burgers to beef burgers.

The first turtles appeared on earth nearly 230 million years ago.
Vernon’s had a turbulent career as a pioneer in nursing research.

The girls with the pierced ears purchased sterling silver earrings.
They cheerfully returned to work after a period of fearful uncertainty.

P A S

OO o =3 Oy e

—

7.23 NURSE /31/ v8. GOAT /3U/

7.23.1 Minimal pairs

a) Fulllength
blur/blow, err/fowe, her/hoe, fur/foe, sir/so, slur/siow, curd/code, curve/cove, firm/foam,

earn/own, burn/bone, fern/phone, learn/loan, stem/stone turn/tone, curl/coal, girl/
goal, hurl/hole, pearl/pole
b) Clipped
blurt/bloat, curt/coat, dirt/dote, flirt/float, weren’t'won’t, jerk/joke, perk/poke, smirk/
smoke, work/woke, perch/poach, burst/boast, cursed/coast
¢) Longer words
' turtle/total

[I 7.23.2 Words with nursE and Goar

coercion, glowworm, ergo, roadworks, churchgoer, furthermost, inferno, turbo, workload,

" wormhole, turncoat, co-worker, homework, loanword, noteworthy, overt, overturn, over-

waork, slowworm, soul-searching, stonework

N

N

Figure 7.23 Left: NursE /31/, Right: coaT fou/.
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7.23.3 Phrases

a golden wedding anniversary, know for certain, shoulder a burden, bold words, the loca
church, a close social circle, commercial radio, a dirt road, upholstered furniture, a cog
merchant, a cold-blooded murderer, a homeless person, the sole purpose, low gold resarveg
search high and low, a devoted servant, the postal service, a polo shirt, a colloquial térm
frozen turkey, work in progress, the known world, an alternative approach, permanent ¢
sure, maternity clothes, a coach journey, a fur coat, a surface coating, a university diploma
soctal work, a personal goal, slow customer service, a firm hold, a permanent home; ster.
nally hopeful, a dirty joke, a personal loan, the perfect moment, a circular motion, an absyr
notion, early parole, the spoken word, the learning process, further progress, a controversia
proposal, tum on the radio, words of reproach, role reversal, rote learning, dirty windo Vs,
reserve goalkeeper, social services, in glowing terms, roast turkey, a code word, in a worl'
of your own, dirty clothes, a nursing home

7.23.4 Sentences

Percy yearned to own a boat and see the world.

There are loads of English loanwords in German.

Joe’s controversial proposal was deferred until October.

Earl confinrmed that the show on Thursday’s almost sold out.

There’s a superb coach service from Heathrow to Birmingham.

Our goal is to promote the motivation to learn in the workplace.

She observed that the girls had made slow but noticeable progress.

My only concern was how to cope with the journey to and from work.
Tony was searching for the perfect moment to propose to his girlfriend.
We're virtually certain it’s Roland and Joan’s golden wedding anniversary on th
thirty-first. .
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7.24 THOUGHT /31/ vs. GOAT /fou/

7.24.1 Minimal pairs

a} Full length _
bore/bow {a knot), door/dough, flaw/flow, law/low, more/mow, gnaw/know, sa
shore/show, snore/snow, toreftoe, cord/code, lord/load, clause/close, pause/pose;
form/foam, norm/gnome, born/bone, corn/cone, drawn/drone, horn/hone, la
loan, torn/tone, stall/stole, bald/bold, call/coal, hali/hole
bj Clipped
ought/oat, caught/coat, daunt/don’t, vault/volt, chalk/choke, cork/coke, forkffolk wall/
woke, porch/poach
c¢) Longer words
mortat/motor, quarter/quota, portion/potion

7.24.2 Words with THouGHT and GoaT

blowtorch, clotheshorse, cold-call, coleslaw, folklore, notice-board, notorious, over
all, overawe, overboard, post-mortem, snowball, snowstorm, audio, auto, cornerstone
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Figure 7.24 THOUGHT /0t and GOAT /au/,

hormone, jawbone, moreover, porthole, thought-provoking, tornado, torpedo, torso, also,
almost, doorpost

7.24.3 Phrases

an orthodox approach, a bowl of water, a charcoal drawing, a short solo, formal clothes, a

‘coach and horses, Morse code, border control, a small dose, an enormous ego, raw emotion,

water flow, ordinary folk, a ghost story, a warm glow, a social call, growth hormone, a fallen
liero, an awkward moment, a small nose, a short note, the former owner, a border patrol,
the overall score, a phone call, a straw poll, a stone wall, a progress report, a lonely road,
a moment’s thought, broad shoulders, a talk show, a show of force, soap and water, a stone

‘floor, a short stroll, a sore throat, walk on tiptoe, tomato sauce, a dormant volcano, at short
notice, a local airport, an open border, a local call, a cold morning, a noble cause, household

chores, a grown-up daughter, a gross distortion, an open door, a border post, a motorcycle

‘gscort, a warning notice, a polar explorer, local folklore, a potent force, a toasting fork, hold

the fort, a moment of glory, a cold hall, an old haunt, blow a horn, a broken jaw, an over-
grown lawn, an organ donor, 2 morning stroll, roast pork, a local reporter, a low score, golden
shores, motor sport, an unspoken thought, the thought process, emotional trauma, a slow

‘walk, a low wali, a war zone, cold water, approach with caution, warm clothes, an enormous

explosion, the lawful owner, a hoax ¢all, a closed door, tomorrow morning

.7.24.4 Sentences

We ordered tortellini with home-made gorgonzola sauce.

Paula opened the wardrobe door and chose an outdoor coat.

He owns a gorgeous charcoal drawing of a horse-drawn coach.

They were flown from their local airport to a resort in Arizona.

Tomorrow they’ve forecast a snowstorm off the coast of Cormnwall,

We had slowly roasted shoulder of pork with potatoes and port sauce.

If you have a sore throat and can’t swallow, gargle some warm salty water.
Tomorrow moming ’m going to do the laundry and mow this overgrown lawn.

T
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9 Did you know that George Orwell wrote 1984 as a warning after World War 117
10 Fortunately, his thought-provoking report on the dangers of smoking tobacco Wasn
ignored by the authorities.

7.25 DREess /ef vs. FACE et/

7.25.1 Minimal pairs

a)  Full length
bread/braid, shed/shade, edge/age, men/main, pen/pain, fell/fail, gel/jail, sell/sa;
tell/tail
b} Clipped
bet/bait, get/gate, sent/saint, chess/chase, chest/chased, less/lace, pest/paste, test/ a""
west/waste
¢} Longer words
letter/later, pepper/paper, cellar/sailor

7.25.2 Words with press and TrRap

accelerate, breathtaking, celebration, demonstration, education, essay, hesitation, mves
tigate, lemonade, anyway, beret, commemorate, decimate, decorate, dedicate, destinatio
devastate, entertain, featherweight, generate, headache, meditate, penetrate, regulation; réne
vate, speculate E

7.25.3 Phrases

a change of address, a great adventure, a display of affection, a dangerous bend, a majo el
efit, make a bet, stale bread, save your breath, dangerous chemicals, a game of chess, cred
rating, a dreadful taste, a faint echo, a wasted effort, creative energy, the main entranc
fatal error, a chain of events, stay fresh, a safe guess, a shake of the head, health and safe
weights and measures, a straight question, red in the face, fail a test, rented accommodation

\

Figure 7.25 DREss e/ and race /et/.
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friends and acquaintances, aims and objectives, readily available, a healthy baby, an intense
blaze, a weddmg cake, a fresh face, a metal gate, a pet hate, a pen nams, wet paint, an empty
plate, heavy rain, a deadly snake, an endless wait, freshly baked bread, a waste of energy

7.25.4 Sentences

James went red in the face with rage.

State your name and address in your Jetter.

Making empty tfhreats is a waste of energy.

What are the aims and objectives of Fred’s paper?

We failed to make the deadline on September the eighth.

The wedding cake tasted great, but it was terribly expensive.

To save space, you can compress sentences into brief phrases.

With a shake of the head, he said, ‘I don’t remember the date’.

He held a reception for friends and acquaintances in the Croatian embassy.
First they played table tennis, and then they settled down to a game of chess.

EN T R S
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7.26 WNEAR /13/ vS. SQUARE /ea/

7.26.1 Minimal pairs

@) Full length
eat/air, beer/bear, cheer/chair, clear/Claire, dear/dare, fear/fair, here/hair, leer/lair, tere/
mayor, piet/pair, rear/rare, sheer/share, sneer/snare, spear/spare, steer/stare, tear
(from the eye)/tear (rip), weir/ware, beard/bared, leered/laird
b) Longer words
weary/wary

7.26.2 Phrases

clear air, a fierce glare, years of wear, appear from nowhere, a rarefied atmosphere, a var-
ied career, fairly cheerful, a shared experience, impaired hearing, fairly setious, a volunteer
carer, clear the area, stare flercely, a rare appearance

€3

Figure 7.26 neaR 12/ and sQuaRE /ea/.
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7.26.3 Sentences

[
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Claire scarcely ever interferes in my affairs,

The mayor’s hearing was seriously impaired.

He was the airline’s chairman for nearly ten years.

Mary said getting her ears pierced was a nightmare.

The millionaire made a rare appearance at the theatre.

Take care shearing the mohair and cashmere goats this year,

Mr Baird’s fair-haired, so wearing a beard makes him look weird.

He had a varied career in theorstical engineering and aircraft repair.

The mountaineer was a fearless daredevil drawn to scary experiences.
Nothing compares with experiencing Shakespeare at an open air theatre.

Chapter 8

'ealt vowels and weak forms

8.1 Weak vowels

- Asmall set of vowels (see Figure 8.1), known as the weak vowels, predominate in unstressed

syllables:

«  schwa /o/t banang, computer, surprise, hazgrdous, policeman
o weak KIT 1/: ignore, damage, wanted, churches

o weak rLeECE [i]: happy, money, coffee, area, react

«  weak GoOSE [u]: continyous, reputation

“ o weak FOOT /0! accurate, regular

. 8.1.1 Schwa faf

- Schwa is the pre-eminent weak vowel because it appears exclusively in unstressed syilables.

In contrast, the remaining weak vowels belong to both the strong and the weak vowel sets,
and thus are found in the stressed syllables of numerous words besides their use as weak
vowels in unstressed syllables. Due to its occurrence in weak syllables, schwa is the most

~"common vowel and the most common phoneme in the language. Note that schwa can be
- spelt with any vowel letter, with or without a following <r>, e.g. about, collar, system, bet-

ter, theatre, ability, Hampshire, pilot, forget, famous, colour, bonus, murmur, Pennsylvania,

 martyr.

Figure 8.1 Weak vowels.
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8.1.2 Weal wat /t/

Weak k1T continues to be the most common weak vowel after schwa, but in contemporary

GB it isn't as frequent as it formerly was. Firstly, in certain syllable-final positions it hag'
developed into weak rLEECE (see sections 5.2.1 and 8.1.3), and, secondly, in many words

schwa has replaced weak xiIT {e.g. chocolgte) or is a more frequent variant alongside it (-Jgs

-ngss). Although schwa is frequently an alternative to weak kit, there are many words where:

only weak xI7 is 2 possibility in the GB accent (e.g. pocker, cabbage). When the ~s and <

inflections contain a vowel, weak w17 is the norm (see section 2.15), and the distinction
between such pairs as centred /'sentod/ vs. scented /'sentid/, bordered "borded! vs. boarded |

bordid/, and losers /uizez! vs. loses Muiziz/ is maintained.

8.1.3 Weak rLeEcE [i] and coosE [u]

Weak rieece and Goosk have special symbols to distinguish them from their strong counte

parts, but this doesn’t mean that they are different phonemes or sound different from strong
FLEECE and Goose. Naturally, weak FLEECE and GoosE tend to be shorter because they occur

only in unstressed syllables, but strong rLEece and GoosE can also be short depending o
the phonetic environment. Different symbols are used because these two weak vowels we
formerly identical with weak wiT and root, but gradually split from them during the cours
of the twentieth century. Consequently, during the latter half of the twentieth century, old

speakers tended to use weak x1T and FooT where younger speakers tended to use weak FLEECE

and coosk, and some speakers varied. In response to this, phoneticians started to use

non-phonemic [i] and [u] symbols to cover both possibilities. Over the following decades,

however, the use of weak rFLeECE and Goose has become practically universal, and these
cial symbols are no longer strictly required, although we use them in this work for the sake
consistency with other published materials. To use weak kit or FooT in place of weak FLEEC
or Goose would now be characteristic of old-fashioned Received Pronunciation (RP) or
certain regional accents.

Both weak riiECE and 600se occur before vowels (glorious, strenyrous), while weak FLEEC
is also common at the end of words (happy) and morphemes (semi-). In word- mmal b
{become), de- (decide), e- (enough), pre- (prefer) and re- (relax), weak FLEECE is mcreasmg
found as an alternative o variants with weak kit or schwa.

Some speakers alternate between weak rLEECE in word-final position (cigy, marry)_'a_n
weak xIT in inflected forms when a consonant immediately follows (cities, married).
not necessary to adopt this patterning becanse using weak FLEECE in both positions is alway
acceptable. :

8.1.4 Weak roor fu/

Weak Foot is nowadays only a very marginal member of the weak vowel set. It’s more typ
cal of old-fashioned usage and can always be replaced by weak Goosg or schwa.

8.2 Syllabic consonants

One notable characteristic of weak syllables is that in certain circumstances they can have &
consonant as their nucleus. Strong syllables, on the other hand, must always centre around
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a vowel, Syllabic consonants develop out of sequences of schwa and a sonorant, the more
vowel-like type of consonant. When these sequences are preceded by particular consonants,
the articalators can move directly from the consonant to the sonorant, skipping the schwa
altogether, In such cases, the syllabicity (i.e. the syllable-forming capability) of the vowel is
taken up by the sonorant, and the overall number of syllables in the word remains the same.
Although syllabic consonant formation isn’t completely obligatory, it’s very common, and to
never use syllabic consonants would be very unusual,

The most common syllabic consonants are /I/ and /n/. Syllabic /m/ is less usual because
there are few words which provide the appropriate phonetic context, and syllabic /n/ occurs
only as a result of assimilation (see section 12.3,1). While the occasional syllabic /t/ can be
heard (e.g. sometimes in a word like camera /'keemya/), this sound is unstable in the non-
rhotic GB accent and can be ignored for practical purposes.

8.2.1 Syllabic Il

Syllabic /I/ freely occurs after:

«  plosives: /p/ apple, ol bubble, it/ bottle, /A middle, /K/ tackle, Ig/ haggle
«  affricates: /f/ satchel, /dg/ angel

+ nasals: /m/ normal, In/ final
o fricatives: /ff trifle, /v/ devil, 16/ lethal, 18/ betrothal, (8] parcel, /2! nasal, [{] special

but is less usual after /t/ moral, and doesn’t occur after the remaining approximants, /1/, fj/
and /w/,

8.2.2 Syllabic Inf

There are more restrictions on syllabic /n/ than on syllabic /I/. A notable change that has
occurred in recent decades is that where formerly syllabic /n/ was almost compulsory after

* it/ and /d/, there is now far more variation and many speakers prefer the variant with schwa
© when speaking emphatically or distinctly, especially after /t/.

Syltabic /n/ freely occurs after

alveolar plosives: /t/ buston, /d/ sadden
fricatives: /7 soften, v/ oven, [0/ python, 18/ southern, Is/ lesson, (z/ dozen, /f] mission,
i3/ vision

¢ and 1s less usual after:

non-alveolar plosives; /p/ weapon, b/ ribbon, K/ token, Igf dragon
affricates: /f/ question, /& region
Ir/l: barren

and doesn’t ocour after:

nasals: /mv/ lemon, /n/ cannon
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= approximants (except /v/): // melon, [/ canyon, Iw/ frequent g personal ['pasnl/ can become /paisn)/

- professional fpra'fefnl/ can become /pra'fefnl/
There are further limitations on syllabic /n/ after alveolar plosives. Syllabic /n/ rarely OCCurs rational /'Tefnl/ can become /rafnl/
when /¢/ or /d/ are preceded by: emotional ffmaufil/ can become /rmoufnl/

- traditional /tra'difnl/ can become Ara'difnd/
o a nasal abandon, abundant, dependent, descendent, despondent, pendant, redunday

tendon, attendant, accountant, acquaintance, lantern, vepentant, sentence, wanton, Lon
don, Paddington, Camden :

«  aplosive: disinfectant, lectern, plankton, expectant, reluctant, acceptance _ As we have seen, the phonetic symbol used to show that a consonant is syllabic is a small

«  alveolar fricative /s/; cistern, constant, instance, instant, western, assistant, consisten vertical stroke under the consonant ~ {11, [n]. Strictly speaking, the syllabic consonant dia-

contestant, distance, distant, eqstern, existence, insistent, persistent, Protestant, resisi critic isn’t a phonemic symbol becaase syllabic consonants are not separate phonemes, but

ance, resistant, substance only a special way of realising the sequence of schwa plus a consonant. In many cases, it’s

< an unstressed syllable: accident, coincidence, confidence, confident, evidence, evzd_ possible not to mark consonant syHabicity explicitly. When juggle and garden are transcribed

incident, president, resident, skeleton ' I'Bagl/ and /'ga:dn/, for example, because of the structure of the English syllable, the final

/i and /n/ could only be syliabic. However, when a vowel follows, it is necessary to use the

syllabic consonant diacritic because the consonant could be either syllabic or non-syliabic,

as in juggler I'&sagls/ or /d3agle/, and gardening /'ga:dny/ or /'garday/ (see section 8.2.4),

For the sake of convenience and clarity, we will use phonemic bracketing with syllabic

consonants in order to avoid constantly switching between slanted (phonemic) and square

(phonetic) brackets, and we will always use the syllabic consonant diacritic, even when it
isn’t strictly necessary.

8.2.6 Transcription of syllabic consonants

8.2.3 Syllabic fm/

Syllabic /m/ can be heard after fricatives in a small number of words, notably in the suffix -.isn.}

s ransom, awesome, gruesome, handsome, blossom
*  chasm, prism, sarcasm, spasm, communism, fournalism, organism, tourism
°  anthem
* Jathom, algorithm, rhythm 8.3 Strong forms and weak forms
A number of high-frequency grammatical words (i.e. auxiliary verbs, prepositions, pronouns,
conjunctions and determiners) have more than one pronunciation. The strong form is the
pronunciation used when the word is stressed, as when citing it in isolation or giving it special
emphasis in a sentence. The weak form is the pronunciation the word has when it’s unstressed.
Although we are typically more conscious of the strong forms of words than the
weak forms, the weak forms are actually more common because grammatical words
are usually unstressed, in contrast to lexical words (i.e. nouns, main verbs, adjectives
and adverbs), which are typically stressed. (Note that grammatical words are some-
times termed form or function words, and lexical words may also be called content
-words.} Table 8.1 provides a list of the most important grammatical words taking a

weak form. Note that a number of grammatical words do not take a weak form, e.g.
in, if. it, on, they.

8.2.4 De-syllabification

When a suffix beginning with a weak vowel is added to a word ending in a syiiabl €Ol
sonant, the consonant can lose its syllabicity. This is termed de-syllabification. The mo
common the word is, the more likely this is to occur.

bubbling raay be fbabatmy/ (three syllables), /babli/ (three syllables) or fbabl/ (two syliables)
poisonous may be /'patzanas/, /porznes/ ot /'porznas/

ticklish may be fukelrf?, tiklyff or /tklyf/

pensioner may be /'penfona/, /‘penfne/ or /'penfne/

vandalise may be /'vaendalaiz/ or /'vendlaiz/, but not */'vendlarz/
modernise may be /'mpdenaiz/ or /'modnaiz/, but not */'modnaiz/

8.2.5 Sequences of syliabic consonants 8.4 The use of strong forms

Sequences of syllabic consonants are aEso possible, but only in the order /n/ +/V because sy
labic /n/ doesn’t oceur after /1. Since syllabic /I/ is a variant of /a1/, and a syllabic conso
can lose its syllabicity when followed by a suffix beginning with a weak vowel, the syllabic-
ity of /n/ can be lost in such sequences. The more common the word is, the more hkeiy thss
is to happen:

As stated above, these words normally appear in their wealk forms because it is usual for them
to be unstressed. Note, however, that there are confexts in which these words are stressed and
their strong forms used. Strong forms are used in the following contexts:

1 When a word is stressed for emphasis, the strong form is used:
Ldidn't tell him, I told her /ar 'didnt 'tel "him ar 'toold "hsy/
he had seen her (even though he denied it) /hi ‘heed 'sin o/
it’s from John, not for John /s 'from ‘dgon ‘not ‘B ‘dson/

national M'nefnl/ can become /nafnl/
occasional /a'keiznl/ can become /o'kerznl/
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Table 8.1 The most important weak form words: weak vs. strong forms

Word Weak form Strong form Word Weak form Strong for
am lam/ fem/ for ol oy
are faf fax/ to ftal ftugf
was Iwaz/ fwoz/ he i/ /il
were fwaf fwaz/ him fim/ /him/
have /av, hav/ Mheev/ his hal Mizf
has faz, haz! /hez/ them /Bam/ /8em/ -
had /ad, hod/ fhaed/ us fos/ fas/
there [8af /Bea/ her /2, 31, ha/ fhay
do fdaf Jdu/ a fof ler/
does /daz/ /daz/ arn fan/ fent
would fad, wad/ fwud/ the IGEY A
will il Jwil/ some /sam/ fsam/
can fkan/ fkan/ and /en, end/ fend/
must /mast/ /mast/ but fbat/ fhatf -
shall HEY fel/ as Jaz/ lezl
at - et/ et/ than /Ban/ 1Bz .
from /from/ Hrom/ that 18atf fBat/
of fa(vy/ fov/

2 The strong form is used when prepositions are separated from the noun phrases théy

relate to:

What are you looking at? I'wot o ju 'lokig 'at/

He was sent for at once /hi woz 'sent 'foir ot 'wans/
the one that I'd heard of /82 'wan 8ot axd 'haid 'pv/

3 When auxiliary verbs are used without their main verb, the strorig form is used:

You can swim, and I can too /'juz ken 'swim on ‘ar 'ken ‘tu/
I've seen it, you know I have faiv 'siin & ju 'nou ar ‘hav/

Are you here? Yes, I am /a ju 'hio ‘jes a1 ‘em/

Note that kgve is weak when preceded by a modal auxiliary:
I didn’t do it, but I should ve /a1 'didn "duz 1t bat a1 '[ud av/
He did it? He couidn’t have /hi 'did 1t hi 'kudn av/

4 Atthe ends of sentences, preposition + pronoun sequences tend to have a weak preposi
tion if a stressed syllable precedes, and a strong preposition if one or more unstressed

syllables precede:

Look at him! I'luk ot mm/

1 took all of them /a1 'tuk 'a:l o Bam/

He repeated it for me /hi re'pittid 1t ‘for mi/

They borrowed some furniture from us /8e1 ‘borsud sam 'famif ‘from as/

5  When speaking more slowly and deliberately, auxiliary verbs tend to be stressed and

have a strong form in yes/no questions:
Are we there yet? /'a: wi 'Bes et/
Was he awake? I'woz 1 o'werk/
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Have they done it? haev det 'dan 1t/
Had they left? 'haed der 'left/

Does it matter? ['daz 1t 'm@ta/

Can you repeat that? /'kan ju r'piit et/

&

8.5 Contractions
A number of weak forms combine with words which precede them to form contractions

. and are represented in the orthography by means of an apostrophe. These are of three

types: (1) those where the weak form is reduced to a consonant, which therefore can’t

: stand alone as a syllable and attaches itself to the preceding wm:ci (e.g._ they've /661\:{); 2)
' ihose where the weak form is reduced to a vowel, which combines with thc? vowe_l in the
. preceding word to form a different vowel {e.g. they re /8eal); and (3) those involving rot.
. See Table 8.2.

