Scene from the series “The Crown” (SO1E10) based on the biography of Queen Elizabeth II

of the United Kingdom.

Context: Queen Elizabeth's sister, Margaret, wants to marry a divorced man but the church
and the Cabinetdon't allow her to doit so the Queen triesto convince the Prime Ministerto
grant Margaret an exception so that she can get married.

Transcription:

/p sms a: la:st mi:tm/r arv bi:n ©mkim o grert di:ol/p obaut samO1m det mar
fa:00 sed/p to prisos ma:grot on maiself/r + ot do tarm ov 0i @&bdikei{n/p hi

meid os sweo/r 9z sistoz/r + neva to put eniem/r + o:r eniwan/p bifo: wan

onAda/p m 33 wer 0at hi felt 1z brado haed/r 1ts on 9u© dot wi bou® merd /p

on Oat/r wi mtend/r + to ki:p/p bot a1 ka:nt si: hav aim tu pnor 1t/p 1t 1z mar
dju:ti/p oz kwi:n/p to rifju:z ma:grot meerids tu o divo:s man/p evriwan/p
advaisiz mi sou/r + on jet a1 wil bi breikim o promis/p not sunli/p to mar
sisto/p bat o:Isou to mar lert fa:0o/r on 8o wan bodi/r ov pi:pal/r hu: mart metk
it posibl fo mi to ki:p mar promis/p 1z k&ebmot/r o gru:p hu:m arv 13:nt kaunt

nou fju:o don fo: divo:s men/p m des nambo/

Comprehension exercise:

1) What did their father make them swear?

2) Does Queen Elizabeth agree that her sister marries a divorced man? What about the
Church?

3) Which group of people would be able to help the queen? Is there any divorced man in
that group?



/p sinsa: la:st mi:tin/

P tone. AP toneis presented with a progressive loop because what s said constitutes a
movement towards the information flow - a movement towards greater convergence.
“last" is selective from an existential paradigm as opposed to “first" or “second”

/r+at 8a tazm av 82 ebdike1n/
R+ tone. By using an R+ tone, the speakershows her/his dominance. Thatis where we can
identify “Discourse control 1”, where the speakershows her/his intention not to be
interrupted. An R+ tone means that the speakerwants to keep talking, so that creates
togetherness as the speakerdraws attention to a distinction that both (speakerand
hearer) know to be relevant.

/razsistaz/

R tone. Tells the hearer nothing that she/he doesn’talready know because an R tone
constitutes an excursion into the common ground, the information is referred to both
participants as they are in the same state of convergence. (the Prime Ministeralready
knows that Queen Elizabeth has a sister)

“Sisters" is selective from an existential paradigm as opposed to any otherrelationship
that might be possible for Elizabeth and Margaret.

[r+ta ki:p/

R+ tone. Here we can find again a dominant speaker (discourse control1). Queen
Elizabeth wants to keep talking and explaining to the prime minister how importantit is
for herto keep the promise.

“Keep"is selective from an existential paradigm as opposed to “discard" or “break"

/p 1t1z mar dju:ti/

P tone. By usinga P tone, the speaker creates separateness: the speakerlocates
him/herself outside the area of convergence and presents an independent viewpoint.
Elizabeth knows that, as queen, she isthe one that has to reject Margaret’s marriage.
“My" is selective from an existential paradigm as opposed to his-her-ourduty.

/r+an jetar wilbi breikin s promis/

R+ tone. Queen Elizabeth shows herself as the dominant speaker. She wants to continue
explaining how important it is for herto keep the promise she made with hersisterand
how many people would be affected if she breaks that promise.

Speakermeaning: I’'mthe one who's breaking a promise.

“Break" is selective from an existential paradigm as opposed to “keep.”

/p 1zkaebinat/

P tone. The speakerusesaP tone as a step forward in the information flow. Aftersaying
“cabinet”, Elizabeth continues explaining whatis the cabinet and how it is comprises.
“Cabinet" is selective from an existential paradigm as opposed to any other body of
people in a political context.



