
An Education – Review
1. Read the following reviews and concentrate on the highlighted words
and phrases. Where is the stress placed in each case? Why?

TASK  1

Despite her sheltered upbringing, Jenny (Carey Mulligan) is a teen with

a bright future; she's smart, pretty, and has aspirations of attending

Oxford University. When David (Peter Sarsgaard), a charming but much older suitor,

motors into her life in a shiny automobile, Jenny gets a taste of adult life that she won't

soon forget.

"An Education" tells the story of a 16-year-old girl who is the target of a sophisticated

seduction by a 35-year-old man. This happens in 1961, when 16-year-old girls were a

great deal less knowing than they are now. Yet the movie isn't shabby or painful, but

romantic and wonderfully entertaining.

TASK 2

The story depends on a British actress  named Carey Mulligan and Peter Sarsgaard

There is a romance between the teenager and the middle-aged man  David is good-

looking, well-spoken, always well-dressed, and very, very polite. He seems to be well-

meaning, he has "taken an interest" in Jenny because he is impressed by this young

woman's mind and enjoys sharing his advantages. He never turns up at her house empty

handed!

Although Jenny is still in high school, she knows a lot about art and literature, speaks

French and engages in interesting conversations. When she is with David, she feels as if

she were a fully grown girl, but this relationship will be mind-blowing for her for many

reasons!



2. Transcribe the text you have been assigned. Listen to the dictation and separate your
transcription into tone units.

3. Separate the second part of your transcribed text into tone units.

4. Practise reading the texts aloud.

5.  Listen to the following lines from the reviews. Mark prominence in each case.

a. has aspirations of attending Oxford University

b. has aspirations of attending Oxford University

c. when sixteen-year-old girls

d. when sixteen-year-old girls

e. always well-dressed

f. always well-dressed

g. she feels as if she were a fully grown girl

h. she feels as if she were a fully grown girl

How does the meaning that the speaker projects change in each case depending on the
prominence chosen?