8.6 Forms of BE (main verb and auxiliary)

8.6.1 AM and ARE

4m and are have contracted forms when they follow certain personal pronouns. Tk_ae clontrac-
tion you 're is homophonous with your, and both words can be further reduced to fjo/ in more

. casual speech (as can you before consonants). For some speakers we 're is pronounced /wea/,

homophonous with where.

Table 8.2 The most important contractions

Contraction Pronunciation Contraction Pronunclation
’ 1m/ he’ll /hil/
Ig::’re ﬁle:/ she'lf 1fu/
{ve’re Iwraf we'lf ’ ;;\gzli’/
! they'l et

f: ?iys;e ’:’g,e 21.: there'll f"égif
I've farv/ isn't f 1'{.1;1t/
you've Huv/ aren’:: /f:hnt!
we've Iwiv/ wasn’t / wn'm/t/
they've [8erv/ weren’t /wamt
s (has} /s, z/ don’t ' ;’:Ed;cm;’j
1'd {hadlwould)} faidf d9esp t /'dAc?nt,’

ou'd fijud/ didn’t ‘didn
);ne’d fhid/ haven’t /l_haevr,;t/
she'd /fid/ hasn’t /‘haeznt/
we'd fwid/ hadr’z’t / h&dn?’
they'd fBerd/ won’t :’wc,w'un::r
who'd Jhud/ can’t ) /?a.ént /
there'd 1Bod/ shouid.::t /ifu m/
1 fall/ couldn’t /'kUd{lt
you'fl Iy wouldn’t Fwudnt/
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Crthographic form Pronunciation Example
I'm famn/ I'm fine m
, ‘ ) . famm!
you're fozd (or fjaf) You're late. /jgﬂ-l _f_a_;_.
we're fwral {or fwedl) We're lost. w;g o
they're fdeaf They're safe. /55;;5 sz
In other positions, am and are are fom/ and /a/:
Orthographic form Pronunciation Example
am fam/ Am | right? fom ar ‘rart/:
are faf Are you here? fa ju thief::
Are we home? {3 wi 'haum/.
Are they mine? /a Ber'm
The doors are locked. 189 'dorz s 'Iok
8.6,2 1S

Is form§ a con.traction with a word it follows. Like the plural, third person singular a
possessive endings (see section 2.15), the contraction of is agrees in voicing with the final

soun:ii of the word it attaches to and is therefore /2/ after voiced sounds and /s/ after voicele
sounds.

Orthographic form Pronunciation Example

s _ lzf He's sad. /hiz 'swd/
She's dull. o fiz'dal
His dog’s brown. /hiz 'dngz "braun
My car’s new. /mar ‘kaz 'nj

/st It’s good. /1ts ‘gud/

This knife’s blunt. /815 ‘naifs 'blx
The cap’s off. /82 'keps ‘off

In other positi‘ons and when the preceding word ends in a sibilant, ie. sz 3§ ds/, is i pr
nounced /1z/, i.e. identically with the strong form: | '

Orthagraphic form Pronunciatien Example
is hz/ Is it right? iz o rany/
: This is it. f81s 1z 1t/
Hers is best. F'hz:z 12 'best!’
The dish is hot. /83 'dif 1z "hot/
My wateh is slow. /mat 'wof 1z ‘slav/

The bridge is closed. /82 'bridz 1z 'klsu
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18.6.3 WAS and WERE

was and were are /woz/ and /wa/ respectively:

e was ready,
Was he there?
She was fine.
Was she told?
it was easy.
Was it hot?

were Iwol You were tired.

: Were you pleased?
We were [eaving.
Were we naticed?
They were free.
Were they here?

“ Orthographic form Pronunciation Example
was fwaz/ I was waiting. /a1 waz 'wertin/
Was | seen? fwaz at 'simn/

/hi waz 'redi/
fwoz i 'Ges/
/i waz ‘Tain/
fwaz i 'tauld/
/1t woz 'izi/
Jwaz it "hot/
fju wo ‘tazod/
fws ju 'plizzd/
fwi wa 'Hivig/
Jwo wi ‘nautisy/
jBer wa 'friy/
fwo de1 hia/

8.7 Forms of HAVE (auxiliary)

8.7.1 HAVE

Auxiliary have forms contractions with personal pronouns:

. Orthographic form Pronunciation Example
j'I’ve Jarv/ I've won. fatv 'wan/
you've fjuvf You 've done it. fjuv 'dan 1¥/
‘we 've fwiv/ e 've left. fwiv left/
they 've fdervs They 've gone. fBerv 'gon/
Tn other contexts, auxiliary save is pronounced /av/ or, after a pause, /hov/.
“Orthographic form Pronunciation Example
_' have favi My friends have gone. /mar 'frendz ov 'gon/

The rest have left. /Ba 'rest av 'left/
- The leaves have turned brown. /B2 ‘litvz ov 'tamd "braun/
* have fhav/ Have | passed? /hav ar ‘paist/

Have you seen it? /hov ju 'simm 1t/

Have we won? /hov wi 'won/

Have they finished? /hav Ber 'fift/

Have the keys been found? /hav 83 'kitz bimn 'favnd/
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8.7.2 HAS

Like is, auxiliary has forms contractions with the word it follows, and its form dependg_:"ﬁn
the voicing of the preceding sound. :

In other contexts, auxiliary Aad is pronounced /ad/ or, after a pause, /had/,

Qrthographic form  Pronunciation  Example

had fad/ The doors had been closed. /09 'deiz ad biin klsvzd/
Crthographic form Pronunciation Example | wish my teem had won. far 'wif mai ‘timm ad ‘wan/
fhad/ Had [ missed it? /had ar 'must 1t/ )
s 2/ He’s gone away. /hiz 'gon a'wei/ Had you read it? /had ju 'red 1t/ &
She’s broken it. Hiz erovken 1¢/ Had he gone? /had i 'gon/

My arm’s gone numb.

The car's been stolen,
Isi It’s been found.

My wife's left me.

The cat’s made a mess.

Had she left?
Had we fanded?
Had they promised?

/had fi 'left/
/had wi lendid/
/hod Ber 'promist/

/mal 'a:mz gon 'nam
/8% 'kaiz bim 'stauls
/tts bimm ‘favnd/
/mar ‘waifs 'left mj

/82 'keets 'merd 5 'ma . “

8.8 THERE

‘Existential there has the weak form /8a/. The adverb there doesn’t have a weak form (e.g. ]
work there /8ed/).

Also like is, auxiliary has doesn’t form contractions when preceded by sibilants, /s zf3 ﬂ".dg','-

Orthographic form Pronunciation Example

has fazf My boss has been fired. /mat 'bos oz bimn 'fiis
The rose has wilted,

My wish has come true.
The branch has snapped.

The badge has fallen off.

o Crthographic form Pronunciation Example
/80 'rauz 9z 'wiltid/
/mar 'wif oz 'kam 'tri
/82 "brainff oz 'snap

/82 'beds 9z 'forlon

“there /8a/ /3az o'nade 'wer/
/Gor o 'meni 'ma:/
/8oz "bimn 9 mr'sterk/
/Bav 'bitn » 'fjuy/
/B2 waz 3 'problom/
/82 wa 'plenti/

/6ad 'bimn o 'miksap/

There’s another way.
There are many more.
There's been a mistake.
There’ve been a few.
There was a problem.
There were plenty,
There'd been a mix-up.

After a pauss, has is pronounced /hoz/.

Orthographic form Pronunciation Example
has fhaz/ Hus he read it? /hez i 'red 1t/ -
Has she tried it? Moz/ fi ‘traxd 1t/ .9 Forms of DO (auxiliary)
4 ? 1 g
ﬁgz &g?ﬂ&e;':: ried? 52:; ge I}glﬁqst st :Auxiliary does has the weak form /doz/. Before consonants auxiliary do has the weak form
i : AR :fdo/, while before vowels it’s /du/ and therefore phonemically the same as the strong form.
3.7.3 HAD  Orthographic form Pronunciation Example
Auxiliary had forms contractions with personal pronouns: do /dof Where do we wait?  /'wea da wi ‘werl/
. e P P Do they know? /da Ber 'nov/
Idaf (or /dsuf or /dgaf) Do you like it? /da ju lark 1t/
Crthographic form Pronunciation Example /du/ Where do [ go? f'wea du a1 ‘gau/
Do animals dream? /du ‘gnamjz 'drizm/
I'd faxd/ {'d finished. Jard 'fingff “does [daz/ Does he drink? fdaz 1 'drigk/
you'd fud/ You'd left. fjud left/ ' Does she smoke? /daz fi 'smouk/
hed /hid/ He'd gone. /hid 'gon/; Does it work? /daz 1t 'waik/
she'd /fid/ She'd arrived. /fid a'raivd/
we'd fwid/ We'd eaten. fwid 'itn/
they'd /Beid/ They'd spent it.

/Be1d 'spent i/
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8.10 Modal verbs
8.10.] WOULD

Like had, would forms confractions with personal pronouns:

Orthographic form Pronunciation Example

Id fard/ 1'd buy one. /ard ‘bai 'wan
yot,;‘d fjud/ You'd like it. fjud ‘Ia:k\:;:'\'n
he'd /hid/ He'd do it. /hid "duz 1/
shez’d Hid/ She'd see it ffid 'siz
we'd fwid/ We'd get better. fwid 'get "bet:
they'd /Berd/ They'd help. /Oerd 'help/

In other contexts, would has the uncontracted form /ad/ or, after pauses, /wad/ (or /wudﬁ.

Orthographic form Pronunciation Example

d fad/ it'd work, 1t od ‘waik/

would The boss would hate it. /82 'bos od 'hert 1t
The top would fall off. /8o 'top ad 'forl pfi

Iwod/ (or /wud/) Would | do it? fwad a1 'du: 1t/

Would you like one? fwad ju 'fark ‘wan
Would he try? /wad i 'tray/ i
Would she help? /wad [i 'help/
Would it matter? /wead 1t 'mata/
Would we win? fwad wi ‘win/ -

Would they come? /wad de1 'kam/:

8.10.2 WILIL

Will forms contractions with personal pronouns:

Orthographic form Pronunciation Example

rit fatlf il ask. fail

you'll fjul/ You'll see. - fjul 'siz

he f,f /hiy He'lt wait. /hit

Shf,: i} Hilf She'll leave. i

we H, fwil/ We'll go. /wil ‘goul:
they'll /8exl/ They’lf finish. f8e1l fiff

In other contexts, the weak form of will is /al/ or, after pauses, /wil/ (i.e. the strong forﬁx

COrthographic form Pronunciation Example
0 falf th work, - itel'wsk
will That will do. /8wt of 'dud/
Mike will go. ['maitk o} ‘gavl
fwil/ Will you help? /wil ju 'help/
Will he say? fwili ‘ser/ -
Will she ask? fwil Ji'aisk/

Will they leave? fwil dex 'lizv
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8.10.3 CTAN, MUST and SHALL

The weak forms of can, must and shall are /kan/, /mest/ and /fal/:

Orthographic form Pronunciation Example

can /ken/ Tom can drive. /tom kon ‘draiv/
You can try. /ju kan ‘trar/ &
Can you come? fian ju kam/

must Imast/ This must be wrong. /815 mast bi 'rog/

Paul must be mad. /'po:l mast bi 'mad/
shall /falf Shall | help? /[2l ar "help/

8.11 Prepositions

8.11.1 AT, FROM and FOR

The weak forms of at, from and for are /at/, /fram/ and /fa/.

Orthagraphic form Pronunciation Example
at /at/ Look gt that. Mok ot 'Gat/
At long last, /at 'log 'laist/
from Hfram/ You can walk from here. /ju ken 'wark fram ‘his/
_ From time to time. Jfrom ‘tarm te 'tarm/
< for /faf He took it for granted. /hi 'tuk 1t f5 ‘gramntd/
For hire. /fa 'haro/

- 8.11.2 TO and OF

Before consonants, the weak form of fo is /ta/, both as a preposition and as the fo-infinitive.

" Before vowels, the weak form of fo is /tw/, and therefore phonemically the same as the strong
. form. The weak form of of is /ov/. When a consonant follows, the /v/ is often dropped, espe-
-~ cially in high-frequency phrases and when the following word begins with /8/ (e.g. the, this

that, these, those, them).

© Orthographic  Pronunciation  Example

form
to Mol ! go to work to make money.  /ar'gav 19 'wak to ‘merk ‘mAani/
: i told him to go to hell. /a1 ‘tould 1m ta ‘gau fe 'hel/
of fav/ A piece of advice. /2 'piis ov ad'vais/
The capital of Spain. [0 'keepit] ov 'spem/
faf {or fav/} A cup of coffee. /3 "kap 2 'kofi/
All of them. F'atl o Bom/

The best of the best. /83 ‘best o 0o 'best/
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8.12 Pronocuns

8.12.1 HE, HIM and HIS

He, him and his have the weak forms /i/, /1m/ and /1z/. When they occur after a pausé.'.

forms with initial /h/ are used which are indistinguishable from the strong form. His ha
a weak form only as a determiner (e.g. ['ve read his book) but not as a pronoun (e.g. I've

read his).

Orthographic form Pronunciation

Examples

he /if
/hif

him fim/

his : f1z/
fhiz/

I know he thinks so.
They said he left.

He thinks so.

He feft.

Tell him,

They made him feave,
I took his watch.
They know his name.
His watch was stolen.
His name was known.

/ar 'nav i 'Gigks sou/
/Oe1 'sed i 'left/

/hi 'Oimks sav/

/i efy/

f'tel i/ .
[Ber 'mexd 1m "lizv/
fa1 'tok 1z 'wofl/

/8e1 'nav 1z 'neim/
/hiz 'wof woz ‘stoulan/
/hiz 'nerm woz 'noun

8.12.2 THEM, US and HER

Them and us have the weak forms /3em/ and /os/. The weak form of her can be /o/ or /31
When ker is a pronoun (e.g. I know her), /a/ is more common than /31/, but when her is
determiner (e.g. [ know her name), /31/ is more common than /o/. After a pause, her has a
initial /h/ and is therefore identical with the strong form. :

Orthographic form Pronunciation Example
them /Bam/ [ saw them. /a3 'sor Bam/ -
us fas/ Tell us everything. /'tel o5 'evrifi
her /e/ (o1 /31) I've never met her. farv 'nevs 'met's
Give her the book. r'grv o da ‘buk/:
/31 (or /8/) I've met her maother, faiv 'met 31 'mads

Mhsif (or /hal)

I've read her book.
Her book’s good.
Her dog died.

/a1v 'red 3t 'buk/
/ha: 'buks 'gud/
/st 'dog *dard/

8.13 Determiners

8.13.1 A, AN, THE and SOME

The weak forms of @ and an are /o/ and fon/. Before a consonant, the has the weak form
89/, but before a vowel it’s /6i/ and therefore phonemically the same as the strong form;
When some is a determiner (not a pronoun) meaning ‘an unspecified quantity or amount 1
has the weak form /sem/.
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Orthographic form Pronunciation Example

a Iy, A banana. /o ba'names/

an fon/ An orange. /an ‘orindz/

the /Gof The police. /B9 pa'lizs/
some /sam/ Take some nuts. etk som ‘nats/

Have some water, /'haev som 'wasta/

8.14 Conjunctions

8.14.1 AND, BUT, AS, THAN and THAT

But, than and as have the weak forms /bot/, /8an/ and /ez/. It’s sometimes said that the weak
form of and is /on/ before a consonant and /ond/ before a vowel, but this isn’t true — the form
without /d/ is much more common no matter what follows. That has the weak form /Got/
when it’s a conjunction or relative pronoun, but not when it’s a determiner (e.g. [ know that
[0t/ man) or demonstrative pronoun (e.g. [ know that [dwt/).

Orthographic form  Pronunciation Examples

and fon/ (or fand/y A cup and saucer. /2 'kap on 'soise/

but /bat/ Last but not least. F'lazst bot 'nnt 'Hist/

as lozf As old as the hills. faz 'auld oz 0o 'hilz/
than /Ban/ He left earlier than [ did.  /hi 'feft 's:lia on 'az d1d/
that 1ot/ ! know that it's wrong. /a1 'nau ot 1ts 'ron/

The dog that bit me,
The man that | saw.

/Ba 'dog Bot 'bit mi/
/B3 'men dat a1 'soy/

8.15 Contractions with NOT

The weak form of not differs from other weak forms in two important ways: (1) it appears
only in contractions, and (2) these contractions are usually stressed.

The final /t/ of rot contractions occurs regularly only before a pause. In other contexts
#/ is frequently dropped, especially in the case of the disyllabic contractions, e.g. [ didnt
know,

When not contracts with a word ending in a sonorant, it has the form /nt/. In the case of do
fdw/, can fkeen/ and will /wil/, a change of vowel is also involved.

Orthographic form Pronunciation Example

aren’t faint/ We aren’t ready. fwi 'ant ‘redi/
Aren’t they here? faint Bex ‘hia/

weren’t fwaint/ They weren't home. /8e1 'wamt hevm/
Weren't we invited? f'waint wi m'vartid/

won’t fwaont/ f won’t say. far ‘waunt 'sel/

don’t fdaont/ They don't care. /Ber 'daunt 'kes/

can’t fkaint/ He can't swim. /hi 'ka:nt 'swim/
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When rot contracts with a word ending in an obstruent, it has the form /ont/, which readi'lj}

forms a syllabic /n/.

Orthographic form

Pronunciation

Example
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Since and, an and will have the weak forms /en/ and /al/, these can form syllabic con-
sonants more or less readily depending on the final consonant of the preceding word (see
section 8.2). The weak form of some contains /om/ preceded by /s/, and that of sha// has /al/
preceded by /[/, which are contexts in which /m/ and /V can become syllabic.

isn't Mznt/ {or 'tzp/f) It isn’t right. /it gt rart/
wasn’t ['woznt/ (or 'wozn/) I wasn’t there. far 'wopznt 'Ses/
haven't /'havnt/ (or hevy/) We haven't done it. i thevat ‘dan
hasn't Mhasznt/ (or fhaezn/) it hasn’t worked. /1t 'heznt 'waki/:
hadn't /'hadnt/ (or S'hedn/) They hadn’t left. /8e1 ‘hednt 'lef
doesn’t Hdaznt/ (or I'dazn/) He doesn’t smoke. /hi 'daznt 'smauk
didn’t Sdrdnt/ (or f'didns) She didn’t leave. /i ddnt 'lisv/
shouldn’t /Tudnt/ (or /'fudn/) [ shouldn’t say. /a1 ‘fudnat 'sey/
couldn’t Mkodnt/ (or /kudn/) They couldn’t help. /8e1 'kudnt el
wouldn't fwodnt! (or /'wudy/) I wouldn’t go. /a1 'wudnt ‘geu

B8.16 Obsolete weak forms

Our transcription system distinguishes between stressed be /bi:/ and unstressed be /bi/, an
between stressed you /jui/ and unstressed you /iu/. This refiects the fact that weak FLEECE /if
and weak Goose /u/ developed out of weak kit /i/ and weak FooT /u/. Whereas formerly the
difference between stressed be and unstressed be was the difference between the phonemes
FLEECE and k1T, and the difference between stressed you and unstressed you was the diffe

ence between the phonemes oosk and FoorT, the difference now is between different categos

ries, strong and weak, of the same phoneme. The same difference is found between stress

is /1z/ and the unstressed is /1z/ which occurs after a pause or sibilant /s z {3 § &%/, but in the
case of k1T, the same symbol is used for both categories. Therefore, for practical purposes the:
distinction can be ignored, and it’s not necessary to consider be or you to have weak forms.

based on the strong/weak distinction. We continue to make the distinction in transcriptions;
however, in order to be consistent with other published materials,
The foliowing is a list of obsolete weak forms:

Orthographic form Strong form Present weak form

be fbiy/ b/ . b/
she i/ 17 e

me /mizf fmif /my/
we Iwiyf fwif fwif
he /hiy/ /hi/ (after a pause) I/
the 18/ 181/ (before vowels) /8v/
you furf fw/ ljol.
do /du:/ : /du/ (before vowels) /du/
to ftuy/ ftuf (before vowels) Mo/

8.17 Weak forms and connected speech

The above weak forms have been given in their most neutral forms, but it’s common for such
high-frequency words to appear in phonetic contexts which alter their phonetic structure.

Former weak form.

