THE FAVOURITE – PHONETICS 2

Context
In the 18th century England, Lady Sarah is the Queen’s confidante, adviser and secret lover. Lady Sarah has one of the highest royal positions and uses her closeness to the Queen to her benefit but everything might change when Abigail, Lady Sarah’s cousin, comes to the palace seeking work, but her larger goal is to get closer to the Queen and become the new favourite, thus a fight for power between the cousins begin.
In this scene, Abigail tells Lady Sarah that she knows about her biggest secret.


True or false
1) Lady Sarah wanted to scare Abigail.
2) Abigail thought that the gun joke was hilarious.
3) Lady Sarah is concerned about the safe use of guns.
4) Abigail and Lady Sarah have a good relationship.















Accounting

1) R+ / if you forget /: the speaker produces this utterance with an R+ tone to keep the floor of the conversation without being interrupted. The word “forget” is the only one prominent and it’s selective in an existential paradigm in opposition to “remember”.
2) P / is a great jape/: in this tone unit, Lady Sarah produces a P tone because she’s giving new information to Abigail and she wants to create separateness between the two of them. The prominent word is “great” which is selected in an existential paradigm in opposition to “awful”.
3) R+ /yes/: Abigail produces this tone unit with an R+ to create togetherness with Lady Sarah not because she agrees with what she said, but because she’s afraid of offending her if she says otherwise. The prominent word is “yes” in opposition to “no”.
4) R+ / it is hard to remember whether you’ve loaded the pallet or not/: in this case, the speaker uses an R+ tone to exploit the system, because she’s not talking about shared information nor is she trying to create togetherness but rather she’s threating Abigail. The prominent words are “hard” and “not” and with this choice the speaker selects this sense in opposition to, for example, “it is simple to remember if you’ve loaded the pallet”. 
5 and 6) P / I do fear confusion/ & / and accidents/: both of this tone units are produced with a P tone to create separateness between the two characters, as Lady Sarah is not really afraid of any confusion, but she’s actually threating Abigail. The prominent words are, in the first one, “do” instead of “don’t” and “confusion” instead of anticipation or steadiness. In the second tone unit, the prominent word is “accidents”, as opposed to 
[bookmark: _GoBack]7) R /I’m sure people will be careful/: Abigail uses an R tone because the information she’s providing is already in play, as they both know they’re are not actually talking about other people but themselves, so what she means is that she will be careful not to get on Lady Sarah’s bad side. The prominent words are “sure” and “careful” in opposition to “not sure” and “reckless” or “not careful”.