Orthographic form Prenunciation Example

and Jond — in/ Fish and chips. MM n ps/
Knife and fork. Mnarf o fark/
Bought and sold. /'bort 1 'seuld/

an lan/ — I/ 1 had an answer. /ar 'hed n 'ainss/
Cause an accident, /'ko:z n ‘eksodant/
Eat an orange. Firt o 'prindz/

‘“ Bl =1 That'lf do. fGat ] ‘dus/
Help'lt come. f'help | 'kam/
Time'll tell. ftam | ‘tel/

some /som/ ~= [smp/ Take some sugar. l'terk sm 'fuga/

shall Ifalf — 1/ What shall we do? Hwot [T wi 'duy/

‘The weak forms of are, were, there, for and her and the contractions you re, we're and
they 're end in vowels, which leads to /t/-liaison (see section 12.4) when a vowel immediately

follows.

Orthographic form Pronunciation Example

are fol =~ far/ Are all swans white? for "ozl "swonz ‘wait/
you're fjouf — ljorrf You're awful. forr Tarfl/

we're Iwial — fwiar/ We're away. fwisr o'wel/

they're /Beal — [Bear/ They're empty. [Beoar ‘emptl/

were Iwal — fwoar/ You were out, fin wor ‘aut/

there 169f -~ [Bar/ There are lots. /Bor 2 'lots/

for ifaf = [for/ A free-for-all. fa 'frit for 'o1l/

her fof = farf | met her again. far 'met or o'gen/

/31 — f3ur/

I found her office.

Jar 'favnd 3:r 'ofis/




Chapter 9

Practice

Weak vowels and weak forms

9.1 Weak vowels: pract;ce

This section provides practice in pronouncing the English weak vowels in different phonetr
contexts, in words and phrases, and in sentences. Because of its high frequency, schwa /o/ i
particular is practised in a wide variety of contexts and combinations.

9.2 Schwa /o/

9.2,1 Description

Mid, central, unrounded. Schwa tends to be opener, ie. open-mid, in final position before:
pause. Although schwa appears almost exclusively in unstressed syilables, it can be found excep
tionally in the stressed syllable of a very small number of words, principally because /or'ksz/;:

2.2.2 Final syllable

al <-er>
anger, answer, border, brother, butter, chapter, clever, corner, cover, danger, daughte
dinner, eager, enter, father, feather, fever, filter, finger, folder, ginger, hammer, ham
ster, hover, hunger, ladder, leather, letter, linger, manner, matter, member, mete

N

Figure 9.1 Allophones of schwa: an open-mid vowel in final pbsition before a pause and 4

mid vowel in other contexts.
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menster, mother, murder, number, offer, order, oyster, paper, partner, pepper, poster,
powder, quarter, rather, river, shoulder, silver, sister, slender, snooker, sober, sol-
dier, spider, stranger, summer, temper, tender, thunder, tiger, timber, wander, water,
weather, winter, wonder
h) <-or, -ure, -a, -ar, -ard>
actor, anchor, author, doctor, error, horror, major, minor, mirror, motor, razor, sailor, ter-
ror, tractor; capture, creature, culture, failure, feature, figure, future, injure, lecture,
leisure, measure, mixture, nature, picture, pleasure, pressure, structure, treasure;
asthma, china, comma, data, drama, extra, panda, pasta, pizza, quota, sauna, sofa,
zebra; beggar, burglar, cellar, collar, doliar, grammar, sugar, vulgar; awkward, back-
ward, forward, orchard, standard, leopard, hazard, mustard, lizard, blizzard
c) <-our,-re, -us, -ous>
armour, colour, favour, flavour, glamour, harbour, honour, humour, labour, neighbour,
TUmour, vapour, acre, centre, fibre, litre, metre, theatre; cactus, campus, chorus, cir-
cus, citrus, focus, foetus, fungus, minus, virus, versus; cautious, conscious, famous,
gorgeous, gracious, jealous, spacious, precious, vicious, nervous
d} Various other spellings
cheetah, murmur, sulphur, thorough, atlas, August, ballot, barracks, bishop, breakfast,
buttock, canvas, catrot, Christmas, comfort, compass, concert, cupboard, effort,
galtop, hammock, locust, martyr, mattress, method, monarch, parrot, pilot, purpose,
salad, shepherd, stomach, syrup, system, tortoise, yoghurt

9.2.3 Phrases

- bitter anger, an instant answer, border control, elder brothers and sisters, bumper to

bumper, cancer treatment, a pressure cooker, constant danger, & sumptuous dinner, a
learner driver, a father figure, a feather duster, scarlet fever, a water heater, nervous laugh-

© ter, an advanced learner, a silent letter, a cigarette lighter, a master craftsman, a founder
- member, a water meter, a random number, a painter and decorator, a ballot paper, talcum

powder, a swollen river, a snooker tournament, a complete stranger, suffer in silence, a
vicious temper, water vapour, a character actor, human error, a complete and utter failure,
a permanent feature, an obscene gesture, a lecture theatre, a treasure hunter, accurate data,
a Roman villa, a computer virus, a jealous husband, a proper breakfast, creature comforts,
an amateur painter

9.2.4 Sentences

My elderly mother favours sombre colours.

Martha met a famous footballer in London.

Silent letters often pose problems for learners.

Her husband’s jealous and has a vicious terper.

Anna ordered a tuna salad, and I had pasta with salmon.

The youngster had fallen in the water but wasn’t injured.

Trevor was tortured by inner demons, but suffered in silence.

This is a common feature of both human and animal behaviour.

He discovered to his horror that the secret document had been stolen.
In motor insurance, accidents by a learner driver are normally covered.
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9.2.5 First syllable

about, above, across, address, adore, advance, advice, afford, afraid, agree, alarm, aliv
allow, alone, amount, announce, appear, arrange, arrive, asleep, attack, avoid, awake, bal.
loon, canal, career, collect, compare, complain, complete, concerned, conclude, confirm
confused, connect, contain, continue, convince, correct, forget, forgive, machine, observe
oceur, offend, parade, patrol, perform, perhaps, persuade, police, polite, possess, produ
promote, propose, protect, provide, success, suggest, supply, support, suppose, surprise, sur-
round, survive

2.2.6 Word-medial syllable

acrobat, advertise, aeroplane, alcohol, alphabet, analyse, astronaut, atmosphere, aubefgine,' .

autograph, avalanche, caravan, compromise, crocodile, decorate, demonstrate, devastate
dinosaur, diplomat, dynamite, exercise, generate, hibernate, horoscope, interview, kilogra
liberate, memorise, microphone, microscope, nicotine, operate, organise, parachute, par
dise, paragraph, parallel, paralyse, photograph, recognise, reservoir, Saturday, somersay

suffocate, supervise, sympathise, tolerate, vandalise, yesterday; contradict, entertain, guars-

antee, immature, interfere, interrupt, introduce, kangaroo, lemonade, magazine, margarx
reconunend, referee, reproduce, understand, volunteer

9.2.7 Two schwas

a) Medial and final syllable
adequate, afferwards, algebra, bachelor, calendar, character, conjuror, customer, for-
eigner, hazardous, permanent, popular, signature, singular, syllabus, amateur, 1g,n
rance, ighorant, vigorous, miniature
b}  Initial and final syllable
adventure, agenda, announcer, another, arena, attacker, banana, cathedral, coilector
composer, computer, conductor, consumer, container, ferocious, forever, gorilla
performer, producer, professor, projector, propelier, saliva, supporter, SuSpiCIOL‘lS
together, vanilla, veranda, consider, contagious
¢} Second and final svilable
ballerina, disagreement, disappointment, entertainment, European, caterpillar, commen
tator, escalator, generator

9.2.8 Three schwas

accelerator, asparagus, astronomer, photographer, hippopotamus

2.2.9 Phrases

an abuse of power, current affairs, a burglar alarm, an alleged assault, a major award,

careers advice, a major concern, forgive and forget, a minor offence, a police patrol, a regu
lar supply, a surprise announcement, a paper aeroplane, the letters of the alphabet, a retired
diplomat, a Christmas pantomime, a colour photograph, an underground reservoir, tomo
row afternoon, a volunteer worker, a confirmed bachelor, a suspicious character, 2 regula
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customer, a secret agenda, a collector’s item, a famous composer, an amateur petformer, a
water container, a bitter disagreement, a power generator, an amateur photographer, a mat-
ter of concern

9.2.10 Sentences

Jonathan, a confirmed bachelor, had a secret admirer,

Numerous universities award extra-curricular scholarships.

Our oldest daughter’s obsessed with dinosaurs and dragons.

Rebecca was completely incapable of forgiving and forgetting.

Nicholas observed a suspicious character in the neighbourhood.

Elizabeth was apparently a tremendous disappointment to her parents.

Yesterday a woman was attacked by a ferocious gorilla in the Netherlands.

An amateur photographer took some amazing pictures of Canterbury Cathedral.
He’s a terrific commentator — knowledgeable, articulate, perceptive and passionate.
Christopher was in the entertainment business as a theatre producer, concert agent and
general manager.
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9.3 Yowel plus schwa

9.3.1 pPRICE /ar/ + [a/

acquire, admire, amplifier, aspire, attire, buyer, choir, conspire, desire, empire, enquire,
entire, fire, hire, iron, Har, pliers, require, retire, satire, spire, tired, tyre, umpire, vampire,
wire, dire, expire, inspire, lyre, mire, prior, pyre, sapphire, alliance, anxiety, appliance, bias,
Brian, certifiable, client, compliant, cyanide, dandelion, defiant, denial, diabetes, diagnose,
diagram, dialect, dialogue, diaphragm, diarrhoea, diary, diet, giant, liable, lion, quiet, riot,
trial, variety, violence, violent, iodine, maniacal, pariah, pious, reliable, science, society, tri-
umph, violin

9.3.2 MouTH /au/ + /a/

coward, flour/flower, hour, power, sour, tower, cower, devour, Howard, scour, shower, nowa-
days, towel, vowel, allowance, bowel, trowel

9.3.3 racE /ev/ + fa/

layer, player, surveyor, bayonet, betrayal, mayonnaise

9.3.4 crHoice o/ + /a/
employer, lawyer, destroyer, annoyance, disloyal, loyal, royal, buoyant, clairvoyant,
flamboyant

9.3.5 GoaT /au/ + /ol

lower, mower, grower, rower, coalesce, coalition

my
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2.3.6 coose fu:/ + /af

brewer, steward, cruel, dual/duel, fluent, fuel, truant, gruel, jewel

2.3.7 rreece /i + Jaf

European, leotard, reassure, Caribbean, agreeable, geographic, herculean, museum, p1
vehement

9.2.8 Phrases

a secret admirer, an anxiety attack, a domestic appliance, a power failure, a cathedral choir
a prospective client, a vehement denial, a standard dialect, acute diarrhoea, a secret diéry-, ;
balanced diet, a murder enquiry, a fire fighter, corrugated ivon, a compulsive liar, a lion ia
surplus to requirements, riot police, trial and error, tyre pressure, a tremendous variety, ra
dom viclence, razor wire, a science museum, a secret society, a major trinmph, autarn fio
ers, enormous power, a clever lawyer, a truant officer, a precious jewel

9.3.9 Sentences

The steward was fluent in Korean.

Brian left the towels in the shower.

He inspired loyalty in his employees.

Howard was diagnosed with diabetes.

He’s an annoying, disagreeable tyrant.

She hired a lawyer to conspire against her clent.

All the flowers, except for the dandelions, have expired.
Nowadays he spends hours and hours playing the violin.
Brian’s employer reassured him that he would not be fired.
The dialect he speaks is a variety of Caribbean English Créole.
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9.4 Weak it v/

9.4.1 Description

Just above close-mid, front-central, unrounded. kit is also a member of the strong vowel '_s'.'e”

9.4.2 Final syllable

Weak it frequently oceurs in word-final syllables, notably in syHables realising the <>
<-ed> inflections.

2.4.3 In inflections (hzl after sibilants Is z [ 3 i &3/, d/ after It df)

a} Following /z/ :
Ambrose’s, Charles’s, Dez’s, Giles’s, James’s, Liz’s, Rose s; blouses, breezes, bru
cruises, diseases, disguises, fuses, hoses, mazes, noises, noses, phases, phrases
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Figure 9.2 Weak it /1/.

b

b

prizes, roses, sizes, vases; accuses, advises, amuses, analyses, apologises, browses,
chooses, closes, confuses, criticises, despises, fizzes, freezes, gazes, pleases pro-
poses, refuses, seizes, teases

Following /s/

Alex’s, Alice’s, Angus’s, Bruce’s, Joyce's, Max’s, Thomas s, addresses, axes, bonuses,
bosses, boxes, buses, businesses, cases, chances, choices, classes, courses, differences,
faces, fences, foxes, horses, mattresses, offices, pieces, prices, purses, spaces, taxes;
announces, bounces, ceases, chases, collapses, commences, confesses, dances, embar-
rasses, expresses, fixes, grimaces, hisses, misses, mixes, pierces, presses, relaxes

Following /{/

Josh’s, Hlamish’s, Trish’s; ashes, bushes, dishes, marshes, blemishes, brushes, leashes,
niches, rashes; astonishes, banishes, bashes, cherishes, crashes, crushes, demol-
ishes, flourishes, furnishes, nourishes, perishes, punishes, pushes, relishes, smashes,
squashes, vanishes, washes, wishes

Following 1§/

Rich’s, Mitch’s; batches, beaches, benches, branches, brooches, churches, ditches,
peaches, pouches, ranches, riches, speeches, trenches; attaches, catches, clenches,
crouches, crunches, drenches, fetches, itches, punches, reaches, snatches, stretches,
teaches, touches, watches

Following /ds/

Reg’s, George’s, Madge’s; advantages, badges, bandages, barges, bridges, cabbages,
cages, carriages, colleges, cottages, edges, fridges, hedges, hinges, images, lan-
guages, marriages, messages, oranges, pages, passages, sansages, sponges, villages;
acknowledges, arranges, changes, cringes, damages, discourages, dodges, emerges,
engages, indulges, manages, nudges, ravages, scavenges, surges

Following /t/

arrested, attracted, boasted, chatted, cheated, collected, commented, committed, com-
pleted, consulted, corrected, counted, created, debated, delighted, devoted, donated,
drifted, elected, fainted, hunted, insisted, lifted, melted, painted, pointed, posted, pre-
dicted, prevented, printed, protected, regretted, rejected, rented, repeated, reported,
respected, rested, selected, shouted, spotted, started, tested, treated, trusted, wanted
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g) Following d/
avoided, awarded, bonded, blended, conciuded, decided, defended, demanded, divided;
ended, faded, flooded, guarded, guided, handed, headed, inciuded, intended, mended
needed, nodded, pleaded, raided, regarded, shielded, skidded, sounded, traded "

92.4.4 Weak it in other word endings

a) <-age, -et, -ed>
baggage, bandage, cabbage, cottage, courage, image, luggage, marriage, message, mo

gage, package, passage, postage, sausage, shortage, village, voyage, wreckage.

damage, language, hostage; blanket, bracket, bucket, budget, carpet, comet, crick
Jacket, market, packet, planet, pocket, puppet, rocket, target, ticket, socket; crooked;
jagged, rugged, wicked, naked

b} <-ic, -ish, -ive>

attic, basic, classic, clinic, critic, fabric, garlic, graphic, hectic, lyric, magic, mimic

music, panic, picnic, plastic, public, topic, toxic, traffic, tragic, comic; childish,
finish, foolish, furnish, publish, punish, rubbish, seifish, vanish, English, pohs
active, captive, native, motive, passive, massive
¢} <-ing, -it, -ist, -id, ~is, ~in> o
building, ceiling, clothing, darling, during, evening, greeting, morning, nothing, we
ding, drawing; bandit, credit, exit, habit, limit, permit (n.), profit, rabbit, spirit,
visit, vomit; artist, cyclist, dentist, florist, tourist, typist' vivid, valid, timid, stu
solid, rigid, rapid, humid, fluid, liquid; basis, crisis, tennis; cabin, coffin, dolphm
Latin, margin, penguin, pumpkin, robin, ruin, satin, napkin
d} Various other spellings
biscuit, engine, famine, knowledge, linen, minute (n.), spinach, college, addict, de
district, gossip, instinct, notice, office, olive, ostrich, physics, porridge, practic
promise, province, sandwich, service, tulip, turnip, verdict, victim, worship -

9.4.5 Initial syllable

dictate (v.), dislike, dismiss, display, ignore, imply, impress, improve, include, indeed, infe
inflate, inform, inhale, inject, insert, insist, inspect, instead, instruct, insure, intend, mtense,
invade, invent, invest, invite, involve o

9.4.6 Words with schwa fol and weak kit 1/

abolish, academic, accomplish, advantage, aggressive, allergic, astonish, atomic, attractive;
automatic, comparative, conservative, democratic, diplomatic, disappointed, domestic,
matic, emphasis, energetic, fanatic, majestic, membership, negative, offensive, opposite,
partnership, pathetic, pharmacist, photographic, productive, pyramid, statistics, sympathetic,
talkative, vitamin, dictator, imperative, improvement, indignant, infectious, informative,
inspector, instalment, instructor, insurance, intruder -

9.4.7 Phrases

a derelict cottage, a vivid image, a cryptic message, postage and packing, garlic sausage, a
chronic shortage, an epic voyage, twisted wreckage, extensive damage, offensive language,
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an electric blanket, a plastic bucket, a limited budget, fitted carpet, a denim jacket, a ticket
inspector, a packet of biscuits, limited knowledge, a music critic, a last-minute panic, a picnic
basket, congested traffic, a thrilling finish, a dramatic flourish, domestic rubbish, a public
building, a painted ceiling, a credit limit, an eccentric habit, a basic unit, a flying visit, a
gifted artist, a growing crisis, a primitive instinct, a linen napkin, an office building, atomic
physics, an unsuspecting victim, an intense dislike, an attractive display, a distinct advan-
tage, a chronic alcoholic, advantages and disadvantages, a valid ticket

9.4.8 Sentences

Alison’s knowledge of music is encyclopaedic.

The editor encouraged me to publish my article.

Dennis insisted on my wearing a bicycle helmet.

This artist intensely dislikes anything asymmetrical.

The initial experiments led to some interesting findings.

Alice explained the advantages of outsourcing medical services.

David rented a charming cottage in a pretty little village in Dorset.

These restrictions resulted in a chronic shortage of nurses in England.

He finished the packet of digestive biscuits he’d discovered in the kitchen,

It’s estimated that eleven per cent of the passengers were travelling without a valid ticket.
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9.5 Weak rLece [i]

9.5.1 Description

A little lower than close, a little backer than front, unrounded. FLEECE is also a member of the
strong vowel set.

9.5.2 Word-final

@) <>
angry, any, army, baby, beauty, body, bully, bumpy, bury, busy, carry, cheeky, cherry,
chilly, city, clumsy, copy, country, crazy, curry, dirty, dizzy, dummy, dusty, duty,

X

Figure 9.3 Weal rLeecs [i].

B
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early, easy, empty, entry, envy, fancy, faulty, ferry, filthy, fizzy, fluffy, frieng

funny, fussy, gloomy, glory, greasy, greedy, guilty, happy, heavy, hungry, hurry;

jelly, juicy, lady, lazy, lucky, many, marry, merry, nasty, naughty, only, Pai“ty',p'i

plenty, pretty, ready, silly, sorry, story, study, tidy, very, worry .

b} Various other spellings <ey, i, ee, ie, &> o
abbey, ailey, barley, chimney, donkey, hockey, honey, jersey, jockey, journey, k
money, monkey, trolley, turkey, valley; chilli, khaki, muesli, taxi; coffee, tofi

cookie, genie, movie; acne :

- 9.6.3 Phrases with weak rLeece [i] and weak Goosk [u]

" radio aerial, totally aiien, deeply appreciate, an area of difficulty, an enthusiastic studio
- audience, a burial ceremony, extremely convenient, deeply curious, an encyclopaedia entry,
incredibly enthusiastic, slightly envious, money worries, previous experience, strangely
“familiar, absolutely furious, a creative genius, a military historian, a silly idiot, socially infe-
rior, a gloomy interior, a university librarian, positively fuxurious, industrial materials, a
“memorial ceremony, negotiate successfully, completely oblivious, blatantly obvious, a happy
g period, community radio, deadly serious, a movie studio, numerically superior, a monetary
union, vegetarian cookery, ultimately victorious, react badly, daily reality, a mighty army,
“a tiny baby, 2 healthy body, a juicy cherry, a friendly country, slightly crazy, pretty creepy,
“heavy duty, pretty gloomy, truly happy, fairly healthy, ravenously hungry, an elderly lady,
" dirty laundry, desperately lonely, a fancy-dress party, flaky pastry, potentially risky, extremely
“silly, a conspiracy theory, a serious worry, a vicarious experience

2.5.3 Pre~vocalic

abbreviate, aerial, alien, appreciate, aquarium, area, audience, audio, bacteria, barrier, buri
cereal, civilian, comedian, convenient, curious, embryo, encyclopaedia, enthusiastic
ous, experience, exterior, familiar, furious, genius, glorious, guardian, hideous, histori
idiom, idiot, industrial, inferior, ingredient, interior, librarian, luxurious, malaria, mate
media, mediaeval, medium, memorial, millennium, mysterious, notorious, nuclear, nucléys,
obedient, oblivious, obvious, patio, peculiar, pedestrian, period, pneumonia, previous, r ia.
tor, radio, radius, serious, stadium, stereo, studio, superior, tedious, trivial, various, veg
ian, victorious, video, create, deodorant, geography, geology, geometry, piano, react, re
archacology, liaison, meander, mediocre, theatrical .

" 9.6.4 Sentences

His military experience was invaluable.

Olivia has a degree in industrial psychology.

Lilian’s a historian, and Marion’s a librarian.

Gillian’s baby was tiny but perfectly healthy.

Gabriel wasn’t familiar with this unusual idiom.

[ had a juicy kiwi and some succulent strawberries.

Tt became obvious that Victoria was a creative genius.

Jamie recently graduated from an Australian university.

The documentary received enthusiastic reviews in the media.
The committee’s activities are described in the annual report.

9.6 Weak coose [u]

2.6.1 Description

Close, central, weakly rounded.
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9.6.2 Pre-vocalic 9.7 Syliabic consonants: practice

actual, annual, casual, constituency, continual, continuous, estuary, evacuate, eventual; g
ine, gradual, graduate (v.), individual, influence, intellectual, jaguar, January, manual, punc-
tual, punctuate, situate, spiritual, usual, virtual, visual i

This section provides practice in pronouncing syllabic consonants in the phonetic contexts
which favour their use. The exercise material includes the target sounds in words, phrases
and sentences.

9.8 Syllabic /1/

1 9.8.1 Words

@) [pl, /by
apple, chapel, couple, example, nipple, opal, people, pupil, purple, ripple, sample,
simple, scalpel, staple, triple, cripple, principal/principle; bubble, cable, crumble,
double, gamble, global, herbal, humble, marble, mumble, noble, pebble, ramble,
rubble, stable, stumble, table, tremble, trouble, label, rebel (n.), rumble, probable,
veliable, respectable, syllable, impossible, invisible, responsible, sensible, incred-

ible, cannibal, horrible, resemble, terrible

b A, /Al
battle, beetle, bottle, brutal, cattle, crystal, dental, fatal, gentle, hostel, kettle, little, men-
tal, metal, nettle, petal, pistol, postal, rattle, settle, shuttle, startle, subtle, title, total,

Figure 9.4 Weak coose {u]. GOOsE is also a member of the strong vowel set.

Practice: waeak vowels and weak forms Je7. i
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turtle, vital, capital, gentleman, settlement; bundle, bric?a%, candle, cradle, cuddle,
doodfe, fiddle, handle, huddie, idol/idle, ladle, medal, middle, model, muddle, nee;
dle, paddie, pedal/peddle, puddie, riddle, saddle, sandal, scandal, vandal _
Ry, fgl, Y, /&l .
9 anklegi)ucgllje:, (c]isrcie, crackle, cycle, difficult, fickle, freckle, knuck?e, snorkei? spark]
s;)rinkle tickle, trickle, twinkle, wrinkle, local, uncle, vocal, Iamcie, cl’ALemicaiv, clas-
sical, hysterical, icicle, identical, logical, magical, mechanical, medical, ninrac!e,
musical, obstacle, practical, sceptical, technical; apgle, bgngle, burgle, eag e., gar
gle, giggle, haggle, jingle, juggle, jungle, legal, mingle, single, smuggle, sq.mggie,
stra;ngie, struggle, tangle, tingle, wiggle, wriggle, rectangle; satchel, Rachel; ange],
cudgel
I/, /nl/ . ‘ . e
d) i:lrg:ei cllismal, formal, mammal, normal, thermal, animal, s:mqitaw_neous, channel, cqiof
né} final, funnel, journal, kennel, panel, signal, tunnel, criminal, eternal, external;
internal, maternal, paternal, terminal, penalty :
v, /8, /oy
? /blei/‘;ﬁ; . ;nu{:ﬁ’e stifle, trifle, waffle, raffle, rifle, shuffle, awful, cheerful, hopeful, uselafu ;
civif devil, drivel, evil, gravel, grovel, hovel, level, n'aval/navei, nove‘ﬂ, ovfai, nvai.,
shov:el shrivel, travel, approval, arrival, carnival, disapproval, festival, mterv_ai-,_
removal; lethal, brothel; betrothal
sV, fzl/, /] o -
& a)EE; br;stj;lé, cancel, castle, council, fossil, gristle, hassie,.muscle/mt.xssel, parcel, ;y;n;:; ;
’rustIe stencil, thistle, whistle, wrestle, rehearsal, ur}iversal; chisel, dazzle, rlzz__ei-,
diesel, easel, fizzle, measles, nasal, nozzle, puzzle, sizzle, w.easel, proposa}, refus.a.,_
hazéir;ut; crucial, partial, social, special, artificial, comr'nerm‘al, controversial, esgen-
tial, financial, influential, initial, official, potential, residential

9.8.2 Phrases

financial difficulty, a social animal, universal approval, a c;o;ttroversiaiiat;cl? cegx;{::;x;zi

i e i imi ial disapprovai, the lo tal,

tal, harmful chemicals, a professional criminal, isoma is :

Zipilmpossibie obstacle, a controversial proposal, a little puzzled, ‘{het .locali tcoui;;:ﬂ‘,) ;‘gcmi

istori itical rival, international travel, off;

scles, normal levels, a historical novel, a politica . ‘ : oial

g;xl;nneis, a journal article, verbal signals, a nocturnal maltmmalf a1 11'tt17 anieji(;t;ga:c%ﬁ_

icalj itical struggle, unravel a tangle, social circles, sk e,

gle, a tropical jungle, a politica ' ‘ it tackle

i i isti ddle, a bicycle pedal, a politic dal;

a little tickle, a statistical model, a financial mu dle, ftical scandal

i litical gamble, a trestle table, a beautiful

iegal battle, a little startled, the final total, a po ! ! . . |

ca:ouf;le, a typical example, local people, an able pupil, a little ripple, a classical ternple,
official approval

2.8.3 Sentences

[ was a trifle puzzled by his refusal.

Rachel was unable to stifie a giggle.

She made a simpie but special apple crumble.
He feels comfortable in multiple social circles.
It’s an unmistakable signal of financial trouble,

o L2 DD e
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My uncle wobbled home on his unstable bicycle.

The title of his article was “The Maximal Syllable’,

It was crucial to get approval from the local council.

Our principal is responsible, respectable and reliable.

The pupils found it difficult to give examples of ethical principles,

SN o0 ) o

9.9 Syllabic /n/

9.9.1 Words

@t/ idn/
bitten, brighten, button, carton, certain, cotton, curtain, fatten, flatten, frighten, glutton,
kitten, lighten, mitten, mutton, pattern, rotten, shorten, straighten, tartan, threaten,

tighten, whiten, important; burden, garden, harden, modem, pardon, sudden, war-

den, widen, wooden, rodent, student, couldn’t, shouldn’t, didn’t, wouldn’t, hadnt,
guidance

by 1, fvnl, oy, foy/
deafen, hyphen, often, orphan, soften, stiffen, toughen, infant; cavern, driven, even,
given, govern, heaven, Tiven, oven, proven, raven, seven, servant, eleven; northern,
southern; strengthen, lengthen, python '
¢ /sn/, fan/
arson, basin, fasten, glisten, lessen/lesson, listen, loosen, person, vixen, decent, recent,
comparison, adolescent; chosen, cousin, crimson, dozen, frozen, poison, prison,

raisin, reason, risen, season, treason, crescent, doesn’t, isn’t, peasant, present, pres-
ence, horizon

d) e/, Fsn/

caution, cushion, fashion, lotion, mission, motion, nation, ocean, passion, portion, ses-
sion, station, action, fiction, option, section, patient, pension, mention, mansion,
conscience, function, profession, operation, information, foundation, education,
creation, accommodation, tradition, position, ambition, condition, revolution, poli-
tician, magician, musician, technician, attention, attraction, collection, description,
election, instruction, introduction, protection, reception, sufficient, efficient, emo-
tion, solution, suspicion; version, vision, revision, provision, division, collision,
decision, conclusion, confusion, illusion, conversion, diversion, excursion, occa-
sion, invasion, persuasion, explosion

92.9.2 Phrases

fasten a button, a prison warden, student accommodation, modern fashion, the Southern
Ocean, a session musician, modern fiction, a television licence, heightened tension, pen-
sion contributions, an important function, my chosen profession, a sudden resignation,
tighten regulations, a pleasant sensation, an unpleasant situation, the situation worsened, a

fon, a written examination, a student demonstration,
pleasant associations, an important collection, 2 wooden construction, written instructions

E

person
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9.2.3 Sentences

OO IO B W —

oy

9.10 Weak forms and contractions: practice

This section provides practice in using English weak forms and contractions in short phrases
and sentences.

9.11 Forms of BE (main verb and auxiliary)

2.11.1 AM and ARE

@)

b)

¢

d)

Jason met his relations at Luton Station.

Read this important information about depression medication.

He studied the representation of adolescence in modem fiction.

Gordon listened in growing confusion to his cousin’s objections.

Seven patients developed infections and required hospitalisation.

There was a population explosion due to immigration and urbanisation,

His frightened expression strengthened my impression of his innocence.
Nathan’s dedication to his chosen profession is an inspiration to all of us.
Information about my former positions is given in the written application.

What expectations does the present generation of students have from education?

faim/

I’'m fine. I'm lost. I'm tired. I'm leaving. I’m busy. I'm having dinner. I’'m waiting. Im:-'
taking my time. ’m seeing John later. I'm doing my best. I'm drowning. I'm trymg
I'm worn out, You know I’m right.

fam/ :

Am I late? Am I right? Am | wrong? Am I winning? Am I under arrest? Am I bormg
you? Am I making myself clear? What am I waiting for? Where am I gomg‘? Who
am [ talking to? How am I doing? When am I expected?

fia/ -

{E’ou 'te wonderful. You're learning. You're a real friend. Yow’re forgetting something
You're a star. You're almost there. You're doing well. You’re close. You're get-
ting better. You’re being silly. You're seeing things. You’re annoying me. You're
making a mistake. You're breaking the law. You're late. You’re very brave. Now_e
you’re talking. If you're interested . . . When you’re in the area . . . Because you're
a friend. . .Ithink you're great. Iknow you re busy. He said you re frying hard. She_'__-
knows you re interested. We believe you’re cheating.

Iwraf '

We’re coming. We re running late, Were getting along well. We’re making good-:.
progress. We're finding it difficult. We’re making good time. We’re havx.ng
problems. We’re leaving soon. We're thinking about it. We're doing it agam. .
We're meeting later. We’re happy together. We're staying nearby. If we’re suc- -

cessful ., . When we’re at home . . . When we’re out shopping . . . When we're
hungry . . . He knows we’re here. She thinks we're a couple. They said we’re__.
allowed. .
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e) [oeaf
They’re awful. They’re here. They’re on their way. They’re taking it easy. They’re
nearly there. Theyre plotting. They’re out. They’re starting. They’re playing chess.
They’re both teachers. They’re difficult. They're gone. If they’re still waiting . . .
When they’re ina good mood . . . If they’re good enough . . . When they re ready . . .
She said they’re coming. He knows they’re cheating. They think they’re special. It
sounds like they’re serious. :

 lal

Are you ready? Are you there? Are you mad? Are you sure? Are you all right? Are
you comfortable? Are you joking? Are we sinking? Are they hiding? Are they lost?
What are you waiting for? What are you doing? What are you trying to say? What
are you looking at? What are you talking about? Where are you going? Where are
you from? Where are they kept? Where are they made? Where are we staying?
When are we going? When are you leaving? When are they arriving? When are we
meeting? When are you getting up? When are they having dinner? Why are vou
angry? Why are they broken? Why are we waiting? Why are they laughing? Why
are we arguing? Why are you smiling? Why are they complaining? What are they
eating? What are you carrying? What are they hiding? What are we doing?

2.11.2 18

aj fzf

The job’s easy. His dad’s rich. This bag’s heavy. The cave’s very dark. This scythe’s
blunt. The game’s over. The gun’s loaded. This ring’s very expensive. The bill’s
wrong. My knee’s aching. The glue’s drying. Who’s there? His fur’s falling out. My
car’s outside. The door’s locked. My pay’s too low. Why’s that? My toy’s better. My
toe’s hurting. Now’s the time. Here’s an idea, This chair’s reserved. Where’s Tom?

by s/

The tap’s leaking. The shop’s closed. The ship’s sinking. The cat’s sleeping. That’s
incredible. His flat’s very big. What’s the problem? My back’s ftching. This cake’s
too sweet. This lock’s useless. This fork’s bent. My life’s amazing. My cough’s get-
ting worse. This knife’s very sharp. That tooth’s rotten.

¢

This is it. The bus is late. The case is closed. Chess is boring. The choice is yours. The
course is ending. My dress is new. The horse is limping. The house is for sale. This
place is awful. His voice is breaking. Hers is better. His is worse. The news is excit-
ing. That blouse is nice. My bruise has gone. The cause is unknown. This cheese
is very smelly. That disease is rare. The hose is leaking. My nose is bleeding. The
prize is pathetic. The quiz is too difficult, The brush is dirty. English is fun! This fish
is rotten. The varnish is still wet. Beige is my favourite colour. This batch is faulty.
The beach is empty. Bleach is dangerous. The branch is breaking. Your brooch is
lovely. The patch is coming off. This peach is very sweet. This torch is useless, My
watch is very old. That badge is a classic. My luggage is heavy. The bridge is col-
lapsing. That cabbage is huge. The cage is open. College is exciting. The damage is
done. The hedge is overgrown. This language is easy. The last page is missing. This
sausage is tasty. The village is empty,
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2.11.3 WAS and WERE

a) Iwaz/ :
He was drunk again. I was on time. It was a shame. She was lonely. The door was open
The lock was broken. The time was right, His advice was pointless. The book wa

too long. The boss was leaving. | was making dinner. That was that, Was Johs -
there? Was I right? Who was driving? It was better. Was Monday a success? Was
that the answer? Was it working? Was the pilot sober? Where was the teacher?

When was the party? Who was the leader? That was a bad start. It was a boring film
She was sleeping. [ was alone. :
b iwa/

We were tricked. They were criminals. You were working. The boys were playing. The
men were talking. The women were waiting. The schools were closed. The soldiers
were marching. The walls were uneven. The scissors were sharp. We were joking:

You were slow. The girls were hiding. The men were fighting. They were outside:

Were those okay? Were these the ones? Where were the police? When were they-
last seen? Who were they waiting for? Where were they going? Who were they:

meeting?

9.12 Forms of HAVE (auxiliary)

2.12.1 HAVE
a) farv/

I’ve seen it. I’ve finished. I’ve done it. Ive been waiting all day. I've been robbed. I've:
made dinner. I’ve been there. I’ve found it. I’ve had enough, I’ve done my best, I've.
had a try. I've had a shower. You know I’ve tried. o

b)) fjuv/

You’ve broken it. You’ve made a mess. You've succeeded. You've made it. You’vé--
taken too long. You've missed one, You've spilt some. You’ve dropped something..

You’ve said that before. You’ve lost. [ think you’ve had enough.
¢ fwiv/ S
We’ve never met. We've arrived. We've changed. We’ve prepared everything, We've:

done our best. We’ve had it fixed. We’ve worn it out. We’ve turned it off. We’ve

given up. We’ve bought a new one. You think we've cheated?
d}  foerv/ :
They’ve got it all wrong. They’ve left. They’ve done it before. They’ve made a mistake.
They’ve already eaten. They’ve got lost. They’ve been stolen. They’ve been wel-
comed. They’ve split up. I bet they’ve gone. .
e fov/

People have complained. The fish have swum away. The sheep have’wandered off.

The children have gone to bed, The men have been arrested. The women have -
vanished. My feet have got wet. His teeth have fallen out. The geese have flown
away. The mice have eaten all the cheese. The police have been asking about
you, My parents have gone on holiday. Ten cars have been stolen. Where have -
you been? It might have happened. What have you done? You shouldn’t have B

left. :
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fi thav/
Have [ missed something? Have you noticed anything? Have we won? Have they
replied? Have the kids come home? Have you finished? Have the police been
called? Have we passed the exam? Have you seen it?

2.12.2 HAS

a [z
The job’s been done. The bread’s gone mouldy. The dog’s died. My glove’s disappeared.
My scythe’s been stolen. A crime’s been committed. The machine’s stopped work-
ing. The building’s fallen down. The well’s run dry. His knee’s got worse. My cof-
fee’s gone cold. Who’s bought one? Its fur’s fallen out. The car’s broken down
again. The floor’s been polished. My pay’s disappeared. The sky’s got darker. The
joy’s gone out of it. The snow’s all mefted. The cow’s been milked. This year’s been
great, My hair’s changed colour. Trevor’s struck gold. Lucy’s worked hard.
h) s/
My zip’s got stuck. The group’s fallen apart. The cat’s been run over. A jet’s just crashed.
My snake’s shed its skin. The chalk’s run out. My wife’s left me. The roof’s col-
tapsed. The new bath’s been installed. My rotten tooth’s been pulled out. Ruth’s left.
c) lozl
The address has changed. The bus has broken down. The vase has been replaced. My
nose has been itching all day. My wish has come true. The bush has grown too big.
The camouflage has fooled them. The barrage has started. My watch has stopped.
Your brooch has fallen off. The cottage has burnt down. The urge has passed.
d)  /haz/
Has it worked? Has she left? Has he done it? Has the train arrived yet? Has your head-
ache gone? Has my mother called? Has the baby gone to sleep? Has the traffic got
worse? Has the rain stopped? Has it all made sense? Has it helped?

9.12.3 HAD

a) fad/

1’d already finished. I’d done all I could. I wish I'd told him. I’d already left. ’d seen it
before. I'd better go. If only I'd known. He said I'd spoilt it. She thought I'd taken
it. I knew I"d made a mistake. I"d wrecked it.

b fjud/

You’d been before. You’d never seen it. I wish you’d come earlier. If only you’d said.
Yowd made a mess. She said you’d left. T thought you’d finished. I knew you'd
been tricked. You’d already eaten it.

¢} /hid/

He’d already gone. He’d left. He’d seen it. He’d been there before. He’d hardly started.
He’d done it again. He’d spoilt it. He'd already bought it. He’d crashed the car.
Hed lost it. He’d fallen over.

d) Md/

She’d said everything. She’d been there all day. She’d already finished. 1 wish she’d
done better. If only she’d listened. She’d given up. She’d arrived early. 1 knew she’d
failed. I thought she’d done better. '
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e) Iwid/ _
We'd better leave. We’d finished early. We’d taken a long time. We’d already opened i
I wish we’d tried that first, If only we’d met ten years ago. I thought we’d passed
I knew we’d gone oo far, We’d missed it.
) foed/
They’d broken it. They’d done it before. They’d tried their best. They’d broken n
ground. They’d set a new record. If only they’d said so. I wish they’d left earlie
They said they’d been invited. I thought they’d gone.
g /ad/ (after consonants)
The gap had widened. The job had got worse. It had broken down. The fad had pas
The sack had torn. The dog had run off. The coach had gone home. The bridge
been strengthened. His cough had cleared up. The love had gone. The myth
grown. The scythe had rusted. The boss had left. The prize had been won. My wis

had been granted. Its prestige had lessened. The dam had been built. The phone had:

been ringing. The song had finished. The bill had arrived.
k) 12d/ (after lv/-liaison vowels)
The bar had closed, The door had been locked. His fur had got wet. The beer had run oy
The bear had returned. The weather had changed.
i} fadi (after other vowels)

The sea had been polluted. My money had run out. The zoo had closed down. The 'déy :;
had gone well. The lie had been discovered. The toy had broken. The plough had™

rusted. The show had finished.
J) /thad/ -
Had she already left? Had it been going on long? Had it been a success? Had they tidie
up? Had they done it before? Had it been prepared? Had you been there before” Ha
it worked? Had it been stolen? :

9.13 THERE

aj 1o/
There’s a problem. There are too many. There’s been a mix up. There’ve been lots. Th
was no point. There were lots more. There’d been a complaint. '

9.14 DO (auxiliary)

a) /daf :

Do they know? Do we park here? Do people like that? Do pandas eat meat? Do rabbit
hibernate? Where do penguins live? How do birds fly? When do babies start talk
ing? Which do they like? What do the police want?

b ldu/ .
Do ants sleep? Do apples grow on frees? Do elephants really never forget‘? Do o

make you cry? Do old people sleep more? Where do Ann’s parents live? When d
I start? What do owls eat?
¢} Jdaz/

Does anybody care? Does it work? Does she like it? Does it matter? Does the tap lea_k‘f

Where does Tom live? What does it do? When does it start? Who does it concernt
How does it work? What does it mean? Where does he come from?
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9.15 Modal verbs

2.15.1 WOULD

a) fard/

I’d like to go. I'd enjoy it. I'd do it. I’d have a go. I"d open it. I’d take one. I’d like one.
I'd win easity. Id eat it all. I'd laugh my head off. I’d leave it alone. 1°d love to
come. I'd make a difference. You know I’d love it.

b) ljud/

You'd find it difficult. You'd notice the difference. You’d get it wrong. You'd eat it all.
You’d spoil it. You'd easily win. You’d never finish in time. You’d never under-
stand. You'd love it. I think you’d like it.

¢} /hid/

He’d steal it. He’d never do it. He'd waste our time. He'd make a mess. He’d work it
out. He’d take a long time. He’d help. He'd have a go. He’d make you proud. He’d
drive you crazy. He'd buy it ail.

4 Ifid/

She’d get angry. She’d see the funany side. She’d throw it away. She’d lose it. She’d take
it all. She’d take it home. She’d make a fortune. She’d say what she thinks. She’d
itke to keep it. She’d like one. I think she’d hate it.

e) Iwid/

We’d break the record. We’d have a great time. We'd like to join you. We’d get lost.
We’d be wasting our money. We’d win. We’d get away with it. We’d be rich, We’d
be able to do it. We’d enjoy it. I know we’d do well.

) fed/ (after consonants)

The top would fall off. The lab would close down. The debt would increase. The bed
would be too big. The itch would get worse. The cage would rust. The knife would
be found. The drive would be tiring, The myth would grow. The scythe would be
dangerous. A kiss would be nice. A snooze would be good. T wish this rash would
go. Beige would look nice. I said Pam would do it. The bone would break. The ring
would get lost. The coal would run out.

g) fod/ (after fvi-linison vowels)

Its fur would fall out. The car would break down. A war would be terrible. A year
would be enough. A spare would be a good idea. If only my mother would
leave.

h)  fad/ (after other vowels)

The tea would go cold. A party would be great. A few would be enough. That way would
be quicker. A pie would be too much. That boy would be suitable. If only the snow
would melt. I wish that cow would move.

2.15.2 WILL

a)  Jarl, fjull, ARV, iV, Ail/, /dert/
Pl let you know. I think F'li leave. You’ll understand. | know you’li do well. He’ll
never admit it. I think he’il leave early. She’ll never know. Now she’ll feel better.
We'll work it out. I know we’ll manage. They’ll never find it. [ think they’ll stop
looking.
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b) /¥ (after consonranis)
The top’ll break. A cab’l stop. That'll do. It’ll never work. The mood’ll change. The
park’ll close. The egg’ll break. Which'l} fit? The bridge’ll collapse. Crime’|]
increase. When’l] that happen? Half'll be enough. The cave’ll be dark, Your
teeth’ll rot. The scythe’ll be blunt. The bus’! be late. The surprise IEkill him, My
cash’ll run out. Sabotage’ll work. This one’ll do. My room’ll be big enough. The
string’ it snap.

c) foV (after 1)

The bill will be high. The bell will ring soon. The fool will get hurt. The smell wil} get
worse. The wall will be demolished. The wheel will fall off,

d) [V (after fri-licison vowels) '

The car will break down. The bar will be closed. The star will explode. The jar wﬂl
crack. The tar wiil melt. The scar will fade. My guitar will sound great. Its fur wiil
fall out. The blur will spoil the pictures. A short stir will do. The door will creak.
The floor will be cold, Four will do. The score will change. The war will end. My
ear will get better. The deer will be frightened. The pier will close down. Next year
will be a leap year. The atmosphere will be amazing. The engineer will know. A vol+
unteer will do it. The fresh air will do you good. The bear will hibernate. This chair
will fall apart. Your hair will go grey. The millionaire will pay. The questionnaiie
will only take a minute, The butter will melt. His brother wili help. The colour W11E i
fade. The rumour will spread.

e) 1dl/ (after other vowels)

That bee will sting you. The sea will be cold. The key will fit. The tea will arrive soon;
Three will be enough. My knee will start hurting. The fee will be high. The crew
will help. The glue will dry quickly. The queue will start moving soon. That screw,
will be too short. The zoo will be closed. The tray will be too heavy. My essay will
be a success. This hairspray will work. The day will fly by. Your eye will get better.
This pie will taste great. The sky will clear up. My reply will be brief, This guy will .
know. This lie wiil work. That toy will break. The joy will fade. That boy wiil do
well. The snow will soon melt. Your toe will only get worse, ’m sure the show will
be great. The window will get dirty. Now will be fine. The baby will stop crying:
This coffes will give me a headache. My new hobby will last forever. This money
will Tast about a week. This movie will be great.

)} fwid

Will you give it a go? Will it work? Will she make it? Will they do it? Will it be enough'?

Will that do?

9.15.3 CAN, MUST and SHALL

) [ken/

I can swim. You can try. Can they see it too? It can wait. I can tell. Dave can do 11:
Can we go? Jack can take the train. The neighbours can hear you. Can you say.:
that again? Where can I park? What can | say? Who can it be? Which can I take?.
When can { call round? You can say that again! As far.as I can see. [ can barely -
hear myself think. I can live with it. I can take it or leave it. I've bitten off more -
than { can chew.

Practice: weak vowels and weak forms 267

b /mast/
The show must go on, That car must be worth a fortune, That must be painful. This must
be it.
¢ [Pl

Where shall I go? What shall I do? Who shall I ask? When shall | leave? I shall iry.
[ shall leave.

9.16 Prepositions

2.16.1 AT, FROM and FOR

a) /fat/
clutch at straws, asleep at the wheel, young at heart, choose at random, talk at length,
take something at face value, burn the candle at both ends, fall ai the first hurdle,
howl at the moon, il} at ease, at short notice, weak at the knees, at the drop of a hat,
in the right place at the right time
b) [fram/
from A to Z, live from hand to mouth, miles from nowhere, fade from view, fall from
grace, a home from home, a bolt from the blue, cut from the same cloth, start from
scratch, go from rags to riches, a blast from the past, go from door to door, straight
from the horse’s mouth, go from sirength to strength
¢ [/
one for luck, for the sake of argument, a recipe for disaster, word for word, for better or
for worse, good for nothing, lost for words, spoilt for choice, food for thought, a cry
for help, teke for granted, a sight for sore eyes, an A for effort, a man for all seasons,
money for old rope, tit for tat, a free-for-all, once and for all

9.16.2 TO and OF

a) ftaf
a hard nut to crack, a tough act to follow, back to square one, up to date, a score
to settle, agree to disagree, back to basics, close to home, a bitter pill to swal-
low, bored to tears, a shoulder to cry on, raring to go, too hot to handie, A to
Z, day to day, man to man, well to do, a bride to be, face to face, head to head,
a mother to be, wall to wall, door to door, ready to wear, true to love, heart
to heart
by Mtw/
a bite to eat, a2 means to an end, afraid to ask, end to end, down to earth, made to order,
a call to action
c) /a(v) (before consonants)
fifteen minutes of fame, a bag of nerves, a beast of burden, a can of worms, a clean bill
of health, a fish out of water, a labour of love, a meeting of minds, a piece of cake,
a rule of thumb, a safe pair of hands, a war of words, ahead of the game, a thing
of the past, out of the way, out of business, a bag of bones, a bed of roses, a fact of
life, a pack of lies, a waste of breath, the back of beyond, a figure of fun, a stroke of
luck, a sign of the times
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d) fav/ (hefore vowels) :
a jack of all trades, a matter of opinion, a mine of information, out of order, all of a sud
den, at the drop of a hat, a maid of honour, a work of art, a figure of eight, a poin

of order, a comedy of errors s

2.7 Pronouns

9.17.1 HE, HIM and HIS

a) i/ B
So he knows, does he? Has he seen it? Will he know? Can he help? Where did he go
What does he want? Should he try? Could he answer? 1 know he does. She said h
did. I thought he knew. o

b} /hi/ L
He told us everything. He knows a lot. He ran off. He did it well. He told me so. He

thought about it, i
¢l /m/ RN
Help him. Don’t rob him. We’ve got him. They hated him. I woke him up. They had t
drag him. I can’t reach him, They didn’t charge him anything, It drove him mad

He said it was beneath him. She tried to soothe him. I don’t miss him. It dide’t faze:

him. Please don’t push him. I can’t name him. I’ll phone him later. Sing him a song

Let’s call him. [ can see him. They adore him, g

4)

b)

¢

4
)y hz! ;
] know his mother. I caught his cold. She took his details. I believed his story. It’s néar
his house. Can you see his car? Has he learnt his lesson? Does his brother live there
They took his keys. Give me his stuff. B
e} mz/ ,
His coat’s wet. His car’s gone. His mother called. His house is on fire. His brother too
it. His wife lefl. S

¢

9.17.2 THEM, US and HER p

a) [dam/
Help them. Nobody mentioned them. I know them. Jack found them. Show them agai
1 took them home. He broke them, Put them over there. Can I borrow them? Will:
you look after them? He stood behind them.
By los/ g
Tell us everything. Take us there. They’re following us. He made us wait. They hardly
know us. She bought us a treat. Remind us later. They’ve seen us. They’ll juét_'
ignore us. He promised us. : '
c
1 can’t find her. Just ask her. They gave her a prize. I'll phone her later. He met her. Tell:
her again. She said she’ll miss her. Thardly know her. I bought her one. [ can see her.
4 /s
What’s her name? Take her bag, I found her number. Will her brother come? Is her
mother okay? I know her aunt. I’ve read her book. She took her time. Someone
took her coat, ’ ‘
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e) /hal
Her mother left. Her bag’s over there. Her brother said so. Her finger’s swollen. Her

car’s been stolen.

9.18 Determiners

9.18.1 A, AN, THE and SOME

/al (in short phrases)

a pocket, a bin, a table, a dog, a coat, a guess, a cheat, a joke, a farm, a vote, a thing, a
sock, a zoo, a shop, a genre, a hobby, a minute, a note, a letter, a robot, a university,
a unit, a uniform, a yacht, a window

fal (in longer phrases)

a proud father, a big decision, a tricky question, a dirty mind, a close shave, a good time,
a cheap ticket, a gentle breeze, a frank answer, a vulgar attitude, a thin line, a soft
landing, a zany idea, a short walk, a hot drink, a misty morning, a naughty child, a
loud bang, a rough plan, a useful tip, a united country, a unique situation, a universal
wruth, a young man, a one-eyed dog, a wonderful achievernent

fan/ (in short phrases) :

an idiot, an elephant, an animal, an uncle, an offer, an eagle, an urn, an answet, an author,
an airport, an alien, an item, an oyster, an ocean, an hour, an ear

fan/ (in longer phrases)

an interesting story, an envious friend, an angry stranger, an understandable mistake, an
odd couple, an easy task, an early start, an artistic endeavour, an ordinary day, an
aerial photograph, an aching back, an idle moment, an oily rag, an open door,
an outdoor swimming pool, an eerie silence

16/

the police, the beach, the Thames, the kitchen, the ground, the champion, the gym, the
French, the Vatican, the thirties, the sky, the zoo, the shower, the heart, the moon,
the knowledge, the last, the radio, the United States, the world

161/

the internet, the entrance, the attic, the others, the office, the East, the Earth, the Arctic,
the audience, the acroplane, the eighties, the ice caps, the oil crisis, the owner, the
outback

/sam/

I need some fresh air, I’1l make some tea. Here’s some advice. I've made some changes.
Take some sweets. Ive got some bad news. Lend me some money. He bought some
chocolate. I drank some milk.

9.19 Conjunctions

9.19.1 AND, BUT, AS, THAN and THAT
a)  fan/

up and down, ebb and flow, cat and dog, food and drink, through thick and thin, big and
bold, coach and horses, sausage and mash, knife and fork, alive and well, north and
south, smooth and silky, this and that, his and hers, flesh and blood, an arm and a
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leg, again and again, willing and able, all and sundry, free and easy, few and f:
between, from far and wide, war and peace, day and night, high and dry, slow and
steady, now and again, clear and concise, wear and tear

b /bst/

slow but steady, gone but not forgotten, last but not least, slowly but surely, poor bu .

happy
"1l do it, but not now, He visits, but not often. They like it, but not much. T can swlm:

but not very well.
c) lez/ _
as far as the eye can see, as old as the hills, as soon as possible, as clean as a whistle,
bright as a button, as good as new, as smooth as silk, as cold as ice, as fitas a fidd
as light as a feather, as gentle as a lamb, as bugy as a bee, as dry as a bong, as ﬂat as
a pancake, as quiet as a mouse, as strong as an ox, as white as snow e
d) /dan/ :
larger than life, more trouble than it’s worth, better than nothing, a fate worse than death
better safe than sorry, larger than life, rather you than me, easier said than done
more often than not, better late than never, His bark’s worse than his bite.
e) /oat/
I know that he did it. He said that she knew. They agreed that it was wrong. She ciauned

that she understood. They pretended that they were working. They hoped it was

true.

the man that they saw, the meal that they had, a question that they answered, the man that

tives next door, the woman that found it, the boy that left early, the gir that works
there, the people that made it

Chapter 10

Consonant clusters

10.1 Consonant clusters vs. consonant sequences

English consonants can oceur in groups, known as consonant clusters. For example, there
are consonant clusters at the beginning of the words float, cream, sprout and stream, and at
the end of the words bank, past, wasps and instinets. Words such as sing, knife, gnome and
receipt, of course, don’t contain consonant clusters because clusters are a matter of pronun-
ciation, not spelling. Groups of consonants occurring between words also don’t count as
consonant clusters. For example, the /st/ of past is a cluster, while the /st/ of this time isn’t,
because the /s/ and the /t/ belong to different words and therefore to different syllables.
The consonants of a true cluster must belong to the same syllable. Consonants which are
merely adjacent to each other with a syllable boundary between them are known as conso-
nant sequences. This is why /st/ in disturb, where the syllable boundary is before /st/, is a
cluster, while /st/ in mistime, where the syllable boundary is between /s/ and /t/, is a sequence.

The clusters permissible in English differ according to whether they are at the beginning
of a syllable or the end of a syliable.

What follows is & summary of the clusters commonly found in the core vocabulary of
English. Further clusters would be possible if we included minority pronunciations (/slj/ in
sluice), foreign borrowings (/[m/ in schmuck), rare words (word-initial /8}/ in thew), techni-
cal words (/skl/ in sclerosis), onomatopoeic words (/vt/ in vroom) or proper nouns (word-
initial /gw/ in Gweek, /f/ in Shlaen), but for practical purposes we exclude these.

10.2 Initial clusters

Initial two-consonant clusters are of three main types:

1 Aplosive followed by an approximant:

Ip/ b/ 1t/ fdf i/ g/
fil | Ipj/ pure /bj/ beauty Mt/ tune /dj/ duty /kj/ cute
fwl ftw/ twice /dw/ dwell Tkw/ quick
/vl | /pr/ price | /br/ bright it/ try /dr/ drive fkr/ ery /gt/ grow
A3 ipl play /b¥/ blue Tkl clock /gl! glad

Note that /gj/ occurs word-internally (singular /'siygjele/), and /gw/ occurs initially in
Welsh (Gwen /gwen/) and foreign borrowings (guava gwaivs/), as well as word-internally
(anguish "engwifl).
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2 A fricative followed by an approximant:

1 Il faf 184 I8/ fz! i i3/ /hf
il LG few | /vl view /hj/ hue
fwl /sw/ swim
et 33/ fry f8r/ throw /fx/ shred
3L fly /sl slip

Note that /6w/ occurs initially in thwarr, and /8j/, /sj/ and /zj/ occur word-internally '
enthuse fn'Ojwz/, assume fo'sjuim/, presume /pri‘zjuim/,

3 /s/ followed by a plosive or a nasal:

Consonant clusters 273

Note that /p8/ occurs in depth, /m8/ in warmth, /n8/ in strength and length, /i[! in Welsh
and /ir/ in kiln.

Three-consonant clusters are of two types: (1) obstruent + obstruent + obstruent and (2)
sonorant + obstruent + obstruent.

Obstruent Obstruent Obstruent

plosive fricative plosive /kst/ text

Sonorant Gbstruent Obstruent

nasal plosive plosive fmpt! prompr, /nkt/ instinct
nasal plosive fricative tmps/ glimpse, /nks/ lynx

fpf v/ tf fa/ 1/ g/ fm/ /n/

/s

—~

/sp/ spot /st/ stop /sk/ skip /sm/ small /snf snow

Initial three~-consonant clusters are a combination of the first and third types of two-

consonant clusters: a plosive preceded by /s/ and followed by an approximant.

fp/ 1t/ &/
1j/ /3pif spew /stj/ stew /skj/ skew
1o/ fwi 4 /skw/ square
v/ fspr/ spring /str/ street /skt/ scratch
1Y Isplf splash ’

10.3 Final clusters

Final two-consonant clusters are of three types: (1) obstruent + obstruent, (2) sonorant +
obstruent and (3) sonorant -+ sonorant.

Obstruent Obstruent

plosive plosive fkt/ act, /pt/ accept
plosive fricative /ps/ coilapse /ts/ quartz, /dz/ towards, /d8/ width, /ks/ axe
fricative plosive /sp/ wasp, sk mask, /st/ list, /£t/ left

Sonorant Obstruent -
/mp/ dump, /nt/ hint, /nd/ hand, /gk/ thank, /n7 lunch, /nds/ sponge

nasal stop

nasal fricative /mf/ fymph, /n8/ month, /ns/ once, /nz/ lens

approximant stop /\p/ help, /1b/ buib, A1t/ tiit, /td/ cold, /\k/ milk, /17 belch, /ids/ buige
approximant fricative A/ golf, /1v/ solve, /107 health, /1s/ false

Sonorant Sonorant

approximant nasal Aim/ film

The medial plosives of /mpt/, /mps/, /gkt/ and /yks/ are often not pronounced. A number of
clusters occur only in one or a very small group of words: /Ipt/ sculpt, /lst/ in whilst, /its/ in
waltz (which has an alternative pronunciation with /s/), /dst/ in amidst, /nst/ in against and
st/ in amongst.

The addition of the <-s>, <-ed> and <-th> endings to words increases the number of
cluster possibilities. The following two-consonant clusters occur only when an inflec-
tional ending is added. The only new type of cluster that this produces is fricative +
fricative:

Obstruent Obstruent

stop plosive /gd/ jogged, /bd/ robbed, /ft/ watched, /dzd/ charged

stop fricative /bz/ robs, /gz/ bags

fricative plosive [0t/ frothed, /8d/ bathed, /vd/ lived, /zd/ gazed, /§t/ wished
fricative fricative £/ cliffs, Ivz/ gives, /Bs/ myths, /8z/ breathes

Sonorant Obstruent

nasal plosive /md/ blamed, /yd/ pinged

nasal fricative /mz/ times, /yz/ sings, /n@/ ninth

approximant fricative /iz/ falls

Note that /t0/ appears in eighth and /f0/ in fifth.
The following three-consonant clusters (e.g. /pst/, /nts/, /Ips/) occur only when an inflec-
tional ending is added to a two-consonant cluster:

Obstruent Obstruent Obstruent

plosive fricative stop fpst/ lapsed

Sonorant Obstruent Obstruent

nasal stop plosive /nift/ wrenched, /ndzd/ lunged
nasal stop fricative fnis/ hunts, /ndz/ hands
approximant stop plosive /ifit/ squelched, /ldzd/ indulged
approximant plosive fricative {ps/ helps, /1dz/ fields, /lks/ mitks
approximant fricative plosive flvd/ revolved

Note that /mzd/ occurs in cleansed, /yst/ in amongst and angst, nd8/ in thousandth, lbz/
in bulbs and /lst/ in whilst,
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The following three-consonant cluster fypes (e.g. plosive + plosive + fricative, nasal +
fricative + fricative) occur only when an inflectional ending is added to a two-consonant
cluster:

Obstruent Obstruent Obstruent

plosive plosive fricative /pts/ accepts, /kts/ refects

fricative plosive fricative /sps/ gasps, /sts/ fists, /sks/ risks, /fis/ lifts
fricative plosive plosive fspt/ grasped, /skt/ tasked

Sonorant Obstruent Obstruent

nasal fricative fricative /mfs/ triumphs, /n8s/ tenths

approximant fricative fricative /lvz/ involves

approximant nasal fricative flmz/ films

Note that /Imd/ occurs in filmed and overwhelmed, /Inz/ in kilns, /1807 in twelfth, Afs! in
gulfs, /nBs/ in lengths and strengths, /0s/ in fifths, /ks®/ in sixth, /d0s/ in widths and breadths,
/18s/ in eighths and /pBs/ in depths.

All four-consonant final clusters require one or more inflectional endings, and only /nkts/
occurs in more than a single word (instincts, precincts, adjuncts, conjuncts, subjuncts). fksts/
is found in texts, /ksBs/ in sixths, mkst/ in jinxed, md0s/ in thousandths, /pts/ in sculpts and
/1fBs/ in rwelfihs.

10.4 Elision

A number of syllable-final clusters can be simplified through the process of elision described in
section 12.2. The /t/ can be elided from /pts/, /kts, /sts/, /fts/, /ksts/, /gkts/, fsts/ and /Ipts/; the
/d/ elided from /ndz/, /nd®/, /ldz/ and /nd8s/; and the /k/ elided from /skt/. When immediately
followed by a word beginning with a consonant, /t d/ can be elided from all clusters in which
they appear in final position (except for /It and /nt/), and /K/ elided when it’s preceded by /s/.

10.5 Epenthesis

Sounds can also be inserted into clusters, a phenomenon known as epenthesis. This usually
involves the insertion of a voiceless plosive (/p/, &/ or /k/) between a nasal and a following

Figure 10.1 Transition from English /n/ (left) to /s/ (r|ght) Thearrow indicates the escape of
the airstream through the nose.
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voiceless fricative. It happens for straightforward articulatory reasons. Figure 10.1 shows
that three changes have to be made simultaneously when moving from the position for /n/ 1o
that for /s/: (1) vocal fold vibration stops; (2) the soft palate rises, closing off the nasal cavity;
and (3) the closure between the tip of the tongue and the alveolar ridge opens into & narrow
gap. If steps 2 and 3 aren’t carried out at precisely the same moment, and step 3 lags be'hli‘ld,
then pressure builds up in the oral cavity and when the alveolar closure is released, 2 plosyve
#t/ occurs. Note that the epenthetic voiceless plosive occurs at the same place of articulation
as the nasal, and so when the nasal is bilabial /n/, the plosive is bilabial /p/, and when the
nasal is velar /iy/, the plosive is velar /l/.

o Epenthetic /p/; /mf/ becomes /mpf/ in lymph; /mfs/ becomes /mpfs/ in triumphs; /m8/
becomes /mpd/ in warmth.

o Epenthetic /t/: /ns/ becomes /nts/ in once; /nst/ becomes /ntst/ in against; /nb/ becomes
/nt®/ in month, nBs/ becomes /ntds/ in fenths.

+  Epenthetic /k/: /96/ becomes /yk8/ in length; /ybs/ becomes /nks/ in strengths; /sts/
becomes /nksts/ in angsis.

Epenthesis with /t/ is more common than with /p/ or /k/ because there are more words
with the /ns/ cluster, and these words also tend to be in more frequent use. This leads to
prince being pronounced like prints, sense like scents, chance like chanis, and dense like
dents.
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Practice

Consonant clusters

The following sections provide practice in pronouncing initial and final English consonant -

clusters, The clusters have been combined into larger groups and are practised in words,

phrases and sentences. The initial clusters are presented in the following order: (1) clusters

ending in /j/, (2) clusters ending in /w/, (3) clusters ending in /l/, (4) clusters ending in /¢/ and
(5) clusters beginning with /s/. In the practice sentences at least one occurrence of the cluster
dealt with in a particular section is combined with other clusters.

11.1 Initial clusters ending in /§/

T LT Ipjl, Ispil, Ibjl, ftjl, Istjl, 1djl, IKjl, Iskjl

Note that /tj/ and /dj/ are often replaced by /§/ and /d3/ (vod-coalescence; see section 2.14.9)..

- a) Words

pew, pewter, puberty, puce, puerile, puny, pupil, pure, putrid; spew, spume, spurioﬁs, -

sputum; beautiful, beauty, bugle, bureaucrat; tube, Tuesday, tuition, tulip, tumour,
tuna, tune, tunic, tutor; stew, steward, studio, student, stupefy, stupendous, stupid;

dew/due, dual/duel, dubious, duet, duke, dune, duo, duplicate (v.), during, durable, _' f‘::
duration, duress, duty; cube, cucumber, cue/queue, cumulative, cumin, cure, curi- -

ous, ciuie, skew, skewer
b} Phrases

a bright pupil, beauty treatment, the student population, a tube station, private tuition,

a beauty contest, a student grant, a stupid act, dew drops, suspended from duties,

a miraculous cure, discover a cure, genuinely curious, jump the queue, skewed .
results, the star pupil, breathtaking beauty, travel by tube, language tuition, a bril-

lant student, plain stupid, an instant cure

c) Sentences _ _

1 It wasn’t a blunder; it was plain stupidity.
He practically accused me of being 4 traitor.
The six students contributed equally to the project.
Botswana’s an extremely sparsely populated country.
The tournament was a true test of endurance and skill.
Switzetland’s a small country of breathtaking beauty.
He was suspended from his duties as museum curator.
Three people jumped the queue when I was at the bank.

G =1 QN bn da W
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9 It was claimed to be a miraculous cure for rheumatism.

10 1cooked a shrimp and crab stew with boiled eggs last Friday.

11 Professor Smith introduced the guest speaker to the audience.

12 The three gangs have been engaged in a long-standing dispute.

13 A degree in health science gives access to a broad range of occupations.

14 There are numerous genuinely curious questions you can ask your clients.

15 In desperation, Bruce switched off the computer and started from scratch. &

16 He explained that he felt it was important to treat his students as his equals.

17 We are continuously preoccupied with creating and promoting new products,

18 France has acquired a fantastic reputation for producing quality walnuts and plums.

19 The monument’s a lasting tribute to those who sacrificed their lives for our country.

20 During our stay my travelling companion broke her ankle and required
hospitalisation.

21 This module’s compulsory for students on the electrical engineering degree
programimes.

22 Most interpreters have acquired their extensive vocabulary through professional
experience.

23 She prepared a first draft of the document which was subsequently distributed for
comments. '

24 Health foods have recently experienced a considerable increase in popularity among
consumers.

F1.1.2 15j1, Ivil, Imjl, Injl, Ihji

a)

b)

]

Words
feud, feudal, few, fuchsia, fuel, fume, fumeral, furious, fury, fuse, futile, future; view;
mews/muse, muesli, mule, mural, museum, music, mute, mutilate, mutiny, mutual;
neurotic, neutral, new, nuance, nuclear, nude, numerous, nutrition, pneumonia; hue,
huge, human, humid, humiliate, humility, humour
Phrases
a long-standing feud, the distant future, a breathtaking view, as stubborn as a mule, a
museum curator, a music stand, stay neutral, brand new, break the news, slapstick
humour, predict the future, classical music, spread the news
Sentences
1 The news spread like wildfire.
2 We strolled down a tree-lined avenue.
3 BEven celebrities aren’t immune o criticism.
4 The soft background music made her feel sleepy.
5 Trevor was humiliated in front of his schoolmates,
6 Qur assistance in this crisis is purely humanitarian.
7 The grammatical mistakes are too numerous to count.
8 We adopted a heuristic approach to solve the problem.
% My uncle’s as stubborn as a mule and refuses treatment.
10 He refused point-blank to accept the terms of the compromise.
11 John’s stepson has developed impressive communication skills,
12 Samuel felt a glimmer of amusement at the proprietor’s response.
13 Hugh can’t stand slapstick humour as he thinks it’s too predictable.
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14 Three of my friends were granted refugee status in Britain last August

15 Gabriel disagreed with the prevailing view held by scholars in the ﬁelé.

6 A question mark hangs over the future of the bank where she’s employed
17 This r‘eview provides an overview of the available literature on speech ac%s
18 Tebloid newspapers are sometimes accused of having sensationalist stories:

19 A ref;entiy published study revealed that there’s widespread confusion over state
pensions,

11.2 Initial clusters ending in /w/

FL2.T ftwl, [dwl, Tkwl, Iskwi, Iswi
a) Words

twaddlc?, twa.ng, tweai:c, tweed, tweet, tweezers, twelve, twice, twiddle, twig, twilight,
twin, twinkle, twirl, twist; dwarf, dwell, dwindle; quack, quaint, qualify, quality, .

.quf;mtztyz quarrel, quarry, queen, queer, query, quest, question, quick, quiet, quilt
quit, quite, quiver, quiz, quota, quote, choir, cuisine; squabble, squad sc]ualida
squande_r, square, squash, squat, squeak, squeal, squeeze, squelch, squi,d squig:
gle, squint, squirm, squirrel, squirt; suede, swagger, swallow, swamp, swar,i, swap,

sway, swear, sweat, sweep, sweet, swell, swerve, swift, swim, swine, swing, swipe, -
?-

switch
b) Phrases

a slight twang, a dry twig, sweat profusely, twin brother, a strange twist, a slurn dweller,
a schgoi choir, French cuisine, quality control, a long-standing quarrel, a probiné' :
question, complete a questionnaire, strangely quiet, try to quit, a quiz pr(;gramme- a
squeak of surprise, the squeal of brakes, freshly squeezed orange juice, a grey squgr-"-'
rel, a black swan, a straight swap, the smell of stale sweat, a quick swig, the flick of -
a switch, an unexpected twist, a private dwelling, an awkward questioil, inssﬁzllyI

quiet, threaten to quit, break into a cold sweat, switch places
¢} Sentences
1 Brian swallowed his pride and asked for help.
2 A quarrel broke out between the three brothers.
3 A strong earthquake struck Pakistan last Friday.
4 Be prepared for a dramatic swing in temperatures!
5 Grace watched the squirre] scamper across the fence.
6 Chloe drank a glass of freshly squeezed orange juice.
7 Craig twisted himself free from his opponent’s grasp.
8 The population dwindled to a fraction of what it used to be.
9 Mr Sweeney started in English, but then switched to Swahili.
10 There was a clear blue sky, and the trees swayed in the breeze.
i1 Dre?v spoke with a faint lisp coupled with a slight Oklahoma twang,
12 Drain off the Hquid and brush off any excess salt from the cucumbers.
13 Beautiful black swans were swimming close to the bank of the Thames
14 Mature applicants don’t always have the appropriate entry qualiﬁcation:s..
15 Steven work::, as an accountant, and his twin brother, Clement, is a historian. :
16 You are required to produce evidence of having completed appropriate training, .-
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17 1asked my friends and acquaintances to help me find the best specialist possible.

18 The programme included special guest speakers and a spectacular performance by
the schoot choir.

19 These scholars made a valuable contribution to the integration of qualitative and
quantitative methods.

20 The respondents were asked to complete the questionnaire and comment on words
that were difficult to understand.

i1.3 Initial clusters ending in /l/

11.3.1 Ipli, Ispl, Ibll

) Words
place, plain, plan, planet, piank, plant, plaster, plastic, plate, play, pleasant, please, pleas-
ure, plenty, plot, plough, plug, plum, plumber, plump, plural, plus; splash, splay,
spleen, splendid, splice, splinter, split, splutter; black, blade, biame, blank, blanket,
blast, blatant, blaze, bleach, bleak, bleed, blend, blind, blink, bliss, blister, block,
blonde, blood, blouse, blow, blue, blunt, blush
b) Phrases
future plans, a spy plane, a brass plaque, a blood clot, clear plastic, swap places, a
strange blend, the proper place, a crippling blow, stick to the plan, a plane crash,
tropical plants, a clean plate, a sleeveless blouse, a brilliant player, a school play-
ground, plead guilty, the pleasures of the flesh, a clever plot twist, strategically
placed, a clever ploy, a three-pin plug, glorious splendour, a glass splinter, blood
pressure, breeze blocks, a slight blemish, a stone block, a thriving black market, a
blunt blade, a huge blast, a curious blend, a drop of blood, a frilly blouse, strike a
blow, a prominent place, strawberry plants
¢) Senfences
1 A huge stone block dropped off the trailer.
2 This is a gross simplification of the facts.
3 Crews rushed to the spot and extinguished the blaze.
4 His comments were greeted with applause by the crowd.
5 He’s one of Australia’s most outstanding cricket players.
6 The world’s growing population has exacerbated the problem.
7 Language skills help improve students’ employment prospects.
8 Most cathedrals were built as an ostentatious display of wealth.
9 His works had sunk into oblivion but were recently rediscovered.
10 Nutritional supplements are among the safest products in existence.
11 Brenda interpreted her friend’s words as a double-edged compliment.
12 The soles of my boots split clean across the middle within six months.
13 He was unable to provide a credible explanation for his strange request.
14 They trained their staff to respond to customers’ complaints and enquiries.
15 Christopher’s views represented a curious blend of traditional and progressive
values.
16 Increased agricultural production has resulted in a population explosion in some
countries.

]
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141.3.2 fkll, igli

a) Words
claim, clap, class, claw, clay, clean, clear, clever, click, client, cliff, climate, climax,

clinic, clip, cloak, clock, cloth, clothes, cloud, clover, clown, club, clue, clutter;

glad, glade, glamour, glance, glare, glass, glaze, gleam, glee, glen, glide, glimpse,

glint, glisten, glitter, gloat, globe, gloom, glory, glove, glow, glue, glum

" b)) Phrases

a strong claim, broken glass, a slow clap, provide clarification, scrape clean, slum clear-

ance, a grandfather clock, black clouds, a cryptic clue, a broad classification, crystal
clear, a tropical climate, a thrilling climax, & bicod clot, a scrap of cloth, a sports
club, a brief glance, frosted glass, a brief glimpse, a fleeting glance, swollen glands,
flying glass, travel the globe, shrouded in gloom, a blaze of glory, protective gloves,
the present climate, a floor cloth '

¢} Sentences

1 Constance threw her uncle an angry glance.

Stephanie sank into gloom and despondency.

Fred grossly neglected his duties for months on end.

Adrian stated he wouldn’t respond to unsubstantiated ciaims.

Frida used fingerless gloves to conceal the scars on her hands,

Stella seemed extremely rushed and kept glancing at the clock.

The construction industry has experienced a dramatic decline over the past

months.
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8 Patrick was the best player in the tournament and truly deserved his moment of

glory.

9 The process was drawn out due to a controversy about the inclusion of an opt-out

clause in the agreement.

11.3.3 11, sl

a)  Words '
flag, flame, flap, flare, flash, flat, fatter, flavour, flaw, fiea, flexible, flick, flight, Alimsy,

flinch, fiint, flip, flirt, flock, flood, floor, flour/flower, flow, flu, fluent, fluid, fly; slap,
sleek, sleep, sleet, sleeve, slender, slice, slide, slight, slim, slime, slip, slogan, slope,

sloppy, slot, slouch, slow, slum, stump, shur, slush, sly
B) Phrases

a glass flask, a pleasant flavour, a flame thrower, a critical flaw, a slippery slope, flesh -

and blood, flash fioods, squeaky floorboards, plain flour, fresh flowers, a flag flut-
tering in the breeze, flickering flames, the quick flick of a switch, a flight of stairs,

clean the floor, beauty sleep, a snappy slogan, a steep slope, a strong flavour, human

flesh, bright flames, scrub the floor
c) Sentences
1 He wiped the slate clean and started afresh.
2 The French flag was fluttering in the breeze.
3 Drink plenty of fluids when you have a ¢old,
4 Ttried desperately to staunch the flow of blood.
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5 Our lives changed at the flick of a switch last April,
6 Andrew pointed out a crucial flaw in the argument.
7 Their speech contained numerous slang expressions.
8 Alex was fast asleep when we arrived at the playground.
9 My brother acquired a degree of fluency in spoken Swedish.
10 He was scared stiff at the prospect of flying in that flimsy plane.
11 These suede slippers are lined with luxurious Australian lambswool,
12 My hushand sent me a beautiful bunch of flowers to celebrate the event.

1 1.4 Initial clusters ending in /r/

11.4.1 Ipri, Isprl, Ibr/

a) Words
precious, precise, predict, prefer, present (n.), press, pretty, price, pride, print, prison,
prize, problem, profit, promise, proof, proper, protect, provide, practice; sprain,
sprawl, spray, spread, spring, sprinkle, sprint, sprout, spruce; brain, brave, bread,
break, breath, breeze, brick, bride, bridge, brief, bright, bring, brother, brown,
bruise, brush, brutal
b) Phrases .
standard practice, gloomy predictions, three months pregnant, blind prejudice, specially
prepared, a strong presence, sliced bread, the bride and groom, presentation skills,
crime prevention, professional pride, prim and proper, the crix of the problem, a
gradual process, fresh produce, a quality product, growing profits, steady progress,
break a promise, pronounce clearly, a Christmas present, a clear preference, pre-
scription drugs, a press statement, a special prize, stolen property, spring cleaning,
fly spray, create a spreadsheet, a crime spree, a quick sprint, front brakes, a drunken
brawl, fresh bread, a crucial breakthrough, a stone bridge, square brackets, brains
and brawn, plum brandy, a clean break, a stiff breeze, a beautiful bride, blood broth-
ers, drab brown, a scrubbing brush, swallow your pride, the scale of the problem,
steel production, swift progress, pronunciation drills, a brain scan, a stiff brandy,
crusty bread, a fresh breeze, pronunciation practice
¢} Sentences
1 The classes are spread over six weeks.
2 Her breadth of experience is unrivalled.
3 His predictions proved unduly pessimistic.
4 Brian quoted a brief extract from the preface.
5 At daybreak we had a stiff breeze from the west.
6 His expression betrayed no trace of apprehension.
7 Elspeth started her annual spring cleaning last month.
8 The new project was launched on the tenth of April.
9 They discussed the risks and threats to global security.
10 The students demonstrated proficiency in English language skills.
11 I’s difficult to provide conclusive proof for or against his claims.
12 A hunch break improves productivity and creativity in the workplace.
13 Under the circumstances, { can’t blame Christine for breaking her promise.

at
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14 You should not employ angle brackets or square brackets in the translated text.
15 We have implemented strict quality control procedures in our production processes.
16 Employees were expected to embrace the library’s values and standards of behaviour,

11.4.2 Ityl, Istel, Idv/

a) Words
track, trade, traffic, train, trap, tray, treasure, treat, tree, frick, trip, trouble, trousers,
truck, true, frumpet, trunk, trust, truth, fry; straight, strain, strand, strange, stran-
gle, strap, straw, stream, street, strength, stress, stretch, strict, strike, string, stripe,
strong, structure, struggle; drag, dragon, drain, drama, draw, dread, dream, drench,
dress, drift, drill, drink, drive, drop, drown, drug, drum, dry
b} Phrases
a proven frack record, drinking and driving, a breach of trust, a skilled trade, special train-
ing, a breakfast fray, a cruel trick, a sports trophy, thriving trade, drink and drugs, a
crowded train, a priceless treasure, a dreamn come true, a special treat, preferential
treatment, plant a tree, a trial of strength, a stupid trick, a steady trickle, frequent
trips, stay out of trouble, play truant, blind trust, a grain of truth, stresses and strains, a
stubborn streak, a fast-flowing stream, a blocked drain, a strange dream, a sleeveless
dress, a strong drink, a draft proposal, a gritty drama, a beautiful dress, the tricks of the
trade, trials and tribulations, tried and trusted, a quick drink, brisk trade, a school trip
¢) Sentences
He clenched his fists in frustration.
Tracy’s kids drive me to distraction.
Huge crowds make me claustrophobic.
It was a true test of strength and stamina.
She blew the smoke through her nostrils.
He illustrated his point with three examples.
Greg was a complete stranger to these parts.
How do you construct an equilateral triangle?
9 Change to the express train bound for Brussels,
10 He promised to do his best to stay out of trouble in future.
11 Gwyneth claimed the results were beyond her wildest dreams.
12 Douglas found a small black box in the secret drawer in the desk.
13 She tried to escape from the stresses and strains of the workplace.
14 The escaped prisoners lived in constant dread of being discovered.
15 There was a steady trickle of customers throughout the afternoon.
16 Gusty winds left a trail of destruction along the east coast of Scotland.
17  Alastair played the bagpipes in traditional Scottish dress including kilt.
18 Gwen and Chris spend most weekends at their country retreat in Wales.
19 Three countries threatened to withdraw their athletes from the Olympics.
20 The manuscript was lost but was subsequently painstakingly reconstructed.
21 Frank needs an experienced driver to distribute goods promptly to his customers.
22 His structured approach stood in stark contrast to the intuitive viewpoints of his
predecessors. .
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23 Click here if you require step-by-step instructions for completing your exam regis“-

tration forms.
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1.4.3 [krl, Iskrl, Igr!

a) Words
crab, crack, craft, crash, cream, crease, credit, creep, crew, crime, crisis, critic, cross,
crowd, crude, crumb, cry, crystal; scrap, scrape, scratch, scrawl, scream, screen,
screw, scribble, script, scroll, scrounge, scrub, scruffy, scruple, scrutiny; grab,
grade, grain, grammar, grand, grape, grasp, grave, gravy, grease, great, green, grid, .
grin, grip, groan, ground, group, grow, growl, grudge, grumpy
b) Phrases
stomach cramps, fresh clotted cream, play cricket, stand out from the ¢rowd, a primi-
tive creature, credit where credit’s due, a skeleton crew, a brutal crime, a grow-
ing crowd, a pleasure cruise, bread crumbs, quartz crystals, a shrill scream, stars
of stage and screen, close scrutiny, a small scratch, a blank screen, green grapes,
break new ground, a splinter group, a pressure group, grunt and groan, a skin graft,
a broad grin, a slight gradient, green grass, pure preed, a smug grin, stifle a groan
¢} Sentences
1 Please stack the crates on the floor.
They promised to stick to the agreement.
A sixth of the population was employed in agriculture.
The gnarled tree trunks creaked and groaned in the wind.
We had scones and fresh strawberries with clotted cream.
We scrimped and scraped to put our girls through school.
James and Brenda went on a pleasure cruise to Greenland.
1 just kept staring at the blank screen but found no inspiration.
She felt a twinge of regret for drawing such hasty conclusions.
10 These countries experienced a slight increase in unemployment.
1T The fruit bowis were filled with bunches of green and black grapes.
12 Her bloodstained footprints left a trail across the freshly scrubbed floor.
13 The volume includes a comprehensive bibliography and a detailed index,
14 Graham applied for a grant and to his surprise received twelve thousand pounds.
15 The population continued to practise traditional crafts such as producing sealskin
boots and gloves.
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11.4.4 iixl, Iox!

a) Words
fraction, fragile, fragrant, frail, frame, fraud, free, freeze, frequent (adj.), fresh, friction,
fridge, friend, frog, front, frost, fruit, fry; thrash, thread, threat, three, thresh, thresh-
old, thrifty, thrill, thriller, thrive, throat, throb, throne, throttle, through, throw,
thrush, thrust
b)  Phrases
fragrant flowers, break free, a mutual friend, tremble with fright, a true friend, fresh
fruit,  small fraction, a pleasant fragrance, a close friend, French fries, cross the
threshold, clear your throat, a school friend
¢) Sentences
1 The artist’s hands were crippled with arthritis.
2 My computer freezes with increasing regularity.




284 Practice: consonant ciusters

He pretended to be an expert on cultural anthropology.

The slimy green frog croaked and jumped into the pond.

He found it difficult to swallow and feit a lump in his throat.

Craig was the latest in her string of questionable boyfriends.

My grandfather felt too old and frail to travel such distances.

Oscar lent me a fast-paced gripping thriller filled with suspense.

They’re anxious to promote friendship between the two countries.

The belt is exquisitely embroidered in threads of silver, blue, grey and gold.

Il The struggle against discrimination was constantly at the forefront of his mind.
12 Approximately twenty per cent of the plants in the world are threatened with
extinction.

—_
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i1.5 Initial clusters beginning with /s/

11.5.1 [spl, Istl, Iski
aj Words

space, spade, spare, speak, special, speech, speed, spell, spend, spice, spider, spill,

spin, spine, spirit, spit, spoil, sponge, spoon, sport, spot, spout, spy; stab, stable,

staff, stage, stain, stair, stamp, stand, star, start, state, station, stay, steal, step, -
stick, stiff, still, stomach, stone, stop, storm, story, study, stuff, style; scan, scar,
scare, scheme, school, score, scout, sketeh, ski, skid, skill, skim, skin, skirt, skull,

skunk, sky
b) Phrases

storage space, flying sparks, a dramatic spectacle, a grim spectre, 2 broad spectrum, -
slurred speech, ground spices, a huge spider, pure spite, stare into space, a fluent -
speaker, clear speech, frouble spots, skilled staff, a stubborn stain, steep stairs, a spi-
ral staircase, a flower stall, a strong start, 2 sweeping statement, space flight, a place’
to stay, grilled steak, a true story, stage fright, stale bread, stand up straight, bright -
stars, a fresh start, a state school, stainless steel, stand stock-still, throw stones, .
storm clouds, a study group, a stumbling block, a blind spot, a spectacular stunt,

a scale drawing, a flaky scalp, a brain scan, a crazy scheme, a human skeleton,

sliding scale, scared stiff, fractured skull, cloudless skies, a bright sky, clear skin, a

blank space, study skills ‘
¢} Sentences
The results are consistent across the studies.
The team stuck to a tried and tested formula.
Skiing equipment is very expensive to replace.
The troops stumbled blindly through the forest.
Property prices are currently prohibitively expensive.
These quaint customs still prevail in parts of the country.
The criminal was imprisoned for the space of six months.
He managed to escape the clutches of a bloodthirsty cuit.
He smiled at her from behind his gold-rimmed spectacles.
She was dressed in a quilted vest and an ankle-length skirt.
i1 They were attacked by a swarm of mosquitoes and black flies.
12 She claimed that the documentary was a gross distortion of the truth.
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13 She works as a speech therapist with children on the autism spectrum.
14 They secured a lucrative contract to supply sporting equipment to numerous
schools.

11.5.2 Isml, Isul, Ifrl, Isf!

@) Words
smack, small, smart, smash, smear, smell, smile, smirk, smoke, smooth, smother, smoulder,
smudge, smug; snack, snail, snake, snap, snatch, sneak, sneer, sneeze, sniff, snip, snip-
pet, snob, snoop, snooty, snooze, snore, snort, snout, snow, snuff, snug; shrew, shrewd,
shriek, shrill, shrimp, shrine, shrink, shroud, shrub, shrug; sphere, sphincter, sphinx
b)  Phrases
a cloud of smoke, a sweet smile, drinks and snacks, crisp snow, a snooker player, flying
shrapnel, a shrill shriek, a funeral shroud, a dwarf shrub
¢} Sentences
What was the sphinx’s riddle?
A cloud of smoke obscured the bridge.
Drinks and snacks were included in the cost.
She shrugged her shoulders and looked resigned.
It was beyond the sphere of influence of his parents,
There’s not a shred of evidence for these speculations.
The electrician relaxed and flashed him a grateful smile.
The nuclear programme was cloaked in a shroud of secrecy.
I picked up the crunching sound of his boots in the crisp snow.

@
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i11.6 Final clusters

As in the case of the initial clusters, the final clusters have been combined into larger groups.
The exercise material, which includes words, phrases and sentences, has been presented in
the following order: (1} clusters beginning with a stop, (2} clusters beginning with a frica-
tive, (3) clusters beginning with a nasal, (4) clusters beginning with an approximant and (5)
clusters containing dental fricatives.

11.7 First consonant = stop

11.7.1 Iptl, Iptsl, IKt/, Tts/

aj Words
abrupt, accept, adapt, adopt, bankrupt, concept, disrupt, erupt, except, intercept, inter-
mapt, script; chopped, clapped, dripped, dropped, escaped, gripped, hoped, kept,
leapt, slapped, slept, slipped, snapped, stepped, stopped, swapped, swept, trapped,
tripped, typed, wept; accepts, adapts, adopts, concepts, disrupts, erupts, intercepts,
interrupts, scripts; act, aspect, attract, collect, connect, contract (n.), correct, detect,
direct, district, elect, exact, expect, fact, insect, object (n.), perfect (adj.), project
{n.), protect, respect, select, sirict, subject (n.); attacked, checked, joked, knocked,
leaked, liked, locked, looked, marked, packed, panicked, parked, picked, soaked,
talked, tricked, walked, worked; acts, aspects, attracts, collects, connects, contracts
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(n.), corrects, detects, directs, districts, elects, expects, facts, insects, objects (n.),
projects (n.), protects, respects, selects, subjects (n.)

b} Phrases

adopt a child, went bankrupt, striped shorts, a film script, dropped a hint, a conflict of

interests, the terms of a contract, when you least expect it, in point of fact, change
the subject, talked nonsense, lost contact, in a strict sense, booked tickets, acts of
violence, dropped the subject, resolve a conflict, a statement of fact

¢) Sentences

1 The striped shirts are sold out.

I lost contact with my old friends.

She spoke with a perfect French accent.

The child slept wrapped in a soft blanket,

They joked and laughed as they looked at the screen.

There was no script for the play so they had to improvise.

i"ve booked tickets for six adults for tonight’s performance.

The street kids were believed fo have been involved in acts of violence.

Trevor had an excellent command of a broad range of critical concepts.

This had to be typed quickly, so please excuse any spelling and grammar mistakes.
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11.7.2 Ibd{, Ibzl, Igdi, Igz!

a) Words
clubbed, described, dubbed, grabbed, robbed, rubbed, scrubbed, sobbed, stabbed,
throbbed; clubs, crabs, cubes, describes, globes, grabs, herbs, jabs, jobs, knobs,
mobs, probes, proverbs, pubs, robes, rubs, scrubs, shrubs, stabs, throbs, tribes,
tubs, tubes, verbs, wardrobes, webs; bagged, begged, dragged, drugged, fatigued,
flagged, hugged, jogged, pegged, plagued, plugged, shrugged, tugged; bags, begs,
digs, dogs, drags, drugs, eggs, flags, fogs, frogs, hugs, jogs, jugs, legs, logs, mugs,
pegs, pigs, plugs, rags, rugs, shrugs, snags, tugs, twigs, wigs
b) Phrases
robbed the bank, chopped the herbs, test tubes, sports clubs, grabbed hold of, pruned

the shrubs, cats and dogs, collect twigs, soft-boiled eggs, dropped the bags off, soft

drugs
¢) Sentences
He stretched and crossed his legs.
Here’s a list of the best pubs in Essex.
I had cornflakes and soft-boiled eggs for breakfast.
1 first pruned the shrubs and then scrubbed the floor tiles.
The traffic that once clogged the streets now flows freely.
[ don’t understand the difference between proverbs and maxims.
Alex grabbed hold of the suspect’s wrist, but he managed o escape.
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1,2.3 14, Idsd!, Ipst, Ipstf

a) Words : .
approached, attached, bleached, coached, crouched, fetched, itched, marched, matched,
patched, reached, scorched, scratched, sketched, snatched, stretched, switched,

touched, watched; alleged, charged, damaged, dodged, emerged, managed, merged,
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nudged, packaged, raged, ridged, staged, urged, verged, voyaged, wedged; collapse,
corpse, eclipse, elapse, lapse, perhaps, traipse; caps, chips, claps, clips, cups, dips,
drips, drops, escapes, gaps, grapes, grips, groups, heaps, hips, hoops, hopes, keeps,
feaps, lips, maps, reports, ropes, scrapes, shapes, ships, shops, sleeps, slips, slopes,
snaps, steps, stops, straps, stripes, taps, tips, traps, trips, troops, types, weeps, whips,
wipes, wraps, zips; collapsed, corpsed, eclipsed, elapsed, lapsed, traipsed

b) Phrases

attached a document, coached a team, switched places, caged birds, lodged a complaint,

charged to your account, the building collapsed, hopes and dreams, flights of steps,
lapse into silence, armed troops, unfulfilled hopes

¢)  Sentences

I’ve attached the document for reference.

My aunt shrugged and lapsed into silence.

America has troops based all over the world.

They lodged a complaint against their parents.

She cleverly dodged all the difficult questions.

These items will be sent and charged to your account.

Thousands of buildings collapsed due to the earthquake.
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11.7.4 Itsl, fdz!

a) Words
quartz, blitz, ersatz, glitz, hertz, klutz, admits, bats, beats, bets, bits, bites, boats, boots,
cats, charts, chats, cheats, coats, creates, debts, doubts, eats, fits, flights, floats, for-
gets, gates, goats, hats, hates, heats, hits, hurts, huts, knits, knots, lights, meets,
nets, nights, notes, pets, plates, plots, puts, rats, rates, regrets, roots, rots, seats, sets,
sheets, shirts, shoots, shorts, shouts, shuts, sits, spits, sports, spots, ‘suits, sweets,
baskets, biscuits, blankets, buckets, budgets, carpets, carrots, exits, experts, efforts,
habits, idiots, jackets, magnets, markets, minutes, packets, parrots, pockets, prof-
its, rabbits, riots, secrets, visits; adze, backwards, forwards, towards; adds, awards,
beads, beards, beds, birds, boards, brides, buds, cards, clonds, codes, cowards, fades,
feeds, floods, grades, guides, heads, hides, hoods, includes, lids, loads, methods,
moods, needs, nods, reads, rides, roads, seeds, sheds, sides, swords, weeds, words
b) Phrases
bend over backwards, dense clouds, slashed their throats, blocked roads, crossed swords,
clothes baskets, sheets and blankets
¢} Sentences
1 She wept buckets at the end of the film.
All kinds of thoughts raced through my mind.
Despite their best efforts they lost their homes.
We were forced to change the dates of our flights.
The roads were blocked due to the avalanche and landslides.
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11.7.5 Iksl, [kstl, lksts/

a) Words '
annex, axe, box, climax, coax, complex, crux, fix, fox, helix, hoax, mix, ox, reflex,
relax, six, tax, wax; blocks, books, brakes, bricks, checks, jokes, knocks, lakes,
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leaks, likes, locks, looks, makes, marks, oaks, panics, parks, picks, remarks,
rocks, sacks, seeks, shakes, shocks, smokes, snakes, soaks, socks, speaks, sticks,
strikes, takes, talks, ticks, topics, tracks, tricks, wakes, walks, weeks, works;
next, text; axed, boxed, coaxed, fixed, indexed, mixed, taxed, waxed; contexts,
texts
b) Phrases
a sports complex, fixed interest rates, a drafi text, mixed feelings, stopped in their tracks,
a range of topics, greatest works
¢) Sentences
1 Alex left with mixed feelings.
2 He constantly takes my remarks out of context.
3 The player’s contract’s due to expire next spring.
4 Abstract words make these texts difficult to comprehend,

11.8 First consonant = fricative

11.8.1 Ispl, Isps!, Isptl, Iski, Isks/, Iskt/

a) Words
clasp, crisp, cusp, gasp, grasp, hasp, lisp, rasp, wasp, wisp; clasps, crisps, cusps,

gasps, grasps, hasps, lisps, rasps, wasps, wisps; clasped, gasped, grasped, lisped,
rasped; ask, asterisk, bask, brisk, busk, cask, desk, disk, dusk, fiask, grotesque,
husk, kiosk, mask, molluse, musk, picturesque, risk, task, tusk, whisk; asks,
asterisks, basks, busks, casks, desks, disks, flasks, husks, kiosks, masks, mol-
fuses, risks, tasks, tusks, whisks; asked, basked, busked, masked, risked, tasked,
whisked

b) Phrases

clasp hands, a wasps’ nest, speak with a lisp, gasp in astonishment, his mask slipped,

masked balls, the front desk, a desk lamp, a slipped disc, whisk the eggs, health
risks, risk management, a blank mask

¢) Sentences

She asked me round for lunch.

Blend the ingredients with a whisk.

We had crisps and nuts with our drinks.

He was teased because he spoke with a Hsp.

This student works as an assistant at the help desk.

I gasped in amazement when I realised how old he was.

Sandra seems to have an intuitive grasp of the concept in question.
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11.8.2 istf, Ists], Izdl, Ift]

a) Words
arrest, best, boast, chest, coast, contest (n.), cost, dust, fast, first, ﬁst forest, ghost, guest,
host, last, list, lost, mist, most, must, nest, past, post, rest, taste, test, toast, frust,

waste, wrist; addressed, based, chased, crossed, decreased, dressed, faced, forced,

guessed, hissed, kissed, noticed, passed, placed, pressed, promised, raced; arrests,
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boasts, chests, coasts, contests, costs, fists, forests, ghosts, guests, hosts, lasts,
lists, nests, posts, rests, tastes, tests, toasts, trusts, wastes, wrists; accused, advised,
amazed, amused, apologised, browsed, bruised, buzzed, caused, dazed, diseased,
gazed, paused, pleased, realised, recognised, refused, revised, seized, sneezed,
squeezed, surprised, teased; astonished, blushed, brushed, crashed, dashed, fin-
ished, flashed, flushed, pushed, rushed, smashed, splashed, squashed, vanished,
varnished, washed, wished, crushed

b} Phrases

an arrest warrant, thump your chest, count the costs, the earth’s crust, a dense forest,

ground frost, conduct an inquest, a conflict of interests, built to Iast, an ant’s nest,
build a nest, glimpse the past, the strength to resist, a staunch socialist, a chunk
of text, crossed legs, a speck of dust, dashed his hopes, flashed through my mind,
washed his hands, plant a forest, a wasps’ nest, a link with the past

¢} Sentences

We pushed him to accept the challenge.

There wasn’t a speck of dust to be found.

My cheeks flushed when I was embarrassed.

It crossed my mind that the incident might have changed him.

My aunt recognised the symptoms in a split second and called an ambulance,
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11.8.3 iftl, Iftst, Ivd], Ifs], Ivzl

a) Words
craft, daft, draft, drift, gift, left, iift, loft, raft, shaft, shift, soft, swift, thefi; briefed,

coughed, laughed, sniffed, stuffed, surfed; crafts, draughts, drifts, gifts, lifts, lofts,
rafts, shifts, thefts; achieved, approved, arrived, behaved, believed, carved, curved,
deserved, dived, improved, loved, moved, observed, proved, received, removed,
reserved, saved, served, shaved, shoved, starved, waved; beliefs, chiefs, cliffs,
coughs, laughs, sniffs, surfs; achieves, approves, arrives, behaves, believes, carves,
caves, curves, deserves, detectives, dives, doves, drives, forgives, gives, gloves,
graves, improves, leaves, lives (v.), loves, moves, nerves, observes, olives, proves,
receives, removes, reserves, saves, serves, shaves, shoves, starves, waves, knives,
loaves, scarves, wives

b} Phrases

arts and crafts, a draft agreement, prevent a draught, a gift box, lifis my spirits, loved

him to bits, moved with the times, proved him innocent, saved their lives, damaged
nerves, drives me wild, proves my point, forgives and forgets, perfect a craft, a first
draft, exchange gifts

¢} Sentences

This film gives me the creeps.

She moved in with her boyfriend.

He who laughs last laughs longest.

Sift the flour into the bread ingredients.

I felt they deserved a gift for their efforts.

There are too many chiefs and not enough Indians.

His enthusiasm lifts my spirits and takes my mind off life’s problems.
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11.9 First consonant = nasal

11.2.1 fmd/, Imz/

a) Words
almed, alarmed, ashamed, assumed, bombed, calmed, claimed, climbed, combed,

dimmed, doomed, drummed, farmed, foamed, formed, framed, harmed,
named, resumed, schemed, screamed, seemed, shamed, steamed, warmed,
welcomed, zoomed; aims, alarms, assumes, atoms, beams, bombs, claims,
climbs, combs, crimes, crumbs, dims, dreams, drums, exams, farms, flames,
forms, frames, games, gems, gums, harms, homes, items, names, palms,
plums, poems, problems, programmes, resumes, rooms, schemes, screams,
seems, storms, sums, swims, teams, themes, thumbs, times, victims, warms,
welcomes

b) Phrases

dimmed the lights, violent crimes, named and shamed, resumed his post, felt at home,

solve problems, innocent victims, household items, pleased to welcome, alleged
crimes, in ancient times, talks were resumed

¢} Sentences

We thumbed a lifi to Belfast.

I dimmed the lights and closed the curtains.

Negotiations between the groups were resumed last month,

I felt profoundly ashamed that I’d brought disgrace on my parents.

He finished his exams three weeks ago but won't get the results till August.
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11.9.2 Impl, Impt/, fmps!, Imfl, Imfs/

a) Words 4
bump, camp, clamp, cramp, damp, dump, jump, lamp, limp, lump, plump, pump, ramp,
shrimp, slump, stamp, stump, swamp, thump, wimp; attempt, contempt, exempt,
pre-empt, prompt, tempt, unkempt; bumped, camped, clamped, cramped, dumped,
jumped, Hmped, lumped, pumped, slumped, stamped, thumped; glimpse; bumps,
camps, clatnps, cramps, dumps, jumps, lamps, limps, lumps, pumps, ramps,

shrimps, slumps, stamps, stumps, swamps, thumps, wimps; lymph, nymph, tri- .

umph; nymphs, trivmphs
b) Phrases
a waste dump, a desk lamp, a botched attempt, a moment of triumph, jump through
hoops, a failed attempt, the merest glimpse, his latest triumph, hailed as a triumph,
jump to conclusions
¢) Sentences
1 He walks with a limp after the accident.
We had grilted shrimp with fresh herbs.
I apologised for having jumped to false conclusions.
It was hailed as one of the greatest triumphs of science.
You’re encouraged to put your own stamp on the projsct.
She pumped me for the names and contact details of the candidates,
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1H1.9.3 Inzl/, Inzd/, Ind/, Indz/

a) Words
bronze, cleanse, lens, summons; balloons, bargains, beans, begins, bins, brains, chains,
cleans, clowns, coins, crowns, designs, earns, fans, fines, forfunes, grins, groans,
guns, humans, leams, lemons, lines, lons, loans, machines, moans, moons, opens,
pains, pans, pens, phones, pins, plans, planes, scans, shines, spins, sprains, stains,;.
towns, trains, funes, turns, twins, vans, warns, wins, zones; bronzed, cleansed,
summonsed; band, behind, bend, blind, defend, demand, depend, end, find, friend,
grand, ground, hand, husband, kind, land, lend, mind, pond, remind, round, second
(n.), send, sound, stand, wind (n.); chained, cleaned, crowned, designed, drowned,
fanned, fined, gained, grinned, groaned, ironed, lined, loaned, opened, phoned,
pinned, planned, scanned, stained, trained, tuned, turned, warmed; bands, bends,
blinds, defends, demands, depends, ends, finds, friends, hands, husbands, kinds,
lands, lends, minds, ponds, reminds, seconds (n.), sends, sounds, stands, winds (n.)
b) Phrases
round the bend, a strange blend, distant lands, myths and legends, let’s pretend, a round
of golf, a gust of wind, husbands and wives, cleanse a wound, a contact lens, gold
coins, pots and pans, twists and turns, bend over backwards, the end justifies the
means, the end of the world, find fault, hand over fist, hold hands, of sound mind,
second best, stand a chance, stand on your hands, take the wind out of your sails, a
round of drinks
¢) Sentences
1 Let’s pretend it never happened.
He reminds me of my first boyfriend.
She seemed completely blind to his faults.
You can find some excellent second-hand phone bargains here.
The first round of interviews for the post will be conducted next month.
The new government banned all strikes, demonstrations and processions.
There’s a glaring discrepancy between his predictions and his observations.
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11.9.4 Intl, Intsi, Ins/, Inst/

a) Words
amount, aunt, blunt, bumt, client, count, dent, faint, front, giant, hint, hunt, joint, lent,
meant, mint, paint, point, pring, rent, sent, spent, tent, vent, wani, went; amounts,
aunts, clients, counts, dents, faints, giants, hints, hunts, joints, mints, paints, points,
prints, rents, tents, vents, wants; acquaintance, ambulance, appearance, audience,
balance, bounce, chance, confidence, convince, dance, defence, difference, dis-
tance, enfrance (n.), evidence, experience, fence, glance, mince, nonsense, once,
performance, prince, science, sense, sentence, silence, since, tense; against; bal-
anced, bounced, chanced, convinced, danced, experienced, fenced, glanced,
minced, sensed, sentenced, silenced, tensed
b) Phrases
an equivalent amount, a fox hunt, roast a joint, specks of paint, a prolonged absence, on
first acquaintance, a guest appearance, a twinge of conscience, a grand entrance, a




292 Practice: censonang clusters

profound influence, blind obedience, a frequent recurrence, a sequence of events,
lapse into silence, an act of violence, against all odds, a second chance

¢} Sentences

1

I wasn’t convinced by his arguments.

2  Different clients have different needs.

3 He was frank and didn’t mince his words.

4 She doesn’t stand a chance against her opponents.

5  The tests were performed in strict compliance with the regulations.

6 He’d held a string of jobs, the most recent as an assistant to an accountant.

7 Ijust want the most important points, not the whole content of his writings.
i1.9.5 Indf, Indti, Indg/, Indzdf, fyzi, Ind/
a} Words

bench, branch, bunch, clench, crunch, drench, flinch, inch, launch, tunch, munch, pinch,

punch, ranch, staunch, stench, trench, winch, wrench; branched, bunched, clenched,
crunched, drenched, flinched, inched, launched, lunched, munched, pinched,
punched, winched, wrenched; arrange, challenge, change, exchange, lounge,
orange, range, revenge, sponge, strange; arranged, challenged, changed, exchanged,
lounged, ranged, sponged; bangs, beginnings, belongs, belongings, blessings,
boomerangs, brings, buildings, ceilings, clearings, clings, cravings, dumplings,
dwellings, earnings, evenings, flings, gangs, gongs, hangs, herrings, kings, lungs,
mernings, oblongs, pangs, puddings, railings, rings. sings, songs, springs, stings,
strings, swings, things, tongues, weddings, wings; banged, belonged, longed,
pinged, ringed, thronged, twanged, wronged

b)  Phrases
accept a challenge, orange zest, an act of revenge, a clenched fist, the best of the bunch,

when it comes to the crunch, change your mind, exchange words, pre-tax earnings,
count your blessings, no strings attached, the kings and queens of England, swings
and roundabouts '

¢) Sentences

1
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11.9.6

My husband still clings to the past,

I longed for 2 moment of silence and rest.

He flinched when the verdict was announced.

I arranged the journals and books on the shelves.

She felt wronged by her cousin’s constant accusations.

The girls exchanged confidences about their boyfriends,

Tourism in these countries evolved from modest beginnings.

The revelations of the goings-on behind the scenes shocked me.

By a strange coincidence he bumped into one of his old classmates. -
The guests were a mixed bunch of Brits, Germans and Scandinavians.
They rummaged through my belongings and sprayed paint on my clothes,

Ink/, Igkt/, Inkts/, Inks/

a} Words :

bank, blank, blink, chunk, drink, frank, ink, junk, link, monk, pink, rank, shrink, sink, "=
skurtk, stink, tank, thank, think, trunk, wink, zinc; defunct, distinet, extinct, instinct, |
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succinet; banked, blinked, inked, linked, ranked, thénked, winked; instincts, jinx, lar-
ynx, lynx, Manx, minx, pharynx, sphinx; banks, blanks, biinks, chunks, drinks, inks,
links, monks, ranks, shrinks, sinks, skunks, stinks, tanks, thanks, thinks, trunks, winks

b) Phrases
a bank account, my mind went blank, a direct link, sink to such depths, sink fast, thank

heavens, think outside the box, his first instinct

¢} Sentences

1
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My instincts told me to trust my friend.

His response was succinct and to the point.

When did the lynx become extinct in Scotland?

We observed a distinet improvement in his health.

He likes to think he’s in control of his own destiny.

The elephant uses its trunk to grab objects and spray dust on itself.

11.10 First consonant = approximant

11.10.1 Npl, Nps, fptl, 1tl, ftest, N1, fidz/

a) Words
guip, help, pulp, scalp, yelp; gulps, helps, pulps, scalps, yelps; sculipt; gulped, helped, pulped,

scalped, yelped; adult, assault, belt, bolt, built, cult, dealt, default, dolt, dwelt, exalt,
fault, felt, guilt, halt, jilt, jolt, kilt, knelt, lilt, malt, melt, moult, quilt, result, revolt, salt,
silt, smelt, spelt, spilt, spoilt, stilt, tilt, vault, volt, wilt; waltz; adults, assaults, belts, bolts,
cults, faults, halts, insults (n.), kilts, melts, moults, pelts, quilts, results, tilts, vaults, volts,
wilts; bald, bold, build, child, cold, field, fold, gold, hold, mild, mould, old, scald, scold,
shield, sold, told, wield, wild, world; appealed, boiled, called, chilled, cooled, crawled,
curled, drilled, filed, fooled, healed, pulled, rolled, ruled, sealed, skilled, smiled, thrilled;
builds, fields, folds, holds, moulds, scalds, scolds, shields, wields, worlds

b} Phrases
beyond help, plant bulbs, pulped books, nuts and bolts, a pinch of salt, a spoilt child,

dance a waltz, find fault with, a sense of guilt, adopt a child, the end of the world, a
bold statement, build bridges, cold hands, an old friend, rolled gold, wild animals,
a twinge of guilt

¢) Sentences

Can you help me fold the sheets?

He gulped down the rest of the milk.

I noticed that his hands smelt of onions.

Don’t be lulled into a false sense of security.

Help yourself to cereals and toast for breakfast,

I felt in my bones that it would result in violence,

She’s cast in a different mould from her husband.

He knelt beside the patient and checked for a pulse.

Our efforts have improved the accuracy of the results.

It wouldn’t be the end of the world, but it’d be a change.

The fluorescent bulb blinked, so 1 knew it had to be replaced.

Gabriel disagreed with the prevailing view held by scholars in the field.
They were equipped with shields and helmets to protect themselves against the
hooligans.
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11.10.2 11, e/, Mg/, Ndgd!, Nk, Nksi, Aked, i/, fimz!

a) Words
belch, filch, mulch, zilch, squelch; belched, filched, mulched, squeiched; bilge, bulge,
divulge, indulge; bulged, divalged, indulged; bulk, elk, hulk, ilk, milk, silk, skulk,
sulk, talc, whelk; elks, milks, skulks, sulks, whelks; bulked, milked, skulked,
sultked; elm, film, helm, realm; elms, films, helms, realms
b} Phrases
divulge secrets, skimmed milk, the defence of the realm, a silent film, goat’s milk, a film
script
¢) Sentences
Her skin was soft as silk.
Don’s filched my pencils.
His pockets bulged with coins.
The bulk of the text is about the artist.
Breast milk remains the best for a chiid,
There has been a revived interest in silent films.
Should politics be kept outside the realms of science?
She loves the sound of the squelch of her boots on the damp ground,
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11.10.3 141, Wi, Hvel, fivdl, sl Nstl, fizf

a) Words
elf, golf, gulf, self, shelf, wolf: absolve, delve, dissolve, evolve, involve, resolve, revolve,
solve, twelve, valve; absolves, delves, dissolves, evolves, involves, resolves,

revolves, solves, valves, elves, selves, wolves; absolved, dissolved, evolved, = -

involved, resolved, solved; else, false, impulse, pulse, convulse, repulse; whilst;
puised, convulsed, repuised; aisles, appeals, bells, bills, boils, bulls, calls, canals,
chills, cools, crawls, curls, details, dolls, drills, falls, feels, files, fools, girls, halls,
heals/heels, hills, howls, kneels, meals, pulls, rolls, rules, schools, seals, sells, shells,
skills, smells, smiles, spells, spills, steals, styles, tails, tells, thrills, tools, trails, walls,
wells, wheels

b) Phrases

the Guif states, self-obsessed, my first impulse, the sound of bells, bend the rules, against :

the rules, act like a fool, spilt the beans, self-confident, a faint pulse
¢) Sentences
Did humans evolve from apes?
She was very involved with sports.
Carol’s first impuise was to scream.
The blood pulsed through my veins.
The priest absolved him of all his sins.
We discussed the details of the contract.
Paul’s shelves were crammed with books.
The wind carried the sound of distant bells.
He speaks with a pronounced Welsh accent.
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11.11 Final clusters with dental fricatives

HLELOD t9sh, J6dl, (o2, 16, 1dOs), In®l, In0sf, 116/, In8/, In0s/

a) Words
maths, births, breaths, faiths, froths, cloths, deaths, growths, heaths, hearths, moths,

b

<j

myths; breathed, bathed, clothed, loathed, mouthed, unscathed, soothed, wreathed, &
writhed; bathes, breathes, loathes, mouths, seethes, soothes; breadth, hundredth,
width; breadths, hundredths, widths; length, strength; lengths, strengths; filth,
health, stealth, wealth; absinthe, hyacinth, labyrinth, month, plinth, millionth, bil-
lionth, ninth, tenth, thirteenth, fourteenth, fifteenth, sixteenth, seventeenth, eight-
eenth, nineteenth; hyacinths, labyrinths, months, plinths, billionths, eighteenths,
fifteenths, fourteenths, millionths, nineteenths, ninths, thirteenths

Phrases
a change of clothes, people of different faiths, the length and breadth, in the best of

health, every ounce of strength, at arm’s length, a test of strength, a sixth sense

Serntences

She loathes stylish clothes.

My husband isn’t in the best of health,

He emerged unscathed from the accident.

He summoned all the strength he had left.

The animals huddled together for warmth.

Tracy swims twelve lengths in six minutes.

The results have improved in recent months.

Find the length and the width of the rectangle.

The moths left holes in my clothes and blankets,

Six twelfths and three sixths are equivalent fractions.
Bruce was surprised by the depth of his feelings for her.

A scientist claims to have found evidence of a sixth sense.
He amassed a vast amount of wealth from his investments.
Land mines have caused thousands of deaths to innocent civilians.




Chapter 12

Connected speech

The following features are of a different type from those treated so far. Phonemes are realised
in particular ways and are combined in particular orders to form words. This is relatively
straightforward for learners. When it comes to features of connected speech, however, it
can’t be said that these phenomena absolutely must occur in the contexts described, but only
that they very commonly do; this raises the question of whether the learner should attempt to
imitate these patterns of native speech.

Firstly, it’s certainly advisable to learn about connected speech because it will help with
listening comprehension. It’s easier to understand speakers if you know when to expect
sounds to change, appear or disappear. Secondly, connected speech phenomena are not
unique to English, but at the same time they are not universal. This means that learners have
connected speech habits which are almost certainly different from English habits and that
applying those patterns to English will result in mispronunciations. Thus, one reason to learn
about English patterns of connected speech is to help avoid this. Finally, depending on the
learner’s background, certain connected speech processes can make English pronunciation
easier: why make such an effort to pronounce /skt/ in asked when you don’t have to?

12.1 Citation forms vs. connected speech forms

The pronunciation of a word can vary depending on its phonetic environment. We have seen
an example of this in the case of words which have strong and weak forms (see section 8.3),

the strong form being used in stressed environments and the weak form in unstressed envi-
ronments. The context of the surrounding sounds also has an important influence on a word’s

pronunciation. When we quote a word in isolation, we give what is known as the citation
form of the word, and this is the pronunciation recorded in dictionaries. However, words are

rarely uttered in isolation, but are rather preceded and followed by other words. As a result, =

adjacent sounds influence each other across word boundaries, which often cauges a change
in the phonemic structure of a word. A pronunciation of a word influenced by the sounds in
surrounding morphemes, syllables or words is known as a connected speech form,

The three connected speech processes are:

= Elision: A phoneme present in the citation form is lost in the connected speech form,

+  Assimilation: A phoneme in the citation form changes into another phoneme in the con-
nected speech form. :

= Liaison: A phoneme not present in the citation form appears in the connected speech
form. -
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[2.2 Elision

12.2.1 Consonant elision

The most common kind of elision involves /t/ and /d/. The alveolar plosives can be elided
when they stand between two consonants and belong to the same syllable as the preceding
consonant (see Table 12.1). For example, /t/ can be elided in last lesson /Mazs "lesn/ and facts
Haeks/, and /&/ in brand new breen 'njuy/ and hands /heenz/, but not in Ais twin /hiz twm/ or
this drink /'81s 'drmk/. The following consonant may be in a suffix, the second element of a
compound or a following word,

Word-final alveolar plosives are often realisations of the <-ed> inflection, but this doesn’t
block elision (see Table 12.2 for examples). Rather than being elided, /t/ usually undergoes
glottal reinforcement or replacement.

An exception to this pattern of elision is that /t/ isn’t elided in the clusters /it/ and /nt/: I felt
sad remains /a1 'felt ‘sed/, and front door remains /'frant 'do:/. An exception to this exception
is contractions with nof (see section 8.15), which frequently lose their final // before vow-
els as well as consonants (but not before a pause). This is particularly true of the disyllabic
contractions: I couldn t say /a1 'kodn 'sev/, [ shouldn't ask fai '[odn ‘aisk/, { hadn'f known /a1
‘haedn 'noun/, It hasn 't changed /1t heezn "femdzd/.

Table 12.1 Elision of alveolar plosives between two consonants

Sequence  Suffix Compound Phrase

-ft + C lifts /hifs/ software /'snfwes/ lift me 'Iif mif

-st+ C firstly ffazslif coastguard  [kousga:d/ best friend  /‘ves 'frend/
Kkt +C colfects  /ka'leks/  factfinding  /fekfaindin/ react badly /ri'®mk 'badli/
-pt+ C accepts  /fak'seps/  scriptwriter  /skriprarto/ kept quiet  ['kep 'kwarot/
-nd + C hands /hanz/ grandfather  ['grenfa:fe/  stond still  ['sten 'stil/
-ld+C fields /filz/ childcare Ffarlkeo/ hold tight Fhoul ‘tait/

Table 12.2 Examples of elision of <-ed> endings

Sequence Example

-bd+ C We clubbed together. fwi klab to'gede/
-gd+C | shrugged my shoulders. far 'frag mar ‘fooldoz/
-dzd + C He managed to do it. /i ‘maenidy to 'dur ot/
-vd+ C I saved my breath. /a1 'serv mar ‘bred/
-8d+ C She mouthed the answer. /fi 'maud Oi ‘ainsa/
-zd + C It amused me. /1t o'mjuzz mi/

-md + C | calmed down. /ar 'ka:m 'davn/

-nd +C He fanned the flames. /hi fen do 'flemmz/
-nd + C It belonged to me. /1t br'loy to mi/
~id+C I appealed to them. far o'pi:l ta dom/
-pt+C He stopped tatking. /hi “stop 'tokiy/

kt+ C He was tracked down. /hi wez 'trzk 'davn/
-t + C { switched channels. faz "swif 'fen]z/

-ft + C ! stuffed my face. la1 'staf mar 'feis/
-st+ C I was forced to do it. far waz 'fors to 'dur 1t/
-t +C | brushed my teeth. /a1 'braf mar "tizg/
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A less frequent kind of consonant elision is the elision of /k/ in final /sk/ clusters when a
consonant follows: masked /mazst/, risked frist/, tasked /tazst/. Although there are few words
ending in /sk/, this kind of elision is common in the word ask: [’ ask them /a1l 'a:s Sam/,
They asked us [Bet 'azst a8/, We asked both of them /wi 'ais 'boub o dam/.

12.2.2 Vowel elision

One kind of vowel elision has already been described under syllabic consonants (see sec-
tion 8.2). Words such as deafer and cycle have the basic form /defon/ and /'satkel/, which
usually results in the pronunciations /'defiy/ and /'saikl/ with syllabic consonants. When a
suffix beginning with a weak vowel follows, the syllabicity of the consonants can be lost:
deafening and cyeling becoming /'defnyy/ and /saskhig/, Through this process a schwa is
elided from these and other words which fulfil these conditions.

A similar process ocours when schwa is followed by /t/ and then a weak vowel; e.g. Aistory
Mhistari/ becomes /histri/, separate (adj)) /separet/ becomes /'seprat/, category [ketogarl/
becomes /katogri/. If the following vowel is not weak but strong, the schwa is not elided:
hyphenate = ('harfonert/ or /hatfnert/, not */harfnert/; idolise = "ardelarz/ or /'ardlaiz/, not */
‘ardlarz/; separate (v.y = /'separeit/, not */'seprem/,

12.3 Assimilation

Assimilation in Engtish is most often anticipatory, meaning that a sound is influenced by a
sound which follows it. Less often, assimilation in English is perseverative, meaning that
a sound is influenced by a sound which precedes it. In the case of anticipatory assimilation,
the change happens because the articulators are getting reading to make the next sound while
still articulating the present sound; i.e. they anticipate the following sound. When the assimi-

lation is perseverative, the articulators ave still in the position for the earlier sound when -

they are articulating the present sound; i.e. some aspect of their position perseveres into the
following sound.

12.3.1 Place assimilation

English alveolar plosives /t d/ and the alveolar nasal /n/ take the place of articulation of a fol-
lowing plosive or nasal (for examples, see Tables 12.3 and 12.4). This means that:

«  /t/, avoiceless alveolar plosive, becomes its bilabial equivalent, a voiceless bilabial plo-
sive /p/, when the following sound is bilabial /p/, /b or /i/.

« /d/, a voiced alveolar plosive, becomes its bilabial equivalent, a voiced bilabial plosive
/b/, when the following sound is bilabial /p/, /b/ or /m/.

«  /n/, a voiced alveolar nasal, becomes its bilabial equivalent, a voiced bilabial nasal /m/,
when the following sound is bilabial /p/, /&/ or fm/.

« [V, a voiceless alveolar plosive, becomes its velar equivalent, a voiceless velar plosive
/k/, when the following sound is velar /k/ or /g/.

+ /d/, a voiced alveolar plosive, becomes its velar equivalent, a voiced velar plosive /g/,
when the following sound is velar /k/ or /g/.

= /n/, a voiced alveolar nasal, becomes its velar equivalent, a voiced velar nasal /1y/, when
the following sound is velar /&/ or /g/. -

Table 12.3 Place assimilation: examples of alveolar consonants becoming bilabial

Bilabial

Assimilation ol

Im/

fth— Ipl wet paint {'wep ‘peint/ jet black

tdf — /bl abad person /o'bab'paisn/ o loud bang /2 'laub bey/
/n/ — fm/  brown paper /‘bravm ‘peips/ a thin book /o ‘& buk/

white mice  /'waip 'mais/

/'reb 'mizt/

fean meet  /'lizm 'mis/

Table 12.4 Place assimilation: examples of alveolar consonants becoming velar

Assimilation o,

1] - [k/ hot coffee /'hok ‘kofi/
/- g/ a red gate /o9 'reg 'gert/
I/ — fy/ green covers /'grizg kavoz/

lkwaik "gud/
/3 ‘bag ‘gruip/
ltwip ‘ga:lz/

Table 12.5 Place assimilation: examples of alveolar consonants becoming palato-alveoiar

Assirnilation Crthography Pronunciation
st — I/ this shop 781§ "fop/
nice shoes /matf "furz/

a famous ship

a close shave
Ial — I3/ is she

his shirt

Lee’s short

because she

/o 'fermaf “fip/
/a ko[ 'Jerv/
!y Jif

/g 'fait/
iz fart/
/br'kosz Jif

In the case of /t/, this is also the context where glottal replacement or glottal reinforcement
(see sections 2.7.2 and 2.7.3) can take place. In this case, instead of assimilation taking place,
[t] could be replaced by [?], or assimilation could take place, with the resulting voiceless
plosive being accompanied by glottal reinforcement.

The aiveolar fricatives /s/ and /z/ also frequently undergo assimilation. When they are
followed by palato-alveolar /{7, their place of articulation changes to palato-alveolar
{Table 12.5):

s /s/, a voiceless alveolar fricative, becomes its palato-alveolar equivalent, a voiceless
palato-alveolar fricative /[/, when the following sound is palato-alveolar /f/.

o /z/, a voiced alveolar fricative, becomes its palato-alveolar equivalent, a voiced palato-
alveolar fricative /3/, when the following sound is palato-alveolar /{/.

When /an/ follows the velar plosives /k ¢/ or the bilabial plosives /p b/, the plosives can be
released nasally (see section 2.8) and the tongue remains in position, resulting in a homor-
ganic syllabic nasal, i.e. [m] after /p b/, or /5/ after /k g/; see Table 12.6. The more frequent
a word is, the more likely this assimilation is to occur, but the variant with /an/ is still more
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Table 12.6 Place assimilation: homorganic syllabic nasais

Assimilation Orthography Pronunciation

fon/ — /m/ happen {hapm/
ribbon /'ribm/

fan/ — Iy/ taken f'terky/
pagan I'pergy/

Table 2.7 Place assimilation: examples of coalescent assimilation

o+ i — 1y jdf + il — Idg/

! know what you said. /a1 ‘'nov wofu 'sed/  Did you see it?
I've got you o present. /arv 'gofu a 'preznt/  Could you wait? kodzu ‘wert/

Can't you wait? lMkamffu ‘wert/ They made you do it? /Ber 'merdgu "dur 1t/
Why don’t you go? f'war 'dountfu 'gau/  Would your brother try?  /wodzo: ‘brads 'tray/
He said that you did.  /hi 'sed dafu 'did/ He said you did. /hi 'sedsu *did/

I've got your key. farv ‘gotfar ki 1 found your key. /a1 'faondgor 'kiy/
Couldn’t you try? Mkodnfu "trai/ {'ve read your book, farv 'redzo: 'buk/

fdidzu 'sin it/

usual, and it’s this form which learners are advised to use. This is an example of persevera-
tive assimilation.

12.3.2 Coalescent assimilation

The assimilations we have looked at s¢ far involve a phoneme changing into another pho-
neme under the influence of a following phoneme. In the case of coalescent assimilation,
two phonemes influence each other and combine to form a third phoneme: /4/ and /d/ com-
bine with /i/ to form /{f/ and /d3/. This process is most common and most complete when it
involves you or your and is frequently heard in could you, couldn t you, did you, didn’t you,
etc; see Table 12.7, '

12.3.3 Yoicing assimilation

Unlike many other languages, English has very few examples of voicing assimilation. This '-
is a phenomenon whereby a voiceless consonant becomes voiced under the influence of an .

adjacent voiced consonant, or a voiced consonant becomes voiceless under the influence

of another voiceless consonant (perhaps more correctly termed ‘devoicing assimilation”),

English doesn’t have the former, and learners should therefore take care not to say jukebor,
scapegoat, white-collar as */'dzu:gboks, 'sketbgaut, "waid ‘kols/. Devoicing assimilation is
also rare in English, the only common words and phrases being have to Mef tw/, has to /hes
W/, had to haet tu/, used to /juzs W, supposed to /sa'paus tu/.

12.3.4 Manner assimilation

Manner assimilation involves the voiced dental fricative /8/ becoming identical to a pre-
ceding /1/, /I/ or alveolar fricative. This is an example of perseverative assimilation. It is
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Table 12,8 Manner assimilation: examples of dental consonants assimilating to the preced--

ing consonant

Assimilation
Unstressed Stressed

18/ — In/ It's on the table. /1ts oa ne 'tetbl/ And then it rained. /an 'men it ‘remnd/
1l — N Wil they manage? Jwil ler ‘meenidz/ Although it's sad farl'law 1ts ‘sed/
18— Is/ That's the idea. ['Oxts s ar'dro/ What's this? ['wots 's1s/

18/ — Jzf Woas the baby healthy? /waz za 'beibi 'hel®l/  How's that? I'havz 'zat/

most common in unstressed positions, e.g. on the, will they, thats the, was the /on ne, wil
ler, Baets si, waz zo/, but is also heard in stressed syllables, e.g. and then, although, what's
this, how's that fon ‘nen, 2:1'lou, 'wots 'sis, 'havz “z&t/ (see Table 12.8). Since many learn-
ers pronounce /8/ as /d/, it can be a useful strategy to employ these manner assimilations.
Remember to lengthen the assimilated sound as there’s a clear difference between elision
and assimilation of /3/. If you don’t lengthen the consonant, on the table will sound like on
a table.

i2.4 Liaison

When a certain set of vowels, let’s call them the liaison vowels, is immediately followed by
another vowel, an /r/ is inserted between them. This happens both within words when suf-
fixes are added, and between words. For examples, see Table 12.9.

The Haison vowels are schwa, NURSE, PALM, THOUGHT, SQUARE, NEAR and CURE. See also
section 5.4.

As the examples in the table demonstrate, there’s a correspondence between /r/-laison
and the letter <r> in the orthographic form of the words. This reflects the fact that /1/ was
formerly pronounced in all words with the <r> spelling (and still is in rhotic accents; see
sections 2.14.7 and 5.4), but since the time at which English spelling was standardised, /1/
has been lost in non-prevocalic positions (i.e. at the ends of words before a pause and before
consonants) in the GB accent. When an original /t/ was in word-final position, it remained
if a suffix or word beginning with a vowel immediately followed. This pattern continues to
the present day and explains why, when a vowel immediately follows, an /r/ appears at the
end of the connected speech form of words which have a final liaison vowel but no final /t/
in their citation form.

Table 12.9 Liaison vowels

Ligison vowe! Intra-word Inter-word

schwa sugary  /'fuge/ + fif = ['Jugari/ cover up  /kaval + /ap/ = lkavar 'ap/
NURSE purring  Jpsy + /iy/ = ['painy/ Stir it /starf + /11f = stair ot/

PALM starring /st + fig/ = U'stany/ for off ffai/ + foff = ['fair 'pff
THOUGHT gory fgoi/ + /if = ['gorrif pour out  fpoi/ + favt/ = ['poir ‘avt/
SQUARE scary fskeol + /if = ['skeari/ repair it /r1'pea/ + /it/ = /rv'pesr 1t/
NEAR nearer  /utd/ + faf = /'niore/ cheer up  /fva/ + /ap/ = /'f1er 'ap/
CURE curing fKjual + hgl = [kjosrig/  cureus  (kjue/ + /as/ = I'kjuer as/

|
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/r/-liaison is so common in English speech that its use is often analogically extended to
words with final Haison vowels which never historically contained a final /x/ and therefore
are not spelt with /t/: visa application /'vizar 'mpliketft/, Yamaha instruments /'jemehair
‘mstraments/, saw if [soir o/, idea of fa’dier ov/, drawing /'drowry/. This phenomenon has
been called “intrusive /r”°. Most learners will find that this doesn’t come naturally to them
because they are influenced by the spelling. Since this kind of /t/-liaison is variable, it isn’t
necessary to imitate it.
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